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I. Preface to the History. II. Summary view of the whole 
work. State of the city, the armies, and the proviDces. VI. 
Galba^s court, and the reigning vices. VIII. Condition of 
Spain, 6au], the Upper and Lower Germany, Syria, Egypt, 
and Africa. The war against the Jews conducted by Ves- 
pasian. XII. Revolt of the legions in Upper Germany. 
Galba consults about the choice of a successor. Different 
opinions among his ministers, Vinius Laco, and Icelus, one 
of his freedmen. Otho has hopes of the nomination. XTV. 
Choice of Piso for the succession. XV. Galba's speech 
opon the occasion. He declares his adoption of Piso in the 
camp, and in the senate. Ill-timed severity of Galba. An 
embassy to the German legions. XXI. Otho plans a revo* 
lution. He corrupts the praetorian guards. Two common 
soldiers undertake to dispose of the sovereignty. Otho 
proclaimed emperor. XXIX. Galba, in the mean time, 
employed in a sacrifice in the capitol. Piso's speech to the 
soldiers. XXXVII. Otho harangues the praetorians in the 
camp. XL. The praetorians rush into the city. Galba 
murdered. XLII. Death of Titus Vinius. The constancy 
of a centurion. Piso put to death. Otho received with adu- 
lation by the senate and the people. XLVI. All things 
directed by the soldiers. Numbers executed. Marius Cel- 
sus saved by the artifice of Otho. XLVIII. Characters of 
Piso and Titus Vinius. XLIX. Character of Galba. L. 
Vitellitts, before Galba's death, aims at the sovereign^. 
LI. Origin of the revolt among the German legions. Vitel- 
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Iiu0 saluted emperor. He sends two armies to iovade Italy^ 
ODe under Fabius Talens, and the other under Caecina. Vi- 
tell'ius follows with a third army. His excessive luzuiy and 
stupidity. The cruelty and rapine of Talens and CsBcina. 
LXIII. The Gauls, partly through fear and partly from in- 
clination, swear fidelity to Titellius. LXIY. Talens on his 
march hears of the death of Galba. LXVII. Carina at- 
tacks the Helvetians, and lays waste the country. He passes 
over the Penine mountains into Italy. LXXI. Otbo's con- 
duct at Rome: he begins to act with vigour. LXXII» 
Death of Tigellinus, and his character. LXXIV. Letters 
between Otho and Yiteliius: they endeavour to overreach 
each other. Emissaries employed by both. The people of 
Sarmatia invade the province of Mssia, and are put to the 
rout with great slaughter. LXXX. An insurrection of the 
soldiers at Rome. LXXXIII. Otho's speech to the sol- 
diers. LXXXYI. Portents and prodigies spread a general 
alarm at Rome. LXXXVII. Otho consults about the ope- 
rations of the war: he appoints his generals, and sends his 
fleet to invade the Narbon Gaul. LXXXIX. Melancholy 
condition of the people at Rome. Otho proceeds on his ex- 
pedition against the Yitellian forces, and leaves his brother, 
Salvius Titianus, chief governor of Rome. 

These transactions passed in a few months. 

TKAE OV BOXE. OP CHRIST. OOITSULI. 

88S 69 Servius Galba, Sd time, l^tus Yinius 

Rafinus. 
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I. The aera, from which it is mr intention to de- book 
dnce the foUowing narration, is the second consul- 
ship of Servius Galba, when Titus Yinius was his f^- 
colleague in office. Of the antecedent period, in- ^^ 
eluding a space of eight hundred and twenty years 
(a) from the foundation of Rome, the history has 
been composed by various authors, who, as long as 
they had before them the transactions {b) of the Ro- 
man people, dignified their work with eloquence 
equal to the subject, and a spirit of freedom worthy 
of the old republic. After the battle of Actium, 
when to close the scene of civil distraction, all 
power hnA authority were surrendered to a sin^e 
ruler, the historic character disappeared, and genius 
died by the same blow that ended public liber^. 
Truth was reduced to the last gasp, and various 
circumstances conq>ired against her. A new consti- 
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BOOK tution took place, undefined, and little understood. 
Men resigned their rights and lived like aliens in 



I. 




A. U. C. 

^- their native country. Adulation began to spread her 
^^' baneful influence, and a rooted hatred of their am- 
bitious masters rankled in the breast of numbers. 
Between both parties, one paying their court, and 
the other brooding over public injuries, the care of 
transmitting due information to posterity was utterly 
lost. It is true, that, against the seductions of the 
time-serving writer you may be upon your guard; 
but, on the other hand, spleen and calumny are de- 
voured with a greedy ear. Flattery wears a badge of 
servitude, while malignity speaks the tone of inde- 
pendence, and is therefore well received. With re* 
gard to the writer of the following work, he can 
with truth aver, that Galba, Otho, and Yitellius 
were neither known to him by marks of favour, 
nor by personal injury. The foundation of his for- 
tune (c) was laid by Vespasian, advanced by Titus, 
and carried higher by Domitian. The fact must not 
be dissembled: but the historian who enters on his 
office with a profession of integrity, must not desert 
the cause of truth. No character should be touched 
with partiality ; none should be disfigured by pas- 
sion or resentment. Of Nerva and Trajan fd), if 
my health continues, it is my design to compose the 
history; it is a favourite plan, rich in materials, and 
every way safe. I have reserved it for the evening 
of my days; a glorious period! in which, through 
the rare felicity of the times, a man may think with 
freedom, and what he thinks he may publish to the 
world. 
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n. The subject noiw before me presents a series book 
of great events, and battles fierce and bloody; a por- ^. u.c. 
tion of time big with mtestine divisions, and even ^^ 
the intervals of peace deformed with cruelty and ^* 
horror: the whole a tragic volume, displaying, in 
succession, four princes (a) put to death ; three civil 
wars (6); with foreign enemies a greater number, 
and, in some conjunctures, both depending at once; 
prosperity in the East, disasters in the West; lUyri- 
cum thrown into convulsions; both the Gauls on 
the eve of a revolt; Britain (c) conquered, and, in 
the moment of conquest, lost again; the Sarmatians 
and the Suevians (d) leagued against the Romans; 
the Dacian name ennobled by alternate victory and 
defeat; and finally, the Parthians taking the field 
under the banners of a pretended Nero (e). In the 
course of the work, we shall see Italy overwhelmed 
with calamities ; new wounds inflicted, and the old, 
which time had closed, opened again and bleeding 
afresh; cities sacked by the enemy, or swallowed 
up by earthquakes (/), and the fertile countiy of 
Campania made a scene of desolation; Rome laid 
waste by fire ; her ancient and most venerable tem- 
pies smoking on the ground; the capitol (g) wrapt 
JD flames by the hands of frantic citizens; the holy 
ceremonies of religion violated; adultery reigning 
without control; the adjacent islands filled with 
exiles; rocks and desert places stained with clan- 
destine murder, and Rome itself a theatre of horror; 
where nobility of descent, and splendour of fortune, 
marked men out for destruction ; where the vigour 
of mind that aimed at civil dignities, and the mo- 
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BOOK desty that decUned them, were offences without 
^ J^ distinction; where virtue wa» a crime that led to 
f^ certain ruin ; where the guilt of informers, and the 
^- wages of their iniquity, were alike detestable ; where 
the sacerdotal order, the consular dignity, the go- 
vernment of provinces (A), and even the cabinet of 
the prince, were seized by that execrable race, as 
their lawful prey ; where nothing was sacred, nothing 
safe from the hand of rapacity; where slaves were 
suborned, or, by their own malevolence, excited 
against their masters; where freedmen betrayed 
their patrons ; and he, who had lived without an ene- 
my (i), died by the treachery of a friend. 

III. And yet this melancholy period, barren as it 
was of public virtue, produced some examples of 
truth and honour. Mothers went with their sons 
into voluntary exile ; wives followed the fortune of 
their husbands; relations stood forth in the cause of 
their unhappy kindred; sons appeared in defence of 
their fathers ; slaves on the rack gave proofs of their 
fidelity; eminent citizens, under the hard hand of 
oppression, were reduced to want and misery, and, 
even in that distress, retained an unconquered spirit 
We shall see others firm to the last, and, in their 
deaths, nothing inferior to the applauded characters 
of antiquity. In addition to the misfortunes usual in 
the course of human transactions, we shall see the 
earth teeming with prodigies^ the sky overcast with 
omens, thunder rolling with dreadful denunciation, 
and a variety of prognostics, sometimes auspicious, 
often big with terror, occasionally uncertain, daii£i 
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equivocal, frcqaendy direct and manifeflt. Id a word, book 

the godfi never gave such terrible instructions, nor, '- — 

by the slaughter of armies, made it so clear and 833. 

evident, ttiat, instead of extending protection (a) 69.' 
to the empire, it was their awful pleasure to let 
fall their vengeance on the crimea of an offending 
people. 

lY . Before v«te take up tlie thread of our narrative, 
it will not be useless to inquire wliat^ in thaiperiod, 
was the state of aflbira at Borne, aad what the spirit 
that went forth among her armies; how the provin* 
ces stood aflected, and wherein consisted the strength 
or weakness of the empire. By proceeding in this 
manner, we shall not content ourselves with a bare 
recital of facts, wkich are often ascribed to chance ; 
we shall see the qpring of each transaction, and a 
regular chain of causes and efiecta will be laid open 
to our view. 

The death of Nero in the first tumult of emoti<Hi, 
was considered as a public blessing; bat the senate, 
the people of Borne, the praetorian guards, and the 
legions, wherever stationed, were variously affected 
^ that event A new poUticd secret was then for 
the first time discovered. It was perceived, that 
elsewhere tfian at Borne an emperor might be invest- 
ed with the sovereign power. The fathers seized the 
omHUtunity, during the absence of a prince yet new 
(a) to the reigns of government, to exercise their 
ancient rights, pleased with the novelty of freedom, 
and the resumption of their l^slative authority. 
The Boman kni^ts caught the flame of liberty. 

VOL. IV. 2 
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BOOK Honest men began to entertain hopes of the consti- 
^ ^j ^ tution. Such as stood connected with families of 
^^' credit, and the various clients and freedmen of itlus- 
Bs.' trions men driven into exile, were all erect with ex- 
pectation of better times. The inferior populace, 
who loitered awaj' their time in the tlieatre and the 
circus; the slaves of abandoned characters, and the 
sycophant crew, who, without substance of their 
own, had been pampered by the vices of Nero; all 
of that description stood covered with astonishment, 
yet panting for news, and eagerly swallowing the 
rumour of the day. 

y. The praetorian guards (a) had been by habit 
and the obligation of tiieir oath, atw^s devoted to 
the imperial family. Their revolt from Nero was 
not so much their own inclination as the manage- 
ment of their leaders. Acting without principle, 
they now were ready for new commotions. The pro- 
mise of a donative in tlie name of Galba was still to 
be performed. They knew that war is the soldier's 
harvest. Peace affords no opportunity to gain the 
^«compeoae due to valour; and the favours of the 
new prince would be engrossed by the legions, to 
whom he owed his elevation. Fired by these reflec- 
tions, and further instigated by the arts of Nymphi- 
dius Sabinus (6), their commanding officer, whose 
ambition aimed at the imperial dignity, they l>^an 
to meditate a second revolution. 

The conspiracy was crushed in the bud, and 

Nymphtdius perished in the attempt. But the sol- 

^ dicrsbad dirown off the mask, and the sense of guilt 
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served only to goad and spur their resolution. They book 
talked of Galba with contempt and ridicule; they ^ J^ 
laughed at his advanced age; they inveighed against ^^ 
his avarice ; and the rigorous discipline (c) by which g9 
he had acquired his military character, inflamed the 
prejudices of men, who had been enervated by a 
long peace of fourteen years. During that time, the 
dissolute manners of Nero diffused a general cor* 
ruption, insomuch that the virtues, which formerly 
gained the affection of the army, were fallen into 
contempt. Nero was endeared to the soldiers by bis 
vices. Galba, on the contrary, was rendered unpopu- 
lar by the austerity of his^manners. He was used to 
say, that he chose his soldiers, but never bought 
them. The maxim was worthy of the. old republic, 
but no man thou^t it an effusion from the heart 
His conduct and his words were too much at variance. 

VI. Galba, being now in the decline of life, re- 
signed himself altogether to Titus Yinius (a) and 
Cornelius Laco; the former the most profligate of 
men, and the latter despised for his sluggish inacti- 
vity. By those pernicious ministers he was involved 
in the popular hatred due to their own flagitious 
deeds. The wickedness of Vinius, and the incapacity 
of Laco, proved his ruin in tlie end. He made his 
approach to Rome (6), by slow journeys^ in his pro- 
gress marking his way with blood and cruelty. Cin- 
gonius Yarro, consul elect, and Petronius Turpili- 
anus, of consular rank^ were, by his orders, put to 
death ; the former as an accomplice in the enter- 
prise of Nymphidius, and the latter, because he had 
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BOOK been appoioted to command (be ariny under Nero. 
" Tbey were condemned uDheard,and, forthat reason, 
' a'u tfaou^t tbe inaocent victims of a barbarotH policy. 
^- Galba^s entry (c) into tbe city of Rome, afW the 

massacre of several thousands of unarmed and de- 
fenceless soldiers, struck a general panic. The peo- 
ple at large were thrown into conrternation, and 
ereo the men who executed the orders of their 
general, stood astonished at the horrors «f the scene. 
Bonie, at that time, was titled with a prodigiouB 
body of troops, aseembted from various parts of the 
empire. Besides tbe forces drawn from tbe fleet (d), 
and left as a garrison bj Nero, Galba, when be eu- 
tered the city, brought with him a legion from Spain. 
To these must be added the {e) several compa- 
nies from Grermany, from Britain, and Hlyricum, 
which had been sent forward towards the Caspian 
straits (/), to serve in tbe war then intended against 
the Altnnians. In a short time afterwards, oo the 
first notice of the revolt excited in Gaul by tbe tur- 
bulent genius of Vmdex (^), they were alt recalled; 
and the consequence was, that Rome saw within her 
walls the unusual spectacle of a vast military force. 
In so targe a number of soldiers, not yet devoted to 
tbe interest of a single leader, tbe seed-plots of a 
new rebellion were prepared, and ready to break 
out on the first alarm. 

VII. It happened, at this point of time, tliat an 
account arrived of two murders, conunitted at a dis- 
tance from Rome; one of Clodius Macer in Africa, 
and the other of Fonteius Capito (a) in Germany. 
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Macer, beyond all doubts was engaged in schemes of door 
ambition, and, in the midst of his projects, was cut ^ J ^. 
oflf by Trebonius Garrucianus, the procurator of the ^^^ 
province, who had received his orders from Galba. ^^* 
Capito was put to death by Cornelius Aquinus and 
Fabius Valens, on a like suspicion of plotting inno- 
vations in the state. But the charge against him was' 
by no means clear, nor had the emperor issued his 
orders. The general opinion was, that Capito, how- 
ever branded with avarice, rapacity, and other vices, 
bad not added to his crimes the guilt of rebellion ] 
but that the authors of him destruction, having first 
endeavoured to draw him into their own designs, 
combined to execute on an innocent victim the ven- 
geance due to their own iniquity. 

Galba, with his usual facility, or, perhaps, wishing 
to avoid the danger of an inquiry into what could 
not be recalled, thought it prudent to give his sanc- 
tion to the acts of his olSicers, however unjust and 
cruel. Both executions were, notwithstanding, the 
subject of public clamour; the usual fate of all un- 
popular princes: their actions, when the current of 
the times is set against them, are taken in the gross, 
and, whether good or evil, condemned without distinc- 
tion. Venality and corruption were now fully estab* 
Ushed. The emperor's freedmen engrossed the whole 
power of the state, and every thing was put up to sale. 
Even the slaves, in haste to grow rich, and fearing 
the uncertainty of an old man's life, began to seize 
their share of the plunder. The new court opened 
with all the vices of Nero'S reign* but without the 
^same apology. The advanced age (6) of Gralba was 
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BOOK a subject of ridicule. Dissipation, at his time of life, 
^ ^ Q excited laughter and contempt Appearances are the 
^^ reasons of the populace: they where accustomed to 
^^* the youthful frolics of Nero, and, in their com- 
parison of princes, elegance of figure and the graces 
of deportment are decisive qualities. 

YIII. Such was the posture of affairs at Rome, 
and such the sentiments that pervaded the mass of 
the people. With regard to the provinces, Spain 
was governed by Cluvius Rufus (a), a man, distin- 
guished by his eloquence, and well accomplished 
in the arts of peace, but of no reputation in war. In 
both the Gauls, the name of Yindez was still held 
in veneration ; and the people, pleased with their re- 
cent admission to the freedom (6) of Rome, and the 
diminution of their tribute, showed no symptoms of 
disaffection. In those parts, however, which lay con- 
tiguous to the German armies, the inhabitants of the 
several cities saw with discontent, that they were 
not thought worthy of the like indulgence. Some of 
them complained that their territories were circum- 
scribed within narrower limits; and, in vulgar minds, 
the good extended to others was an aggravation <^ 
the injury done to themselves. 

The legions in Germany did not show a counte- 
nance that promised a perfect calm. The restless 
temper of the soldiers, by their late victory {c) 
flushed with pride, yet dreading the imputation of 
having conquered Galba's party, was thrown into 
violent agitations, by turns inflamed with rage, and 
overwhelmed vriih fear. From such a number of 
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soldiers, who had the power of the sword in their book 
own hands, nothing but danger was to be appro- ' 
faended. They balanced for some time, before they s^- 
detached themselves from Nero ; nor did Yerginius, 69. 
their commandmg officer, declare immediatelj for 
Galba. Whether that tardy movement was occa- 
sioned by his own ambitious projects, can not now 
be known. The soldiers, it is certain, made him a 
tender of the imperial dignity. The death of Fon- 
tmus Capito was another cause of discontent. Even 
such as could not deny the justice of the measure, 
exclaimed against it with indignation. While the 
minds of men were thus distracted with contending 
passions, Galba thought fit, under a show of friend- 
ship, to recal Yerginius (d) from his post. The 
legions had now no chief at their head, and, if the 
conduct of the general was arraigned, they con- 
sidered themselves as men involved in the sanje 
accusation. 

IX. The legions on the Upper Rhine were ill 
retained in their duty by Hordeonius Flaccus, an 
officer far advanced in years, without vigour of mind, 
disabled in his limbs, and, by his infirmities, expos- 
ing himself and old age to scorn. Unequal to the 
command even in quiet times, he was now, in a 
camp full of bold and turbulent spirits, unable to 
support his authority. His endeavours to enforce 
obedience served only to irritate the minds of men 
disposed to mutiny. On the Lower Rhine, the army 
had been for some time without a general of consu- 
lar rank, till Aulus Vitellius (a), son of the person 
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ROOK of that name who had been censor, and three times 
^ ^ Q consul, was sent by Galba to take upon him the 
^' command. This to Galba seemed sufficient, and the 
69. Fates (6) ordained it 

In Britain every thing was quiet. The legions 
stationed in that island had no party-dbisions to 
distract them'. During the civil wars that followed* 
they took no part in the contest Situated at a dis- 
tance, and divided by the ocean from the rest of the 
world, they did not catch the epidemic frenzy of 
the time& They kne w no enemies but those of their 
country, and were not taught by civil discord to 
hate one another. Illyricum remained in a state of 
tranquillity, though the legions drawn by Nero from 
that country found the means^ while they loitered in 
Italy, of tampering with Verginius. But the armies 
were at distant stations, separated by a long tract of 
sea or land ; and that circumstance proved the best 
expedient to prevent a combination of the mibtary. 
They c^uld neither act with a spirit of union, nor, 
by communicating their vices, spread a general in- 
fection through the legions that lay remote from 
each other. 

X. Tlie East was hitherto free from commotion. 
Licinius Mucianus governed the province of Syria 
with four legions under his command. He was an 
officer of experience, distinguished, in the early parts 
of his life, by alternate vicissitudes of good and evil 
fortune. In bis youth the favour of the great was 
the object of his ambition, and in that pursuit he 
wasted his fortune. His circumstances growing des- 
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perate, and a storm impending from the displeasm'o book 
of Claudius, he retired into Asia, and there lived in 



A. u. a 
obscurity, as little removed from the state and con- ^^ 

dition of a real exile, as he was afterwards from the ^* 
splendour of imperial fortune. He united in his cha« 
racter a rare and wonderful mixture of repugnant 
qualities. He was affable and arrogant; addicted to 
pleasure^ and by fits and starts a man of business. 
When at leisure from afi&irs, he gave a loose to his 
luxurious passions; if his interest required it, he 
came upon mankind with superior talents. The 
minister was praised, and the private man detested. 
The art of concihating the good will of others was 
his in an eminent degree. With his inferiors he 
knew how to soften authority ; to his friends and 
equals his address was courtly, and yet, with these 
attractive arts, a man so various was fitter to raise 
others to the imperial dignity, than to obtain it for 
himself. 

The war against the Jews had been committed 
by Nero to Flavius Vespasian, who was then in 
JudaBa at the head of three legions. That comman- 
der had formed no design, nor even a wish, against 
the interest of Galba. He sent his son Titus to 
Borne, as will be seen hereafter (a), with congratu- 
lations to Galba, and assurances of fidelity. It was' 
not then perceived that the sovereign power was 
destined, by the decrees of Heaven, for Vespasian 
and his two sons. After his accession, portents and 
prodigies, and the reqK>nses of oracles, were better 
undttstood. 

VOL, IV. 9 
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^ u^ Q bridle the several provinces, were, according to ihe 
A^D. ^stem established by Augustus, confided to the 
^' Roman knights, who exercised all the powers of the 
ancient kings. In order to keep m subjection a 
country difficult of access, and at the same time a 
granary of com ; where the genius of the people (a), 
deeply tinged with superstition, was ever wavering, 
and prone to change; where there was no plan of 
regular government, and, by consequence, no re- 
spect paid to the civil magistrate ; it was the policy 
of Augustus to retain the administration, like a mys- 
tery of state, in his own hands, and under his own 
cabinet council. In the present juncture (6), 
Tiberius Alexander, a native of the country was in- 
trusted with the government of the province. 

Africa, and the legions quartered there, were^ 
since the murder of Clodius Macer, grown indiffer- 
ent to all modes of government Having experienced 
the authority of an inferior master, tiiey were will- 
ing to submit to any prince. The two Mauritanias 
(c), Rastia, Noricum, and Thrace, witii the places 
committed to the care of imperial procurators, had 
no fixed principle, no hatred and no affection, but 
what was inspired by the force nearest at hand. 
They were always united, in opinion with the 
strongest The prorinces, which were left naked 
and defenceless, and Italy in particular, were q[)en 
to the first invader, die ready prey of any conqueror. 
Such was the situation of the Roman world, when 
Serrius Galba, in his second consulship, and Titus 
Vinius, his colleague, b^n their year; a fatal year. 
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which brought them both to a tragic catastrophe, book 

and the commonwealth to the brink of ruin. _!: 

A. u. c. 

832. 

XIL In a few days after the calends of January, 69. ' 
letters arrived at Rome from Pompeius Propinquus, 
the procurator of Belgic Gaul (a), with intelligence 
of a revolt in Upper Germany. The legions in that 
quarter, disregarding the obligation of their oath, 
shook off all obedience, and demanded another em- 
peror; willing, however, to soften the violence of 
their proceedings, and for that purpose, to leave 
the choice to the judgment of the senate, and the 
Boman people. The use that Galba made of this in- 
telligence was, to hasten the adoption of a successor; 
a point which he had for some time revolved in his 
mind and often discussed with his secret advisers. 
During the few months of his reign, no subject had 
so much engrossed the public conversation. The 
people, always poUticians, and fond of settling state 
affiurs, gave a loose to their usual freedom of 
speech; and, besides, an emperor on the verge of 
life made it natural to advert to the succession. Few 
were able to think with judgment, and fewer had the 
virtue to feel for the public good. Private views 
and par^ connexions suggested various candidates. 
Different factions were formed, and all intrigued, 
caballed, and clamoured, as their hopes or fears di- 
rected. Titus Yinius did not escape the notice of 
the public. He grew in power every day, and the 
hatred of th^ people kept pace with his rising gran^^ 
deur. In the sudden elevation of Galba, tiiis man 
and his adherents, vrith all the creatures of the court, 
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A u c ' ^P^^*^ ^^ ^^^'^ country; and, encouraged as they 

^ were by the facility of a weak, a credulous, and su- 

^9' perannuated prince, they were resolved to lose no 

time. In such a period the temptation was great, 

aud guilt might hope to plunder with impunity. 

Xin. The whole sovereign power was in the 
hands of Titus Yinius. the consul, and Cornelius 
Laco, the pra^fect of the praetorian guards. A third 
favourite soon appeared on the political stage, with 
a degree of influence not inferior to either of the 
former. The name of this man was Icelus (a), one 
of the emperor's freedmen, lately created a Roman 
knight, and to suit his new dignity, honoured with 
the name of Martianus. The three confidential mi- 
nisters were soon at variance. They clashed in in- 
terest, and, in all inferior transactions, drew difier- 
ent ways; but in the choice of a successor they were 
divided into two factions. Yinius declared for Mar- 
cus Otho: Laco and Icelus joined in opposition to 
that measure, not so much to favour a friend of 
their own, as to thwart the designs of a rival. Galba 
was not to le^rn the close connexion that subsisted 
between Yinius and Otho. The busy politicians, 
who love to pry into every thing, and divulge all 
they know, and all they think, had circulated a re- 
port thai reached the ear of the emperor. Yinius 
had a daughter at that time a widow ; Otho was un- 
> married, and a match between them would make the 
minister the father-in-law of his future emperor. 

Galba resolved to act with caution, and with due 
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regard to the pablic welfare. He saw the sovereign book 
power wrested out of the hands of Nero, but wrest- XuTcr 
ed in vain, if transferred to a man like Otho; a ^^ 
stranger, from his earliest days, to every fair pur- ^* 
suit, and in the prime of manhood distinguished by 
nothing but riot and debauchery. It was his taste 
for luxury and vicious pleasures that first recom- 
mended him to the notice of Nera He vied with 
his master in all kinds of dissipation, and, in con- 
sequence of that connexion, became the worthy 
depositary to whom the prince entrusted the care of 
his dearly beloved Poppaea (6), till such time as 
Octavia was, by a divorce, removed out of the way. 
But Otho^s fidelity soon became suspected. Nero^s 
jealousy could not bear a rival He sent his favourite 
companion to govern the province of Lusitania, and, 
under that pretext, banished him from Rome. It is 
true that Otho, in the course of his administration, 
gained, by his mild and courtly manners, no small 
d^ee of popularity. In the late revolution, he was 
the first to espouse the interest of Galba. While the 
war lasted, he continued an active partisan, and, 
by his splendid appearance, did no small credit to 
the cause. Hence his hopes of being called to the 
succession. The soldiers favoured his pretensions; 
and the creatures of Nero^s court promised them- 
sehres, under a sovereign so nearly resembling 
Aeir master, a return of the same vices. 

XIY. Galba saw, with deep anxiety, a storm 
gathering in Germany, and where it would burst 
he could not foresee. Of Vitellius and his designs 
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^^ ^ ^ gions filled him ivilh apprehensions, and he reposed 
^' no confidence in the prastorian guards. The nomi- 
69. nation of a successor seemed, in such a crisis, to 
be the best expedient; and for that purpose he held 
a cabinet council Besides Vinius and Laco, he 
thought proper to summon Marius Cebus, consul 
elect, and Ducennius Geminus, the praefect of die 
city. Having prefaced the business in a short speech 
concerning his age and infirmities, he sent for Fiso 
Licinianus (a) ; whether of bis own free choice, or 
at the instigation of Laco, remains uncertaia That 
minister had lived in friendship with Piso. He con* 
tracted an intimacy with him at the house of Ru- 
bellius Plautus, though he had now Ae address 
to conceal that connexion, affecting, with public 
motives, to recommend a sti*anger. To this conduct, 
tbe fair esteem, in which Piso was held, gave an 
appearance of sincerity. Piso was the son of Marcus 
Crassus and Schbonia, both of illustrious descent 
His aspect was grave, and his deportment formal; 
such as gave an idea of primitive manners. By the 
candid and impartial he was called strict and severe ; 
by his enemies morose and sullen. With great ex- 
cellencies, he had a mixture of those qualities that 
are often the shades of eminent virtue ; but those 
very shades, which seemed to others too daiiL and 
gloomy, in tbe eyes of Galba were the strokes of 
character, that gave Piso a cast of antiquity, and 
made him worthy to be the adopted heir to the 
empire. 
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XV. Galba, we are told, taking Piso by the hand, book. 
addressed him in the following nianner: ** If the XuTc^" 
^ adoption which I am now to make, were, like the ^^ 
^ act of a private citizen, to be acknowledged, as ^^' 
^ the law Ciiriofo^ (a) directs, in the presence of the 
^ pontiffi, I should derive honour to myself from an 
^ alliance with a person descended from the great 
^^ Pompey and Marcns Grassas; and, in retam, 
^ you would add to the nobility of your own family 
^ the lustre of the Sulptcian and Lutatian name. I 
^ now address you in a more exalted character. It 
^^ is the emperor of Rome that speaks. CaOed by 
^ tfie consent of the gods and men to that high sta- 
^ tion, I am now determined in my choice by your 
^ rare accomplishments, and the love I feel for my 
^ country. I invite you to the imperial dignity ; that 
^^ dignity for which our ancestors led armies to the 
^ field, and which I myself obtained in battle. With- 
^ out your stir I now make to you a voluntary offer. 
^ For tfiis proceeding I have before me the example 
^ of Augustus, who associated to himself, first his 
^^ sister^s son Marcellus, and then Agrippa his son* 
^ in-law, his grandsons afterwards, and finally, Ti- 
^ berius tiie son of his wife. Augustus, indeed, 
^ looked for an heir in his own family; I choose in 
^^ the bosom of the commonwealth. If, upon such 
^ an occasion, I could listen to private affection, I 
^^ have a numerous train of relations, and I have 
^ companions in war. But it was not from motives 
^ of pride that I accepted the sovereignty of the 
^ state: ambition had no share in my conduct I 
^^ brought with me to the seat of government an 
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^ j^ ^ " same principle may be fairly seen, when, io my 

^' ^^ present choice, I postpone not only my own rela- 

^^- ^^ tions, but even those of your own family. You 

^^ have a brother, in point of nobility your equal ; 

^^ by priority of birth your superior; and, if your 

^^ merit did not supersede him, a man worthy of the 

^^ highest elevation. 

^' Tou are now at the time of life at which the 
^^ passions subside. Four former conduct requires 
^ no apology. Fortune has hitherto (6) frowned 
^^ upon you: you must now beveare of her smiles. 
^' Prosperity tries the human heart with the deepest 
^^ probe, and draws forth the hidden character. We 
^^ stru^le with adversity^ but success disarms us. 
^' I trust, however, that you will carry with you* to 
^^ the highest station, the candour of your mind, 
^ your good faith, your independent spirit, and 
^^ your constancy in friendship; virtues that exalt 
^ and dignify the human character; but the arts 
^^ of insidious men will lay siege to your best 
^^ qualities, and undermine them all Dissimulation 
^^ will deceive you; flattery will find admission to 
^^ your heart; and self-interest, the bane of all true 
^^ affection, will lay snares to seduce your integrity. 
^^ To-day you and I converse without disguise, in 
^^ terms of plain simplicty: how vrill others deal 
^^ with us? Their respect will be paid to our for* 
^^ tunes, not to ourselves. To talk the language of 
^ sincerity to a prince^ and guide him by honest 
^^ counsels, is a laborious task: to play the hypocrite 
^ requires no more than to humour his inclinatioiis^ 
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^' whatever thejr are .It is the grimace of friendship: book 
^^ the heart has no share in the business. , !; ^ 

A. U. C 

823. 
A. D. 

XVI. ^ If die mighly fabric of this great empire 69. 
^^ coald subsist on any other foundation than that of 
^ a monarchy, the glory of restoring the M republic 
^^ should this day be, mine. , But, at my age, all that 
^* remains for me is to bequeath to the people an 
^' able successor: your youth may give them a vir- 
^^ tuous prince. Under Tiberius, Caligula, and Clau- 
^^ dius, we were all the pn^rty of one family. By 
^^ hereditary right the Roman world was theirs. The 
^ prince is now elective, and the freedom of choice 
^ is liberty. The Julian and the Claudian race are 
(^ both extinct, and virtue may now succeed by 
^^ adoption. To be born the son of a prince is the 
^^ result of chance; mankind consider it in nt> hi^er 
^^ light The method of adoption allows time to de- 
^ liberate, and the public voice will serve as a guide 
^^ to direct the judgment of the emperor. Let Nero 
^ be forever before your eyes: proud of his long 
^^ line of ancestors, and warm with the blood of 
^^ the Cassars, he did not fall by die revolt of Yin- 
^ dex, at the head of a province naked and disarmed; 
^ nor was he deposed by me, who had only one le- 
^ gion under my command: his own vices, his own 
^^ cruelty hurled him from his throne, no more to 
^^ trample on the necks of mankind. Of a prince 
^^ condemned by a public sentence, there was till 
^ then no example. 

^^ As to myself, raised as I was by the events of 
^^ war, and called to the sovereignty by the voice of 

VOL. IV. 4 
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«0OK ^ a wiMitig people, I know ivhat I bave to expect: 
^ ^ ^ « envy and malice may pursue nic, but the glory of 
823. u doing good shall still be mine. After the storm 
69- " that lately shook the empire, you wiH not ^xnider 
^ fliat a perfect calm has not aocceeded ; and, if two 
^ legions warer in Aeir duty, your courage must 
^ not be diseoneerted. My reign did not begin in the 
^ halcyon days of peace. Old age at present, is the 
^^ objection urged against me: but when it is known 
^ whom I have adopted, I shall appear young in my 
^^ "successor. Nero is still regretted by the v3e and 
^ profligate: fhat good men may not regret him, 
^ It wiH be ours to provide by our future conduct 
^^ More than I have said, the time will not admit; if 
^^ I have made a proper dioice, I have discfaai^ed 
** my duty. One rule, however, there is worthy of 
^^ your consideration. In all questions of good and 
^ evil,' ask yom*8elf, when you was a subject, what 
^^ did you expect from the prince, and what did you 
^ wish him to avoid .^ It is not at Rome as in despot- 
^^ ic governments, where one family towers above 
*^ mankind, md their subjects groan in bondage. 
^ Tou are to reign over the Roman people; a peo- 
^ pie whom no extreme will suit; when in full pos- 
^^ session of fiber fy, enemies to their own happiness; 
" when reduced to slavery, impatient of fhe yokc.^ 
To ttm effect Galba delivered himself, little doubt- 
ing 'but that he was then creating a prince: tiie 
courtiers considered it as a complete legri act, and 
paid their homage to their future sovereign. 

XYII. During the whole of this solemn transac- 



tioD, Piso, we sire told, nevtf kipt the even teoor of boqic 
his mind. From the first moineiit^aJl eyes we?e fixed ^ ^ ^ 
apoo him; yet on his part, no enotioii was seen^ ^^^^; 
&0 symptom of joy^ no siuprise, no conftiaion. He ^^* 
addressed the emperor, now his feflier, m terms of 
profoQDd reiqpect, a&d spoke of himscJf wilb reserve, 
aid modesty. His mien and eouftteoaoce never be- 
trayed the smallest inward alt^^tioa. He behaved 
with the apathy of a man who deserved to reign, 
but did not desire it The next eonsideration was, 
m what place the adoption should be announced; in 
the forum before an assembly of the people,, in the 
senate, or in the camp. The latter was thought 
most eligible: the army would feel the compliment; 
{he affec^ons of the soldiers, though of little value 
if purchased by bribery and low intrigue, are, not- 
withstanding, when they are gained by fair and 
honourable means, always of moment, and never tcr 
be neglected. Meanwhile, the populace rushing in 
crowds from every quarter, surrounded the palace, 
burning mib impatience for^the imporhnt news, 
and growing stiH more eager in proportion to the 
delay of Ae profound politicians, who affected an 
air of mysteiy, when the secret had already trans- 
pired 

XVni. On die fourth of the ides of January the 
weather was uncommonly tempestuous, accompa- 
nied with heavy rains, thunder and Ughtning, and 
aU the uproar of the elements, which usually alarms 
the superstition of the multitude. In ancient times 
this {disenomenon would have been sufficient (a) to 
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^y Q be deterred from bi^ purpose. He proceeded to the 
^^ camp, regardless of prodigies, which he considered 
^- as the effect of natural causes ; on it may be, that 
what is fixed by fate can not by human prudence be 
avoided. A vast conflux of soldiers assembled in the 
camp. Galba addressed them in a short speech, 
such as becomes the imperial dignity. He told them 
that in conformity to the example of Augustus, and 
the practice of the army, where each soldier chooses 
his companion in war (6), he had adopted Piso for 
his son. Fearing that his silence on the subject of 
the German revolt mijght tend to magnify the dan- 
gen he added, that the fourth and eighteenth legions 
were, by the artifice of a few factious leaders, incited 
to tumult and disorder; but their violence went no 
further than words, and he had no doubt but they 
would soon be sensible of their error. Such was his 
plain and manly language. He added no flattering 
expressions, no soothing hopes of a donative. The 
tribunes, notwithstan(}ing, and the centurions and 
soldiers who stood nearest to his person, raised a 
shout of approbation. Through the rest of the lines 
a deep and sullen silence prevailed. The men saw, 
with discontent, that, on the eve of a war, they were 
deprived of those gratuities which had been granted 
in time of peace, and were now become the soldier's 
right. The emperor, beyond all doubt, had it in his 
power to secure the affections of the soldiers. From 
a parsimonious old man the smallest mark of liberal- 
ity would have made an impression. But in an age 
that could no longer bear the virtues of the old re- 
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public, rigid economy was out of season, and, by book 
consequence, the worst of policy. ^. v. c. 

822. 
A. D. 

XIX. From the camp Galba proceeded to the ^ 
senate. His speech, like that to the soldiers, was 
short, unadorned, and simple. Piso ddivered him* 
self with grace and eloquence. The fathers heard 
him with attention ; some with real affection, and 
others, who in their hcfarts opposed his interest, 
with overacted zeal; while the neutral and indiflfer» 
ent (by far the greatest number) made a tender <tf 
their services, all with private views, regardless of 
their country. This was the only public act in 
which Piso appeared. In the time that followed be- 
tween his adoption and his death (an interval of four 
days), he neither said nor did any thing that merits 
the attention of history. 

Aflairs in Germany began to wear a ^oomy as- 
pect Messengers upon the heels of one another 
came posting to Rome ; and in a city where men 
stood athirst for news, and swafiowed tiie worst 
with avidity, nothing was seen but hurry and con** 
fusbn. The fathers resdved to treat by their depu^ 
ties with the German l^ions. In a secret council it 
was proposed that Piso should set out at the head 
of the embassy, that the army might have before 
their eyes the authority of the senate, and the ma- 
jesty of the empire. It was further thought advisa- 
ble that Laco, the praefect of the praetorian guards^ 
should accompany the deputation ; but he declined 
the office. Nor was the choice of the ambassadors 
easily airanged. The whole was left to Galba^s 
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BOOK jodgoiefit, aad he executed it with caprice and sbame^ 

A.U.C. f"^ indecision. Men were appointed, and removed; 

A^^. oihers were substituted, and changed again ; some 

^^' excused themselves; numbers, as fear or ambition 

prompted, made interest for the preference, or for 

permission to remain at home. 

XX. The means of raising money came next 
under consideration. Various expedients were pro- 
posed, but none appeared so just, as fiiat of making 
reprisals on such as by Aeir rapacity impoverished, 
the commonwealth. Nero bad lavished in pensbns 
and donations above two-and-twenty million of ses- 
terces. The men who had enriched themselves by 
this wild profusion were allowed to retain a tenth 
part (a) of the plunder, and condemned to refund 
the rest. But their tenth part was no longer in their 
possession. Prodigal no less of the public money 
than of Aeir own, they had squandered all in riot 
and debauchery. They had neither lands, nor funds 
of any kind. The wreck of their fortunes consisted 
of little more than the utensils of luxury, vice, and 
foHy. To enforce a resumptbn of all enormous 
p'ants, a court of commissioners was established, 
consistiBg of thirty Roman knights. This tribunal, 
odious on account of its novelty, and still more so 
for its ilumber of <^cerB, and the spirit of cabal that 
prevailed la every part of tbe business, was found 
vexatiaus and oppressive. The auctioneer planted 
his staff in every street; the pubUc crier was heard; 
sides and confiscations were seen ; a general ferment 
apresd through the city. And yet this scene 
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BOOK ^ row motive would act with greater force on the 
j^^^^ ^^ naiad of a young man (6), hj nature harsh, and in 
^^ ^^ his exile grown fierce and savage. Otho was, per- 
^- ^ haps, already doomed to d&truction. But the au- 
^ thority of Galba was on the decline, and that of Piso 
^^ not yet established. This was, therefore, the time 
^^ to strike a sudden blow. The convulsion of states, 
^^ and the change of masters, afford the true season 
'' for courage and vigorous enterprise. In such a 
'^ period, when inactivity is certain ruin, and bold 
'^ temerity may be crowned with success, to linger 
^^ in doubt might be the ruin of his cause. To die is 
^^ the common lot of humanity. In the grave, the 
^^ only distinction lies between those who leave no 
'^ trace behind, and the heroic spirits who transmit 
'^ their names to posterity. And since the same end 
'^ awaits alike the guilty and the innocent, the man 
^^ of enterprise will provdke his fate, and close the 
'- scene with glory." 

XXII. The mind of Otho was not, like his body 
(a), soft and effeminate. His slaves and freedmen 
lived in a course of luxury, unknown to private fami- 
lies. They flattered their master^s taste; they painted 
to him in lively colours the joys of Nero^s court, 
and the perpetual round of gay deUghts in which he 
had passed his days : they represented to him adul- 
tery without control, the choice of wives and con- 
cubines, and scenes of revelry scarcely known to 
Asiatic princes. These, if he dared nobly, they re- 
presented to him as his own ; if he remained inac- 
tive, as the pris&e of others. The judicial astrologers 
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added a spur to iaflame his ardour. They announ- book 
ced great events, and to Otho a year of glory. So- ^ ^j^ 
cietj has, perhaps, never known a more dangerous ^^ 
pest than this race of impostors, who have been ever ^^* 
ready with vile infusions, to poison the hearts of 
princes, and to stimulate ambition to its ruin ; a set 
of perfidious men proscribed by law, and yet, in 
defiance of all law, cherished in such a city as 
Rome. 

It was with this crew of fortune-tellers that Pop- 
paea held consultations when she aspired to the im- 
perial bed. It happened that one of these pretenders 
to preternatural knowledge, a man of the name of 
Ptolemy, accompanied Otho into Spain. He had 
there foretold that Otho would survive the reign of 
Nero; and, the event giving credit to his art, he 
took upon him to promise greater things. He saw 
Galba on the verge of life, and Otho in the vigour 
of his days. From that circumstance, and the cur- 
rents of popular rumour that filled the city of Rome, 
this man drew his conjectures, and ventured to an- 
nounce Others elevation to the imperial dignity. 
These bodings were welcome to the ear of Otho: 
he considered them as the eflect of science, and be- 
lieved the whole, with that credulity which, in a 
mbd inflamed with ambition, stands ready to receive 
the marvellous for reality. From this time, Ptolemy 
was the chief actor in the dark scenes that followed. 
He inspired the plan of treason', and Otho embraced 
it with impetubus ardour. The heart that has formed 
the wish, and conceived the project, has seldom any 
scruple about the means. 

. VOL. IT. 5 
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X~ux. fii^^ imagined, or prepared and settled long before, 
^^ can not now be known. It is, however, certain, that 
^' Otho bad been in the habit of courting the affections 
of the army, and this, either with a view of being 
called to the succession, or, if not, with a design to 
seize it by force. He omitted no opportunity to in- 
gratiate himself with the common men; on their 
march, in the lines, at their quarters, he made it bis 
business to converse freely with all ; he accosted the 
veterans by name, and, remembering their service 
under Nero, called them his brother-soldiers ; he re- 
newed his acquaintance with some ; he inquired after 
others, and with his interest and his purse was ready 
to be their friend. In these discourses he took care to 
mingle complaints, and, with half-hinted malignity, 
to glance at Galba. He omitted nothing that could fill 
the vulgar mind with discontent. The soldiers were 
prepared to receive the worst impressions. Fatigu- 
ing marches, provisions ill supplied, and a plan of 
rigorous discipline lately revived, turned their hearts 
against the reigning prince. They had known gentler 
times, when, at their ease, they traversed the lakes 
of Campania, and went on sailing parties to the 
cities of Achaia; but now the scene was changed to 
the Alps, the Pyren^ans, and long tracts of country, 
where they were to march under a load of armour 
scarce supportable. 

XXIV. While the minds of the soldiers were, 
by these means, thrown into violent agitations, 
Msevius PudenS) a near relation of Tigellious, add- 
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ed fuel to the flame. Whoever was known to be of book 

I. 

a light and versatile disposition) in distress for mo- ^^^ 
ney, or fond of public commotions, this man at- ^^* 
tracted to his party. He sapped his way with a de- ^^* 
gree of dexterity, as unperceived as it was success- 
ful As often as Galba was entertained at Others 
house, he distributed to the cohort on duty a hun- 
dred sesterces for every man, under colour of an 
allowance for their usual convivial party. This ge- 
nerosity, which passed under the name of a lai^ess, 
was increased by the secret, but well applied, bri- 
bery of Otho; who becanhe at last a corruptor so 
bold and open, that, when Cocceius P^oculus, a 
soldier of the body-guard, was engaged in a litiga- 
tion with one of his nei^bours about the boun- 
daries of their respective grounds, Otho bought the 
whole estate of the adverse party, and conveyed it 
to the soldier as a present. And yet these practices 
gave no jealousy to the commander of the prseto- 
rian bands. To penetrate dark transactions was so 
far from being his talent, that he could not see what 
escaped no eye but his own. 

XXV. Otho took into his councils one of his 
freedmen, by name Onomastus. This man was cho" 
sen to conduct the enterprise. He selected for his 
accomplices, Barbius Proculus, whose duty it was 
to bear Hie watch-word to the night-guard, and one 
Veturius, his chosen assistant. Otho sounded them 
apart; and finding tfiem fit instruments for his pur- 
poses, subtle, dark, and resolute, he loaded them 
both with presents, and dismissed them with a sum 
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— - — guards. In this manner, two soldiers undertook to 
^323. dispose of the Roman empire, and what they under- 
69.' took, they dared to execute. A few only were 
conscious of the plot The rest, though held in sus- 
pense, were managed with such dexterity, that they 
stood in readiness, as soon as the blow was struck, 
to second the conspirators. The soldiers of n6te 
were told, that having been distinguished by Nyra- 
phidius, they lived in danger, suspected, and ex- 
posed to the resentment of Galba. The loss of the 
donative, so often promised, and still withheld, was 
the topic enforced, to irritate tlie minds of the com- 
mon men. Numbers lamented the loss of Nero, and 
the agreeable vices of that dissolute reign. All were 
averse from the new plan of discipline, and the idea 
of a further reform diffused a general terror. 

XXYI. The spirit of disaffection spread, as it 
were by contagion, to the legions and the auxiliary 
troops, all sufficiently agitated by the revolt in Ger- 
many. The vile and profligate were ready for any 
mischief, and among the few of sober conduct, in- 
activity was no better than treason in disguise. The 
conspirators saw their advantage, insomuch that, on 
the day ensuing the ides of January, they formed a 
resolution to take Otho under their care, as he re- 
turned from supper, and without further delay, 
proclaim him emperor. This project, however, did 
not take effect. In the darkness of the night, and 
the confusion inseparable from it, no man could 
answer for the consequences. The city was full of 
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soldiers; and among men inflamed with liquor, no book 
union, no concerted measure could be expected. 
The traitors desisted from their purpose, but with 
no public motive. The general welfare made no ^* 
impression on men, who had conspired to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of their sovereign. What 
they chiefly feared was, that the first who offered 
himself to the troops from Germany and Pannonia, 
might by those strangers, and in the tumult of the 
dark, be mistaken for Otho, and saluted by the title 
of emperor. The plot, thus checked for the pre- 

m 

sent, began to transpire, and must have been by va- 
rious circumstances brought to light, had not the 
chief conspirators laboured to suppress all appear- 
ances of lurking treason. Some facts, however, 
reached the ears of Galba ; but the folly of Laco ex- 
plained every thing away, and, by consequence, the 
emperor was lulled into security. The prsefect of the 
guards had no knowledge of the military character. 
Nothing could open the eyes of a man, who opposed 
every measure, however excellent, which did not ori- 
ginate with himself By the perversity of his nature, 
he was always at variance with talents and superior 
judgment 

XXYII. On the eighteenth day before the ca- 
lends of February, Galba assisted at a sacrifice in 
the temple of Apollo. In the midst of the ceremony, 
Umbricius the augur, after inspecting the entrails of 
the victims, announced impending treason, and a 
larking enemy within the walls of Rome. Otho, 
who stood near the emperor, heard this prediction, 
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B(K)K but interpreted it in his own favour, pleased with 
^ j^ Q omens that promised so well to his cause. In that 
822. moment) Onomastus came to inform him, that his 
^^- builders and surveyors were waiting to talk with 
him on business. This, as had been concerted, was 
a signal, that the conspirators were ready to throw 
off the mask, and strike the decisive blow. Otho 
quitted the temple, having first told such as won^ 
dered at his sudden departure, that, being on the 
point of purchasing certain farm-houses, not in good 
repair, he had appointed workmen to examine the 
buildings before he concluded his bargain. Having 
made that feigned excuse, he walked off, arm in 
arm, with his freedman ; and, passing through the 
palace formerly belonging to Tiberius, went directly 
to the great market-place, called the Yelabrum, and 
thence to the golden mile-pillar (a) near the temple 
of Saturn. At that place a small party of the praeto- 
rian soldiers, in number not exceeding tfaree-and- 
twenty, saluted him emperor. The sight of such an 
insignificant handful of men struck him with dis* 
may; but his partisans drew their swords, and, 
placing him in a litter (6), carried him off in tri- 
umph. They were joined in their way by an equal 
number, some of them accomplices in the treason ; 
others, in wonder and astonishment, hurried along 
by the current The conspirators, brandishing their 
swords, and rending the air with acclamations, pur- 
sued their course, while numbers followed in pro- 
found silence, determined to see the issue before 
they took a decided part. 
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XXV III. Julias Martialis, a militaiy tribune, was book 
at that time commanding officer in tbe camp. Amazed ^ ,^'^ 
at a treason so bold and daring, and perhaps imagin- f -^ 
ing that it extended wider, he made no attempt to op- 69. 
pose the torrent. His inactivity had the appearance 
of a confederacy in guilt The rest of the tribunes and 
centurions followed the same line of caution, in their 
solicitude for their own safety losing all sense of hon- 
our and of every public principle. Such, in that 
alarming crisis, was the disposition of the camp: a few 
seditious incendiaries dared to attempt a revolution ; 
more wished to see it, and all were willing to ac- 
quiesce. 



]. Galba, in the mean time, ignorant of all 
that passed, continued in the temple, attentive to 
the sacred rites, and with his prayers fatiguing the 
gods of an empire now no longer his. Intelligence 
at length arrived, that a senator (who by name no 
man could tell) was carried in triumph to the camp. 
Otho was soon after announced. The people in 
crowds rushed forward from every quarter, some 
representing the danger greater than it was, others 
lessening it, and, even in ruin, still retaining their 
habitual flattery. A council was called After due 
deliberation, it was thought advisable to sound the 
dispositions of the cohort then on duly before the 
palace, but without the interposition of Galba. His 
authority was to be reserved for the last extremity. 
Piso called the men together, and, from the steps 
of tbe palace, addressed them to the following pur- 
port: ^ It is now, my fellow soldiers, the sixth day 
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BOOR '^ since I was made by adopdoD presumptive heir 
— j—;- " to this great empire. Whether I was called to a 
822. ^ post of honour, or of danger, was more than I 
69. ^' could then foresee. The offer was honourable, and 
^^ I accepted it; with what advantage to my own 
^^ family in particular, or to the commonwealth at 
" large, it will be yours to determine. For myself, 
^' I have nothing to fear. Trained in the school of 
^^ adversity, I now perceive that the smiles are no 
^^ less dreadful than the frowns of fortune. But for 
^^ myself I feel no concern: I feel for the situation 
^^ of an aged father ; I feel for the senate ; I feel for 
" my country. The lot of all three will be grievous, 
'^ whether we fall this day by the hands of assas- 
'^ sins, or, which to a generous mind is no less 
^^ afflicting, find ourselves obliged to shed the blood 
'^ of our fellow citizens. In the late revolution, it 
^^ was matter of joy to all good men, that the city 
^^ was not discoloured with Roman blood, and that, 
^^ without civil discord, the reins of government pass- 
^^ ed into other hands. To secure the same tranquil- 
^^ lity was the object of the late adoption. By that 
^' measure, Galba had reason to think that he closed 
^^ the scene of war and civil commotion. 

. XXX. '^ I will neither mention the nobility of 
'' my birth, nor claim the merit of moderation. I 
'*" arrogate nothing to myself. In opposition to Otho 
.f ^^ there is no necessity to call our virtues to our aid. 

'^ The vices of the man, even then, when he was 
*> the friend, or rather the pander of Nero, were the 
'^ ruin of his countiy. In those vices he places all 
^^ his glory. And shall a life of debauchery, shall 



1 



OF TACITUS. 41 

^ that effeminate air, and that soft solicitude (a) for book 

^'gay apparel, give an emperor to the Roman world? -77/— 

^ They, who suffer profusion to pass for liberality, ^^* 

^ will in time perceive their error. Otbo may squan • 69. 

^^ der, but to bestow is not in his character. What 

^ think you are the objects that now engross his 

^ thoughts? What are his views? What does he aim 

^ at? Scenes of luxury, lawless gratifications, ca- 

^ rousing festivals, and the embraces of lascivious 

^ women, are the imaginations of his heart These 

'^ with him are imperial pleasures, the rights of sove- 

^ reignfy. The joy will be his: it will be yours to 

^ blush for your new master. In the whole catalogue 

^ of those daring usurpers, who by their crimes 

^ have risen to power, is there an instance of one 

^ who made atonement by his virtues? Is there a man 

^ who gained an empire by iniquity, and governed 

^^ it with moderation ? 

^ Galba was raised by the voice of a willing peo- 
^ pie to his present situation: his inclination, and 
^ your consent, have added me to the line of the 
*^ Caesars. But after all, if the commonwealth, the 
^ senate, and the people, are no better than mere 
^ empty names, yet let me ask you, my fellow sol- 
^ diers, will you suffer a lawless crew to overturn the 
^ government? From die worst and most abandoned 
^ of mankind will you receive an emperor? The le- 
*^ gions, it is true, have at different times mutinied 
^ against their generals ; but your fidelity has never 
^ been questioned Nero abdicated; you did not 
^ desert him. He fell without your treachery. And 
^ shall thirty ruffians — ^thirty did I say ? their number 
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BOOK ^ is less — shall a wretched baDdful of vile amspira- 

. -' ^ ^' tors, whom no man would suffer to vote in the 

922, a choice of a tribune or centurion, dispose of die 

69.' u Roman empire at their will and pleasure? Will 

^ you establish such a precedent? and, by estaUisli» 

^^ iog it, will you become accomplices mthe guilt? 

^ the example will pass into the provinces; confusion 

^^ and anarchy will be the fatal consequence. Gralba 

^^ may falU and I may perish with him ; but the ca* 

^ lamities of a civil war must remain for you. By 

^' murdering your prince you may earn the wages of 

^^ iniquity; but the reward of virtue wiD not be less. 

^ Judge which is best, a donative for your innocence, 

^ or a lai^ess for murder and rebellion. 

XXXI. During this harangue, the soldiers be- 
longing to the gtiard withdrew from the place. The 
rest of the cohort showed no sign of discontent 
Without noise or tumult, the usual incidents of se- 
dition, they displayed their colours according to the 
military custom, and not, as was imagined after- 
wards, with a design to cover, by false appearances, 
a settled plan of treachery and revolt Celsus Marius 
was sent to use his influence with the forces from 
Illyrium, at that time encamped under the portico 
of Vipsanius (a). Orders were likewise given to 
Amulius Serenus and Domitius Sabinus, two cen- 
turions of the first rank, to draw from the temple of 
Liberty the German soldiers quartered in that place. 
The legion, drau^ted from the marines, was not to 
be trusted. They had seen, on Galba^s entry into 
lUmie, a cruel massacre of their conuades, and die 
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sorviiron, with minds exasperated, panted for re- book 
▼enge. At the same time, Cetrius Severus, Sabrius ^ ^j ^ 
Dexter, and Pompeius Longinus, three military tri- ^ 
bunes, m&de the best of their way to the pneto- ^* 
rian camp, with an intention, while Ae ferment was 
still recent, and before a general flame was kindled, 
to mould the minds of the men to a pacific temper. 
Sabrius and Cetrius were repulsed with menaces. 
Longinus was roughly handled. The soldiers took 
away bis weapons, unwilling to listen to a man, 
whom they considered as an officer promoted out 
of his turn, by the favour of Cralba, and, for that 
reason, faithful to his prince. The marine legion, 
without hesitation, joined the praetorian malecon- 
tents. The detachment from the lUyrian army caught 
the infection, and obliged Celsus to retire under a 
shower of darts. The veterans from Germany re- 
mained for some time in suspense. They had been 
sent by Nero to Alexandria; but, being recalled in 
a short time afterwards, they returned to Rome in 
a distressed condition, worn out with toil, and weak- 
ened by sickness during their voyage. Galba at- 
tended to thehr wants, and, in order to recruit their 
strength, administered seasonable relief. The sol- 
diers felt the generosity of the prince, and gratitude 
was not yet efl&ced from their minds. 

XXXn. The populace, in the mean time, widi a 
crowd of slaves intermhced, rushed into the palace, 
demanding vengeance on the head of Otfao, and his 
partisans. The clamour was loud and dissonant, like 
that of a ^bble in the circus or amphitheatre, roar- 
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— ^^ The whole was conducted without principle, without 
822. judgment, or sincerity ; and, before the close of day, 
69. the same mouths were open to bawl for the reverse 
of what they desired in the morning. To be ready 
with shouts and vociferation, let who will be the 
reigning prince, has been in all ages the zeal of the 
vulgar. Galba, in the mean time, balanced between 
two opposite opinions. Titus Vinius was for his re- 
maining in the palace.^^ '^ The slaves,^^ he said^ 
^^ might be armed, and all the avenues secured. The 
^^ prince should by no means expose himself to a 
^^ frantic mob. Due time should be allowed for the 
<^ seditious to repent, and for good men to form a 
^^ plan of union, and concert their measures. Crimes 
^^ succeed by hurry and sudden dispatch; honest 
<^ counsels gain vigour by delay. Should it be here* 
^^ after proper to sally forth, that expedient would be 
^^ still in reserve ; but if once hazarded, the error 
^^ would be seen too late. The prince, in that case, 
^^ would be in the power of his enemies. '^ 

XXXIII. It was argued on the other hand, ^^ that 
^^ the exigence called for vigorous measures. Before 
^^ the conspiracy of a few traitors gained an acces- 
^^ sion of strength, one brave exertion might prove 
^^ decisive. Confront the danger, and Otho will shrink 
^^ back widi terror and dismay» It is not long since 
^^ he went forth by stealth. He has been joined by 
^^ a few incendiaries, and hurried away to a camp» 
<^ where no plan is settled ; but now, while Galba's 
^ friends remam inactive, he assumes the sovereign. 
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^^ and has time to learn how to play his part And book 
^^ shall we linger here in cold debate, till the usurp- XTuTcT 
^^ er, having mastered the camp, comes forth to in- ^^ 
^^ vade the forum, l&nd, under the eye of a lawful ^* 
^^ prince, ascends the capitol? In the mean time, 
^^ must our valiant emperor remain trembling in his 
** palace, while his warlike friends barricade- the 
^< doors, preparing, with heroic resolution, to stand 
^^ a siege? But, it seems, the slaves are to be armed; 
^< and they, no doubt, will render effectual service, 
^^ especially if we neglect the people now ready to 
^< support our cause, and suffer their indignation to 
^^ evaporate without striking a blow. What is dis- 
^< honourable is always dangerous. If we must fall, 
^^ let us bravely meet our fate. Mankind will applaud 
^ our valour, and Otho, the author of our ruin, will 
^^ be the object of public detestation.'^ Yinius main- 
tained his former opinion. Laco opposed him with 
warmth, and even with violent menaces. In this, 
Icelus was the secret prompter. That favourite 
hated the consul, and, in a moment big with dan- 
ger, chose to gratify a Uttle and a narrow spirit at 
the expense of the emperor and die public. 

XXXIY. Galba adopted what appeared to him 
the most specious and most prudent advice. Piso, 
notwithstanding, was sent forward to the camp. 
The presence of a young man of high expectation, 
and lately called to the first honours of the state, 
might give a torn to the passions of ihe army. He 
was besides considered as the enemy of Vinius. If, 
in fact, he did not hate him, the enemies of the mi- 
nister wished it; and malice, imputed to the mind 



L 



46 THS HISTORY 

BOOK of man, is easily believed to be a nataral passioiL 
^ ^^ Piflo was hardly gone forth when a rumoar pre- 
^^ Tailed that Otho was slain in the camp. The report 
^' at first was vague and uncertain, but, like all impor* 
tant Ues, gathered as it went, and grew into credit 
It was confirmed by men who averred that they 
were eye-witnesses on the spot, and saw the blow 
given. The tale was welcome to a great many, and 
the credulous swallowed it without further inquiry. 
It was afterwards thought to be a potitical he, fram*' 
ed by Otho's friends, who mingled in the crowd in 
order to entice Galba from his palace. 

XXXY. The city resounded with acclamations. 
Not only the vulgar and ignorant moHitude were 
transported beyond all bounds, but the knights and 
senators were hurried away with the torrent; they 
foi^ot their fears; they rushed to the emperor^s 
presence; they complained that the punishment of 
treason was taken out of their hands. The men 
who, as it appeared soon after, were the mostlikely 
to shrink from danger, displayed their zeal with 
ostentation ; lavish of words, yet cowards in their 
hearts. No man knew that Otho was slain, yet all 
averred it as a fact In this situation, wanting cer- 
tain intelligence, but deceived by his courtiers, Galba 
determined to go forth from his palace. He caH- 
ed for his armour. The weight was too much 
for his feeble frame; and, in the throng that gathw- 
ed round him, finding himself overpowered, he de« 
8U*ed to be placed in a litter. Before he left Ae pa- 
lace, JuMus Atticus, a Mldier of the body guard. 
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accosted him with a bloody sword in his hand, ciy- book 
ing aloud, " In me you see the slayer of Otho: it ^^ ^ 
(^ was I that killed him.^ Galba calmly answered ^ 
(a), Who gaye you orders? Such was the spirit d ^^* 
the man even in the last extremity, still determined 
to repress the licentiousness of the soldiers ; by their 
insolence undismayed, by thehr flattery never soft- 
ened. 

XXXY I. Meanwhile, the praetorian guards threw 
off the mask, and with one voice declared for Otho. 
They ranged themselves in a body round his per- 
son, and, in the ardour of their zeal, placed him 
amidst the standards and eagles, on the very tribu- 
flal where, a little before, stood the golden statue 
(a), of Galba. The tribunes and centurions were not 
suffered to approach. The common soldiers, having 
no kind of confidence in their oflBcers, gave the 
word to watch the motions of all in any rank or 
command. The camp resounded with shouts and 
mutual exhortations, not with that famt-hearted zeal 
which draws from the mob of Rome their feeble ac- 
clamations, but with one mind, one general impulse, 
all concurred in support of their new emperor. The 
praetorians were ahnost* frantic with joy. They em- 
braced their comrades as they saw them advancing 
forward; they clasped their hands; they led them to 
the tribunal; they repeated the military oath (6), and 
administered it to alL They recommended the 
prince of thdr ovm choice to the affections of the 
men, and the men, in their turn, to the favour of 
the prince. Otho, on bis part, omitted nothmg that 
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^ y c^ paid his court to the rabble with his hands outstretch- 

if.^. ^^' bowing lowly down, and in order to be emperor, 

^- crouching like a slave. The marine legion did not 

hesitate to take the oath of fidelity. By that event 

Otho felt himself inspired widi uncommon ardour. 

Having hitherto tampered with the soldiers man bf 

man, he judged right to address them in a body. He 

took his station on the rampart of the camp, and 

spoke to the following effect: 

XXXYII ^ In what light, my feflow soldiers, shall 
^^ 1 now consider myself? In what character must 
^< I address you? A private man I can not call my- 
^^ self, for you have bestowed upon me the title of 
^^ prince: but can I assume that title, while another 
^^ is still in possession of the sovereign power? In 
^^ what description you yourselves are to be classed^ 
^^ is to me matter of doubt; and must remain so, 
^^ till the question is decided. Whether you have in 
^^ your camp the emperor of Rome, or a public ene- 
^^ my. You have heard the cry that has gone forth; 
^^ the same voice that demands vengeance on me, 
^^ calls aloud for your destruction. With my life 
^^ your fate is interwoven. We must live or perish 
^^ together. There is no alternative. The humanity 
^^ of Gralba is well known to us all. Perhaps^ even 
^^ while I speak, he has pronounced our doom. To 
^^ yield to the advice of his friends, will be an easy 
^^ task to him, who, without a request, of his own 
^^ free will, in cold blood, could give to the edge of 
^^ the sword so many thousand innocent soldiers, all 
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^ destroyed in one inhuman massacre. My heart book 
" recoils with horror, when I reflect on the disas- ^. u. c. 
^ troas day when he made his public entry into the ^^^ 
^ city. After receiving the submission of the sol- ^* 
^diers, with unheard-of treachery he ordered the 
^^ whole body to be decimated (a) ^ and, in the view 
^ of the people, exhibited a scene of blood and hor* 
^ ror. These are the exploits of Galba, and this his 
^^ only victory. With these inauspicious omens he 
" entered the city of Rome; — ^and what has been 
^^ since the glory of his reign ? Obultronius Sabinus 
^^ and Cornelius Marcellus have been murdered in 
^^ Spain; Betuus Chilo in Gaul; Fonteius Capito in 
^^ Germany; and Clodius Macer in Africa. Add to 
^^ these Cingonius Yarro butchered on his march, 
^^ Turpilianus in the heart of the city, and Nymphi- 
^^ dius in the camp. Is there a province, is there in 
^^ any part of the empire a single camp, which he 
^^ has not defiled with blood .^ This, he will tell 
^^ you, is a reform of the\ army. In his language, 
^ murder is a l^al remedy: what all good men 
^^ agree to call a deed of barbarity, passes with him 
^^ for a correction of abuses. Under specious names 
^ he confounds the nature of things: cruelty is jus- 
^^ tice, avarice is economy, and massacre is military 
^^ discifdine. Since the death of Nero not more than 
^^ seven months have elapsed; and, in that time, 
^^ Icelus his freedman has amassed, by plunder, 
^^ more enormous wealth than the Polycleti (6), 
^ the Yatinii, the Elii, and the Haloti were able to 
'^ do in the whole course of that emperor^s reign. 
^^ Even Titus Yinius^ if he himself had seized the 
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^ J ^ <^ enormities ; nor should we have groaned under 

^22^ ^^ such a load of oppressioD: Though no higher than 

^ ^ a private citizen, he plunders without remone; 

^^ he seizes our property, as if we were his slaveiS; 

^^ and he despises us as the servants of another roas- 

^^ ten His house alone (c) contains wetith sufficient 

^' to dischai^e the donative every day promised, but 

^* promised merely to insult you. 

XXXYIIL ^^ That your hopes of better times 
^^ may never succeed^ Galba has taken care, by his 
^^ choice of a successor, to entail upon you endless 
^^ misery. He has adopted a man from whom yoa 
^^ can have nothing to expect; a man recalled froai 
<^ banishment, in his temper dark and gloomy, har- 
^^ dened in avarice, the counterpart of the emperor 
^< himself. Tou remember, my fellow soldiers, the 
^' day on which that adoption was made; a day de- 
^^ formed with storms and tempests, when the war- 
^^ ring elements announced the awful diq;>leasure of 
^^ the gods. The senate and the people are now of 
<< one mind. They depend upon your valour. It is 
i< your generous ardour that must give vigour and 
" enei^ to our present enterprise. Without your 
^< aid the best designs must prove abortive. It is not 
^^ to a war, nor even to danger, that I am now to 
^^ conduct you: the armies of Rome are on our side. 
^^ The single cohort remaining with Galba is com- 
^^ posed of citizens, qot of soldiers; they are gowii^ 
^< ed, not armed; they do not stand forth iu his de^ 
^^ fence; they detam him as their prisoner. When 
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^^ they see you advancing in firm array, and when boor 
" my signal is given, the only struggle will be, who j^y ^ 
^^ shall espouse my cause with the greatest ar- ^^ 
^^ dour. The time forbids aD duD delay: we have ^9. 
^^ undertaken bravely; but it is the issue that must 
^^ justify the measure, and crown us with applause.^ 
Having closed his harangue, he ordered the maga- 
zine of arms to be thrown open. The soldiers seized 
their weapons ; they paid no reg^d to military rules ; 
no distinction was observed ; the praetorians, ttie le- 
gions, and the auxiliaries crowded together, and 
shields and helmets were snatched. up in a tumultu* 
ary manner. No tribune, no centurion was allowed 
to give orders. Each man was his own commanding 
officer. While the friends of discipline stood aston- 
ished at the scene of wild confusion, the evil-minded 
saw with pleasure that the r^ulars were oflfended, 
and in that sentiment found a new motive to increase 
the disorder. 

XXXIX. The number of the rebels increased 
every moment, and their noise and clamour reached 
tile city of Rome. Piso did not think it advist^ble 
to proceed to the camp. He met Galba, who had 
left th« pdace, on his way to the forum. M arius 
C^us had already brou^t alarming tidii^. Some 
advised the emperor to return to his palace; ofliers 
were for taking possession of the capitol, and the 
major part for proceeding direcdy to the tribunal 
of public harangues; numbers gave their adtice, for 
no better reason than to clash with &e opinions of 
othen; and, hi the distraction of jarrii^ counsel*, 
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^ - ^ ^ red first, was seen too late. They decided when the 
f ^; opportunity was lost We are told that Laco, with* 
^^' out the privity of Galba, formed a design against the 
life of Yinius. The murder of that minister, he 
thought, would appease the fury of the soldiers, or 
it may be that he suspected treachery, and thought 
bim joined in a secret league with Otho: perhaps his 
own malice was the motive. But for this dark pur- 
pose neither the time nor the place was convenient: 
the sword once drawn, there was no knowing where 
the scene of blood would end. Messengers arriving 
every moment increased the consternation ; the spirit 
of Galba^s friends began to droop ; numbers deserted 
liim ; and of all that zeal which a little before blazed 
out with so much ardour, every spark was now ex- 
tinguished. 

XL. Galba, in the midst of a prodigious conflux 
of people, had not strength to support himself: and, 
as the waving multitude was impelled different 
. ways, he was hurried on by the torrent. The tern- 
pies, the porticos, and great halls round the fo- 
rum, were filled with crowds of gazing spectators. 
The whole presented an awful spectacle. A deep 
and sullen silence prevailed. The very rabble was 
hushed. Amazement sat on every face. Their eyes 
watched every motion, and their ears caught every 
sound. The interval was big with terror; it was 
neither a tumult, nor a settled calm, but rather the 
stillness of fear, or smothered rage, such as often 
"'-) precedes some dreadful calamity. Otho was still in 
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Ifae camp. He received intelligence that the popu- book 
lace bad recourse to arms, and thereupon ordered j^ ^ q 
his troops to push forward with rapidity, and pre* f^- 
yent the impending danger. At his command the ^* 
£oman soldiers* as if marching to dethrone an east- 
em monarch, a Vologeses, or a Pacorus, and not 
their own lawful sovereign, advanced with impetu- 
ous fury to imbrue their hands in the blood of an 
old man, naked and disarmed. They entered the 
city ; they dispersed the common people *, they spur- 
red their hor^s at full speed, and, rushing into the 
forum sword in hand, trampled the senators under 
foot. The sight of the capitol made no impression ; 
the temples, sanctified by the religion of ages, could 
not restrain their fury; for the majesty of former 
princes, they had no respect, and of those who were 
to succeed, no kind of dread. They rushed forward 
to commit a detestable parricide, forgetting, in their 
frantic rage, that crimes of that atrocious nature are 
sure to be punished by the prince that succeeds to 
the sovereign power. 

XLT. The praetorians no sooner appeared in 
sight, than the standard-bearer of the cohort still 
remaining with Galba (his name, we are told, was 
Attilius Yergilio) tore from the colours the image 
of Galba, and dashed it on ttie ground. That signal 
given, the soldiers, with one voice, declared for 
Otho. The people fled in consternation. Such as 
lingered behind were attacked sword in hand. The 
men^ who carried Galba in a litter, were struck with 
terorr. In their fright they let him fall to the ground 
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BOOK near the Curtian lake (a). His last words, according 
as men admired or hated him, have been varioasly 
reported* According to some,' he asked, in a sup» 
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^' pliant tone, What harm he had done? and prayed for 
a few days, that he might discharge the donative due 
to the soldiers. Others assure us, that he presented 
his neck to the assassin's stroke, and said with a firm 
tone of voice, ^^ Strike, if the good of the common- 
^ wealth requires it'' To ruffians thirsting for blood 
no matter what he said. By what hand the blow 
was given can not now be known. Some impute it 
to Terentius, a resumed veteran ; others, to a fellow 
of the name of Lecanius. A report still more gene* 
ral has transmitted down to us the name of Camu- 
rius, a common soldier of the fifteenth legion. This 
man, it is said^ cut Galba's throat. The rest fell on 
with brutal rage, and, finding his breast covered 
with armour, dissevered his legs and arms. Nor did 
the barbarians desist, tiU the emperor lay a head- 
less trunk, deformed with wounds, and weltering in 
his blood. 

XLII. Titus Tinius was the next victim. The 
manner in which he met his fate is likewise left 
uncertain. Whether on the first assault his utterance 
was suppressed by fear, or whetfier he had power 
to call out that Otho had given no orders against 
his life, we have now no means of knowing. Those 
words, if really spoken, might be an effort of pusil- 
lanimity to save his life, or they were the confessitm 
of a man, who was actually an accomplice in die 
. conspiracy. His life and manners leave no room to 
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doabt bat he was capable of jobiog in a parricide, book 
of which his own administration (a) was the princi- * 
pal cause. He fell by a wound that siiattered the 
joint of his knee, and, as he lay stretched in that 
condition, be was ran through the body by Julias 
Cams, a legionary soldier. He expired before the 
temple of Jalias Caesar. 

XLHI. While the rebels were acting their horri- 
ble tragedy, the age beheld, in the conduct of <Mie 
roan, a splendid examj^e of courage and fidelity. 
Sempronius Densus was the person ; a centurion of 
the praetorian cohort Haring been ordered by Galba 
to join the guard that escorted Piso, he no sooner 
saw a band<^ armed assassins, than he advanced to 
oppose their fury, brandishing hia poniard, and ex* 
claiming against the hwrible deed. With his voice. 
With his hand, with every ^fort in the power of man, 
he made a brave resistance, and gave Piso, wounded 
as he was, an opportunity of making his escape. 
Piso reached the temple of Testa, where a slave of 
the state, touched with compassion, conducted him 
to his own private apartment Piso lay concealed for 
aome time, not indebted to the sanctity of the tern- 
1^ nor to the rights of religion, but sheltered by 
the obscurity of the place. At length, Sulpicius 
Floma, who belonged to a British cohort, and had 
been made by Galba a citizen of Rome, and Sta- 
tins Marcus, a praetorian soldier, arrived in quest 
of him fay Others special order. By these two men 
Piso was dragged to the vestibule of the tenqple, 
where, under repeated blows, he breathed his last 
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^ ^' q ' murder, we are told, gave so much satisfaction to 
j^^ Otho, nor was there, among the heads cut off (a) 
^' one, at which he gazed with such ardent eyes. By 
this event he felt himself relieved from all apprehen- 
sions. The fate of Galba and of Titus V^uius affected 
him in a different manner. The former brought to 
his mind an idea of majesty fallen from a state of 
elevation ; and the death of the latter awakened the 
memory of an early friendship, and even into a 
heart like his, fierce, cruel, and ambitious, infused 
a tincture of melancholy. When Piso fell, an enemy 
expired. FeeUng for him neither regret nor com- 
punction, he gave a loose to joy. The three beads 
were fixed on poles, and carried, amidst the ensigns 
of the cohorts, with the eagle of the legion, through 
the streets of Rome. A band of soldiers followed, 
stretching forth their hands reeking with blood, and 
boasting aloud that they gave the mortal wounds, 
or that they were present aiding and abetting; all, 
with truth or falsehood, claiming the honour of an 
atrocious deed. No less than one hundred and 
twenty memorials* presented on this occasion, by per- 
sons who claimed the reward of crimes committed on 
that dreadful day, were afterwards found by Yitel- 
lius; and the several authors, aAer diligent search 
made by his orders, were punished wHh death, not 
from motives of regard, for the memory of Galba, 
but with the usual policy of princes, who think, by 
punishing the malefactors of a former reign, that they 
establish a precedent, and, by |he terrors of future 
vengean.ce, effectually secure themselves. 
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XLY. Another senate and another people seemed book 
now to be in possession of Rome. All pressed for- ^ ^^^ 
ward to the camp. Ton would have thought it a ^* 
race of servility, in which every man endeavoured ^* 
to outstrip his fellow-citizens, and be the first to 
pay his court They joined in reviling the name of 
Galba, and all applauded the conduct of the soldiers. 
They thronged round Otho, fawning to kiss his 
hand, and, in proportion to their want of sincerity, 
playing the farce with overacted zeal. Otho was not 
deficient in the mummery of thanks and gratitude. 
Attentive to all, and gracious to individuals, he 
took care at the same time, by his looks and actions, 
to restrain the soldiers, who, by the ferocity of their 
looks seemed to threaten further mischief. Marius 
Gelsus, the consul elect, was the object of their ven- 
geance. He had been the friend of Galba, and, in 
the last extremity, continued faithful to that unhap- 
py prince. His talents and integrity gave ofience to 
a lawless crew, with whom every virtue was a 
crime. They demanded his immediate execution. 
But their views were too apparent The best and 
ablest men in Rome were doomed to destruction by 
a set of men, who panted to let loose their rage, 
and lay a scene of blood, of plunder, and devastation. 
Otho was not yet in fulness of power. His autho- 
rity was sufficient to command the perpetration of 
crimes; to prohibit them was still beyond him. The 
part he assumed was that of a man enraged, and 
bent on some atrocious deed. In that pretended 
fiiry, he ordered Celsus to be k>aded with irons, as 
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-—rrr stratagem saved him from destractioD. 

823. 

^9. ' XLYL The praetorians, from this time, knew no 
control. They chose their own prsefects; namely, 
Plotius Firmus, formerly a common soldier, raised 
afterwards to the command of the night-guard, and, 
even during the life of Galba, a partisan in favour 
of Otho. To him they added Licinius Procuhis, a 
man who lived in intimacy with Otho, and was sup- 
posed to be an accomplice in all bis dark designs. 
For the office of governor of Rome they named Fla- 
vins Sabinus (a), influenced in their choice by their 
respect for the memory of Nero, who had commit* 
ted to him the same important charge. The majority 
had another motive: by concurring in this nomina- 
tion, they meant to pay a compliment to Yespasian, 
the brother of Sabinus. Their next object was, to 
abolish the fees exacted by the centurions for occa- 
sional exemptions from dutf, and for leave of ab- 
sence. These fees, in fact, were an annual tribute 
out of the pockets of the common men. In conse- 
quence of this abuse, a fourth part of every company 
was seen rambling about the country, or idly loiter- 
ing in the very camp. The centurion received his 
perquisite, and had no other care. Nor was the sol- 
dier solicitous about the price; he purchased a right 
to be idle, and the means by which he enabled him* 
self to defray the expense gave him no kind of 
scruple. By dieft, by robbery, and by servile em- 
ployments, he gained enough to enrich his officer; 
and the officer, in return, sold a dispensation from 
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Jabonr and the duties of the service. Whoever had book 
hoarded up a little money, was, for that reason, ha- ^ ^ q 
rassed with discipUne, and oppressed with labour, ^^ 
till he purchised the usual indulgence. " By these ^^* 
extortions the soldier was impoverished, his stock 
was exhausted; and after a vagabond life, his indus- 
try relaxed, and his vigour wasted» he returned to the 
camp without courage, strength, or money. By these 
pernicious practices corruption grew into a system. 
The common men forgot all discipline; their morab 
went to ruin; and, in the natural progress of vice, all 
became ripe for tumult, insurrections, and civil war. 
To remedy the mischief and, at the same time, not 
to alienate the minds of the centurions, Otho un- 
dertook to pay an annual equivalent to the officers 
out of his own revenue. This reform was, no doubt, 
both wise and just Good princes adopted it after- 
wards, and it is now a settled rule in the military 
system. Laco, the late commander of the praeto- 
rians, was condemned to an island, there, las was 
given out, to pass the remaijq^er of his days ; but a 
a veteran soldier, whom Otho had dispatched for the 
purpose, put an end to his life. Martianus Icelus, 
bemg of no higher rank than that of a manumitted 
slave, died by the hand of the executioner. 

XLYII. After the horrors of a day spent iu guilt, 
and blood, and carnage, if any thing could add to 
the publie misery, it was the joy that succeeded to 
that dbmal scene. The pnetor of the city (a) sum- 
UKmod a meeting of the senate. The other magis- 
trates strove to distinguish themselves by the vilest 
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— - — The tribuDitioD power, the name of Augustus, and 
822. all imperial honours enjoyed by former princes, 
69. ' were by A decree granted to Otho. Several mem- 
bers of that assembly were conscious of having 
thrown odious colours on the name and character of 
their new emperor, and hoped to expiate, by present 
flattery, the bitterness of former invectives. Whether 
Otho despised those injurious reflections, or stored 
them in his memoiy for future occasions, is uncer- 
tain. The shortness of his reign has left that matter 
undecided. He was conveyed in triumph to the ca- 
pitol, and thence to the imperial palace. In his way, 
he saw the forum discoloured with blood, and heaps 
of slaughtered citizens lying round him. He granted 
leave to remove tbe dead bodies, and to perform the 
rites of sepulture. The remains of Piso were buried 
by his wife Ferania (6), and Scribonianus his brother. 
The last duty to Titus Vinius was performed by his 
daughter Crispina (c). Their heads^ which the 
murderers had reserved for sale, were found, and 
redeemed at a stipulated price. 

XLVni. Piso had well nigh completed the thir- 
ty-first year of his age ; always high in the esteem of 
the public, yet never happy. Two of his brothers 
suflered a violent death; Magnus, by the command 
of Claudius, and Crassus by the cruelty of Nero. 
He himself had passed a considerable part of his 
time in banidiment; an outlaw for some years, 
and four days a prince. By the adoption of Galba 
he was raised above hb eldest brother; but, by 
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that preference, all he gained was to be murdered book 
first 

Titus Yiniiis had reached the age of fifty-seven; 
a man of unsettled principle, and various manners. 
His father was of a praetorian family; his grandfather 
by the maternal line was in the number proscribed 
by the triumvirate. His first campaign, under Cal- 
visius Sabinus (a), began with disgrace. The wife 
of his commanding officer, prompted by wanton 
curiosity, went by night, in the disguise of a com- 
mon soldier, to view the site and disposition of the 
camp. In her frolic, she went round to visit the sen- 
tinels, and the posts and stations of the army. Ar- 
riving at length at the place where the eagles were 
deposited, she did not scruple te commit the act of 
adultery on that sacred spot. Yinius was charged as 
her accomplice, and, by order of Caligula, loaded 
with irons. By the revolution which soon after hap- 
pened he regained his liberty, and from that time 
rose to honours. He discharged the office of prsetor, 
and afterwards commanded a legion, free from re- 
proach. His name, however, was soon after branded 
with a crime, which a common slave would have 
blushed to commit. Being a guest at the table of 
Claudius, he was chained with pilfering a golden 
goblet On the following day, that emperor, to dis- 
tinguish Yinius from the rest of his company, gave 
orders that he should be trusted with nothing better 
than a cup of earthen ware. Notwithstanding this 
disgrace, he became proconsul of Narbon Gaul, and 
acquitted himself in his administration with distin- 
guished firmness and equal integrity. The friendship 
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BOOK of Galba placed him on the brink of a precipice. 
Bold and prompt in action, of an enterprising genius 
823. and undaunted courage, he was at the same time 
69.' dark, subtle, and deceitful Q/aalified to succeed ia 
whatever he undertook, and by nature ready for 
good or evil deeds, he practised vice and virtue with 
alternate success and equal ardour. His last will, on 
account of his immoderate wealth, was declared null 
and void. That of Piso was confirmed by his poverty. 

XLIX. Galba^s body, during the night that fol- 
lowed the murder, lay exposed to numberless in- 
dignities. It was at length conveyed by Ai^ius, an 
ancient slave and steward of that unfortunate empe- 
ror to the private gardens of his master, and there 
deposited in an humble manner without honour or 
distinction. His head, in a mangled condition, was 
fixed on a pole by the rabble of the camp, and set 
up to public view near the tomb of Patrobius, a 
slave manumitted by Nero, and by order of Gal- 
ba put to death. In that situation it was found on 
the following day, and added to the ashes of the 
body, which had been already committed to the 
flames. Such was the end of Servius Galba, in the 
seventy-third year of his age. He had seen the reign 
of five princes, and enjoyed, during diat whole pe- 
riod, a series of prosperity; happy as a private citi- 
zen, as a prince unfortunate. He was descended from 
a long line oi ancestors. His wealth was great; his 
talents not above mediocrity. Free from vice, he 
can not be celebrated for his virtues. He knew the 
value of fame, yet was neither arrogant nor vain- 
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^orious. Having DO rapacity, he was an economist book 
of bis omi, and of the public treasure careful to a ^^ q! 
degree of avarice. To his friends and freedmen he ^^ 
was open, generous, and even resigned to their will. ^* 
When his choice was happilj made, his indulgence, 
however excessive, was at worst an amiable weak- 
ness; when bad men surrounded him, his good- 
nature bordered on folly. The splendour of his rank, 
and the felicity with which he steered through the 
dangers of a black and evil period, helped to raise 
the value of his character; his indolence passed for 
wisdom, and inactivity took the name of prudence. 
In the vigour of his days, he served with honour in 
Germany; as proconsul of Africa, he governed with 
moderation; and the Nethermost Spain, when he . 
was advanced in years, felt the mildness of his ad- 
ministration. While no higher than a private citizen, 
bis merit was thought superior to his rank; and the 
sufihiges of mankind would have pronounced him 
worthy of empire, had he never made the experi- 
ment 

L. In this disastrous juncture, while Rome was 
shuddering with horrror at the late dreadful carnage, 
and, from the well known vices of Otho^s nature, 
men were in dread of worse evils still to come, dis- 
patches from Germany brought an account ofa new 
storm ready to burst in that quarter. The revolt of 
Yitellius, and the armies under bis command, was 
DO longer a secret The intelligence arrived before 
flie death of Galba, but was suppressed by that em- 
peror,, that tbe^seditioD on the Upper RhiDe might 
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BOOK. i)e thought the only mischief that disturbed die trui- 
~ quillity of the empire. At length the true state of af* 
fairs was known, and a general panic spread through 
the city. Not only the senators and Roman 
knights, who had still some shadow of authori^. but 
the meaner populace, mourned over the distractions 
of their country. All were grieved, to see two men 
of the most pernicious characters, enervated by lux* 
ury, and abandoned to every vice, chosen by some 
fatality to be the bane and ruin of the commonwealth. 
The crimes and miseries, which, under the late em- 
perors were one continued pestilence, were no longer 
the objects that employed the public mmd. The 
civil wars were fresh in the memory of all; they 
talked of Rome besieged and taken by her own ar- 
mies; they remembered Italy laid waste, ttie provin- 
ces plundered, the battles of Pharsalia and I%ilippi, 
and the siege of Modena and Perosia (a), two places 
well known in history, and each of them the scene 
of public calamity. 

^ In those tempestuous times, the stru^le, it was 
^ observed, lay between men of illustrious charac- 
^^ ter, and by their contentions the state was brought 
^ to the brink of ruin. But even then, under Julius 
^^ Caesar, the empire still survived and flourished It 
^^ survived under Augustus, and gained additional 
^^ lustre. Under Pompey and Brutus, had their arms 
^^ prevailed, the republic would have been once more 
^ established. But those men have passed away. 
^ Otho and Yitellius are now the competitors: and 
^^ for them, or either of them, shall the people crowd 
'' to the temples? Must they pray for a tyrant to reiiga 
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^^ oTOr them? Vows, in such a cause, were impious, ^^ 
^^ since in a war between two detestable rivals, he, a. u. c. 
^^ who conquers, will J^ armed with power to com- a^d. 
^^ mit still greater crimes, and prove himself the 
^^ worsf Such were the reasonings of the people. 
Some, who saw at a distance, fixed their eyes on 
Tespasian, and the armies in the East They foresaw 
new commotions ip that part of the world, and dread- 
ed the calamities of another war. Vespasian, they 
agreed, was in every respect superior to the two 
chiefs, who now convulsed the state; but even his 
character (b) was rather problematical The truth 
is, of all the princes, who to his time reigned at 
Rome, he was the only one, whom power reformed, 
and made a better man* 

LL That the revolt under Vitellius may be seen 
io its true light, it will be necessary to state the 
causes that produced it I therefore go back to the 
origin of that event After the defeat of Julius Vin- 
dex (a), and the total rout of his armies, the victo- 
rious, l^ions, enriched with booty, grew wanton 
vritb success. To men, who without fatigue or dan- 
ger had closed a lucrative war, the love of enterprise 
became a natural passion. Tb^Y preferred hostilifiet 
to a state of inaction, and plunder to the soldier^s 
pay. They had, till the late commotions called them 
forth, endured the hardships of a rigorous service, 
in a bleak climate and a desolate country^ where even 
in time of peace, discipline was enforced with strict 
severity. But discipline they knew, would be re- 
laxed by civil discord. In the distractions of parties, 
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"^^ u c. Quence, fraud, comiptiooy and treachery triom^ 

A^*. with impunity. The mutinous soldiers were abon- 
^^' dantly provided with arms and horses, both for pa- 
rade and service. Before the late war in Gaul, they 
saw no more than the company, or the tnx^ of horse, 
to which they belonged. Stationed at different quar* 
ters, they never went beyond their Hmits, and the 
boundaries of the provinces kept the armies distinct 
and separate. Being at length drawn together to 
make head against Yindex, they felt their own 
strength; and having tasted the sweets of victory, 
they wanted to renew the troubles^ by vdiich their 
rapacity had been so amply gratified. They no lon- 
ger treated the Gauls as their allies and friends; tiiey 
considered them as enemies, and a vanquished 
people. 

In tlieso hostile sentiments they were confirmed 
by such of the Gallic nation as dwelt on the borders 
of the Rhine. The people on that side of the coun- 
try, had taken up arms against Yindex, and his allies, 
whom, since the death of that chief, they chose to 
caU the Gai^biah Faction; and now, by every arti- 
fice, by infusions of their own malice, they endea* 
voured to kindle a war between the Romans and 
their countrymen. The animosity of the legions was 
easily excited. The Sequanians, the iEduans, and 
other states, according to their opulence, were tfie 
chief objects of resentment. The soldiers thought 
of nothmg but towns assaulted and carried by 
storm, the plunder of houses, and the desolatioB of 
the country. In the heat of unagiuation, eveiy 
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anticipated the booty that was to fall to his share, book 
To their arrogaDce and avarice, the neyer-failing j^^^q '' 
vices of the strongest^ they united the indignation ^; 
of men who feh themselves insulted by the vain- ^' 
gl6ry with which the i£daans and the rest of the 
obnoxious states made it their boast, that, in despite 
of the legions, they had extorted from Galba a re- 
mission of one. fourth of their tribute, and an ex- 
tension of their territory. To these incentives was 
added a report, artfuDy thrown out and readily be- 
lieved, that the legions were to be decimated, and the 
best and bravest of the centurions to be dismissed 
from the service. To increase the ferment, tidings 
of an alarming nature arrived from every quarter, 
and, in particular, a storm was said to be gathering 
over the city of Rome. The people of Lyons, stiU 
feithful to the memory of Nero, and the avowed 
enemies of Galba, took care to disseminate the worst 
reports. From that place, as from the centre of in- 
telligence, rumours constandy issued: but the camp 
was the magazine of news, where invention framed 
the lie of the day, and credulity stood ready to re- 
ceive it The passions of the soldiers were in con- 
stant agitation: malice embittered their minds, and 
fear held them m suspense. But tfa^ viewed their 
numbers, and their courage revived. They found 
diemselves in force, and in full security laughed at 
the idea of danger. 

Ln. It was near the calends of December in the 
preceding year, when Aulus Yitellius first appeared 
in die Lower Germany. He made it his business to 
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^ u c. stored several oflScers who had been degraded, and 
^ relieved others from the disgrace of an ignominious 
^* sentence. In these proceedings he acted, b some 
instances, with justice, in others, with a view to hif 
own ambition. He condemned the sordid avarice 
with which Fonteius Capito granted or refused rank 
in the army. He established a fair and r^ular sys- 
tem of military promotion, and in the eyes of die 
soIdienB appeared to exceed the powers usually vest- 
ed in consular generals. He seemed to be an oflficer 
of superior weight and grandeur. Reflecting men 
saw the baseness of his motives (a), while his crea* 
tures extolled every part of his conduct The pro- 
fusion, which without judgment or economy, lavish- 
ed away in bounties all his own property, and 
squandered that of others, was by his sycophants 
called benevolence and generosity. Even the vices, 
that sprung from the lust of dominion, were by his 
creatures transformed into so many virtues. 

In the two armies on the Upper and Lower 
Rhine, there were, no doubt, men well disposed, 
and of sober conduct; but, at the same time, both 
camps were infested by a set of desperate incendia- 
ries. At the head of the factious and the turbulent 
stood Alienus Carina and Fabius Talens, each the 
commander of a legion, both remarkable for their 
avarice, and both of a daiing spirit, ready for any 
desperate enterprise Yalpns had served the inte- 
rest of Galba, by detecting Yerginius, as soon as 
the conduct of that officer seemed to be equivocal: 
he had also cruiihed the macfamations of Canito. and 
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for those senrices tboaght himself ill requited. ^^^ 
Stuog with resentmeot, he dow endeavoured to XuTcT 
roqse . the ambition of Fitelliufl. ^ The soldiers,'^ 
he said, ^^were zealous in hi9 service, and the 
^ name of Yitellius stood in high esteem through*- 
^ out the Roman world. From Hordeonius Flaccus 
^ no opposition was to be apprehended Britian was - 
^ ready to declare against Galba, and the German 
^ auxiliaries would follow their example. The pro- 
^^ vinces wavered in their duty, and by consequence, 
^^ the precarious authority of a feeble old man would 
^ be soon transferred to other hands. Fortune court» 
^^ ed Fiteliius: he had nothing to do but to open 
^^ his arms and receive her favours. Yerginius, in- 
^ deed, had every thing to chill his hopes and 
^ &mp his resolution. He had no splendid line of 
^^ ancestors to recommend him. He was of an eques- 
^^ trian family; but his father lived and died in ob- 
^ scurity. A man of his cast would have proved un- 
^ equal to the weight of empire. A private station 
^ was to him a post of safety. The case of Yitellius 
^ was very different. Sprung from a father who had 
^ been three times consul, once in conjunction with 
^ the emperor Claudius, and who, moreover, had 
^ dischai^ed the dBce of censor, he might well as- 
^ pire to the highest elevatioa The honours of his 
^^ fanuly mailed him out for the imperial dignity. 
^ Too great for a private station, he must reach the 
*' summit of power, or be utterly lost.'^ Notwith- 
standing this inflammatory speech, the phlegmatic 
temper of Yitellius was not to be roused. A few 
&int wishes fluttered at his heart, but hope could 
find no admissiour 
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^ ,' ^ on the Upper Rhinoi had drawn to himself the affec*- 
822. tiQQs of the army. Toung, and of a comely figare, 
^' tall and well proportioned, with an air of dignity in 
his deportment, a flow of eloquence, and an aspiring 
genius, he had all the qualities that made an impres- 
sion on the military mind. Though a young man, 
he discharged the office of quaestor in the province 
of Bdstica in Spain, and was among the first that 
went over to Galba^s interest That emperor^ to re- 
ward his zeal, gave him the command of a legion 
in Germany ; but finding, afterwards, that be had been 
guilty of embezzling the public money, he ordered 
hipd to be called to a strict account Cascina was not 
of a temper to submit with patience. He resolved 
to embroil the state, and in the general confusion 
hoped to find a remedy for his own private afflic- 
tions. The seed^lots of rebellion were already laid 
in the army. In the war against Tindex they had 
taken the field, and, till they heard that Nero was 
no more, never declared in favour of Galba. Even 
in that act of submission, they showed no forward 
zeal, but suffered the legions on the Lower Rhine 
to take the lead. There was still another circumstance 
that helped to sharpen their discontent The Tre- 
viri, the Lingones, and other states, which had felt 
the severity of Galba^s edicts, or had seen their ter- 
ritory reduced to narrower limits, lay contiguous to 
the winter quarters of the legions. Hence frequent 
intercourse, cabals, and seditious meetings, in which 
the soldiers grew more corrupt, envenomed as thqr 
were by the politics of discontented peasants. Hence 
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their zesd to piDmote the interest of Veipnius, and, book 
when that project failedi their readiness to list under 
any other chief. 



I. 



A.U.C. 

833. 

A. D. 

69. 



LIV. The Lingones, in a token of friendship, had 
sent presents to the legions, and, in conformity to 
their ancient asage, the symbolical figure of two 
right hands clasping one another. Their deputies 
appeared with the mien and garb of affliction. They 
went round the camp, and in every quarter disbur- 
thened thdr complaints. In the tents, and in the 
place for the standards and eagles, they painted 
forth their own private injuries, while other states en- 
joyed the favour and the protection of Galba. Finding 
that they made an impression, they represented to 
the soldiers the dangers that hung over then* own 
heads, and the hardships under which they hboured. 
The Bomans caught the infection. A general frenzy 
spread throu^i the camp; the flame of sedition 
was ready to break out; and some dreadful mischief 
seemed to be impending, when Hordeonius Flaccus, 
in the dead of night, ordered the deputies to depart 
without further delay. A report soon prevailed that 
01^ were all treacherously murdered, and that, if 
the soldiers did not instantly provide for then* own 
safety, the best and bravest of the army would be 
cruelly butchered, under covert of the nighty far 
Own their comrades, and without the knowledge of 
dieir friends. A secret combination was immediately 
fiHtned. The soldiers joined in a bond of union. The"^ 
auxiliary cohorts, at first suspected of a design to 
rise aj^Jast tfaa l^pon% and put the whole body to 
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/^j^Q Such is the nature of profligate and abandoned 

^^^^ minds: in peace and profound tranquiUi^, they wt^ 

^- dom agree ; but for seditious purposes a coalition is 

easily formed. 

LY . The legions on the Lower Rhine, on the ca* 
lends of January, went through the usual form of 
swearing fidelity to Galba; but the form only was 
observed. No roan was seen to act with alacrity. In 
the foremost ranks a feeble sound was heard; the 
words of the oath were repeated widi an unwilling 
murmur, while the rest remained in sullen silence ; 
each man, as usual in dangerous enterprises, ex* 
pecting the bold example of his comrades, ready to 
second the insurrection, yet not daring to be^n it. 
A leaven of discordant humours pervaded the whole 
mass of the army. The first and fifth l^ons were 
the most outrageous: some of them pelted the images 
of Galba widi a volley of stones. The fifteenth and 
sixteenth abstained from acts of violence, but w^e 
loud and clamorous: they bawled sedition, but wait- 
ed for ringleaders to begin the fray. 

In the Upper Germany the tumult was still more 
violent On the same calends of Janiiary, the fourth 
and eighteenth legions, quartered together in one 
winter-camp, dashed the images of Galba into frag- 
ments. In this outrage the fourth legion led the way^ 
and the eighteenth, after balancing for some time, 
followed their example. Unwilling, however, to in- 
cur the imputation of a rebellion against their coun- 
try, they agreed to revive the antiquated names of 
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the ssNATS AND ROMAH PBopuB, and in that repub- book 
lican form took the oath of fidell^. Not one com- ^ ^ ^ 
mander of a l^oo, nor even 00 much as a tribunei ^ 
appeared in (ayour of Galba; on the contrary, many ^* 
of them, as often happens in cases of public confa- 
sion, Aot only connived, bat helped to increase the 
tumult The mutineers were still without a leader* 
No man took upon him to harangue the multitude; ' 
no orator ascended the tribunal; nor could the m- 
oendiaries tell in whose service their eloquence was 
to be employed. 

LFI. Hordeonius Flaccus beheld this scene of 
confusion, and, though a consular commander, never 
once interposed with his authoritf to restrain the 
violent, to secure the wavering, or to animate the 
well affected. He looked on, a calm spectator, tame 
and passive; it maybe added, innocent, but/ inno- 
cent tfarou^ sluggish indolence. Four centurions 
of the eighteenth 1^'on, namely. Nonius Receptns, 
Donatius Talens, Romilius Marcellus, and Calpur* 
nins Repentinus, attempted to defend the images of 
Galba. The soldiers attacked them with impetuous 
vidence, and all four were loaded with fetters. From 
fliat moment all fidelity was at an end. The obliga- 
tion of the former oath was no longer binding. It 
happened in this, as in all seditions: one set appeared 
to be the most numerous, the rest followed the 
leaders and the whde herd was of one party. In the 
course of the night that followed the calends of Ja* 
nuary, the eagle-bearer of the fourtii l^on arrived 
at the Agrippinian colony (a), where TiteUius was 
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^' fourth and eighteenth legions, having destroyed the 
822. ' images of Galba, took a new form of oath to ths 
69. ' SENATE AND ROMAN PEOPLE. As that goYemment 
existed no longer, the oajth was deemed a nallity. 
In this crisis it was judged proper to seize the op- 
portunity that fortune offered, and by the nomination 
of an emperor, fix the wavering temper of the le- 
gions. Dispatches were accordingly sent to inform 
the army in the Lower Germany, that the soldiers 
on the Upper Rhine had revolted from Galba, and 
^ that, by consequence, it remained for them either to 
march against the rebels, or, for the sake of peace 
and mutual concord, to create another emperor. Id 
choosing for themselves they would hazard little ; 
but indecision might be dangerous. 

LVn. The winter-quarters (a) of the first legion 
were nearest to the residence of Yitellius. Fabios 
Yalens was the commanding officer; a prompt and 
daring leader of sedition. On the following day he 
put himself at the head of the cavalry belonging to 
his own legion, and, with a party of the auxiliaries, 
proceeded by a rapid march to the Agrippinian 
colony. He no sooner entered the city^ than he sa- 
luted Yitellius by the title of emperor. The legions 
of the province, with zeal and ardour, followed his 
example ; and three days before the nones of Janu- 
ary, the legions in Upper Germany declared for Yi- 
tellius, losing all memory of the senate and the Ro- 
man people. Those specious words, which a few 
days before resounded with so much energy, ware 
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dropt at once ; and the men, it was now plain, were book 
never in their hearts the soldiers of a republic The ^ ^ ^ - 
Agrippinian people, the Treveri, and Lingones, were ^^ 
determined not to be behind-hand in demonstrations ^^ 
of zeaL They oflfered asu{^ly of arms and horses, 
of men and money, in proportion to their respective 
abilities. The strong and valiant were willing to 
serve in person ; the rich opened their treasure ; and 
die skilful gave dieir advice. The leading chiefs, 
as well in the colonies as in the camp, who had al- 
ready enriched themselves by the spoils of war, 
wished for another victoiy that might bring with it 
an accumulation of wealth. The zeal with which 
they entered into the league, was what might be ex** 
pected ; but the alacrity of the common men was be* 
held with wonder. Poor and destitute, they made a 
tender of their travelling subsistence, their belts, their 
accoutrements, and the silver ornaments of their 
armour; all excited by one general impulse, a sudden 
fit of blind enthusiasm. In their motives there was, 
no doubt, a min^e of avarice; and plunder, they 
hoped would be the reward of valour. 

LYIII. Yitellius, after bestowing the highest 
praise on the spirit with which the soldiers em- 
braced his cause, proceeded to regulate the various 
departments of public business He transferred the 
ofiBces, hitherto granted to the imperial freedmen, 
to the Roman knights; and the fees claimed by the 
t^enturioDs for exemptions from dutp, were, for the 
future, to be defrayed out of the revenue of the 
prince. The fury of ihfi soldiers, demuding ven- 
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^^,' ^ ed. He yielded in some instances, and in ^^ben 
sh. eluded their resentment under colour of reserving the 
^* obnoxious for heavier punishment Pompeius Pro* 
pinquus, the governor of Belgic Gaul, was put to 
death on the spot; but Julius Burdo, who command- 
ed the German fleet, was saved by an artful strata- 
gem. The army considered that officer as the accuser 
first, and afterwards as the murderer of Fonteius 
Capito, whose memory was still held in respect To 
pardon openly was not in the power of TiteHius: he 
could execute in open day; but to be merciful, he 
was obliged to deceive. Burdo remained in prison 
till the victory .obtained by TiteHius appeased the 
wrath of the soldiers. He then was set at liberty. 
In the mean time, Centurio Crispinus, who with his 
own hand had shed the blood of Capito, suffered as 
a victim to expiate that atrocious deed. His guilt 
was manifest; the soldiers demanded his blood, and 
Titellius thought a man of that description no kind 
of loss. 

LIX. Julius Civilis was the next whom the army 
doomed to destruction ; but being of high rank and 
consequence among the Batavians, fear of a rupture 
with that fierce and warlike people saved his life. 
There were, at Aat time, in the territoiy of fiie Lin- 
gones, no less than eight Batavian cohorts, annexed 
at first as auxiliaries to the fourteenth legion, but 
separated in the distraction of the times; a bodj 
of men, in that juncture, of the greatest moment 
It was in theu* power to turn the scale in faveur of 



OF TAClTUa 77 

whatever party Hhej espooaed. Nmiius, Donatiaa, book 
Romiliua, and Calpaniiaa, the four centurions al- ^ ^ ^ 
ready mentioned, were, hj order of Yitellios, hurried ^^ 
to execution. They had remained steady in their duty ^* 
to their prince; and fidelity is a crime which men in 
open rebellion never pardon. Valerius Asiaticus, the 
governor of Be^ Gaul, to whom, in a short time 
alter, Yitellius gave his daughter in marriage; and 
Junius Blaesus, who presided in the province of 
Lyons, and had under his command the Italic legion 
(a), and the body of horse called ttte Taunnian ca- 
valry (6), went over to the party of the new emperor. 
The forces in Rbastia were not long in suspense, and 
the legions in Britain declared, without hesitatioB, in 
&vour of Yitellius. 

LX. Britain was, at that time, governed by Tre- 
bellius Maximos (a) ; a man, for his avarice and sor- 
did practices, despised and hated by the army. Be- 
tween him and Roscius Gaelius, who commanded the 
twentieth legion, there had been a long subsisting 
quarrel, renewed of late with keener acrimony, and 
embittered by the distractions of a civil war. Caelius 
was chai^ged by his superior officer with being the 
fomenter of sedition, and an enemy to discipline and 
good order: in return, he recriminated, alleging that 
the commander m chief plundered the legions, and 
left the soldiers to languish in distress and poverty. 
From this dissension between Aenr officers the contr 
mon men caught Ae infection. All discifdine was at 
an end. Licentiousness prevailed, and the tumult 
rose at length to such a height, that Trebellius, in- 
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^ ^j Q valiy, and betrayed by the cohorts, was obliged to 
J^^ fly for refuge to Yitellius. The province, however, 
^* notwithstanding the flight of a consular governor, re- 
mained in a perfect state of tranquillity. The com- 
manders of the legions held the reins of government, 
by their commissions equal in authority, but eclipsed 
by the enterprising genius and the daring spirit of 
Caelius. 

LXL The arrival of the force» from Britain was 
an accession of strength; and thereupon Yitellius, 
flushed wilh hope, abounding in resources, and strong 
in numbers, resolved to cariy the war into Italy by 
two difierent routes, under the conduct of two com- 
manders. Fabius Yalens was sent forward, with in* 
structions to draw to his interest the people of Gaul, 
and, if he found them obstinate, to lay waste their 
country with fire and sword. He was afterwards to 
pass over the Cattian JUps (a), and make an irrup- 
tion into Italy. Ca&cina, the other general, was order- 
ed to take a nearer way, over the Penine mountains, 
and make his descent on that side. The flower of the 
army from the Lower Rhine, with the ea^e of the 
fifth legion, and the cohorts and cavalry, amounting 
to forty thousand men, were put under the command 
of Yalens. Caecina advanced from the Upper Ger- 
many with no less than thirty thousand, of which the 
one-and*twentieth legion was the main strength. 
Each commander had a reinforcement of German 
auxiliaries. Yitellius followed them, with a third 
army, to crush whatever resisted, and bring up the 
whole weight of the war. 
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LXn. The new emperor and his army presented book 
a striking contrast: the soldiers burned with impa- ^ ^j ^ 
tience, and with one voice demanded to be led against f^^- 
the enemy. ^ It was time,'' they said,'' ^ to push on 69. 
^^ the war with vigour, while the two Gauls are in 
^ commotion, and Spain is yet undecided. ^^ The 
^ winter season is far from being an obstacle; nor 
^ were the men to be amused with idle negotiations 
^ to bring on a compromise. Italy, in all events, must 
^ be invaded., and Rome taken by storm. In civil dis- 
^^ sensiotts, it is esqpedition that gives life and enei^ 
^^ to all military operations. The crisis calls for vi- 
^^ gour, and debate was out of season." Fitellius, in 
the mean time, loitered away his time in dull repose, 
lifeless, torfMd, drunk at noon-day, and overwhelmed 
with gluttony (a). The imperial dignity, he thought, 
consisted in riot and profusion, and he resolved to 
enjoy the prerogative of a prince. The spirit of the 
soldiers supplied the defects of their prince. They 
neither wanted him in the ranks to animate the brave^ 
nor to rouse the tardy and inactive. Each man was 
his own general. With one consent they formed the 
ranks, and demanded the signal for the march. They 
saluted Yitellius by the name of Oermanicus (b) ; that 
of Caesar he chose to decline, and even after his vic- 
tory always rejected it Yalens began his march. On 
that very day his army beheld a joyful omen. An 
eagle appeared at the head of the lines, measuring his 
flight by the movement of the soldiers, as if to guide 
them on their way. The air resounded with shouts of 
joy, while the bird proceeded in die same regular 
course, undismayed by the uproar, and stitt seemitig 
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j^ u. c. coiiBidered as a sore pn^uostic of a signal victory. 

822. ' 
A D. 

^^* LXIII. The army advanced in good order towards 
the state of the Treviri, whom they considered as 
their friends and allies. At Divodurum (a) (a ci^ of 
the Mediomatrici) they received every mark of kind- 
ness, but were seized unaccountably widi a sudden 
panic, in its etkct so extraordinary, that the soldiere 
grasped their arms, and fell upon the innocent in- 
habitants sword in hand. In this dreadful outrage 
the love of plunder had no diare; a sudden frenzy 
possessed every mind; and, as the cause was un* 
known, no remedy could be applied. No less than 
four thousand men were massacred; and, if the en- 
treaties of the general had not at length prevailed, 
die whole ci^ had been laid in blood. The rest oS 
Gaul was alarmed by this horrible catastrophe to 
such a degree, that, wherever the army approached, 
wh(rfe cities, with the magistrates at their head, went 
forth in a suppliant manner to sue for mercy. Bfo-^ 
thers wifli their children lay prostrate on the ground, 
as if a conquering enemy advanced against them ; and, 
tiiough nothing like hostility subsisted, the wretched 
people were obliged, in profound peace, to dejurecate 
ail the horrors of war. 

LXIT. Yalens arrived with his army at the ca- 
pital city of the Leucians (a). At that place he re- 
ceived intel^nce of the murder of Galba, and the 
accession of Otho. The news made no impression on 
the sddiers. Unmoved by joy or fear, they thou^t 
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of nothing but the spoils of war. The Gauls, released book 
by this event from their attachment to Galba, were — -t— 
DOW at liberty to choose their party. Otho and Yi* ^22. 
tellius were objects of their detestation; but they 69. 
feared the latter. The army proceeded on their march 
to the territory of the Lingones, a people well dis* 
posed towards Vitellius. They met with a friendly 
reception, and passed their time in acts of mutual 
kindness. But this amicable intercourse was inter* 
rupted by the intemperance of the cohort (b), which 
had been separated, as already mentioned, from the 
fourteenth legion, and by Yalens incorporated with 
his army. Being of the Batavian nation, and by na* 
ture fierce and warlike^ they lived on bad terms with 
the legiona Opprobrious words passed between 
them; from words contention arose: the legionary 
soldiers entered into the dispute, and joined Ibe dif- 
ferent parties as judgment or inclination prompted 
The quarrel rose to such a pitch, that, if Yalens had 
not interposed, and, by making a few examples, re* 
called the Batavians to a sense of their duty, a bloody 
battle must have been the consequence. 

A colourable pretext for falling on the JCduans 
was the ardent wish of the army; but that people 
not only complied with the demand of money and 
anus, but added a voluntary supply of provisions. 
What was thus done by the ^duans through mo- 
tives of fear, the people of Lyons performed with 
inclination and zeal to serve the cause of Yitellius. 
From that city the Italic legion and the Tau* 
EiifiAN CAVALRY wcro Ordered to join the army. 
The eighteenth cohort (c), which had been used to 
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^ j^ ^^ at that time commanded the Italic l^on. This 

^^^ officer had rendered good service to the cause; but 

^^* his services were repaid with ingratitude by ¥itel- 

lius. The fact was^ Fabius Valens, tiie conunander 

in chief» had given a secret stab to his reputation, 

and, to cover his malice, played an artful game, with 

all the plausible appearance of sly hypocrisy. In 

public he praised the person whom he wounded in 

the dark. 

LXY. The late war had kindled afresh the deadly 
feud, which had long subsisted between the people 
of Lyons and the inhabitants of Yienne (a). In the 
various baittles, which they had fought with alternate 
success, and prodigious slaughter, it was visible that 
so much animositjr was not merely the effect of party 
rage in a contest between Nero and Galba. The 
people of Lyons had felt the weight of Galba^s dis- 
pleasure; they saw their revenues (b) wrested out of 
their hands, and confiscated to the imperial treasury, 
while their inveterate enemies enjoyed the favours 
of the emperor. Hence a new source of jealousy. 
The two cities were separated by a river (c) ; but 
they were hostile neighbours, and they saw each 
other with inflamed resentment Revenge and ma* 
lice were not to be appeased. The citizens of Lyons 
omitted nothing that could excite the legions against 
their rivals: they talked with the soldiers, man by 
man, and nothing less than the utter destruction of 
y ienne could satisfy thenr indignation. ^^ Lyons,^ 
they said, f^ had been besi^ed by their mortal eoe- 
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^ lilies, who had taken up arms in the cause of Via- book 
^ dex, and hiely raised recruits to complete the le- ^ ^j ^ 
^^ gioDS in the service of Galba.'^ To these incentives .^* 
tbey added the temptation of plunder in a rich and ^* 
opulent city. Finding that they had infused their 
rancour into the minds of the soldiers, they no longer 
depended on secret practices, but openly, and in a 
body, preferred their petition, imploring the army to 
march forth the redressers of wrong, and rase to the 
ground a city, that had been the nursery of war, and 
a hive of enemies; a foreign race, who hated the Ro^ 
man name. Lyons, they said, was a confederate cdo- 
ny (d), a portion of the army, willing, at all times, to 
diare in the good or evil fortune of the empire. The 
issue of the present war might be disastrous to their 
party. They therefore implored the legions not to 
leave them, in the event of a defeat, at the mercy of 
a furious and implacable enemy. 

LXVI. These entreaties had their effect The le* 
gions were roused to vengeance, and the flame rose 
to such a height, ttiat the commanders and other offi* 
cers despaired of being able to extinguish it The 
inhabitants of Vienne had notice of their danger. 
They came forth in solemn procession, bearing in 
their hands (a) the sacred vestments, and all the 
usual tokens of peace and humUe supplication. 
They met the Romans on their march, and, falling 
prostrate on the ground, claqped their knees, and in 
a pathetic strain deprecated the vengeance ready to 
burst upon fliem. Fabius V alens judged it expedient 
to order a distribution of three hundred sesterces to 
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^ J^ ny was respected for its wortli and ancient dignity. 
f^^ The general pleaded in behalf of the inhabitants, and 
^' was heard with attention. The state, however, was 
obliged to furnish a supply of arms and warlike 
stores. Individuals,with emulation, contributed from 
their private stock. The report, however, was, that , 
the people, in good time, applied a large ^um of mo- 
ney, and purchased the protection of the command- 
er in chieC Thus much is certain, that, after being 
for a long time depressed with poverty, he grew sud- 
denly rich, but took no pains to conceal his affluence. 
The art of rising in tiie world with moderation, was 
not the talent of Valens. His passions had been re- 
strained by indigence, and now, when fortune smiled, 
the sudden taste of pleasure hurried him into excess. 
A beggar in his youth, he was, in old age, a volup- 
tuous prodigal. 

The army proceeded by slow marches through 
the territory of the Allobrogians, and thence to the 
VocontianB ; the general, during the whole progress, 
making his market at every place, and selling his 
favours f9r a sum of money. For a bribe he fixed 
the length of each day^s march, and shifted his camp 
for a price agreed upon between him and the owners 
of the lands. In aH these exactions Yalens enforced 
his orders with unrelenting cruelty, nor did he blush 
to drive open bargains with the magistrates of the ' 
several cities. Torches and firebrands were prepared 
to fire the town of Lucus, situate in the territory of 
the Yocontians ; and the place would infallibly have 
been burnt to the ground, if the people bad not ran- 
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somed themselves with a considerable sum. Where book 
pecuniary bribes were not to be bad, women were .^ ^ ^. 
obliged to resign their persons, and prostitution be- f ^^: 
came the price of common humanity. In this man* ^^* 
ner, gratifying his avarice, or his brutal passions, 
Yalens arrived at the foot of the Alps. 

LXYII. Caecina,.who commanded the second 
army, marked his way with greater rapine and more 
horrible cruelty. He found in the territory of the 
Helvetians abundant cause to provoke a man of his 
ferocious temper. The people of that district, ori- 
ginally a Gallic nation (a), were renowned in former 
times for their valour, and their exploits in war. Of 
late years, the history of their ancestors was their 
only ^ory. Not having heard of the death of Galba, 
they were unwilling to acknowledge Yitellius. In 
this disposition of their minds, they had soon a cause 
of quarrel, occasioned by the rapacity of the twenty- 
first legion. That body of men fell in with a party, 
who were escorting a sum of money to a strong 
fort, where the Helvetians had immemorially main- 
tained a garrison. The Romans seized the whole as 
lawful plunder. An act of violence, so unwarranted, 
raised the indignation of the people. Determined to 
make reprisals, they intercepted a small party on 
their way to Pannonia, with letters from the Grerman 
army to the legions stationed in that country. They 
seized the papers, and detained in custody a centu- 
rion with some of his soldiers. This, to such a man 
as Cascina, was ample provocation. He wished for 
nothing so much as a pretence for open hostility. 
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BOOK Whenever he took umbrage, he struck his bkmr 
— i= — without delay. To defer the puoishment, were to 
823. leave time for repentance. He marched against tiie 
69.' Helvetians, and, having laid waste the country, sack* 
ed a place, built, during the leisure of a long peace^ 
in the form of a municipal town, remarkable for the 
beauty of the situation, and, by reason of its salubri- 
ous waters (6), much frequented. Not content with 
this act of revenge, he sent dispatches into Bha^a, 
with orders to the auxiliaries of that country to hang 
upon the rear of the Helvetians, while he advanced 
to attack them in front 

LXYIII. The spirit of the Helvetians, fierce and 
intrepid, while the danger was at a distance, b^an 
to droop as soon as the war drew nearer. In the be* 
ginning of these hostilities they had chosen Claudius 
Severus to command their forces, but terror and 
confusion followed. They neither knew the use of 
their arms, nor the advantage of discipline. To keep 
their ranks in battle was not their practice, nor were 
they able to act in concert with iheir united force. 
The contest tiiey now perceived must be unequal 
with a veteran army; and, their fortifications being 
every where in decay, to stand a siege was not ad- 
visable. Caecina advanced at the head of a numerous 
army; the cavalry and auxiliary forces from Rhaetia, 
with the youth of that country, inured to arms, and 
trained to the art of war, were ready to attack them 
in the rear. The country was laid waste^ and a dread- 
ful carnage followed. The Helvetians betook them* 
selves to flight; and, after wandering about in a 
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general panic, wounded, maimed, and unable to re- book 
sist, they threw down their arms, and fled for refuge .]\^ 
to the mountain, known by the name of Yocetius ^s- 
(a). A band of Tbracians was sent to dislodge them. 69.' 
Driven from their fastness, they betook themselves 
to the woods, or fled to their lurking-places, while 
die Germans and Rhastians hung upon them in their 
flight Several thousands were jput to the sword, or 
sold to davery. Having ravaged the country, and 
laid a scene of desolation, the army marched to the 
siege of Aventicum (b), the capitol of the Helvetians. 
The inhabitants sent their deputies, offering to stir* 
render at discretion. Their submission was accept- 
ed JuMos Alpinus, one of the leading chiefs, charged 
beii^ the autfior of the war, was by order of 
publicly executed. The rest were left to 
the mercy or resentment of Yitellius. 

LXIX. The Helvetians sent their ambassadors to 
die new emperor; but which was most implacable, 
he or his army, it is difficult to decide. The soldiers 
clamoured for die utter destruction of the whole 
race. They brandished their arms in the face of the 
ambassadors, and theatened blows and brutal vio* 
lence. Yitellius showed no less ferocity. He gave 
vent to a torrent of abuse, and threw out violent me- 
naces.' At length Claudius Cossus, one of the de- 
puties, who possessed an uncommon share of elo- 
quence, but had the skill, under an appearance of 
well-acted terror, to conceal his power over the pas- 
sions of his audience, had the address to sooth the 
minds of the soMiers. Their rage subsided, and 
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BOOK compassioD took its turn. Such is the nature of the 

^ jl ^ ' multitude ; easily inflamed, and with a sudden tran- 

/^^ sition shifting to the opposite extreme. They melted 

^^' into tears, and never ceased their supplications tiU 

they prevailed on Yitellius, and saved the people 

from destruction. 

LXX. Caecma, wanting further instructions from 
Yitellius, and, at the same time, making all proper 
arrangements for his passage over the Alps, halted 
for a few days in the territory of the Helvetians. In 
that situation be received intelligence that the squad- 
ron of horse called Sylla^s squadron (a), at that 
time quartered on the banks of the P0| had sworn 
fidelity to Yitellius. They had formerly served under 
Yitellius when he was the proconsular governor {b) 
of Africa. Nero, when he projected an expedition 
into iEgypt, ordered them to sail for that country; 
but, being soon after alarmed by the commotions 
stirred up by Yindex, he called them back to Italy, 
where they remained from that time. Their officers, 
unacquainted with Otho, and closely connected with 
Yitellius, espoused the interest of the latter. By re- 
presenting to the men the strength of the legions 
then on their march to the invasion of Italy, and by 
extolling the valour of the German armies, they drew 
the whole squadron into their party. As a further 
proof of their zeal for their new prince^ they attracted 
to his interest the chief municipal towns on the other 
side-of the Po, namely^ Mediolanum (c). Novaria, 
Eporedia, and Yercelles. Of this fact Caecina was 
apprised by dispatches from the officers. But a single 
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squadron, he knew, was not sufficient to defend so book 
lai^e a tract of country. In order to reinforce them, XTuTcT^ 
he sent forward the cohorts of GauK of Lusitania, ^^* 
and Britain, with the succours from 6er|aiany, and 
the squadron of horse called the ala pbtrina (d). 
How he himself should pass into Italy, was his next 
consideration. His first plan was to march over the 
Rhaetian mountains (e), in order to make a descent 
into Noricum, where Petronius Urbicus, the gover* 
nor of the province, supposed to be a partisan in 
Others service, was busy iif collecting forces, and 
destroying the bridges over the rivers. But this en- 
terprise was soon reUnquished. The detachment 
adready sent forward might be cut olBT, and, after all, 
the secure possesion of Italy was the important 
object The issue of the war, wherever decided, 
would draw after it all inferior places, and Noricum 
would fall, by consequence, into the hands of the 
conqueror. He resolved, therefore, to proceed by the 
shortest way to Italy. For this purpose, he ordered 
the troops lightly armed to proceed on then* journey, 
and, witii the l^ons heavily armed, he marched 
himself over ttie Penine Alps (/), through a waste 
of snow, and all the rigours of the winter season. 

LXXI. Otho, in the mean time, displayed a new 
and unexpected character. He renounced his love of 
pleasure, or, at least, dissembled for the present 
Scorning to loiter in luxury and inglorious ease, he 
assumed a spirit becoming the majesty of empire. 
And yet the change diffused a general terror: men 
knew that his virtues were fblse, and they dreaded 
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BOOK a return of his former vices. He ordered Marios 
j^^ ^ ; Celsus, the consul elect, whom he had put in irons 
A^ n (^) i^ order to rescue him from the hands of the sd- 
^' diers, to appear before him in the capitol. To acquire 
the fame of clemency, by releasing a man of iUus- 
trious character, and well known to be an enemy to 
Otho and his party, was the object of bis ambition. 
Celsus appeared with unshaken constancy. He con- 
fessed the crime of adhering faithfully to the unfor- 
tunate Galba, and, by that firmness, gave the emperor 
a fair opportunity to grace his character. Otho did 
not assume the tone of a sovereign granHng pardon 
to a criminal; but, to show that he could think ge- 
nerously of an enemy, and to remove all doubt of the 
sincerity of his reconciliation, he received Celsus 
among his intimate friends, and in a short time 
afterwards, appointed him one of his generals to con- 
duct the war. Celsus accepted the commission, and 
remained steady to his trust. His fidelity was ho- 
nourable, but unfortunate. The clemency of the 
prince gave great satisfaction to the leading men at 
Rome ; the populace applauded, and even the soldiers 
admired the virtue which they had condemned. 

LXXn. The joy excited on this occasion was 
followed by an event no less acceptable, but for 
reasons of a different nature. The public voice was 
loud against Sophonius Tigellinus (a), and accord- 
ingly his doom was fixed. From low beginnings this 
man had raised himself to eminence in the state 
His birth was obscure. Stained in his youth with 
tfie wiMTst impurities, he retained, in his advanced 
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years, all his eariy habits, and closed with disgrace book 
a life begun in infamy. By his vices, the sorest road XuTcT 
to preferment, he obtained the command, first of the J^^ 
city cohorts, and afterwards of the praetorian guards. ^^* 
The rewards which were due to yirtoe only he ob- 
tained by his crimes. To his effeminate qualities he 
united some of those rougher evils which may be 
called manly passions, such as avarice and cruel^. 
Having gained an entire ascendant over the affections 
of Nero, he was in some instances, the adviser of 
the horrors committed by that prince, and in others 
the chief actor, without the knowledge of his master. 
He corrupted Nero at first, and in the end deserted 
him. Hence it was that the blood of a criminal was 
never demanded with such violent clamour. The 
men vvho detested the memory of Nero, and those 
who still regretted him, concurred in one opinion. 
Tbey all joined in the cry for pubHc justice. Dur-» 
ing the short reign of Galba he lived secure under 
file protection of Titus Y inius. In fact, he had some 
merit witih that minister, having saved the life of his 
dau^ter ; but, in that very act, humanity was not his 
motive. A man who had shed so much innocent 
blood, could not be suspected oS a single virtue. 
His design was, by a new connexion, to screen him- # 
self from future danger. 

Such at ail times is the policy of the worst of men: 
they dread a reverse of fortune, and in the hour 
of need, hope to shelter themselves under the pro- 
tection of some pernicious favourite. Innocence is 
no pairt of their care; tiiey know that the guilty are 
evw ready to defend each other. But the jGriendship 
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BOOK of Vmius, who was still remembered with detesta-* 
— tioD, was an additiooal spur to the populace. Thej 



A. u. c. 
823. crowded together from all quarters; they surrounded 

69. tlie palace; they filled the forum; and in the circus 
and the theatre, where licentiousness is most apt to 
show itself, they clamoured, with a degree of vio- 
lence little short of sedition^ for the punishment of 
a vile malefactor. TigelUnus was then at the baths 
of Siuuessa (&). Orders were sent to him to put a 
period to his life. He received the fatal news in a 
circle of his concubines; he took leave with tender- 
ness; and after mutual embraces, and other trifling 
delays, he cut his throat with a razor; by the pusil- 
lanimity of his last moments disgracing even the 
infamy of his former life. 

ft 

LXXIII. About the same time, the execution of 
Calvia Grispinilla (a) was demanded by the public 
voice: but by various artifices, in which the dupli- 
city of ttie prince covered him with dishonour, she 
was saved from danger. She had been, in the reign 
of Nero, the professed teacher of lascivious plea- 
sures, and in the various scenes of that eniperor^ 
the caterer for his appetite. She passed afterwards 
« into Africa, and, having instigated Clodius Macer 
to revolt, became an accomplice in the plot to cause 
a famine in the city of Rome. She was married soon 
after to a man of consular rank, and by that con- 
nexion, gained a powerful interest, insomuch that 
during the reigns of Galba, Otbo, and Yitellius, she 
lived in perfect security. Even in the following re^ 
she was high in credit Her riches, and her want of 
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children, placed her in a flourishing state ; and those book 

two circumstances, in good as well as evil timeS| are ^ ^ ^ 
sure to be of weight , ^ 
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LXXiy. Oiboj in the mean time, endeavoured 
by frequent letters to divert ViteUius from his pur- 
pose; His proposals were in the soft style d female 
persuasion; he offered money, and a retreat for vo- 
luptuous enjoyments, with all that the {Hince^s fa- 
vour could bestow. Vitellius answered in the same 
delicate strain. Both parties corresponded in dainty 
terms, with dissembled hatred, and frivolous n^o- 
tiation, till exasperated by want of success, diey 
changed their tone^ and, with unguarded invective, 
charged each other with criminal pleasures and 
flagitious deeds. Both had truth on their sides. 
Weary of altercation, Otho recaUed tiie deputies, 
who had been sent by Galba, and, in their room,, 
dispatched others to the German army, to the Italic 
legion, and the troops quartered at Lyons, with in- 
structions to n^otiate in the name of die senate. 
The men employed in this embassy tarried with 
Vitellius, and, by their cheerful compliance, left no 
room to think that they were detained by force. 
Under pretence of doing honour to the embassy, 
Otho had sent a detachment of the praetorian guards. 
Without suffering them to mix with the soldiers, 
Vitellius ordered them to return without delay. Fa- 
bins Valens took the opportunity to write, in the 
name of the German army, to the praetorian guards. 
His letters, in a style of magnificence, set forth the 
strength d the legions, and, at the same time, ottv" 
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BOOK ed terms of mutual concord He condemned the 

— ^^ forward zeal, with which they presumed to transfer 

822. to Otho an empire which had been vested in Yitd* 

69. ' lius. He mingled promises with expressions of anger, 

and, after treating the praetorians as men unequal to 

an important war, gave them assurances that they 

would lose nothing by peace and unanimity. These 

letters, however, were without effect The |Nra&torians 

continued firm in their duty. 

LXXY. The rival chiefs began to lay snares for 
each other* They waged a war of treachery. Emis- 
saries were sent by Otho into Germany, and others 
by yitellius to Rome. Both parties missed their aim. 
The agents of Yitellius passed undetected. Amidst 
a concourse of people, in so vast a city as Rome, 
they could lurk with impunity ; while, on the other 
hand, in a camp where all were known to each other, 
the men employed by Otho were soon discovered 
by the novelty of their faces. Yitellius, anxious for 
his family, then residing at Rome, sent letters to 
Titianus, the brother of Otho, threatening if any 
^olence was offered to his mother or bis children 
(a), to make reprisals, and put both him and his 
son to death. Both families remained unhurt As 
k>ng as Otho lived, fear mi^t be the motive: Yitel- 
lius, after his victory, added to lus laurels the pahn 
of clemency. 

LXXYL The first occurrence that inspired Otho 
with confidence in his cause, was an account firom 
IHyrieum that the kgioiis of Dalowtia, of Paanonia, 
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and Maesia had declared in his favour. Advices from book 
Spain brought the like intelligence } and in a pub- j 
lie edict, honourable mention was made of Glovius 8^- 

^ ^ A. Dt 

RufuS) the governor of the province That compli* ^^ 
ment, however, was found to be premature. Spain 
went over to the interest of YiteOius. The peqple of 
Aquitaine, under the influence of Julius Cordus, 
had sworn obedience to Odio; but a little time 
showed that the obligation of an oath was no 
kmger binding. All principle, all affection, and all 
truth were banished. Fear, and the necessity of the 
times, governed in everj quarter. Narbon Gaul ac- 
ceded to ViteUitts. A party in force, and near at 
hand, found no diflBculty in drawing their neigh» 
bours into a league with themselves. The distant 
provinces, and all places separate from the Meditep- 
ranean, adhered to Otho, not from motives of regard 
for him or his par^, but because the name of Rome 
Slid the senate was still respected by foreign nations. 
Besides this, Otho, being the first announced in 
Ukeiga parts, had already made his impression. The 
army in Judaea, under the conduct of Yespafifm, 
and that in Syria, under Mucianus, swore fidelity to 
Otho. IBgypt, and the provinces in the East, ac* 
knowledged his authority. The same disposition 
in Africa. That whole country was wil- 
to follow the example set by the people of Car- 
thage. In that city, without any order or authoi*!^ 
from y ipsanius Apronianus, then proconsular gover- 
nor of the province, a puUtc treat was given byfa 
pragmatical fellow, of the name of Crescens, one of 
Nero^s freedmen, who had the ambition to distin- 
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BOOK guish himself as an active partisan in the interest of 

. ', ^ Otho. Such, in times of public <^istraction, Jff' the 

S22. presumption of the lowest nien in the state. They 

^9' think it time to emerge from dieir obscurity, and 

act their part, as if they had an interest in the com* 

mon wealth. The'^mob of Carthage expressed their 

zeal with all demonstrations of joy, and the rest 

of Africa followed their example. 

LXXV n. In this posture of affairs, while the ar- 
mies and the several provinces embraced opposite 
\ .' interests, it was evident that Yitellius, to secure his 
title, had nothing left but the decision of the swonL 
Otho, in the mean time, remained at Rome, dis- 
charging alf the functions of the sovereign power, 
as if he was established in profound tranquillity. His 
conduct, in some instances, was such as became ttie 
dignity of the state ; but his measures, for the most 
part, were hastily adopted, the mere expedients of 
the day. He named himself and his brother Titianas 
I joint Qonsuls (a), to continue in oflBce till the calends 
of March. For the two following months, with a 
' view to curr)' favour with the German army, he ap- 
pointed Verginius, and gave him for his colleague 
Poppaaas Yopiscus. For the nomination of die latter 
he pretended motives of friendship; but as men of 
penetration thought, his real view was to pay court 
to Ihe people of V ieune. With regard to future con- 
suls, no alteration was made in the arrangements 
settled by Nero or by Galba. GaeUus Sabinus and 
his brother Flavius were to succeed for the months 
of May and June. From the first of July to Septeoi- 
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ber/ Arrias Autoniniis()b) ai^d Marius CelsiiatWere book. 
to be in office. Nor^iKd Vitellius, after his victory, A,u.cr 
disturb this order of succession. Otho, at the same ^^^ 
time, thoiqght proper to grant the augural and pon- ^^* 
tifical dignities, as the summit of civil honours, to 
such of the senators as were grown gray in public 
Stations ; nor was he unmindful of the young patri* 
cians lately recalled from banishment To sooth the 
remembrance of their sufferings, he bestowed upon 
them the sacerdotal honours which had been enjoy- 

• 

ed by their ancestors, Cadius Rufus (c), Pcdius Blas- 
susy and Sasvinus Pomtinus, who under Claudius or 
Nero had been charged with extortion, and expelled 
the senate, were restored to their rank. To var* 
nish this proceeding, the real offence was suppressed, 
and what was, in fact, public rapine, in the style of 
the pardon took the name of violated majesty; 9 
charge held in such general detestation, that to elude 
it, the best and the wisest laws were set aside, , ^ 

LXXVIII. In order to extend his popularity, * 
Qlho, in the next place, turned his thoughts to the 
cities and provinces^ little doubting but by acts of 
munificence he should be able to strengthen his in- 
terest.. To the colonies of Hispalis and Emerita (a), , 
then on the decline, he transplanted a number oS^ ' 
families: the Lingones were honoured with the pri- 
vileges of Roman citizens, and to the province of 
Ba&tica all the Moorish cities were annexed. He 
gave a new code of laws to Cappadocia,'and another 
to Africa; all popular grants, and splendid for the^ 
present, but soon to fade away, and sink^into ob- 
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HOOK livioD. Amidst these ionovations, all of tfaem tem- 
porizing acts, occasioned by the pressure of his affaurs, 
and perhaps on that account excusable, he did not 
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^* forget his tender passions. Even in the mo- 
ment when the sovereign power was still at stake, 
his love of Poppaea was Bot extinguished. YTiih 
fond remembrance of that connexion, he caused 
her statues to be restored by a decree of the senate. 
There is reason to think, that with a view to popu- 
larity, he intended to celebrate the memory of Nero 
with public honours. Many were for erecting the 
statues of that emperor (6), and even proposed it as 
a public measure. The populace and the soldiers^ as 
if they meant to decorate their emperor with addi- 
tional splendour, saluted him by the title of Nebo 
Otho. He heard their acclamations, but remained 
silent; perhaps unwilling to reject the compliment, 
perhaps ashamed to accept it. 

LXXIX. The public mind being now intent on 
the great scene that began to open, no wonder if 
foreign afiairs fell into neglect. Encouraged by the 
«jfiattention that prevailed at Rome, the Rhoxolanians, 
a people of Sarmatia, who in tlie preceding winter 
had cut off two entire cohorts, made an irruption 
into the province of Msesia, with nine thousand 
horse ; a band of freebooters, determined to ravage 
the country. Plunder, and not war, was their pas- 
sion. They prowled about in quest of prey, with- 
out order, or apprehension of an enemy, when on a 
sudden they found themselves hemmed in by the 
third legion and their auxiliaries. The Romans ad- 
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yanced in order of battle. The Sarmatians* over- book 

I. 
loaded with boofj, were taken by surprise. On a ^ y ^ 

damp and slippery soil, the swiftness of their horses ^^ 
was of no use. Unable to retreat they were cut to ^^* 
pieces, more like men bound in fetters, than soldiers 
armed for the field of battle. It may seem strange, 
but it is not less true, that the courage of the Sar- 
matians has no inward principle, but depends alto- 
gether upon external circumstances; a kind of cou« 
rage, that has no * source in the mind, but may be 
said to b^ 5ut of the man. In an engagement with 
the infantry, nothing can be more dastardly; in an 
onset of the cavalry, they are impetuous, fierce, and 
irresistible. Their weapons are long spears or sabres 
of an enormous size, which they wield with both 
hands. The chiefs wear coats of mail, formed with 
plates of iron, or the tough hides of animals, impe- 
netrable to the enemy, but to themselves an in- 
cumbrance so unwieldy, that he who falls in battle 
is never able to rise again. 

In their encounter with the Romans, a lleavy fall 
of rain and a sudden thaw deprived them of all ad- 
vantage from the velocity of their horses; the conse*^ 
quence was, that they were overwhelmed in a deep 
waste of snow. The light breast-plates of the Ro- 
mans were no impediment. With their missive wea- 
pons, and their swords of a moderate length, they 
were able to rush into the thickest ranks; while the 
Sarmatians, who wear neither shield nor buckler, 
-were a mark at a distance, or in close engagement 
cat to pieces. The few who escaped from the 
slaughter, fled for refuge to their fens and marshes, 
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BOOR and there died of their wounds, or perished under 
the inclemeDcy of the season. An account of 
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'822. ' transaction being received at Rome, a triumphal 
^69?' statue was decreed to IVIarcus Aponius, then govern- 
or of Massia. FuWius Aurelius, JuUanus Titins, 
and Numisius LupUs, all three commanders of le- 
gions, obtained the consular ornaments. The joy 
expressed by Otho was faejond all bounds. He as- 
sumed, the merit of the victory, boasting with vain 
glory, that, by his own auspicious fortune, and the 
valour of his officers and his armies, he had aggran- 
dized the Roman name. 

IaXXX. From a cause altogether contemptible, 
and in its origin threatening no kind of danger, a 
violent sedition well nigh involved the pity in ruin. 
The seventeenth cohort, then quartered at Ostia, 
had orders to remove to Rome. The care of pro- 
viding them with arms was committed to Varius 
Crispinus, a tribune of the praetorian bands. That 
officer, intending to execute his orders without noise 
or bustle, chose his time towards the close of day, 
^^^eh the camp was quiet He opened the magazine 
^ of arms, and ordered the wagons to be loaded. The 
lateness of the hour filled the men with suspicion ; 
the intention seemed dark and dangerous, and the af- 
fectation of secrecy produced a general tumult The 
soldiers were in liquor, and, at the sight of their 
aniis, reasoning like drunken men, they thought it 
then* business to seize them without delay. They 
murmured, they complained; they charged the tri- 
bunes and centurions with treachery, dcjplaring aloud, 
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that a daifc conspiracy was fonned, with mtention to book 
arm the slaves aod domestics of the senators against ^ ^ ^ 
the hfe of Otho. A scene of uproar and confusion ^^ 
followed. Some were stupified with liquor^ and ^^* 
comprehended nothing: the profligate liked the op- 
portani^ to commit midnight plunder; and the 
multitude, as usual, were ready to mix in any sud- 
den commotion. . Those who regarded discipline and 
good order were undistinguished in the daiic. The 
tribune, who atteoq^teii to restrain their fmPy, was 
murdered on the spot. The eenturions, who exerted 
themselves on the occasion, tuffered in like manner. 
The soldiers seized their arms;' they mounted their 
horses, and, entering the city sword in hand, rushed 
in a body to the imperial palace. 

LXXXI. Otho was engaged at a grand enter- 
tainment, to which he had« invited the most distin* 
gaished of both sexes. A sudden terror seized the 
whole company. The cause was unknown. Was it 
an accidental fray among the soldiers, or the perfidy 
of the emperor? What was to be done.' Should they 
stay and perish together? or was it more advisably 
to disperse and fly different ways? In the hurry and 
agitation no one could decide. They made a show 
of resolution: their courage failed; they stood co- 
vered with consternation 9 and, with their eyes fixed 
on Otho, endeavoured to peruse his countenance. 
The usual fate of suspicious minds attended them 
ali They were afraid of Otho, and he stood trem- 
bling for himself He trembled also for the senate, 
aod thought of their danger no less than of his own. 
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A^ ij ^; forth, in order to appease the tumult, and, in the 

^ mean time, advised his company to depart Tbej 

^- fled with precipitation. The magistrates threw aside 

the ensigns of their office, and dispersed without 

their friends, without th^f train of attendants. Old 

men and women of distinction wandered about in 

the dark, th6y kriew not whitiier. . Few dared to yen* 

ture .towards their own habitations. The greatest 

part took shelter with their friends^ afid where the 

meanest of their dependants lived, that place they 

thought the safest refuge. 

■ n 

• V 

LXXXIL The madness of the soldiers was not to 
be controlled. They burl^t the palace gates, and 
rushed forward to the banqueting room, with out- 
rageous clamour demanding a sight of Otho. Julius 
Martialis, one of the tribunes, and Vitellins Satur- 
ninus, the praefect of the legion, endeavoured to 
oppose the torrent, and were both wounded in the 
fray. Nothing was to be seen but the flash of arms, 
and nothing heard but threats and denunciations of 
vengeance, now against the centurions, and, at 
times against the whole body of the senate. The 
soldiers neither knew the cause nor the object of 
their frenzy, and, having no particular victim in 
view, they resolved to lay a scene of general slaugh- 
ter. They forced their way into the apartment of 
the prince. Otho, forgetting his own rank and the 
majesty of empire, stood up on his couch with tears 
and supplications imploring the soldiers to desist 
He prevailed at length. The men retired to the 
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camp, with a sullen spirit, and gailt at their hearts. ^^^ 
On the following day, Rome had the appearance of 'XuTcT 
a city taken by assault The houses were shut, the ^^%^ 



streets deserted, the populace in a general panic. 
The soldiers wandered about in a sullen mood, 
with looks of discontenjt, : n&itr than repentance. 
The two praefects, Licinius Proculus.and Plotiui?^ 
Firmus, went roUnd to jthe Heveiral conipanies, and 
harangued the men, eitch according to his own pe- 
cu}iai:;lwiip^rf*i^ sQottiing terms^ ot in a style of 

reprbqDch#7 A: 4^^^^^9° /^ -^^^ thousand sesterces 
to each man concluded th^^ busioess. The lumult 
over, Otho ventured to enter jthe camp. The td- 
bunes and centurions gathered round him, but with'^ 
out the miljtary ornaments of their rank, praying to 
be dismissed from the service, that they might re- 
tire to live in ease and safety. The soldiers felt the 
request as a reproach for their own conduct Re^ 
morse and sorrow took possession of every mind. 
They expressed their willingness to return to their 
duty, and, of their own motion, desired to see the 
authors of the insurrection brought to punishment. 

LXXXni. In this delicate conjuncture, when tho 
times were big with danger, and a discordant soldiery 
heightened the distraction, Otho felt that he had 
a difficult game to play. All, who wished well to 
the service, called for an immediate reform of the 
army; while on the other hand, the loose and pro* 
fligate, always the greatest number, liked nothing 
so well as tumult and insurrections, under the con- 
duct of an ambitious leader. To such minds, Otho 
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BOOK knew that the strongest motives to a civil war are tbe 
hopes of growing rich by the spoils of the public; 
nor was he to leant) that power obtained by guilt, 
^^' is incompatible with a new system of laws and die 
rigour of Ancient mannen. But still the danger that 
hung oyer tlie city and the Roman senate, filled him 
with' aQxiety. , In this alkrming situation, he spoke 
. to the following effect: .v... 

^^ I come not now, my fdlow-floldiep, to eoccite 
^^ your zeal for me and the cau^ejn which we are 
^^ engaged; much less do I come to add new ardour 
'^ to your courage. Both are too well known: they 
^^ need no incentive. Perhaps some restraint may 
^' be necessary ; perhaps the zeal, that pervades you 
^^ all, requires a degree of moderation. In the late 
^^ tumult, it was not the love of plunder, nor iH-wiD 
^ to any man or any set of men, that urged you on. 
*^ From those motives, discord and mutiny have 
^ oHen broke out in various armies ; but upon your 
^^ conduct they had no effect Nor was there in that 
^^ transaction auy fear of danger, or so much as a 
" wish to renounce your duty. It was your regard 
^ for me, sincere indeed, but generous to excess, 
^^ that hurried you on to acts of intemperance, and 
^^ even violence You listened to your passions, but 
^\ not to your judgment; and where judgment does 
^ not direct and guide, the best counsels and the 
^ best cause are often ruined. We are going forth 
(^ to a great and important war. And must all intel- 
^^ ligence be communicated to the army? Must 
'' every secret be disclosed.^ And must councils of 
'^ war be held in a pu1)lic assembly of the soldiers? 
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^ The reason of thfog||l|; and the opportoniQr, which book 
^« oniut be seiised at'^^nce or lost for arer, will not 
^^ allow a mode of proce^ng vq slow and danger- 
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^^0118 to the service* To know some things is the ^ 
Utility of the soldier ;.r in. O^Kfrs, not to be informed 
^^ifl^ his happiness, ^ and suhiBissi<in is his Tirtue. 
^ Even . 4he tribunes and Centurions must often 



^ ceive their orders, wtthotit a reason assigned; to 
^ kndw^^l^TOs that w/e*^ the general, is 
^ not thAir prolN^iee; to obey is the dutjr of the in- 
^ ferie^ i^Bcer* If every subaltern may discuss the 
^ operations bf war, and cavil with the commander 
^ in chief, subordination ceases, discipline is at an 
^ end, and the best concerted enterprise may be 
^ defeated And are we now to imagine, that the 
^ soldier, when the enemy is at hand^ may seize his 
^ arms, and, as caprice or fancy prompts, sally forth 
^ in the dead of night? Shall two or three drunken 
^ men (in the last night^s fray, I do not believe 
^ there were more) imbrue their hands in the blood 
^ of their oflBcers? Shall they murder the centurions, 
^ and, in a fit of frenzy, rush to the pavilion of their 
** general? 

LXXXIY. ^ You, my feUow-soldiers, have trans* 

* 

^ gressed the bounds of your duty ; the fact must 
^ be admitted; but your zeal for me was the cause. 
^ And yet, reflect for a moment, what mi|^t have 
^^ been the consequence? Amidst that general up- 
^^ roar, in the gloom of midnight darkness, the assas- 
^ sin^s blow might have been aimed at me, whom 
^ you wished to defend. Give YitelUus his <^ytion ; 
voIm ir. 14 
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BOOK ^ let him and hid rebel soldiers have the power of 
— ^-^ — ^ choosing, and what greater curse could they in- 
822. ' ^' voke? what calailpitj could they call down upon us, 
69. ' ^^ so much to be dreaded, as a turbulent and factious 
^^ spirit, and all the evifaf ^ discord . and sedition? 
^^ Let the soldier refdse to obey his centurion ; let 
^^ the centurion shake off Uie authority of the tri- 
V^ ^ bune ; let the cavali^ anil the foot soldiers be inter- 
^^ mixed, without order or distlnctjiifi^ a^l^t us all, 
^^ in one promiscuous body, gd for^Ai'«t6^ the war. 
'^ Need our enemies wish for mdfe7 ^e should rush 
^^ on^sure destruction. It is obedience, my fellow- 
^^ soldiers, implicit, prompt obedience (a), without 
^^ pausing to wrangle with our superior oflBcer, that 
^^ gives to military operatioriii^ all their energy. The 
^^ army that shows itself» in time of peace, attentive 
^ to discipli^e-and good order, is sure to be the most 
^ formidsible in the day bf battle. It is yours to arm 
^ in the ^aQde of your country, and to face the enemy 
^^ with heroic valour: be it mine to form the plan of 
^^ operations, and, in the execution^ to direct and 
^ guide the courage of the army. The guilt of last 
<^ night extends to a few only; and of those few, two 
<^ only sbaB expiate the offence. That done, let us 
^^ btAy in oblivion the horrors ofHhat shameful tu- 
^^ mult; so^d may no other army hear those dreadful 
^ imprecations uttered against a Roman senate! 
'^ Against that venerable body, the head of the em- 
^^'pire^ and the fountain, from which justice flows 
^^ through the provinces, not even Yitellius, nor his 
^^ rash-levied crew of Germans, would dare to 
" tate so vile a' deed 



A^TAdiTirek 107 

^ And c&n^thenr b^ iBTlitalf a race of ixMn^.the book 
-*' genuine offspring of Eoniail cftizens, who sure ca- ^ ^^'^ 
^^ pable of 80 foul a parH(tf49 v w|io.can lift their im* |-^ 
t' pious hands against ibe $(icr^ order^ from whom ^9- 
^ our cause derives %o jpu(^ lustre, to the confusioo ^ 
/^^«f Titellius and the sQUQt of nations that follows - 
^ him to the field^. Some $|iate«| il is truet ha?e been 
^^induped#j<^ hiotan^brd; he iias the appear* 
f^««C€f»5if;i«,|i!ii|jf J 1>ot>tlie #emte it on our side. 
f^^h#j^Ap^nt^^ us; our enemiet are *\ 

^.dmentiitteft^lS^^' And when I mention Rome, 
^ when you jrourset^s behold that magnificent city, 
^ do you imagine that it consists in waOs, and build- 
^ ings, and a pile of .stones? Inanimate structures 
^^ and mute and senseless edifices may moulder 
(^ away, and rise again out of thehr ruins ; but the 
^ stabiH^ of empire depends upon thft senate: upon ^ 
^^ the safety of that augbst assembly, the welfare of 
^ the community, the peace of nations, jrour fate 
^^ and mine are grafted* It was Romulus, the found- 
^^ er of the city, and the father of the Roman state, 
^^ who instituted^ with solemn auspices, that aaered 
^ order* It has subsisted in vigour froiQ that timi^ . 
^ from the expulsion of Tarquin, to the establish- 
^ ment of the Garaars, it has been preserved Jovio- 
^^ late. We received it from our ancestors; let us 
^^ transmit it to our posterity, unshaken, unimpair- 
^^ ed, immortal. From your order, from the people 
'^ at large, the senate is supplied with its brightest 
^ ornaments, and from the. senate you derive a sue-- 
** cession of princes.^' 
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BOOK LXXXY* This spiiecb^ seasoned with reproof, yet 
^ J ^ t^ipered with conciliatiiig language^iras favourably 
^^^ rec^ved ; aod the oi4daralioii<Qf the prince^ who piiD- 
^' ished ooly two of the mutineers, gave general satis- 
faction: By that lenient iil<easure, the soldiers, too 
fierce to be controlled^ Wf re quieted for the present 
Rome, however, wa not ia aatte of tranquilUty. A 
constant din "of a^tns was heard, zi^ wwlike prepa- 
rations were seen ipleyery quarter. Tm soldiers did 
not, as before, ri'ol m tumultuous bodieaf; but^ being 
dispersed throughout the city, they found means, in 
various shapes, to insinuate thenisrU es into houses, 
wh^re .^hey watched, with sufficient oiaiignily, the 
motions aOd words of all, who J^ their nobility, their 
wealth, of their talei^er, werts eminent enough to be 
objects of cahunny* A report prevailed at the same 
time, that Vi^llius bad ii.number of eoiisearies dis- 
pers^among the pflfiulace^ to act as spies, and watch 
the state of p^ies. Hence jealousy, mistrust And fear. 
No man thought himself ^safe tinder his own roof. 
Abroad and under the^ye of the public the alarm was 
still greater. Whatever was the rumour of the day, all 
d^ees and ranks*were obliged to set their faces for 
the occasion; if bid, they were afraid of seeming to 
despond; and, if propitious, unwiUiog to be thought 
backward in demonstrations of joi^ With events of 
s^ ^^either kind, their features wei^e taught to compfy, 
V The fathers had the hardest task. Sitence in the 
senate might be thought sullen discontent, and liber- 
ty of speech might be deemed a crime. Adulation 
itself was at a stand. Who could deceive a prince^ 
who was but lately a private man, and, in that station^ 
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practised ilattery til) he bcmnie a perfect m^Bter of ^?^ 
tlpat iiuidieii» tttP^TIfe fathers were driven to little a. u. a 
stratagem»; tbej tortute^ e^eiy «[eatence into a tiioo- 
sand f^rms, and, to diteMfv one and the same 
tboiight, a]l the coloars dt^rb»ior}c weifCf exhausted^ 
Ali agreed to call Vitettira a bubuc ENsikr Ajm^A 
PARKiciDE. T%is was the burthen of every speech. 
Caatious men^* Wj^o iodk^ forward to their .own se-' 
caritf ^ftvtfid^ entering into partioulCrs^ cohtent with- 
IVM^e^s^^ decl^matioii: €(thers> lyi^otft reserve ^ot 
liteaiagenient, po«Hrf$d out a torrent of Virulent inyec- 
tive, but generally chose to rii^'ih the midst of fioise 
and clamour, when nothing could be distinct^ heard^ 
and the speaker could mouth and bellow, without the 
danger of being undentood or remembered. 

LXXXYL A number of prodigies, announced 
from different quarters, diffused a general panic 
The goddess of victory, in the vestibule of the ca- 
pitol, let the reins of two horses, harneaied to her 
chariot, fall from her hand. A form of more than 
human sixe was seen to issue from the chap^ of 
Juno. In an island in the Tiber (a), (he statue of 
Julius Csesar, without any apparent cause, on a day 
perfectly serene and calm, turned round from the 
west to the east In Eb'uria an ox was said to have 
spoken: animals brou^t forth monstrous births: 
and to these was added a variety of preternatural 
appearances, such as in rude and barbarous ages 
veere the coinage of superstition ; and, even III im*o- 
found peace, made an impression on vulgar credu* 
li^, tfaou^ of late years they have so iar lost their 
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BOOR effect, that, unless it be a time of public distress 
^ ^ Q they passed away unheeded and foi^otten. Amidst 
^' the omens, which <«eemea to threaten impending 
69. danger, an inundation of the Tiber was the most 
alarming. The waters swelled above their banks^ 
and overflowed the adjacent country. The Sublician 
bridge was carried away by the flood; and the ruins, 
that fell in, obstructing the course of the river, the 
torrent was driven back with such impetuous vio- 
lence, that not only the level parts of the city, but 
even the higher grounds, were covered with a gene- 
ral deluge (6). The people in the streets were swal* 
lowed up, and numbers were drowned in their 
shops, and in their beds. The corn in the public 
granaries was destroyed; a famine ensued, and the 
common people were reduced to the last distress. 
The waters, that lay for some time in the streets of 
Rome, sapped the foundation of several insulated 
houses; and when the flood fell back into its chan- 
Bel, the superstructure tumbled to the ground. This 
disaster was no sooner over, than a new occurrence 
spread a general terror. Otho was preparing to set 
out on his expedition. His way was over the field of 
Mars, and the Flaminian road ; but both places were 
impassable. This circumstance, though accidental, 
or the effect of natural causes, was magnified into a 
prodigy, by which the gods denounced the slaughter 
of armies and a train of public calamities. 

LXXXVII. The emperor ordered a lustration 
(a), and, having purified the city, turned his thoughts 
to the conduct of the war. The Penine and the 
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CottiaD Alps, with all the passes into Italy, were in book 
the possession of Yitellius and bis armies. Otho ^ ^j ^ 
resolved, therefore, to make a descent on the coast P?: 
of Narbon Gaul, with a fleet well manned, and in ^^* 
force to keep the command of those seas. All who 
Sorvived the massacre at the M ilvian bridge, and 
had been, by Galba^s orders, thrown into prison, 
were released by Otho, and incorporated with the 
legions. He depended 'on the fidelity of those men, 
and, by giving to others the like hopes of prefer- 
ment, he inspired the whole body with zeal and ar- 
dour. In order to strengthen his fleet, he embark- 
ed the city cohorts, and a considerable detachment 
from the praetorian guards; a body of men capable 
of defending their generals by ^eir courage, and of 
assisting with their advice. The conduct of the 
marine was committed to three officers; namely, /* 
Antonius Novellus and Suedius Clemens, both cen- 
turions of principal rank, aod ^milius Pacensis, a 
tribune degraded by Galba, but since the death of 
that emperor, restored to his rank. A freedman of 
the name of Oscus was appointed to direct the ope- 
rations of the fleet, and act as a spy on better men 
than himself. The land forces, both horse and in- 
fantry, were put under the command of Suetonius 
Paufinus, Marius Celsus, and Annius Gallus. To 
them was added Licinius Proculus, the praefect of 
the praetorians, and in him Otho reposed his whole 
confidence. This officer, in time of peace, discharged 
the functions of his station with sufficient ability; 

« * • 

but he had seen no service, and bad therefore no 
skill in military affairs. He had talents for mischief, 
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BOOK and knew bow to obstruct the authority of Paulinus, 
^ ^ ^ to check the ardour of Celsuf, and to thwart the 
^82^ judgment of Fallus/ An enemy \o every excellence 
^^- of those three officers, he found, as usually happens, 
tliat worth and modest merit were no match for ma- 
lice and left-handed policy. 

LXXXVIII. Before Otho set out from Rome, 
Cornelius Dolabella was, by his order, conveyed 
under a guard to the Aquinian colony (a), there to 
be kept out of the way, but not in close confine- 
ment His only crime was the antiquity of his 
family, and his affinity to Galba. Several magis- 
trates, and, others of consular rank, had it in com- 
mand to attend Othq^on his expedition, not to assist 
in the war by their counsels or their valour, but to 
N^ swell the pomp of the emperor^s retinue. In the 
number was Lucius Yitellius, who was suffered to 
mix with the rest of the train, undistinguished 
either as the brother of one emperor, or the enemy 
of another. During these preparations, Rome pre- 
sented a scene of hurry and confusion. No order 
of men was exempt from fear or danger. The prin- 
cipal senators, enfeebled by age, or softened by a 
long peace ; the nobility sunk in sloth ; and the Ro- 
man knights, who had lost their warlike spirit, were 
all obliged to put themselves in readiness. They 
assumed an air of courage, but their fears were 
seen through the vain disguise. Some affected to 
make a display of their alacrity. They bought with 
vain ostentation the most splendid armour, horses 
for parade, and all the conveniences of a luxurious 
table, as if such implements were a necessary part 
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of their camp-eqyipage. The wise and moderate book 
thought of nothing bat their own safety and the pub- ^ ^ ^ " 
lie welfare ; while the vain and senseless, whose views ^^ 
did not extend to remote conse<)uences, filled theur ^* 
minds with chimerical expectations; and all who 
were bankrupts both m fame and fortune, hoped to 
find in the distractions of their country that security, 
which, in quiet times, they had never known. 

LXXXIX. The people at large, unacquainted 
With the secrets of state, and of course free from 
solicitude, began, however, to feel the iU ^ects of 
the impending war. They saw the public revenue 
exhausted in the service of the army; they laboured 
mider a scarcity of provisions, and the price was 
rising every day ; whereas, in the troubles stirred up 
by y index, hone of those inconveniences affected the 
city of Rome. That commotion was at a distance, a - 
war in the remote parts of Gaul, decided between 
ttxe legions and the provincml insui^nts. The Ro- 
man citizens looked on in perfect tranquillity, as if it 
were no more than a foreign quarrel. From the 
reign of Augustus, when that emperor established 
the power of the Caesars, this had constantly been 
the case. The issue of every war affected the sove* 
reign only. Under Tiberius and Caligula, the evib 
of peace were the worst calamities. The attempt of 
Scribonianus (d) to shake the authority of Claudius 
was crushed as soon as discovered. Nero was un* 
done by rumoure and vague intelligence, not by force 
of arms. In the present juncture, the face of things 
was changed. The pressure was felt at home. The 

joh. IV. 16 
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BOOK fleets and legiona.wet|' )ti ^motion, and, beyond all 

•7-:— example, the praetoriai^^J^nds and city cohorts were 

822. obliged to take the field. , The east and west were 

^9* engaged in ^ the conte;gt; tl^ several provinces, whidi 

the leading chiefs left be^d tbem, were up in arms; 

and, under better generah^*''^^^^^!^ ample materi- 
als for a long and difficult |war. .Otho was now on the 
point Qf beginning bis march* A scruple was started to 
deter him from proceeding, till the ceremony of de« 
positing the sacred shields, catted the AN^qriA (6), was 
performed with due rites and ceremonies, tie rejected 
the advice. Delay had been the ruin of Nero, and 
Csecina by this time had passed die Alps. The time 

called for vigour and expedition. 

* ... ' 

XG. On the day preceding the ides of March, 
Otho called a meeting. of (he 'senate. He recom- 
mended the care of the commonwealth to the wis* 
dom of that assembly, and ordered the property of 
such as had been recalled from banishment» mie% 
the death of Nero, to be restored to the respective 
owners. To this liberality nothing could be objected : 
it was an act of justice^ in appearance magnificent, 
but of little use, as the public officers had already 
seized the whole into their own hands. From the 
senate Otho proceeded to harangue the people: he 
talked in a pompous style of the fathers, and the ma- 
jesty of the Roman citizens. He mentioned Ae ad- 
verse party in managed terms, imputing to the le- 
gions error in judgmenii, rather than a turbulent and 
factious spirit. Of YitelUus he made no mention ; 
perhaps from motives of delicacy, or, more probably. 
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because the writer of thfe spttOh, laoking fy/tmrd to book 
his own safely, thought it ffrddent to exclud^ aB per- - '' 
sooal invective. For the fast (Ainion tfa^te teems to 823. 

* -' • . ' A. D. 

be some foundation. In aD military ppi^ations, Sue- 69. 

tanius Paulious and Mari^i. Celsus were Otbo's con- 

i . 

fidential advisers ; but ia matti^rs that concerned the 
civil administration, Galerius Trachalus (a) was the 
person on whose talents he relied That minister had 
gained reputation at t^e bar; and those who were 
best 'acljuainted with his mode of eloquence, and the 
harmony of his copious periods, discovered, in the 
composition of the speech, the style and manner of 
that celebrated orator. Otho was received with ac- 
clamations: the populace, according to custom, yield- 
ed to the impulse of the moment, full of sound and 
servile adulation, but nothing from the heart You 
would have thought that it was Cassar the dictator, 
or Augustus the emperor, for whom they contended 
with so much emulation. And yet, in all this show of 
zeal, there was at .the bottom neither love nor fear; 
servility was the motive ; aU courted the yoke, and all 
rushed headlong into slavery. The public, at this 
time, presented no better spectacle than what is seen 
every day in a family of domestic slaves: each indi- 
vidual had his own private views ; and for the public 
interest, or the honour of the state, no care remain- 
ed Otho was now ready to depart: he left the go- 
vernment of Rome, and the whole weight of empire, 
to his brother Salvius Titianus (6), and proceeded on 
his expedition. ' 
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I. Titus sent by hia father Vespasian to eoDgratalate Oalba, 
bears of that emperor'&dcath, and stops at Corinth. He re- 
solves to return to Syria^ and sails to Rhodes and Cyprus. 
At the last place be visits the temple of the Plsphian Venus. 
Some account of tbc goddess, and the rites of worship. He 
lands in Syria. V. Character of Vespasian, and of Mueia- 
nus. They lay aside their mutual animosities, and act in 
concert The legions of tbe East resolved to have a share 
in the making of emperors. VIII. A counterfeit Nero de- 
tected and seized. X. From trivial matters great discord at 
Rome. Vibius Crispus accuses Annius Faustus, an inform- 
cr, and procures his condemnation, though bated himself 
ibr the same practices. XI. An account of Otho's forces. 
XII. His fleets command the sea extending to the maritime 
Alps. The city of Intemelium sacked and plundered by the 
Othonians. Tbe exemplary courage of a mother in the pro- 
tection of her son. XIV. Otbo^s fleet infests tbe coast of 
Marbon Gaul. An engagement with tbe Vitellians in that 
quarter, in which the Othonians have the advantage. XVI. 
Pacarius, the governor of Corsica, favours tbe cause of Vi- 
tellius, and is murdered. XVIL Csecina, with the Vitellian 
forces, enters. Italy, and besieges Placentia. Spurinna, one 
of Otbo's officers, defends the place. Ca^ba raises the 
Biege, and retires with his army to Cremona. A battle at 
that place, and the Othonians prove victorious. Valens en- 
ters Italy. Cscina resolves to strike a blow before the arri- 
yal of that generaL He lays a snare ibr the Othonians, but 
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is defeated by Suebniv PaaliiMi at a place called CaKo- 
rum. KiDg Epipbanet, on OCbo'a aide, is wounded. XXVIL 
Valens arrives at Tieinunu A ndent aeditioa occasioned 
by the Batayians. Valens joins tbe army nnder Cscina. 
XXXI. Comparison of Otbo and TiUlllus. Otboboldsa 
counsel to deliberate on tbe plan of tbe war. Some are for 
delay; otbers for an immediate action. Otbo is for n deci- 
sive blow, and by advice, retires to Briiellnm. XXXIY. 
CsDcina and Valens wait for the motions of tiie enemy. A 
bridge tiirown over tbe Po to amose Otbo's forces, wbo are 
worsted in a skirmish. XXXVII. A report that both armies 
were inclined to peace, shown to be highly improbable. 
XXXIX. Titianus, Otho's brother, and Procnlos, the prss- 
feet of the prs^torian bands, intmsted with the chief com- 
mand. They encamp within four miles of Bedriacum. Otbo^ 
by dispatches from Brixellum, hurries them on to an en* 
gagement XLI. The battle of Bedriacum. The Othonians 
defeated, and on tbe next day lay down their arms. The 
Vitellians enter the camp, and both armies embrace with 
tears of joy. XLV. Otbo is weary of civil war, and, though 
the soldiers are still devoted to his cause, resolves to pre- 
vent further effusion of blood; he falls on his own sword. 
His funeral immediately performed; some of the m«i slaj 
themselves near the funeral pile. L. Otho's origin and cha- 
racter. LI. A mutiny among his soldiers. Verginius is 
danger from their fury. LIL A great part of tbe senatep 
who had followed Otbo, invited in danger. LV. Tranquil- 
lity prevails at Rome. The games in honour of Ceres cele- 
brated according to custom. Others death made known in 
the theatre: the people declare for Vitellius with shouts of 
applause. LVI. Italy ravaged by the Vitellians. LVII. Vi- 
tellius advances towards Italy, and bears of the victory 
gained by his officers. The two Mauritanias declare in bin 
favour; Albinns their governor cut off by the emissaries of 
Cluvius Rufus, who had passed over frcNn Spain into Afri- 
ca. LX. Vitellius orders the bravest of Otbo^s centurion^ 
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10 be pill td deatlr^ Iht mti kitempl of Marieem id Gaul. 
in a fit of cntbiisiaiimiire^alls himaelf a^ god; be is taken, 
and put to dealii. LXII. TKe i\iMb^f of Vitellins: Italy ex- 
hausted to supply til yoraciouiaibbefite/ In bU .dispatches 
to Rome be declii^ for the pre^lqf the name of Augustus, 
and wholly rejects that of Cassar. The judicial astroiogera 
banished out of Italy. Laws for restraining the Roman 
- knights from appearing on the stage, or in the games of 
' the circus.' LXIII. Dols^la put to death with treachery 
.. ''by Vitellhks'l The furious temper of Triaria, the wife of L. 
^'TitelKus, and the amiable character of his mother Sextilia» 
LXY. C1u?ius Rufos arri?es from Spain, and is pardoned 
by Vitellius. The vanquished troops still retain their feroci- 
ty. A quarrel between the Batavtans and the soldiers of the 
fourteenth legion. LXYIII. A violent sedition at Tieinumi 
while Vitellius carouses at a feast. LXX. Vitellius pro- 
ceeds Ao Creaaooa, and views the field of battle at Bedria- 

w 

ciim, which was still covered with a dreadful carnage. He 
vies with tbe luxury of Nero, and marcbes to Bononia, still 
plunging into deeper debauchery as he draws near to 
Rome. LXXII. A slave of the name ofGkta assumes the 
name of Scribonianus: he is detected, and put to death by 
order of Vitellius. LXXIV. Deliberations held in the East 
by Vespasian and Mucianus. The speech of Mucianus on 
the occasion. LXXVII. Vespasianf encouraged by the re- 
sponses of oracles. His consultation on Mount Carmel. 
LXXIX. Vespasian is declared emperor, first in Egypt, 
and afterwards by the army in Syria. LXXXI. The kings 
Sohemus, Antiochus, ^nd Agrippa, as also queen Berenice, 
e^ler into the league. LXXXII. Plan of the war: Vespasian 
holds Egypt in his possession: his son Titus carries on the 
war against the Jews: Mucianus sets out on bis march 
towards Italy. LXXXV. The legions in Maesia, Pannonia, 
and Dalmatia, revolt to Vespasian, at the instigation of 
Antonius Primus and Cornelius Fuscus. LXXXVII. Vi- 
tellius, at the bead of a prodigious multitude, all debauched 
VOL. IT. 16 



COrVTENTS.-^BOOK II. 

by luxary, enters the city of Rome. XC. He makes a speech, 
in pompous terms celebrating his own praise. His conduct 
, there. XCII. Caecina and Valens carry on the administra- 
tion. Sloth, riot, and mortality among the soldiers. Yitellius 
in want of money, and yet prodigal beyond all measure. 
Aaiaticus, his freedman, amasses enormous wealth. XCV. 
The people distressed, and yet the birth-day of Yitellius 
celebrated with pomp and profusion. The emperor per- 
forms the funeral obsequies of Nero. Rumours of a revdt 
in the East ineffectually suppressed. Yitellius sends for 
succours into Spain, Germany, and Britain, but endeayours 
to disguise the necessity. XCIX. Parties of the enemy ad- 
vance into Italy. Caecina and Yalens ordered to take the 
field, Caecina^s treachery: he combines with Lucilius Bas- 
sus, the commander of the fleets at Ravenna and Misenum. 

These transactions passed in a few months after the death of 
Oalba, and Yinius his colleague in the consulship. 

rsA& or BOXK. or chbist. cosiuls. 

823 69 M. Salvius Dtho, Salvius Otho Titia- 

nus. 
L. Yerginius Rufus, Pompeius Yopis- 

cus. 
Caelius Sabinus, T. Flavius Sabinus. 
T. Arrius Antoninus, P. Mariu^ Cel« 
" sus. 
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I. FoBTiTinB was already preparing, in anoiher book 
quarter of the world, to open an important scene, ^ ^ q 
and to produce to mankind a new imperial family, f^ 

A* MM» 

destined, at first (a), to flourish in prosperity, and, ^* 
in the end, after a disastrous reign, to fall by a 
dreadful catastrophe. While, Galba^still possessed 
Hke sovereign power, Titus, by order of Vespasian, 
his father, set out from Judaea, with congratulations 
to that emperor, and, as was natural, with the ambi- 
tion of a young man eager to begin the career (6) of 
public honours. The common people, according to 
their custom, found deeper reasons for the journey. 
Titus, they believed, was to be adopted heir to the 
empire, and what they believed they took care to 
drculate. The advanced age of Galba, and his want 
of issue, gave colour to the story; and the busy spirit 
of the populace relied on vain conjecture, impatient 
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BOOK to decide what still remained in suspense. The cba- 
XuTcT racier and personal accomplishments of Titus added 
A^. weight to the report. He had talents for the highest 
^^- station, and to the dignity of his stature united a 
graceful mien and amiable countenance. The suc- 
cess that attended Ae exploits of the father, threw a 
lustre round the son: oracular responses (c) foretold 
the grandeur of (he family ; and, while the minds of 
men stood ready for the reception of every rumour^ 
even trifling incidents, the mere result of chance, 
confirmed the popular opinion. At Connth in Achaia, 
Titus received intelligence of the death of Gal*:'^, 
and, at tlie same time, undoubted assurances, that 
Yitellius, at the head of powerful armies, was in mo- 
tion to claim the empire. In this posture of affairs, 
he called a council of select friends. The cotyunc- 
ture was alarming, and to choose among difficulties 
was all that was left ^ If he proceeded on bis way 
^ to Rooie, the homage intended for a prince now no 
^ more, would have no merit with his successor; 
^ «nd to remain a hostage is the custody of Otbo,or 
^' Yitellius, would, most probably, be his lot On the 
^^ other hand, if he retunied to Jodasa, diatcokl ift- 
^< difference would give umbrage to the ccmqueror; 
^^ and yet, while the issue of the war was still uncer* 
^^ tain, die conduct of a young man would admit of 
^^ alleviating circumstances in the opinion of the 
'^ prince whom Fespasian should think proper to 
^^ join. Above all, it was possible that Fespasiau 
^ might declare Umself a candidate: in that case» 
'^ petty ofiences would be of little consequence, 
^^ when aH were to be iavolved in a general war.^ 



OF >ACITU3. 125 

II. After balancing the motives od every side» book 
and fluctuating for some time between q)po8ite pas^ a. u. c. 
sions, hope, at length, prevailed, and Titus returned ^ 
to Judaea. A change so sudden was by some im* ^^* 
puied to his love of queen Berenice (a). It is true, 

tbatt princes? had engaged his affections; but the 
business of his heart never interfered with the du- 
ties of his station. Youth being the season of plea* 
sure, Titus gave a loose to those desires, which he 
afterwards so well knew how to regulate. In his 
own reign he was remarkable for that self-control) 
which be never practised under his father. He set 
sail from Corinth, and after steering along the coast 
of Achaia and Asia, which lay to the left, he direct- 
ed his course towards Bhodes and CypriB. From 
those islands be went, by a nM>re bold navigation 
(6), across the open sea to the coast of Syria. At 
Cyprus curiosity led him to viait the temple of the 
Papfc^aja Venus, fwious for the worship paid by the 
ij^bitants, and the conflux of strangers who re- 
sorted thither from all parts. If we take this oppor- 
tunity t» trace the origin of that singular worship 
(f), and to describi^ the situation of the temple, and 
the form of the goddess, differing entirely from 
what ia seen in any other place, the d^ession wiU, 
perhaps, be neither tedious, nor unacceptable to 
the readtf . 

III. The founder of the temple, if we believe an* 
dent tradition, was king Asrias; a name ascribed 
by some writers {a) to the goddess herself. Accord- 
ing to a nu^re^ recent opinion^ the temple was built 
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BOOK and dedicated by king Cinyras (b), on fhe spot 
\xj\: where the goddess, after emerging from her native 

'^- waves, was gently wafted to the shore. The science 
^9- of divination, we are told, was of foreign growth, 
imported by Thamiras (c), the Cihcian, and by him 
established with mysterious rites and ceremonies. 
In consequence of this institution, it was settled, by 
mutual compact, between the priest and Cinyras, the 
king of the island, that the sacerdotal function should 
be hereditary in the descendants of their respective 
families. In process of time, the race of Thamiras, 
willmg that the sovereign should be distinguished by 
a superior prerogative, resigned into the hands of 
Cinyras the whole conduct of the mysteries, of 
which their ancestors were the original founders. A 
priest of the royal line is, at present, the only person 
consulted. For victims, to be offered as a sacrifice, 
animals of every species are allowed, at tfie option 
of the votarist, provided he chooses from the male 
kind only. Discoveries made in the fibres of kids 
are deemed the best prognostics. The altar is never 
stained with blood, and, though exposed to the open 
air, never moistened (d) by a drop of rain. Suppli- 
cations and the pure flame of fire are the only oflfer- 
ings. The statue of the goddess bears no resemblance 
to the human fonn. You see a round figure, broad 
at the base, but growing fine by d^rees, tiU, like a 
cone, it lessens to a point The reason (e), whatever 
it be, is not explained. 

lY . Titus viewed the wealth of the temple, the pre- 
sents of eastern kings, and the collection ^f rarities, 
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which ihe genius of the Greeks, fond of tradition book 
and the decorations of fabulous narrative, affected — • — 

' A. U. C- 

to trace from remote antiqui^. He then consulted 832. 
the oracle about his future voyage. A calm sea and 69. 
a safe passage were promised. He slew a number of 
victims, and, in terms properly guarded, attempted 
to pry into his own destiny. The priest, whose 
name was Sostratus, explored the entrails of vari^ 
ous animals, and, finding that the goddess was pro- 
pitious, answered, fo^ the present, in the usual style, 
but afterwards, at a Secret interview, laid open a 
scene of glory. Titus, vnth a mind enlarged, and 
swelling with vast ideas, proceeded on his voyage, 
and joined his father. The armies and provinces of 
the East were at that time wavering; but the pre^ 
sence of Titus inspired them with vigour and alacri- 
ty. Yesf^asian had almost brought the Jewish war 
to a conclusion. Nothing remained but the si^e of 
Jerusalem (a) ; an arduous enterprise, which threat- 
ened great toil and difficulty, not on account of the 
strength or resources of the enemy, but by reason 
of ji hill almost inaccessible, and, what was still 
more hard to conquer, the stubborn genius of su- 
perstition. Vespasian, as already mentioned, had 
thre^ legions under his command, all inured to the 
service, and eager against the enemy. Mucianus, in 
a province where profound tranquillity was estab- 
lished, was at the head of four legions, not, as usual 
in time of peace, relaxed in indolence, but animated 
by the gallant exertions of the army under Vespa- 
sian, and fired with a spirit of emulation. Having no 
enemy to oppose, they were not made soldiers in 
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BOOK the field ; but their spirit was roused, and, being qs- 
j^^ Q impaired by fatigue, they were ready for a vigorous 
^^ campaigD. The two cominanders had an additional 
^- force of auxiUary horsie and foot, besides a naval 
armament on the coast, and the support of all the 
neighbouring kings. Add to this, their own military 
character was a tower of strength. Both stood high 
in reputation, but for different reasons, and for quali- 
ties peculiar to each. 

V. Vespasian possessed all the requisites that 
form a soldier and j^n officer. Prompt and zealous 
in the service, he was often seen at the head of a 
inarch ; he went in person to mark out the ground 
of his camp, and, by night as well as day, he kept 
the enemy in a constant alarm, planning his mea- 
sures with judgment, and executing with vigour. 
To his diet he paid no regard, content with what- 
ever came before him. In his apparel, plain and 
simple, he was scarce distinguished from the com- 
mon men. With all this he had a leaven of avarice. 
Forgive that vice, and. he was equal to the best gene- 
rals of antiquity. 

Mucianus was of a difterent cast Rich and mag- 
nificent, he appeared with an air of elevation above 
the rank of a private citizen. An able orator, aod 
versed in civil business, he laid his schemes wiA 
judgment: the politician appeared in all his mea- 
sures. In the two men were seen a rare assemblage 
of extraordinary qualities. By weeding out the vices 
of each^ and uniting their virtues^ the commonwealA 
would have had an accomplished prince. Situated 
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as they were in contiguous provinces, Vespasian in book 
Jada^, and Mucianus in Syria, they beheld each ' ■ 
other, for some time, with the jealousy of rivals. ^^2. ■< 

The death of Nero put an end to their dissensions. 69. 
From that time they b^an to act in concert. Their 
mutual friends made the first advances towards a 
reconciliation, and, by the address of Titus, a mere 
cessasion of animosities was turtfed into a lasting 
peace. The power of winning the affections of men 
was in an eminent degree the talent of that young 
officer. Nature and art conspired to render him ac- 
ceptable to all ; and even Mucianus could not resist 
his influence. The tribunes, the centurions and the 
common men were, by various artifices^ fixed in 
Ate interest of the two commanders. The diligent 
met with encouragement, the licentious with indul* 
gence, and, according to the bent of each manV 
disposition, aH were secured by their virtues^ or 
their vices. 

yi. Before the arrival of Titus, both armies had 
sworn fidelity to Otho, with the precipitation of 
men who had quick intelligence of all that passed 
at Rome. They were not, in that juncture, ripe for 
a revolt. Preparations for a civil war ure in their na- 
ture slow and difficult. The East had been com- 
posed by a long peace, and now, for the first time, 
b^an to think of mixing in the feuds that shook 
ttie empire. They had hitherto seen the convulsions 
ft the state at a distance only. The quarrel always 
broke oat in Gaul or Italy, and was there decided 
by the forces of the West It is true, that Pompey, 

VOL. IV. 17 
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BOOK Cassius, Brutus and Antony, carried the war across 
XuTcT *^^ Mediterranean, and had reason to repent Syria 
^^^^ and Judsea beard of the Csesars, but seldom saw 
^^' tbem. The legions, undisturbed by sedition, had 
no war upon tlieir hands. Embroiled at different 
times with the Parthians (a), they had a few slight 
conflicts, with doubtful success, and passed the rest 
of the year in profound tranquillity. In the late ciyil 
war (6), when every part of the empire was in mo- 
tion, the East was perfectly quiet. Galba obtained 
the sovereignty, and the oriental legions acquiesced; 
but it was no sooner known than Otho and Vitellius 
were engaged in an impious war against their coun- 
try, than they began to shake off their pacific temper. 
They saw the supreme authoHty in the hands of 
other armies, who granted it away at their own plea- 
sure, and reaped the profits of every revolution, 
while the soldiers of the East had nothing but a 
change of servitude, condemned, at the w\\ of 
others, to submit to new masters. 

Discontent and loud complaints were heard 
throughout the army. The common men began to 
survey their strength and numbers. They reckoned 
seven legions {c\ besides a large body of auxilia- 
ries. Syria and Judaea were in their possession. 
J£gypt had two legions at their service. Cappado- 
cia and Pontus afforded ample resources; and the 
forces that lined the frontier of Armenia stood 
ready at their beck Asia, and the rest of the pro- 
vinces, were provided with men and money. In a 
word, the islands, and the sea that surrounds theiUt 
were under their command; and the Mediterranean, 
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while it separated them from the rest of the empire, book 
left them at leisure to prepare for war. 



11. 



A. U. C. 

822. 

A. D. 

TIL The zealof the'soidiers was no secret to ^^^ 



the commanders in chief; but they judged it best 
to wait the issue of the war in Europe ; aware that, 
between the victor and the vanquished, a sincere 
coalition never can succeed, and whether fortune 
favoured the arms of Otho or Vitellius, the conse- 
quence in either event would be the same. And if 
the pride of victory is apt to corrupt the ablest 
generals^ from the present chiefs what was to be 
expected.^ Their own vices would destroy them. 
Discord, sloth dnd luxury would be the ruin of 
both; one would be undone by the fate of war, and 
the other by success. For these reasons it was 
agreed to suspend all military operations. Vespasian 
and Mucianus, lately reconciled to each* other, con- 
curred in this opinion, which had been beforehand 
adopted by their friends. Men of principle gave 
their advice with a view to the public good; others 
o oked for their own private advantage ; and public 
confusion was the only resource of such as, in their 
domestic affairs, saw nothing but distress and ruin. 
One mind, one spirit pervaded the whole army, 
(rood and evil motives conspired, and for different 
reasons war became the passion of aU. 

Till. About tliis period of time, a report that 
Nero was still alive, and actually on his way to the 
provinces of the East, excited a general alarm 
through Achaia and Asia. The accounts of that 
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BOOK emperor^s deadi (a) l)ad been m varioos, that cm- 
-7—^ — jecture had ample mateiiala. Hence numbers as- 

A» |J« \jm " 

S23. serted that Nero suitived the furjr of his enemies, 
i^' and tbey found creduli^ ready to believe them. In 
the course of this work the reader will hear of 
Tarious pretenders, and the fate that attended them. 
The impostor who now took upon him to personate 
that emperor, was a slave from Pontus, or, accord- 
ing to some writers, a free4man from Italy, who 
played with skiU on the harp^ and had a musicd 
voice. With those talents, and a countenance that 
resembled Nero, he was able to impose on vulgar 
minds. By the force of pi^omises he drew to bis 
party a number of deserters, whom their pover^ 
induced to lead a vagrant life. With this crew be 
put to sea, but was thrown by adverse winds on the 
isle of Cythnus. At that place he fell^ in with a party 
of soldiers on their return from the East Some of 
these he listed; and such as refused, he oidered to 
be put to death. Havipg plundered the merchsmts, 
and armed the stoutest of their slaves, be endea- 
voured to seduce Sisenna, a centurion from Syria, 
who happened to land on the island of Cythnus, on 
his way to greet the praetorian bands in the name of 
the Syrian army, and, in token of friendship, to pre- 
sent two right bands clasping each other. Appre- 
hending danger from so bold an adventurer, Sisenna 
made his escape from the island. A general panic 
seized the inhabitants. Numbers rejoiced to find 
.the name of Nero once more revived, and, hating 
the new system, wished for nothing so much as 
another revoltttion% 
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IX. The^/ame of this pretended Nero gained book 
credit every day, when by a sudden accident the il- ^ ^j q 
lusion vanished. It happened^ that Calpurnius As* ^^ 
prenas, whom Galba liad eqppointed governor of ^^« 
Galatia and Pamphylia^ arrived on his way to those 
provinces, at the isle of Cy tbnus, withi two galleys 
from the fleet that lay at Misenum. The comman- 
ders of the ships were summoned, in the name of 
Nero, to attend their lawful prince. The impostor 
continued to act his part. He received the naval 
officers with an air of dejection, and by the duty 
which they owed him, implored their asmstance, and 

safe conduct either to Syria, or to Egypt The mas- 
ters of the galleys, alarmed at the proposal^ or intend- « 
ing to deceive, desired time to prepare the minds of 
their sailors, fsdthfully promising to return without 
delay. Asprenas, duly informed of all that passed, 
gave orders to attack the impostor and his crew of 
adherents. The ship was seized, and (he pretended 
emperor, whoever he was, suffered death. The air 
of the man, his eyes, his hair, and the ferocity of his 
countenance (a), bore a strong resemblance to Nero. 
His body was conveyed to Asia, and afterwards sent 
to Rome. 

X. In a city, distracted by internal discord, and, 
after so many revolutions, fierce with a spirit of 
liberty that led to the wildest anarchy, no transac- 
tion, however trifling in itself, could pass, without 
exciting violent commotions. Vibius Crispus, a 
man, for his wealth, his power, and his talents, 
always ranked dmmg the most eminent citizens. 
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BOOK but never for his virtues numbered with the good, 
^ J^ cited to the bar of the senate, Annius Faustus, s 
f^f ' Roman knight, and hi the reign of Nero an infor- 
^^- mer bj profession/ "^Id the beginning of Galba*8 
reign it was ordained b]r a decree, that all causes 
against the race of public accusers should be fairly 
heard. This law, however salutaiy, was forced to 
yield to the temper of the times ; it was enforced, or 
relaxed, as the person accused happened to be of 
weight and consequence, or poor and friendless: it 
was, notwithstanding, stiU in force; and Crispus, 
availing himself of it, exerted all his influence to 
ruin the man who had been the prosecutor of his 
brother (a). In the senate his party was strong and 
powerful. Without hearing the criminal, the fathers 
were for condemning him to immediate executioa 
The violence of this proceeding stiired up an oppio* 
sition. A party was formed against the overgrown 
power of the prosecutor. They insisted that the 
specific charge should be exhibited, and a day fixed, 
when the delinquent, however guilty, should be al- 
lowed the common right of being heard in his de- 
fence. This motion was carried^ and the hearing 
of the cause was adjourned for a few days. The 
trial at length came on, and Faustus was condemned, 
but not with that universal assent of the people 
which a life of iniquity might have vrarranted. 
The accuser, it was well known, had been concern- 
ed in the conduct of prosecutions, and received the 
profits of his trade. Men rejoiced to see the punish- 
ment of a crime so dangerous and detestable; 
but the triumph of a notorious offender gave dis- 
gust 
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XL Meanwhile, the affairs of Otho wore a favour- book 
able aspect The armies in Dalmatia and Pannonia ^ ^^. 
were on their march to join hi^i r A detachment of ^- 
two thousand advanced ]>]r rapid marches, while the ^^* 
main body followed at moderate distances. The le- 
gions that composed this force, were the seventh, 
which had been raised by Galba; the eleventh, the 
thirteenth, and fourteenth, all veterans in the semce, 
and the last in great renown for the vigour with 
which they quelled the insurrection in Britain (a), 
and still more famous for the choice made by Nero, 
who had selected that corps as the best in the empire. 
They remained to the last, faithful to that emperor, 
and, after his death, declared with equal zeal in fa^ 
vour of Otho. Knowing their own strength, they 
were inspired with confidence, but a confidence 
that made them judge for themselves, and proceed 
on their march by slow Journeys, as their humour 
prompted. The cavalry and auxiliary cohorts came 
forward' with more alacrity. 

The troops that marched from Rome were a for- 
midable body. They consisted of five praetorian co- 
horts, several squadrons of horse, and the first le- 
gion. To these were added two thousand gladia- 
tors; a resource altogether ignoble, but in civil com- 
motions often employed by generals of the first repu- 
tation. Annius Gallus and Yestricius Spurinna (6) 
were sent at the head of this whole forced with or- 
ders to take post on the banks of the Po. The first 
intention was to keep the enemy locked up in Gaul; 
but that project proved abortive, Cascina having 
abready passed the Alps. Otho followed with a se- 
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BOOK lect body of the praetorian guards, and all the ¥ete- 

' rans of that corps, with ttie city cohorts, and a pro- 

822. digious number druugbted from the marines. Oa 

^. the march he betraf ejd no syntptom of slodi (c), no 

passion for luxprj: hd advanced on foot, at the head 

of the colours^ covered widi an iron breast-plate^ 

rough and soldier-like, exhibiting a striking contrast 

to his former character. 

XII. In this posture of affairs, fortune seemed t» 
open a flattering prospect Otho was master of flie 
greatest part of Italy, and his fleets had the com- 
mand of the sea. To the foot of the maritime Alps 
(a) the country was in his possession. To pass over 
fliose mountains, and make a descent on NariK>B Gaul, 
was the measure which he had projected. To con- 
duct that expedition he s^^inted Suedius Cle- 
mens, Antoniiis Novellus, and ^milius Pacencis. 
The last was loaded with irons by his own soldiers. 
Antonius Novellus lost all authority; and Suedius 
Clemens, proud of his rank, but not knowit^ bow 
to maintain it, yielded too much to the humours of 
the men. He preserved no discipline, and yet was 
eager for action. His army presented no appearance 
of men marching through their own country. Thtj 
forgot that Italy was their native soil, and that die 
lands and houses belonged to their fellow citizen» 
Regardless of the Roman name, they laid waste the 
country with fire and sword ; they pillaged, destroy- 
ed, and plundered as if the war had been in a 
foreign realm, against the enemies of their country. 
The wi*etched inhalHtants were (pressed by raeD, 
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against whon^ having entertained no fear, fhey had book 
prepared no defence. The fields were covered ^ith ^ ^ ^ 
grain and cattle; the houses ^^ere open; and the ^^ 
owners, with their wives and c^iildren, went forth, ^r 
in the simplicity of their hearts, to meet the army. 
In the midst of peace, they were surrounded with all 
the horrors of war. Marias Maturus was, at that 
time^ governor of the maritime Alps. He resolved 
to dispute the passage with Otho^s troops, and for 
that purpose armed the youth of the country. In the 
first encounter, the mountaineers were either cut 
to pieces or put to the rout. A band of rustics, sud* 
denly levied, and ignorant of military discipline, 
could not make head against a regular army. Ex* 
pecting no fame from victory, they feared no disgrace 
from an ignominious flight 

J[III. An opposition so rash and feeble served 
only to exasperate the Othonian soldiera They fell 
with fury upon Albium Intemelium, a municipal 
town. The late victory was a fruitless advantage, 
affording neither q[>oil nor plunder. The peasants 
had DO property, and their arms were of no value. 
£veii prisoners of war could not be made. The 
fugitives knew the course of the country, and were 
too swift of foot Enraged at the disappointment, 
the soldiers wreaked their vengeance on the inno* 
cedt inhabitants of Intemelium, and glutted their 
avarice with the effects of innocent men. Amidst 
the barbarities committed on this occasion, a Ligu* 
rian woman gave a noble example of courage and 
maternal affection. She had concealed her child 
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BOOK from the fury of the slaughteriDg sword. The sol- 

^ J ^ diers, fullj persuaded that she had deposited her trea? 

822. 9m*e in the same place, stretched her on the rack, 

69. aud pressed the unhappy mother to tell where dit 

had secured her son. She laid her hand on her 

womb, and ^^ Here,^^ she said, ^ here my child is 

^^ sheltered'^ From that moment, unmoved by me- 

nacesy and unsubdued by torture^ she never cfaan^ 

her tone. Nothing could conquer that generoos 

obstinacy. She died a bright example of undaunted 

virtue. 

XIV. Meanwhile, Fabius Valens received intel- 
ligence that Otho's fleet was hovering on the cosot 
of Narbon Gaul, with intent to mvade that province^ 
which had already embraced the mterest of Yitet- 
lius. The adjacent colonies, by their deputies, sued 
for protection. * Valens dispatched two Tungrian 
cohorts, four squadrons of liorse, with the whole 
cavalry of the Treviri, under the command of Jidius 
Classicus ; reserving, however, a sufficient detach- 
ment from diose forces, to garrison the port of 
ForojuUum, that the colony might not, while the 
troops marched up the country, lie exposed to su^l- 
den incursions from the fleet This arrangemrat 
being made, Classicus marched in quest of the 
enemy, at the head of twelve troops of horse, and a 
select body from the cohorts. To these were added 
the Ligurian cohort, which had been usually quar- 
tered at Forojttlium, and five hundred men from 
Ptononia, not* yet ranged in companies under dis* 
tinct and regular colours. Neither side declined an 
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engagement The disposition made by Otho^s oflS- book 
cers was as fottows: A body of marines^ intermixed ^. u! c. 
with die peasantry^ took post.^ on tbe heists near ^^ 
die sea. The level space between the hills and the ^^* 
coast was occupied by the praetorian soldiers; and, 
to support them,^ the fleet stood in close to the shore^ 
drawn up in order of battle, and presenting a formi- 
dable line* The strength of the Titellians, consist- 
ing in cavalry, was stationed in front} the bfantry 
close embodied in the rear, and their Alpine moun- 
taineers on the ridge of the neighbouring hills. The 
Treverian squadrons b^an the attack with less skill 
than courage. The veterans of Otho^s army re- 
ceived the attack in front, while their peasants, from 
the high grounds, discharged a volley of stones, and, 
being expert slingers, annoyed the enemy in flank. 
They mixed in the lines mfk the regular soldiers, and 
performed feats of valoiflrf In tbe moment of vic- 
tory, there was no distinction .betWeen the coward 
and the brave ; all pursued their advantage with 
equal ardour. The Titellians were thrown into dis- 
order; and, being driven towards the margin of the 
sea, they were there attacked in the rear by the 
«ddiers belonging to the fleet This was a dan- 
ger unforeseen. • Hemmed in on every side, they 
must have been to a man cut ofi^, if the night had 
not come on in time to favour their retreat, and re- 
strain the victorious army from pursuing them in 
their fli^t 

XV. The Vitellians, though defeated, still retain- 
ed their warlike spirit With a reinforcement drawn 
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BOOK together in haste, thej returned to the charge; and, 
' j^i^q ' finding the enemy elate* with joy, and by saccess 
^^; lulled into security^ tbey jnsaulted the outposts, put 
^' the advanced guard to the jnword, and forced their 
way into the ciimp. The Othonians were struck 
with terror, and near the fleet all was tumult and 
disorder. The surprise, however, soon began to 
subside. The Othonians betook themselves to an 
adjacent hill, and, having there collected their 
strength, rushed down with impetuous fury. A 
dreadful slaughter followed. The Tungrian co- 
horts stood thfe brunt of the action, till their com- 
manding officers fell under a shower of darts. The 
Othonians conquered, but their victory was deariy 
bought They pursued the flying enemy with more 
rage than prudence, when (be Treverian cavalry 
wheeling round, attacked them in the rear, and put 
a large part;^ to the sword. From this time, the two 
armies remaiqed inactiva As if a truce had taken 
place, and both sides had bgreed by compact to 
suspend hostilities, and no more molest each other 
by sudden incursions, the Vitellians retired to Anti- 
polis, a municipal town of Narbon Gaul, and the 
Othonians to Albingaunum, in the * inland part of 
Liguria. 

XYI. Corsica, Sardinia, and the rest of the 
islands in those seas, were overawed by the victo- 
rious fleet, and kept in subjection to Otbo. Corsica, 
indeed, suffered a sudden convulsion from the te- 
merity of the governor. Tlie name of this officer 
was Decimus Pacarius. Though the island, in a 
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war carried on by such powerful adversaries, was boor 
of no importance, he endeavoured to seduce the in- ^ ^j' ^ 
habitants to the interest of yitfeliius. The project, ^^ 
which would have decided nothing, ended in his ^* 
own ruin. He summbned a council of the leading 
men, and communicated hb design. Claudius Phir<* 
ricM, who commanded the galleys on that station, 
and Q^jiK^us Gertus, a Roman knight, objected to 
the measure, and were put to instant death. The 
rest of the assembly, terrified by this act of violence, 
swore fidelity to Yitellius. The populace, as usual, 
blind and ignorant, but by contagioh catching the 
fears of others, followed the example of the leading 
chiefs. Pacarius began to muster his men, and train 
them to the use of arms. A race of rude and vulgar 
peasants, who had no relish for the fatigue of mili- 
tary discipline, began to consider the nature of their 
situation, and their > inability to support a war. 
^ They were islanderir.remote from Gr^rmany, and 
^ out of the reach of the l^ions. The fleets of Otho 
^ commanded the seas, and had lately ravaged the 
^^ maritime countries, though defended by the co- 
^^ horts and cavalry of Vitellius.^^ This reflection 
produced a sudden change in every mind. They ' 
resolved to assert their independence, not with open 
force, but by covert stratagem ; and, for that pur- 
pose, to lie in wait for their opportunity. Pacarius, 
as soon as his train of visiters left him, retired to 
his bath. In that moment the conspirators fell upon 
him naked and disarmed. He was put to instant 
death, and his attendants suffered the same fate. 
Thoir. heads, like those of traitors, were conveyed 
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If 
--—7— warded by that prince, nor punished by Yiteflins. 

B22. Iq the mass of atrocious deeds tfiat dii^;raced the 

69. times, petty villanies Were suffered to pass with im- 

punity. 

XYII. The cavalry, called the Stllanian squad* 
RON, had, as alreacty mentioned (a), forced their 
way into Italy, and there fixed the seat of war. In 
the conduct of these men nothing proceeded from 
principle. They had no regard for Otiio, nor so 
much as a wish to serve Yitellius; but, their vigour 
being relaxed by a long peace, and their minds de* 
based and prepared for slavery, they stood ready 
to stretch their necks to the yoke, whatever hand 
imposed it, in their choice of a master wholly in- 
different The fairest portion of Italy (b), extending 
from the Po to the Alps, with all its fertile plains 
and flourishing cities, was in the possession of Yi- 
tellius ; the forces sent forward by Csecina having 
already penetrated into that quarter. At Cremona a 
Pannonian cohort laid down their arms ; and between 
Placentia and Ticinum a party of a hundred hone, 
with a thousand marines, were made prisoners. In 
this tide of success nothing could withstand tfie vi- 
gour of the Yitellians. The Po opposed its stream 
and its banks in vain. To the Batavians, and die 
troops from beyond the Rhme, the river was no 
mor^ than a new motive to inflame their ardour. 
They passed over with their usual raf>idity under 
the walls of Placentia, and in sight of the enemy. 
Having gained a footing on the land, they inter- 
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cepted the eoemy^s scouts, and spread such a gene- book 
nl paDic, thiat all who escaped their fury fled with XuTcT 
precipitation, announciiig the arjrival of Cascina and ^^ 
his whole army. ^^* 

XYin. Spurinna, who commanded at Flacentia, 
was well informed of Ca^ina^s motions. He knew 
him to be still at a distance ; and, if at any time he 
lifaoald show himself before the place, he had t^en 
his measures. Three praetorian cohorts, and no more 
than a thousand vexiHaries, with a small body of 
horse, would be ill opposed to a veteran army. He 
resolved, therefore, to remain within bis fortifies* 
tions. But an unruly soldiery, fierce and unskilled 
in military operations, was not to be restrained. 
They seized the colours, and sallied forth in a body. 
The general endeavoqred in vain to check their vio- 
lence; the men pointed their weapons at his breast; 
they spumed at the tribunes and centurions, who 
extolled ihe wisdom of Iheir superior officer; they 
rejected all advice, declaring aloud that treason was 
at woiic; they were betrayed: and Ca^cina was in- 
vited to take possession of die place. Spurinna was 
obliged to yield to this sudden frenzy, and even to 
proceed on the march. He went forth against his 
will, but with a show of approbation, in hopes, if the 
sedition died away, that he might then resume his 
former authority. 

XIX. The soldiers pushed on with spirit, till the 
Po appearing in sight, and night commg on, (hey 
halted for the first time. It was now judged neces- 
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BOOK sary to fortiiy a camp. Labour and castranietatioa 
-- — ' — were new to men who had only served within the 

A. U. C. ^ 

822. waUs of Rome. Their ferocity abated, and they be- 
69. ' gan to see their error The veterans in the service 
condemned their own credulity, and pointed out to 
their comrades the common danger of all, if Ca^cina 
with a numerous army had come up in time to sur- 
round them in a wide champaign country. Through- 
out the ranks nothing was heard but penitence and 
submission. The tribunes and centurions r^ained 
iheir influence, and all were loud in praise of their 
general, who had, with judgment, chosen a strong 
and powerful colony for the seat of war. Sporinna 
seized his opportunity, choosing rather to convince 
by reason, than to irritate by reproof. Having quell- 
ed the sedition, he left some flying parties to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and, with an army now 
disposed to obey his orders, marched back to Fla* 
centia. The fortifications of the place were repaired ; 
new works were added; towers were constructed; 
the soldiers were provided with arms; and, what was 
of greater moment, a spirit of discipline and prompt 
obedience was diffused through the army. This was, 
no doubt, an essential service. Want of courage could 
not be imputed to Others party. Inattention to their 
superior officers was the disadvantage under which 
they laboured. 

XX. Gascina advanced into Italy, with a well- 
conducted army, observing in his march the strict- 
est discipline, as if on the other side of the Alps he 
had left his cruel^ and love of plunder. His dress 
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gave offence to the colonies tbraugfa which he pass* boor. 
ed. His mantie, decorate|4^ with various oolours, a.u.c. 
passed for a mark of arrogance; and bis drawers (a), ^^^ 
used onlf bjr savage nations, did not agree with the ^^* 
ideas of a Roman citixen. Besides fliis, the splendid 
appearance of bis wife, Salonina, mounted on a sa* 
perb horse, adorned with purple ornaments, though 
in itself a matter of no hnportance, and certainly in<* 
jurious to no person ^vfafaitever, was held to be a 
puMic insnlt fiuch is the mature of the human mind, 
disposed at aU times to behold with jealoiisjf the 
sudden elevation of new meu^ and to demand, that 
he, who has been known in a humble station, should 
know how to rise in the world with tenq)er and 
modest dignity. Cadcina passed the Po, and by ne** 
gotiaition and antful promises endeavoured to seduce, 
the leaders of Others part?^. The like insidious game 
was played agamst himseK HcAk sides talked of 
peace and concord, but they amused each other 
wilh words of specious soond, importing nothing. 
Tired of fruitless artifices, Carina b^n to concert 
his measures for die reduction of filacentia. ^e de« 
termined to invest the plaoe; and knowing how 
much the fame of the general, and by censeqaence, 
the events of war, depend on the first exphiit, he 
made every preparation for carrying on the siege 
with vigour. 

XXL The fimt approach to die town diq>layed 
the bravery, but nothmg of the skilly which might 
be expected from a veteran array. The soldiers,^ 
intoxicated with liquor, adTanced to the foot of die 
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BOOK waDs, wittMNit flhelto*, or dae precaution* In tfiis at* 
^_H: — tack, a magnificent amphitheatre, which stood on 
823. ' the outside of the fortificationSi was set on fire, 
69. ' and levelled to tfie ground. Whether this was occa- 
sioned by the flaming brands and other combusti- 
bles thrown in bj the besiegers, or by the 13ce mis- 
siye weapons discharged from the works, can not 
now be ascertained The vulgar herd of the cily, 
apt and willing, like die populace in every quarter, 
to believe whatever malignity can invent, nnputed 
ttie disaster to the nei^bouring colonists, who saw 
with envy a spacious and magnificent structure, 
that surpassed every monument of art and bbour 
throi^hout Italy. The sense of this misfortune, 
however begun, was lost in the pressure of imme- 
diate danger; but the enemy was no sooner with- 
drawn from the walls, dian the inhabitants, in the 
moment of security, lamented the loss of thar am* 
phitheatre, as the worst calamity that could befal 
them. Gascina was repulsed with considerable loss. 
The ni^t, on both sides, was employed in neces- 
sary preparations. The Yitellians provided them- 
selves with moving pendiQuses, and other warlike 
machmes, under which the men might advance to 
sap tfie foundation of the walls. The besieged were 
busy in preparing stakes and rafb of timber, with 
huge heaps of stone and lead and brass, in order to 
crush the assailants under their own works. Both 
armies felt every motive that could rouse their va- 
lour. The love of ^ry, and the fear of shame, 
throbbed in every breast In the camp of the Vitd- 
lians, nothing ww heard but the vigour of the le- 
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gioDs, and the fame of die German armies; within ^^ 



the town the honour of the city cohorts, and the a. u. c. 
dignity of the praetorian bands, were the topics that a. d. 
inflamed their minds with heroic ardoar. They con* 
sidered the Yitellians as a set of desperate adven- 
turers, and despised them as barharians, foreigners, 
and aliens in Italy; while, in their tmm, diey were 
held in contempt by the besiegers, as a weak ener- 
vate band, iriio had lost every warlike principle in 
die drcQS and die dieatres of Rome. Otho and 
Titellins were die subject of alternate praise and 
calunmy; but praise was soon exhausted, and for 
abuse each party found abundant materiab. 

XXII. At die retuiti of day, die city and die 
country round diq>layed a scene of warlike prepa- 
ration: the walls and ramparts were covered witfi 
Othonian soldiers, and die fields glittered widi fte 
blaze of hostile arms. The l^bns in cbse array 
advanced to the assault, and the auxiliaries in sepan 
rate divisions. The attack b^n with a volley of 
stones and darts aimed at die highest part of the 
fortifications; and where die woriu were eidier im- 
paired by time, or thinly manned, the Yitellians 
attempted a scalade. The German auxiliaries, rend- 
ing die air with their savage warwogs, and, accord- 
ing to tbe custom of their country, waving their 
shields over their shoulders, advanced with impetu* 
ous fury ; while the garrison, widi deliberate aim, 
discharged a volley of stones and darts. In the 
mean time, the legionary soldiers, under their co- 
vered way, battered the foundation of the walls, and, 
having throlvn up mounds of earthy attempted to 
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■ ^ - ^' ^ beeil prepared by the besieged, was instandy rolled 
^^ down with pirodigious ruin: the YitelliaAs, crashed 
^^' under ttie weight, or transfixed with darts, lay 
wounded, maimed, and maiq;led^ at the foot of the 
ramparts. Horroih and confo^n fottotved. The 
Othonians were inspired with fresh coura^si Tlw 
sbu^iter increased; and the assailants, finding aH 
theit efforts defeated, with great pteo^itattion, and 
no less dishooottr, sdtonded a retreat. Carina saw 
the felly of an entei^rise rashly ondertaken. T# 
avoid further di^race, he resolred to raise the ^^e, 
and leave a csftnp, where he had nothing to expect 
but reproach and «hame. He repassed the Po, and 
bent his m^h towarcb Cremona. He had not pro- 
ceeded far, when he was joined by TuruUios Ceresr 
lis, a centurion of principal rank, t^ho had served 
under him m Germany, and also by Julius Brtgan* 
ticus, a Batavian by birth: the former deserted with 
a strong body of marine soldiers, and the latter wHh 
a small party of horse. 

XXIH. Spurinna, as soon as he was informed of 
die moirements of the enemy, sent dispatches to 
Annius Callus, with the particulars of the si^e^ the 
gallant defence of Flacentia, and the measures con* 
certed by Caecina. Gallus was then on his march, 
at the head of the first legion, to the relief of the 
place, little imagmiog that a few cohorts would be 
able to hold out against the strength and valour of 
the German army. It was, however, no sooner 
known that Csecina had abandoned his enterprise, 
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and was then proceediog to Cremooa, than the spirit book 
of the l^ons bbzed out at once. They dedired to ^, u. c. 
be led agahist the enemy. Their kipatienee rose to ^^ 
a pitch little short of seditioa. It was with difficult ^ 
that Qattus iqf^eased the tumult He made halt at 
Bedriacmn (a), a viOage situate between Tenma and 
Cremona, and unhappity famous for the slaughter of 
two Roman armies. About the same time the 
Othonians gained a second advantage over the ene^ 
my. Martius Macer fought with success near 
Cremona. Tb^ officer, with the spirit of enterprise 
that distinguished him, embarked the gladiators on 
the Po, and, mal^g a sudden descent 06 the oppo* 
site bank^ fell with fury on the auxiliaries of Yitellius. 
AU wbo attempted to make head against him were 
put bo the sword; thfe rest fled with precipitation to 
Cremona. Macer was not willing to lose by rash- 
ness the fruit of his victory. He knew that, by the 
arriral of fresh forces, the fortune of the day might 
be changed, and, for that reason, recalled his men 
froiii the pursuit. This measwe spread a general 
disconten tamongst the eoldiers. It was the misfortune 
of Otho's party to be on all occasions infected with 
suspicion, and, with a strange perversity, to put the 
worst construction on the conduct of their officers. 
The base of heart and petulant of tongue com- 
bined together, and with virulent invective defamed 
and blackened every character without distinction. 
Even Annius Callus, Suet<Hiius Paulinus, Marius 
Cdsas, three eminent generals, did not escape the 
AsaitA of calumny. They were charged with va- 
rioBs crimes. But the murderers of Galba were 
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^ ^'^. " and finding no respite from remorse and fear, these 
^- miscreants made it thur business to embroil, to dis- 
^- tract, and dirow erefy thing mto confusicw. They 
gave vent to their seditioDs deaigna witti opra inst^ 
lence, and bj clandestine letters infused dieir venom 
into the mind of Otho; a mind too sosc^tible, al- 
ways hearicening to eveiy malignant whisper, and 
obIj goarded against men of worth and boDonr; in 
pnwperitjr weak and irrescdnte; in distress coflect' 
ed, firm, determined; miafortoie made him a better 
man. In his present sito^ion, easity alarmed, and 
suspectii^ all his officers, he aeut to Rome for hk 
brother Titianns, and committed to him the whole 
ctmduct of the war. The interral was filled by Cel- 
Biu and Paulinos with active enterprise and brilliant 
success. 

XXIV. Csecina fdt the disgrace of his late defeat, 
and saw with anxiety ttie fame of hia army nioal- 
dering away. He bad been rougbly handled at Fla- 
centia, his aaxiliaries were cut to pieces, and in 
every Finnish, not worthy of a particular detail, the 
enemy had the advantage. He likewise knew by 
sare intelligence that Talens was advancing with his 
army, and that commander might reap the lanrels 
of the war. To prevent a circumstance so humBia- 
ting, he resolved, with more courage than jn^ment, 
to redeem his glory. With this intent he marched 
to a village called Gastonim (a), distant about twelve 
miles from Cremona. At that place, in a wood that 
^^ overhangs the road, he stafioiied the flower erf" bisaoz- 
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iliaries in ambuscade. His cavalry had orders to book 
take an advanced post, and, after provoking an en- "XTTcT 
gagement, to give ground at once, and draw the ene- ^^ 
my forward, till an unexpected sallj could be made ^^* 
from the woods. The stratagem was betrayed to the 
generals of Others army. Paulinus took the command 
of the infaotiy, while Celsusledon the cavalry. Their 
men were ranged in order of battle. In the left wing 
were placed the vexillaries of the thirteenth l^on^ 
four auxiliary cohorts, and five hundred hors6. The 
hi^ road was occupied by three praetorian cohorts, 
who formed the centre. The right wing consisted 
of the first legion, two auxiliary cohorts, and five 
hundred horse. Besides these, a thousand of the 
cavalry, selected from the praetorian and auxilia- 
ry bands, were kept as a body of reserve to sup- 
port the broken ranks, or, if the enemy gave 
way, to rush on at once and complete the vic- 
tory* 

XXY. Before the two armies came to action, the 
Yiteliians feigned a flight. Aware of the stratagem, 
GelsQs checked the ardour of his men, and in his 
turn pretended to give ground. The adverse party, 
as they lay in ambush, thought they saw theur op* 
portunity, and, rushing forward inconsiderately^ fell 
into a snare. The l^ons flanked them from both 
wings; the cohorts attacked in front; and the cavalry^ 
wheelmg round with rapidity, charge^ in the rear. 
Suetonius Pbulinus still kept his infantry out of the 
engagement By his natural * temper slow and deli- 
berate, he chose to take his measures wifli {Nrecau- 
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II 
^ ^^;' ^. bis success to the chance of war. He ordered the 

^^^]\ hdbws to be filled up, the ground to be cleared, 
^^' knd hb ranks to be extended; wisely judgmg that 
it would then be time to think of victory, when he 
had taken care not be conquered. During this 
delay the Vitdiians seixtd the opportunity to shift 
their ground. They betook tfaemseives to the adja- 
cent vineyards, thick with interwoven branches, 
and, by consequence, difficult of access. Having 
there, and in a wood that lay contiguous, found a 
safe retreat, they recovered their courage, and sallied 
out to attack the prsetorian cavalry. The best and 
. bravest officers of that corps were cut to pieces. 
Epipbanes (a), tiie eastern king who in support of 
Otho^s cause faced every danger^ was wounded im 
the engagement 

XXYL At length the infantry under the con- 
mand of Paulinus, entered into the action. The 
front line of the enemy gave way at once, and the 
parties that came to support them were in Uke man- 
ner put to the rout Caecina had not ttie judgment 
to act with bis whole strength at once. He bronglit 
up his men in detaclnaeiits ; and the consequence ws», 
that, coming forward in succes^'on, and no where 
strong enough, tb^ soon gave way, and fled widi 
the ranks akea^fy broken. During this confiision, a 
violent tumult broke out in Caecina^s camp. The 
soldiers were enraged that the whole army was net 
dravm out. They seized Julius Gratus, (H^fect 
of the camp, and loaded him with irons, on a suspi- 
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cioQ that he held secret iDtelligence wMh his brother book 
Julias FrontO) at that time a tribune io Otho's army, j^ ^ c. 
and, under a similar accusation, then confined in 1%, 
prison by the adverse party. Nothing now could ^* 
eqnal the disorder and conitematioQ that covered 
the whole VitelUan army. In the camp, in the field 
of battle, in the fl^t, and amongst the parties that 
came to support the fugitiyes, the confusion was 
such, that, if Paulinus had not sounded a retreat, it 
was the general opinion that Caecina, with his whole 
army, might have been cut to pieces. In defence of 
his conduct, Paulinus answered, that, seeing how 
much toil and labour stifl remained, he was not will* 
ing to eicpose his men, already spent with the fatigue 
of the day, to fresh forces kept in reserve, and ready 
to issue from the adverse camp. An exhausted sol- 
diery might, in that case, be overpowered ; and, if 
once broken, no post, no station remained behind. 
With this reasoning the judicious few were satisfied, 
but in the lower ranks of the army discontent and 
murmuring still prevailed. 

XXyn. The loss sustained in this engagement 
had no other ^ect on the vanquished Yitellians, 
than to reduce their turbulent spirit to a sense of 
military duty. Caecina threw the whole blame of his 
defeat upon the ungovernable temper of the army, at 
all times more dbposed to mutiny than to face the 
enemy. The men now saw their error, and began to 
submit to authority. Nor was this the case with re- 
gard to Cascina only: the same reformation showed 
itself in the camp of Fabius Yalens, who was now 
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his command were taught, by the late event, no 
longer to despise the enemy. To retrieve the hon- 
^^' our of the army, they noiv were willing to behave 
with due submission to their generaL They had 
been, not long before, guilty of a bold and danger- 
ous tumult, of which, at the exact point of time, no 
notice could be taken, without breaking the thread 
of the narrative, and departing too much from the 
transactions under Csecina. 

It may now be proper to give an account of that 
insurrection. The reader will remember, that, in the 
war between Nero and Yindex, the cohorts of the 
Batavian nation separated from the fourteenth l^ion, 
then on its way to Britain; and having heard, in die 
city of the Lingones, of commotions in &vour of 
Yitellius, went over to the standard of Fabius Ya- 
lens. Their arrogance, from that time, knew no 
bounds. They paraded the camp, in every quarter, 
and in the tents of the legions, making it their 
boast, ^^ that by them the fourteenth legion had been 
" overawed ; by them Italy was wrested out of the 
^ hands of Nero; and upon their swords the issue 
^^ of the war depended. '' The Roman soldiers heard 
these speeches with indignation ; disputes and quar- 
rels filled the camp, and discipline was at an end 
Yalens saw his authority lessened, and knew too 
well, that, from clamour to actual mutiny the trana 
tion is short and sudden. 

XXYIII. In this posture of affairs, Yalens re- 
ceived advice that the Tuogrians and Treverians 
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had met with a defeat, and that Others fleet was book 
hoveling on the coast of Narbon Gaul He took that XuTcT 
opportunity to order a detachment of the Batavians ^^ 
to march to the relief of the province; intending, at ^* 
the same time, by a stroke of poUcy, to divide the 
mutinous troops^ whom, in their collective body, he 
found impatient of controL This measure gave um- 
brage to the rest of his army. The auxiliaries mur- 
mured, and the legions complained aloud, ^Ubat 
^^ they were now to lose the bravest troops in the 
^ service. The enemy was near at hand, and was 
'^ that a time to withdraw a body of gallant soldiers, 
^ who had so often fought wiA undaunted courage, 
^ and so often returned crowned with victory? If a 
'^ single province is of more moment than the city of 
^ Rome, and the empire is but a secondary consid* 
^ eration, why not march with the united strength of 
^ the whole army? On the other hand, if Italy must 
^ be the theatre of war; if there, and there only, a 
^ decisive victory can be obtained, why separate from 
^^ the army those gallant veterans, like the soundest 
^ limbs cut off from the body?'^ 

XXIX. To allay this ferment, Yalens went forth, 
preceded by his lictors. The men paid no regard to 
their general; they pelted him with stones; they 
forced him to fly before them ; they pursued with 
opprobrious language, accusing him of having em- 
bezzled, to his own private use, the spoils of Gaul, 
flie gold of Yienne (a), and the recompense due 
to the soldiers for all their toil and labour. They 
rushed to his pavilion, pillaged his camp-equipage, 
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ground with their spears and javelins. Valeos, in 
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822. tiie mean time, disguised like a slave, lay concealed 
^* in the tent of an officer of the cavalry. Alphenos 
Yarns, the praefect of the camp, saw the frenzy sub* 
siding, and, in the ebb of Aeir passions, thought it 
best to let repentance take possession of them i^ 
degrees. With that intent, he gave orders to the 
centurions neither to visit the night watch, nor snf* 
fer the usual signals to be given by sound of trum- 
pet. A dead silence followed. The muUneers^ stood 
covered with astonishment, wondering ttiat no one 
assumed the command; they gazed at each other, 
and trembled at being left to themselves. By silence 
and resignation they hoped to give a proof of re- 
turning virtue. In the end they burst into tean, 
and with humble supplications implored forgiveness. 
Valens ventured to appear. As soon as the so/diers 
saw him beyond expectation safe, unhurt, in a sor- 
did dress, with tears starting from his eyee, a min- 
gled tumult of joy and sorrow and affection swelled 
in every breast With the quick transition of pas- 
sions common with the multitude, they poured forth 
their congratulations; and witii shouts of applause 
placed their general amidst the eagles and stand* 
ards, on his tribunal. Valens acted witii wdl-timed 
moderation. No man was singled out for punish- 
ment. Afraid, however, that, by too much coo^ 
ness, he might make them suspect some deep design, 
he thought fit to reprimand a few by name, and 
his resentment went no further. In the distractions 
pf a civil war, he knew that the power of the ge- 
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neral is never equal to the liberty claimed by his book 
soldiers (6). , /' ■■ 

^ ^ A. U.C. 

822. 

XXX. While Valens employed his army ia 69.' 
throwing up entrenchments at Ticinum, an account 
of Caecina^s defeat reached the camp. The flame of 
sedition was ready to break out a second time. AU 
agreed, that by the treacfa^ of Valens they were 
detained from the field oi battle. They resolved to 
linger no longer; they scorned to wait the motions of 
an inactive commander; they marched before the 
colours, and, ordering the standand-bearers to push 
on with alacrity, never halted, till by a rapid march, 
they joined Caecina^s army. In that camp Valens 
was in no kind of credit The vanquished soldiers 
complained, that with an inferior force they were left 
eiqMMed to the enemy; and by extolling the strength 
and valour of their new friends, they hoped to con- 
ciliate esteem, and throw from themselves the im- 
putation of cowardice. Valens was at the head of an 
army which exceeded that of Caecina by almost 
double the number, and yet the latter was the fa- 
vourite of the men. His Uberal q>irit gained him 
friends, and his generosi^ was praised by all To 
the vigour of youth he united a graceful figure, and 
he possessed those nameless qualities (a), which, 
though of no solid value, conciliate favour, men 
know not why. Hence a spirit of emulation be- 
tween the two commanders. Carina objected to his 
rival the sordid vices that disgraced his character; 
and, in return, Valens laughed at a man elate with 
pride and vain ostentation. And yet the two chiefs 
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In their zeal for the common cause, their matual 
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1^. animosities were suppressed, though not extuiguisb- 
^. ed. In their letters, they treated Otho and his licen* 
tious practices b a style that showed they scorned 
all terms of future reconciliation. The conduct of 
the oflficers in the opposite army was veiy different 
They spoke of Y itellius with reserve ; and though 
his manners afforded ample materials for invective, 
they chose to contain themselves within the bounds 
of prudence. 

XXXI. It may be here observed, that, whatever 
were the shades of vice in the of^posite characters of 
the contending chiefs, death, in the end, made tiie 
true distinction between them: Otho feU with gloiy, 
and Yitellius with disgrace and infamy. During 
their lives, men dreaded greater mischief from the 
unbridled passions of Otho, than from the slu^bh 
debauchery of Yitellius. The murder of Galba made 
the former an object of detestation ; while the latter 
was never charged with being the author of tbe 
war (a). Yitellius by his gluttony and sensual appe- 
tites, was hb own enemy; Otho, by hts profusion, 
Us cruelty, and his daring spirit, was the enemy of 
his country. As soon as the forces under Gaecina 
and YalenS had formed a junction, the YiteUian 
party wished for nothing so much as a decisive ac- 
tion. Otho was not determined which was most for 
his interest, a speedy engagement or a lingering 
war. In this state of irresolution, he called a coun- 
cil, when Suetonius Faulinus, an officer surpassed 
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by DO man of that age, judged it consistent with bis book 
high mOitary character, to weigh all circumstances, "^^^ 
and upon the whole to give a decided opinion. He J^- 
contended, that to bring the dispute to an immediate ^* 
issue, was the business of Vitellius; and, on tbe con- 
traiy, to draw the war into length, was the game 
that Otho ought to play. He argued as follows: 

XXXn. '' The whole coUected force of Vitel- 
^ lius is now in Italy: the resources which he has 
^' left behind him are inconsiderable. From Gaul 
^ he has nothing to expect The spirit of that fierce 
^ and turbulent people is still in agitation ; and while 
^ Germany with hostile numbers, is ever ready to 
(^ invade the Roman provinces, the banks of the 
^^ Rhine can not be left naked and defenceless. The 
^^ legions in Britain have the natives on their hands, 
^^ and they are divided by the sea. Spain can not 
^^ boast of resources. The province of Narbon 
^ Gaul has been harassed by Others fleet, and is 
^ still covered with consternation. The part of Italy 
^ which lies beyond the Po, is shut in by the Alps, 
^ deprived of all relief by sea^ and the armies that . 
^ passed that way have made the whole country a 
^^ scene of desolation. There is no place from whidi 
^^ Yitellius can hope to be supplied wilh grain; and 
^ be who wants provisions, in a short time will want 
^^ an army. The Germans, a brave and warlike peo- 
^^ pie, constitute the strength and bulwark of the 
^^ Yitellian party: protract the war, and will they be 
^ able to go through a summer campaign? The 
^^ change of soil, and the heat of the climate, will 
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TTiT^" " eflforts may be puahed to a proqperoQS issue, grows 

823 i4 languid when drawn into length, and in a state of 

^^ ^^ tedious suspense whole armies have mouldered 

" away. 

^ On tlie other hand, Otho^s party is in no want 
^^ of supplies; their friends are firm, and great re- 
^ sources are still in reserve. Ptmnonia, Maesia, 
^ Dalmatia, and the eastern provinces, are able to 
^^ send numerous armies into tfie field. All Italy de- 
^^ Clares for Otho: Rome, the capital of the empire, 
^ is still' in his possession ; and, above all, he has 
^ on his side the senate and the Roman people; illus- 
^ trious names, and always of the first importance, 
^ though their glory in some conjunctures has been 
^ eclipsed. There is still in reserve a store of weaMi, 
^^ both public and private; and riches at aD times 
'^ are the sinews of war, in public dissensions more 
^ powerful than the sword. The sddiers in the 
^ service of Otho are in good condition, inured to 
^^ Italy, or seasoned to the heat in warmer climates. 
^ In their front the river Po is a barrier, and there 
*^ are fortified cities, strongly garrisoned, all deter- 
^^ mined to hold out to ttie last Of this the gallant 
'^ defence of Flacentia is a sufficient proof. For 
^ these reasons, a slow and lingering war is the best 
^^ expedient. Pass but a few days, and the fourteenA 
^ legion, famous for its bravery, will arrive vrith a 
^ strong reinforcement of auxiliaries from Maesia. A 
^ council of war may then be called ; and should it be 
^ thought advisable to hazard a battle, Otho, in that 
^^ event, may take Ae field with a superior army.^^ 
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XXXIIL Marias Celsus cottcurrcd in this opi- book 

II* 

nioD. Antiius Galhis was not present He had been XTTcT 
hurt by a faQ from his horse a few days before, and ^^^ 
was not yet recovered ; but, being consulted by per- ^^* 
sons sent for the purpose, he acceded to the coun- 
sels of Paulinus. Otho was for trying the issue of a 
battle. His brother Titianus, and Proculus, the prac- 
lect of the praetorian guards, though neither of them 
had any military experience, did what in them lay to 
incite a temper of itself rai^h and precipitate. The 
gods, they said, and the tutelar genius of Otho, were 
present in council, and would not fail to guide and 
animate the battle. Such was the language of flattery. 
They made their poison palatable, and no man pre- 
sumed to administer an antidote.^ 

To offer battle was the result of the debate; but 
whether the emperor should command in person, or 
withdraw to a place of safety, was a question still 
to be discussed. Celsus and Paulinus gave no opi- 
nion. To expose the prince to the dangers of the 
field, was more than they chose to hazard That 
point was left to the authors of the pernicious coun- 
sel already given. By their advice Otho retired to 
Brixellum, there to reserve himself for the good ^ 
of ttie people and the majesty of empire. From 
this day the ruin of Otho may be dated. He took 
with him a considerable detachment of the prasto- 
rian cdiorts, the bodyguard, and a strong party of 
horse. After their departure, the spirit of the army 
began to droop. They suspected their officers. The 
prince, to whom the soldiers were faithfully attach- 
ed, and who, in return, confided in them, and them 
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^ u Q direct, or a general to whose authority the mea were 

A^, wHling to submit. ^ 



XKXIV. Daring these transactions, DoAing tf 
all that passed was a sea*et in the camp of Yitelliw 
From the deserters, who in civil wars are always nu- 
merous, and also from the spies, whose genius it is, 
while they pry into the secrets of others, to betray 
their own, every thing transpired. Caecina and Ta* 
lens lay in wait for the motions of an enemy, whom 
they saw contriving their own destruction. To plai 
an enterprise was unnecessary, where the best wis- 
dom was to succeed by the folly of others. In order, 
however, to give jealousy to the gladiators (a) on 
the opposite bank of the Po, and at the same time to 
keep their own soldiers employed, they b^an to 
throw a bridge over the river. As a foundation for 
the work, they ranged in proper order a number of 
boats, made fast at equal distances by strong timbers, 
with their prows turned against the current, and by 
their anchors secured from driving from the spot 
The cables were of a length to play in the water, in 
order, when the stream increased, that the vessels 
might be gently lifted up and down without danger 
or confusioa In the boat at the further extremity of 
the bridge, they caused a tower to be erected, whicb 
served at once to close the passage, and give the men 
a station, where they might, with their battering ea- 
gines, prevent the approach of the enemy. 

XXXV. The Othonians also raised a tower on 
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the (^[iposite bank, and thence were able to annoy book 
die enemy with massy stones and flaming brands. A ^ ^ q^ - 
small island stood in the tniddle of the river. The ^^^. 
gladiators attempted to pass over . in boats ; but the ^* 
Germans, espert in swimming, dashed into the 
stream, and took possession of the place. In order 
to dislodge them, Macer put off with a strong party 
of gladiators on board his galleys: but the gladiators 
were not able to cope with regular soldiers; and the 
motion of the vessels not allowing them a firm foot- 
ing, they fought at a disadvantage with men, who 
from the land were able to discharge their missive 
weapons with surer aim and more certain effect. On 
board the vessels all was hurry and confusion. The 
rowers and combatants obstructed each other. The 
Grermans plunged into the river, and, seizing hold 
of the boats, boarded several, and sunk otliers to the 
bottom. The whole passed under the eye of both 
armiea The YiteHians looked on with jdy, while 
the adverse party, stung with indignation, railed at 
Macer, whom they called the author of their dis- 
grace. 

XXXYI. The gladiators, in such vessels as they 
eouM save, retreated from the island, and by their 
flight put an end to the engagement Macer was 
devoted to destruction. The soldiers clamoured for 
his blood. One of them darted his lance, and actual- 
ly wounded him ; while the rest rushed on sword in 
band, and would have killed him on the spot, if the 
tribunes and centurions had not interposed to. save 
him from their fury. In a short time after, Yestricius 



164 THE HiSTomr 

BOOK Spurinna, haTiog^ by order of Otbo, left a moderate 
^ ' garrison at Placentia, came up to the main body 
9^' with the cohorts under his command. Macer was 
60. superseded, and in his place Flavins Sabinus, con- 
sul electa was appointed, to the great joy of the cooh 
mon men, who saw with pleasure every chaise of 
their officers. The commanders, in their turn, saw 
the unruly spirit of the army, and, with reluctance, 
accepted a service so often disturbed by tumult and 
sedition. 

XXXVIL I find it asserised as a fact, and by 
authors of credit, that the two armies, dreading the 
calamities of war, and at the same time detesting the 
two rival princes, whose flagitious deeds grew every 
day more notorious, were disposed to lay down their 
arms, and either to name a person worthy of the 
succession, or to refer that matter to the choice of 
the senate. This, we are told, was the consideration 
that weig ed with Otho^s generals, when they pro- 
posed to draw the war into length, and, in particu- 
lar, that Paulinus acted with that motive. He was 
the first and most distinguished of the consular rank, 
the hi^est in military reputation, and his conduct 
in Britain (a) had given superior lustre to his name. 
But though it may be reasonable to admit, that a few, 
in that juncture, had the public good at heart, and 
wished to see two vile competitors, the most aban- 
doned of mankind, postponed to a virtuous prince; 
it is, notwithstanding, highly improbable, that Pau- 
linus, a man of experience and consummate under- 
standing, should, in an age so corrupt and profli- 
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gate, amuse himself with hopes of finding one spark book 
of virtue. He knew the madness of the times: and — ^ — 

A. U, C« 

could he expect, that the same infatuated multitude, 823. ' 
whose wickedness had kindled the flame of war^ g9. * 
would on a sudden prefer the blessings of peace, and 
consent, for the repose of the world, to sheath the 
destructive sword? Can it be imagined, that the 
armies then in the field, dissonant in language, and 
in their manners still more discordant, could ever 
be brought to coalesce in one opinion? Above all, 
can it be supposed that the leading chiefs, a set of 
men immersed in luxury, overwhelmed with debts, 
and conscious of their crimes, would submit to any 
master who was not, like themselves, plunged in 
vice, and by gratitude for his elevation obliged to 
be the patron of the most pernicious citizens? 

XXXYIII. The love of power and domination 
seems to be an instinct of the human heart (a), im- 
planted by the hand of nature. Coeval with the 
foundation of Rome, it grew with the growth of the 
empire, and, in the hour of pride and grandeur, broke 
out with resistless violence. Before that period, 
virile the republic was in its infancy, the equality of 
conditions was easily preserved In process of time, 
when the pride of foreign kings was humbled, and 
rival nations submitted to the Roman arms, avarice 
b^an to accumulate riches, and contentions arose 
between the senate and the people. Factious tribunes 
prevailed at one time, and ambitious consuls at 
another. In the heart of the city, and even in the 
forum, the sword of discord was drav/n, and those 
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Caiua Mariua, a maa qiruBg from the dregs of the 
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A. U. C. 

823. populace^ and Luciuis Sylla, fierce and cruel beyond 
io. * the rest of die nobili^, overturned the constitutioD 
of their country, and on the ruins of public liberty 
established a system of tyranny and lawless power 
Pompey came soon after, with passions more dis- 
guised but no way better. From that time, Ae 
struggle has been for supreme dominion. The le- 
gions that filled the plains of PharsaKa, and aAer» 
wards met at Pbilippi, though composed of Roman 
citizens, never once thought e( laying down their 
arms. And are we to believe that the armies of 
Otho and Yitellius were of a more pacific temper? 
They had instigations equally powerful: the same 
wrath of ttie gods pursued them ; the same pq>ular 
N frenzy kindled the flame of discord ; and the same 
vices conqpired to urge ftem on to mutual slaughter. 
Their war, it is true, was ended by a single batOe ; 
but for that speedy issue the world was indebted, 
not to the virtue of the armies, but to the abject spirit 
of die contending princes. But these reflectbns en 
the spirit of ancient and modem times have betrayed 
me into a long digression. I resume die thread of 
my narrative. 

XXXIX. From the time when Otho wittidrew to 
Brixellum, his brother Titianus assumed all the pride 
and pomp of commander in chief, but the power uid 
real autluNrity remained in the hands of ProculmL 
Celsus and Paulinus were no more than mere nomi- 
nal generals. No man sought their advice, liiey 
were, in fact, superseded; serving no purpose but 
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that of Bcreening the folly of others, and bearing the book 
blame 1>f blunders not their own. The tribunes and -—t- 

A. U. C. 

centurions could render no effectual service, while ^^* 
ignorance and insufficiency were preferred, and real g9. 
talents lay neglected. The common men appeared 
with an air of alacrity, but more disposed to cavil 
with their generals, than to execute their orders. A 
sudden resolution was taken to shift their ground, 
and encamp within four miles of Bedriacum (a). 
They conducted their march, and chose their station, 
with such want of skin, that, though it was then the - 
spring of the year, and the country round abound- 
ed with rivers, the army was distressed for want of 
water. The expediency of hazarding a battle became 
again the subject of debate. Otbo, by frequent dis- 
patches, insisted on the most vigorous measures: the 
soldiers called for their emperor, and with clamour 
demanded his presence on the day of battle. Many 
were of opinion, that the forces beyond the Po should 
be called in to reinforce the army. History has not 
materials to decide what would have been the roost 
prudent measure ; but it is certain, that of all possi- 
ble evils they chose the worst. 

XlLf. They resolved to march to the conflux of 
the Po (a) and the Addua, at the distance of sixteen 
miles. In this movement the soldiers presented no 
appearance of an army going to ofier battle. They 
marched as if going to open a campaign, not to de- 
cide it The measure was in direct opposition to the 
advice of Celsus and Paulinos. Those officers re- 
presented the "danger of exposing the soldiers, fa- 



168 THE HISTOmT 

BOOK tigued by their inarch, and bending under the weight 
^ J^ of their baggage, to the attack of an enemj unin- 
/^- cumbered, and fresh from a march of four miles only. 
^- An army in that condition would seize their oppor- 
tunity, and begin a* general assault before Otho^s 
men could form the line of battle ; perhaps they were 
dispersed in small parties, or employed at the en- 
trenchments. Titianus and Proculus were not to be 
convinced When overcome by argument, they re- 
sorted to their orders, and the will of the prince was 
a decisive answer. About the same time a Numidiaii 
horseman (6), posting at full speed, arrived with 
letters from Otho, in a style of sharp reproof con- 
demning the tedious operations of the army, and, in 
a peremptory tone, commanding his generals to 
bring on a decisive action. To a mind like his ike 
interval of suspense was dreadful Delay kept him in 
restless anxiety, and hope and fear distracted him. 

XLI. On the same day, while Csecina was em- 
ployed in throwing a bridge over the Po, two prae- 
torian tribunes arrived to demand an interview. 
They were admitted to an audience, when a sudden 
alarm from the scouts announced the enemy at hand. 
The business broke off abruptly, and the intention 
of the tribunes was left in the dark. What their 
design was, whether to betray their own party, to 
lay a snare for the Yitellians, or to make a fair and 
honourable proposal, can not now be known. Cascina 
dismissed the tribunes, and made the best of his 
way to the camp. He found that Yalens had lost no 
time: the signal for battle was already given, and the 
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men were drawn out under arms. While the legions book 
were eagerly employed in settling by lot the order ^ ^j| ^ 
in which they were to take their stations in the field, ^^ 
the cavalry advanced to charge the enemy, and con- ^^* 
trary to all expectation, were put to the rout by an 
inferior number. The Othonians pursuied with vi- 
gour, and would have forced them to fly for shelter 
to their entrenchments, had not the Italic legion op- 
posed the runaways and sword in hand compelled 
them to return to the charge. Meanwhile, the rest 
of the army, without hurry or confusion, drew up 
in order of battle, unmolested by the enemy, and, 
in fact, without being seen ; as a thick coppice, that 
stood between both parties, intercepted their view. 

In Otho^s army nothing was seen but tumult and 
distraction; the chiefs without courage, or authority: 
the men mistrusting their oflficers; the ground not 
cleared of the baggage, and the followers of the 
camp mixing in the ranks. The road which they 
occupied was rendered so narrow, by a ditch on 
each side, that, even though no enemy were at 
hand, a march over the causey would have been per- 
formed with difficulty. Their whole army was in 
confusion; some crowding about their colours; 
others at a loss, and running to and fro to find their 
proper post; all in a confused clamour, roaring for 
their comrades, answering to their names, and con- 
founding one another with noise and uproar. Some, 
still shifting their ground, advanced to the front line ; 
others fell into the rear; none remaining in one spot, 
bat shifting their ground, as fear or courage hap- 
pened to prompt them. 
VOL. ir. 22 
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; -' their surprise, when a sudden incident diffosed a 
S22. general joy; but a joy that tended to loll them into 
69. security, and relax their courage into languor and 
stupid amazement A report was spread, tiiat the 
forces of Yitellius bad abandoned his cause: but 
from what quarter it took its origin ; whether by 
design or chance (a); from the emissaries of the 
Titcllians, or the adverse party, has never been ex- 
plained. The effect on the minds of the Othonians, 
was altogether extraordinary. Laying aside al 
thoughts of coming to action, they saluted the op- 
posite army, who stood astonished, and returned a 
deep and hollow murmur. Those in Otho^s ranlcs, 
who did not know the cause of the civility shown 
by their friends, thought themselves betrayed. In 
that moment the Yitellians began the attack Their 
army was in regular order, and their numbers were 
superior. The Othonians, still in disorder, and 
fatigued by their march, received the first impres- 
sion with undaunted firmness. The place where the 
action grew warm being thick with trees and inter- 
woven vine-branches, the combat varied accordag 
to the nature of the ground. They fought man to 
man; they engaged at a distance; they discharged 
their darts and missive weapons; they brought for 
ward separate battalipns, or advanced in the form of 
a wedge. On the high road the engagement was 
close and obstinate. Darts and lances were of no 
use. They fought hand to hand, foot to foot, and 
buckler against buckler. With their swords and 
axes they cut through helmets and breas^fattes. 
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They kneur one another; each individual was con- book 

spicaous to his friends and enemies; his exploits a.u.c. 

were seen by all ; and every man fought, as if the ^^ 
issue of the war depended upon his single arm. ^^* 

XLIII. Upon an open plain of considerable ex- 
tent, Ihat lay between the Po and the high road, 
two legions met in fierce encounter; on the part of 
Titellius, the one-and-twentieth, famed for its valour, 
and commonly known by the name of Rapax (a) ; 
on the side of Otho, the first legion, entitled Adju- 
TRix, which had never been in action, and now 
panted for an opportunity to flesh their maiden 
swords. Their first attack was not to be resisted. 
They broke through the ranks of the one-and-twen- 
tieth, and carried o£f their eagle. Roused by this 
disgrace, the Fitellians added rage to bravery, and 
bore down all before them. Orphidius Benignus, 
who commanded Otho's legion, fell in the conflict. 
His men were driven back with great slaughter, and 
the loss of several standards. In another part of l;he 
field, the thirteenth legion was routed by the fifth, 
and the fourteenth was hemmed in by superior 
numbers. Otho^s generals had long since fled the 
field, while Gsecina and Valens continued to exert 
themselves, watching every turn of the battle, and 
supporting the ranks in every quarter. Fresh forces 
came to their assistance. The Batavians, under 
Varus Alphenus, having cut to pieces the gladiators 
attempting in boats tp cross the Po, came into the 
field, flashed with success, and charged the enemy 
in flank. 
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BOOK XLIV. The centre of Otho^s army gave way, 
— ^-^ and fled with precipitation towards Bedriacmn. A 
823. ' long space lay before them ; the road was obstructed 
69. ' with heaps of slain, and the enemy bung upon their 
rear. In civil wars no prisoners are reserved for sale: 
the slaughter for that reason was the more dread- 
ful (a). Suetonius Paulinus and Licinius Procalus 
fled different ways, both resolved not to return to 
the camp. Vedius Aquila, who commanded the 
thirteenth legion, by his own indbcretion exposed 
himself to the fury of the soldiers. He entered the 
camp while it was yet broad day-light; and the veiy 
men who were the first to turn their backs on the 
enemy, were now the foremost in sedition. They 
crowded round their superior officer with a torrent 
of abusive language, and offered violence to his per- 
son. They charged him with treachery, and deser- 
tion, in the true spirit of vulgar minds, transferring 
to others their own guilt and infamy. Titianus and 
Celsus owed their safety to the darkness of the 
night. They did not venture into the camp, tiD ttie 
sentinels were stationed at their posts, and the 
tumult was appeased by the entreaties, the advice, 
and authority of Annius Gallus, who bad the 
address to make the men sensible of the folly and 
madness of adding to the havoc of the fidd by their 
own destructive fury. Whether the war was at an 
end, or to be once more renewed with vigour, he 
represented, in either case, the necessity of union 
among themselves. A face of sorrow and dejection 
covered the camp. All were hushed in sil^ice; all 
but the praetorians, who still grumbled 
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asserting that they were defeated by treachery, not book 
by the valour of the enemy. " The Vitellian»,'' XuTcT 
they said, " could not boast of a cheap victory. ^ 
^ Their cavalry was routed, and one of their legions ^^* 
^ lost their eagle. Otho still survived, and the 
^ troops beyond the Po were ready to advance ; the 
^^ legions from Msesia, were on their march ; and a 
^ considerable part of the army detained at Bedria- 
^ cum, had no share in the action. These were still 
^ in reserve ; they were not conquered ; and if a to- 
'^ tal overthrow was to be their lot, they might fall 
^^ with glory in the field of battle.'' With these and 
such-like reflections the praetorians kept their minds 
in agitation, by turns inflamed with anger, or depress- 
ed with fear. They saw their ruined condition; 
despair succeeded, and from despair they derived 
courage and a spirit of revenge. 

XLY. The victorious army halted at the distance 
of five miles from Bedriacum.* The generals did 
not think it advisable on the same day to attempt the 
enemy^s camp, expecting a voluntary surrender, they 
were willing to give their men time to repose. To 
encamp was not in their power. The soldiers took 
the fiel(J prepared for battle, unincumbered, and of 
course without the means of throwing up entrench- 
ments. Their arms and their victory were their 
only fortification. On the following day the Otho- 
nians showed a pacific disposition ; and even those, 
who the night before breathed nothing but war and 
vengeance, with one consent agreed to send a depu- 
tation to the enemy. The Yitellian leaders were 
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BOOK willing to hearken to terms of accommodation. The 

deputies not returning immediately, the aospenae 

8^ occasioned an awful interval in Otho^s camp. Peace 

A. D. ^ 

69. was at length announced, and the entrenchmenti 
were thrown open. A tender scene ensued. The 
conquerors and the conquered embraced each other, 
and with mingled joy and sorrow lamented the 
horrors of a civil war. In the same tents, relations, 
friends, and brothers dressed each oth^^ wounds^ 
They now perceived that their hopes were a mere 
delusion, and that slaughter, sorrow and repentance, 
were their certain lot Nor was there in the two ar- 
mies a single person, who had not the death of 
a friend or a relation to lament The body of Orphi- 
dius, the commander of a legion, after diligent search, 
was found among the slain, and burnt with the usual 
solemnities. A few of the common men were bu- 
ried by their friends: the rest were left to welter 
on the bare earth. 

XLYI. Otho, in the mean time, having taken hi» 
resolution, waited, without fear, or dejection of mind, 
for an account of the event Yague and uncertain 
rumours reached his ear. At length the fugitives, 
who escaped from the field, brought sure inteUig^nce 
that all was lost The soldiers, who stood near 
his person, did not stay to hear ttie sentiments 
of the emperor, but broke out with impatient ar- 
dour, exhorting him to summon up his best resola- 
tion. There were forces stifl in reserve, and, in 
their prince's cause, they were ready to brave every 
danger. In this declaration there was no flattery: 
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they spoke from the heart In a fit of instiDctive book 
fury they desired to be led against the enemy ; by — ^^ — 
their example the drooping spirit of their friends S23. * 
would be once more excited to deeds of valour. The 69. ' 
men, who stood at a distance, stretched forth their 
hands in token of thetr assent, while such as gathered 
round the prince fell at his feet, and clasped his 
knees. Plotius Ftrmus distinguished himself by his 
zeal. This officer commanded the prastorian guards. 
He implored his master not to abandon an army 
devoted to his interest, nor to renounce a brave and 
generous soldiery, who had undergone so much, 
and were still ready to face every danger. ^ The 
^^ noble mind (a), he said, stands a siege against 
'^ adversity, while the little spirit capitulates at once. 
^^ True courage grapples with misfortune, and, in 
^^ the last distress, still makes head against every 
^^ difficulty. The mean and abject sink down in 
^^ despair, and yield without a stru^e.^' The sol- 
diers fixed their eyes on the prince, and with 
every symptom in his countenance their passions 
varied. If he assented, they thundered forth their 
applause ; if he seemed inflexible, a groan expressed 
the anguish of their hearts. Nor was this spirit con- 
fined to die praetorians, who were properly the sol- 
diers of Otho; it extended to the detachment sent 
forward by the Maesian legions. Those men with 
one voice declared for Otho ; they assured him, that 
the same zeal pervaded their comrades, who were 
coming forward by rapid marches, and even then 
bad entered Aquileia. Hence it is evident, that great 
rasources stfll remained, and that a fierce and obsti-^ 
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BOOK nate war* fincertaiD in the event and big with dan- 

II 
XuTcT 8^^ ^^ ^^^ parties, might have been renewed, and 

^^ carried on with vigour. 

69.' 

XLYII. Otho had weighed all circumstances: 
ambition was at an end, and he prepared to ckie 
the scene (a). He addressed the soldiers to the fol- 
lowing effect: ^ When I behold the ardoor that 
<^ glows in every breast; when I consider the virtue 
^ that inspires so many gallant friends, I can not 
*< think of exposing you again to the destructive 
^^ sword ; nor do I value my life at such a price. 
^ The views which you display to me, were I dis- 
*^ posed to live, are bright and tempting: by re- 
^^ nouncing them, I fall with greater glory. I have 
^^ made acquaintance with fortune; we have tried 
^ each other; for what length of time is not mate- 
^ rial; but the felicity, which does not promise to 
^ last, can not be enjoyed with moderation. YiteUius 
^ b^;an the war; he claimed the empire, and, by 
^ consequence, I was obliged to have recourse to 
^ arms. That we fought once, his ambition was die 
^ cause; to end the dispute by the event of one bat- 
^ tie, and stop the effusion of Roman blood, sbafl 
^ be my glory. By this conduct let posterity judgp 
^ of Otho. I restore to Yitellius his brother, his 
^^ wife and children. I want no revenge, I seek no 
^^ lenitives to sooth calamity. Others have held the 
^^ sovereign power tonger than I have done ; with 
^^ equal calmness no man has resigned it Can I give 
^< to the .edge of the sword so many gallant soklierB? 
^ Can I see the armies of Rome devoted to mutual 
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^ daughter, a&d for e?er cat off from tfieir country ? book 
*^ It 18 enough for me, ttiat in my cause you are ^ ^j ^ 
^ readf to shed ydor blood. Let that generous zeal ^^ 
^ attend me to my grave. I tliank you for it: but ^* 
^ you must still survive to serve the commonwealth. 
^ For this great end, let us agree to remove all ob- 
^ stacles; I wiN be no bar to your preservation; nor 
^ will you attempt to frustrate my resolution. When 
^ deafli approaches, to linger in vain discourse is 
^ tfie sign of a little spirit The temper, with which 
^ I meet my fate, will be seen and known by this 
^ circumstance: I complain of no .man* He who, in 
^ his last moments, can look back to arra^ either 
^* gods or men, still clings to life, and quits it with 
** regret'' 

XLVUL Ebving dius declared his sentiments, 
he talked apart with his friends, addressing each of 
them in gracious terms, according m his rank, his 
age, or dignity, and advising all to depart without 
loss of time, and make their terms with the con* 
queror. He entreated the old men, and with the 
young exerted his authority. Calm and undisturb* 
ed, serenity in his countenance, and firmness in his 
voice, he saw his friends weep, and endeavoured to 
repress their tears. He ordered boats or carriages 
for those who were willing to depart He selected 
all such papers and letters as happened to contain 
expressions of duty towards himself, or ill will to 
Vitelliofl, and committed them to the flames. He 
distributed money in presents, but not with tiie 
profusion of a outi quitting tfie world. Observing 
vol*. IV. S8 
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BOOK that his brother's son, Salvius Coccaianus, a youth 
^ ^j Q in the flower of Us age, was dissobed in tears, he 

j^^ endearoured to assuage his sorrows. He oommendr 
^' ed the goodness of his heart, but his fears, he said, 
were out of season. ^ Could it be supposed that 
^^ Yitellius, finding his own famity safe, would re- 
^ fuse, with brutal inhumanity, to return the gene- 
^ rosity shown to himsdf ? My death will leave liim 
^ without a rival, and that veiy act will be a de- 
^^ mand upon his clemency; especiafly, since it is 
^ not an act of despair, but a voluntary resignation, 
^^ made at a timf^when a brave and generous army 
^ calls aloud for another battle. For the good of the 
^^ commonwealth I am a willing victim. For myself 
'^ I have gained ample renown, and I leave to my 
^^ family an illustrious name. Afler the Julian race 
^^ (a), the Claudian, and the Servian, I am the first 
^ who transferred the sovereignty to a new famify. 
^ It becomes you, young man, to act wifii courage ; 
^ you must dare to live. Remember that OAo was 
^^ your uncle, but remember it with modesty, and 
^ without resentment^ 

XLIX. After this, he desired his friends to with- 
draw. Being left alone, he composed himself to rest, 
and, in a short time, began to prepare for the last 
act of his life. In that moment he was interrupted 
by a sudden uproar. The soldiers, he was told, 
threatened destruction to all who offered to depart, 
and in particular to Yerginius (a), whom they kept 
besieged in his house. Otho went forth to appease 
the tumult. Having reproved the dUthors of the dk- 
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tariMnce, he retorned to his apartment, and receimi book 
the visits of aD that came to bid the last farewell: be 



A.U. C. 

822. 

A. D. 



coDversed with them freelj and cheerAiUy, and saw 
them depart without let or molestation. Towards the ^* 
close of daj, he called for a draught of cold water, 
and having quenched his thirst, ordered two poniards 
to be brought to him. He tried die points of both, 
and laid one under his pillow. Being informed that 
his friends were safe on their way, he passed the 
night in quiet We are assured, that he even slept. 
At the dawn of day, he applied the weapon to his 
breast, and fell upon the point His dying groans 
alarmed his freedmen and slaves. They rushed into 
the chamber, and with them Flotius Firmus, the prae- 
torian praefect They found that with one wound he 
had dispatched himself. His body was burnt without 
delay. This had been his earnest request, lest his 
head (b) should fall into the hands of his enemies, 
and be made a public spectacle. He was borne on 
the shoulders of die praetortan soldiers to the funeral 
pile. The men, during the procession, paid all marks 
of respect to his remains. They printed kisses on his 
hands, and on the mortal wound, and in a flood of 
tears, poured forth their warmest praise. At the fu- 
neral pile some of the soldiers put an end to their 
lives; not from any consciousness of guilt, nor yet im- 
pelled by fear; but to emulate the example of their 
prince, and to show themselves faithful to the last At 
Bedriacum, Placentia, and other camps, numbers fol- 
lowed the example. A sepulchre (c) was raised to the 
memory of Otho, but of an ordinary structure, pro- 
tected by its meanness, and therefore likely to last 
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BOOK L. Sttch watf <be end pf OUio^ ia the Ihirty-te? enlh 
■ ^ ^\ year of his age. He was born in the nawGipal cHjr 
823. ^ FereDtom. His father was of oonsalar rank ; Im 
^* grandfather had dischai|;ed tlie office of praetor. By 
the maternal line his descent was rsspectabk^ though 
not iDostrioos. The features of his characteri as wel 
in his earliest days (a), as in the progress of bis 
youth, hare been already delineated. By two actions 
of his life he stands distinguished; onot atrocious and 
detestable ; the other, great and magnanimoua: tte 
former has consigned his name to eternal infamy, 
and the last wiH do honour to his memory. History 
can not descend to the frifobus task of collecting 
vague reports, in order to amuse the reader with a 
fabulous detail; but there are traditions, which have 
been handed down with an air of authenticily, and 
these I shall not take upon me to suppress or to re* 
fute. On the day when the battle was foqgfat at 
Bedriacum, a bfaxl of unusual appearance was ob- 
served to perch in a grove near Regium Lepidnm 
(frV, and« notwithstanding the great concoune of 
people, and a numerous flight of other birds, never 
to move from its place till Otho put an end to his 
Fife. That event no sooner happened, than it waved 
its wings, and vanished out of sight The people of 
the village aver the fact; and according to curioua 
observers, who made an exact computation of the 
time, this extraordinary phaenomenon tallied exactly 
with the banning of die battle and the princess 
death (c). 

LL The grief of tte soldiers, at the funeral cere- 
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nionj, drove fhern, in a fit of dtstractioii, to another book 
motioy. No officer assumed the command; no one 
interfered to aUay the ferment The men demanded 
a sight of Yerginius; one moment catting upon him ^* 
to accept the soToreignty, and the next, with min- 
gled prayers and menaces, pressing him to under* 
take an embassy on their behalf to Talens and Cse- 
cina. Yeiginius, seeing them determined to enter 
his house by force, made his escape at the back door* 
The cohorts that lay encamped at Brixellum, depu* 
ted Rubrius Gallus with terms of submission. That 
officer obtained their pardon. At the same time 
Flavius Sabinus made terms for himself, and, with 
the troops under his command, submitted to the con- 
queror. 

^ LIL Though the war was now at an end, a great 
part of (be senate, who accompanied Otho from 
Rome, and by him were left at Mutina, found them** 
selves involved in the utmost danger. They received 
an account of the defeat at Bedriacum, but the sol- 
diers treated it as a false alarm. Suspecting the in- 
tegrity of the fathers, and fully persuaded that they 
were, in secret, enemies to Olho and his cause, they 
watched their motions, listened to their words, and, 
with their usual malignity, gave to every thing that 
passed the worst construction. They proceeded to 
reproach and every kind of insult, hoping to find a 
pretence for an insurrection and a general massacre. 
The senators saw another cloud gathering over their 
heads; they knew that the Yitellian party triumphed ; 
and, if Aey were tardy with their congratulations. 
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the delay mi^t be tboaght a spirit of disalfectkHi. 
In this dilemma they called a meeting of the whde 
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833. order. No man dared to act alone. In the conduct 
69. ' of all, each individoal hoped to find his own pei^ 
sonal safety. At the same time an ill-jui%ed com- 
pliment from the peqde of Motina increased the 
jBipprdiensions of the senators. The magistrates of 
the city made a tender of arms and money for die 
public service, and, in the style of their address, gave 
to a small party of senators the appdlation of con- 
script fathers; a title always applied to the coUectiye 
body. 

LIII. In the debate diat followed in a thin meet- 
ing of the fathers^ a violent dispute broke out be- 
^ tween Licinius Caecina and Eprius MarceDus; the 
former, with warmth and vdiemence, chai^ging it 
as a crime against Marcellus, that he spoke in am- 
biguous terms and with studied obscurity. The 
case was by no means singular; all were equalfy 
dark and mysterious: but the name of MarceDos^ 
who had conducted so many prosecutions (a), was 
imiversally detested; and Gaecina, a new man latdy 
admitted into the senate, thought to rise by encoon- 
tering powerful enmitiea The dispute was ended 
by the interposition of wiser men. The senate ad- 
journed to Bononia, intending there to meet again, 
when they hoped to have more certain intdligence. 
They stationed messengers on all the public roads 
to interrogate every man that passed. One of Otho^s 
freedmen came in their way. Being asked why he 
had left his master, he made answer, ^ I have with 
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" me the directions and last will of the prince, who book 
" is still alive, but he renounces all the jojrs of life: ^^ ^! c- 
^ his thoughts are fixed upon posterity, and he has ^^ 
^^ DOW no other care.^' This account made an im-> ^^* 
pression on every mind: all. stood astonished, and 
soon after, without asking any further questions, 
went over to Yitellius. 

LIT. Lucius Yitellius, brotfier of the new em- 
peror, attended the meeting of the senate. The 
fathers began to address him in a flattering strain, 
and he was willing to receive their incense. His joy 
was soon interrupted. One Caenus, a freedman of 
Nero^s, by a bold and impudent falsehood, threw 
the assembly into consternation. He affirmed it as 
a fact, that the fourteenth legion, with the forces 
from Brixellum, attacked the victorious party, and 
gained a complete victory. The motive of this man 
for framing a story so false and groundless, was 
because he saw Others orders for road horses (a) 
and carriages no longer in force, and he wished to 
revive their former authority. By this stratagem he 
gained ai quick conv^ance to Rome, and in a few 
days was put to death by order of Yitellius. In the 
mean time, the Othonian soldiers gave credit to the 
fiction, and even believed that the fathers, who had 
departed from Mutina to deliberate at Boaonia, were 
gone over to the enemy. From this time the senate 
waa convened no more. Every man acted with his 
own private views, till letters arrived from Fabius 
Yalens, and put an end to all their fears. Besides 
tills, the death of Otho was universally known. The 
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BOOK velocity of fame was equal to the glory of that heroic 

823. 
A I). 

^0. LY. Meanwhile, at Rome a general calm pre- 
vailed. The games sacred to Ceres (a) were cele- 
brated according to annual custom. In the midst of 
the public spectacle intelligence arrived Aat Olho 
was no more, and that all the military then in the 
city had, at the requisition of Flavius Sabinus, sworn 
fidelit}' to Vitellius: the people heard the news with 
transport, and the theatre shook with applause. 
The audience, crowned with laurel wreaths, and 
strewing the way with flowers, went forth in pro- 
cession, and, with the images of Galba displayed in 
a triumphant manner, visited the several temples, 
and afterwards with their chaplets raised a fiincied 
tomb to his memory, on the spot, near the lake of 
Curtius, where that emperor breathed his last The 
various honours which flattery at different times bad 
lavished on former princes, were decreed by the se- 
nate to the new sovereign. They passed a vote of 
thanks to the German armies, and dispatched special 
messengers to congratulate Vitellius on his accessioQ 
to the imperial dignity. A letter from Fabius Yaleius 
to the consuls was read in the senate; and though 
there was nothing of arrogance in the style, the re- 
spectful modesty <^ C^cina, who remained sQrat, 
gave greater satisfaction. 

LVI. Peace was now established throogboot 
Italy; but it was a peace more destructive than the 
calamities of war. The Yitellian soldiers, quartered 
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in the coIoDies and municipal cities, wene fitUl bent book 
OD spoil and rapine. Tlie^r comn&itted the most hor- ^ ^ ^ 
rible outrages, deflowering the woinen, and trainpling ^^ 
OB aU laws fauonan and divine. Where, they refrained ^* 
froin injary they received a bribe for their forbear^ 
«nee. Notfiing sacred or profane was ^ared. Inno* 
cent men were marked out as sddiers of Otbo's 
party, and under that pretence, murdered by their 
private enemies. The soldiers who best knew the 
country, fixed upon the i^pulent farmers as their 
devoted pi^. Where the lands were rich, they laid 
waste and phnidered vnthout controL AH who r&- 
sisted were put to the sword. The general bffioers 
had no power to check die mischief What thqr 
had done Ihemselves, they could not oppose in otfaen. 
CaeciBa had not the avarice of lus coHeague^ popu- 
larity was his passion. Yalens, on the contraiy, had 
made himself infamous by his rapacity, and was there- 
fore cibliged to connive, when he saw his own vices 
practised by others. Italy was long since exhausted, 
Bind, io that impoverished state, (Altiged to maintain 
nomercNis armies, and to bear the superadded 
grievances of riot, insult, and devastation. 



LVII. YiteiUus, in the mean time, advanced to- 
wards Italy with the remainder of fte German ar- 
mies, ignorant of his victory, and still concaving that 
he was to meet the whole weight of the war. A 
few of the veteran soldiers were left behind in winter 
quarters; and to recruit the legions, which retained 
httle nxnre than their name, hasty levies were made 
in GaoL On the frontiers bwdering on the Rhine 

toim IV. 24 



186 THE HISTORY 

BOOK the command was given to Hordeoniua Flaccus. 
j^u Q To his owq army Titellius added eight thousand men 

^^ from Britain. Having*^ marched a few days» he re- 
^^' ceived intell^o^nce of the victory at Bedriacum, and 
the conclusion of the war by the death of Otbo. He 
called an assembly of the soldiers^ and, in a public 
harangue, extolled the valour of the troops that con- 
quered in his service. He had with him a freed- 
man of the name of Asiaticus (a). The army wish- 
ed to see him raised to the dignity of a Roman knight 
Vitellius knew that the request was a flight of adula- 
tion^ and had the spirit to reject it; but such was his 
natural levi^, that what he refused in public, he 
granted in private over his bottle. And thus a des- 
picable slave, who was goaded on by ambition, and 
had nothing to recommend him but his vices, was 
honoured with the equestrian ring. 

LVni. About the same time Vitellius rec^ved 
advices that the two Mauritanias (a) had acceded to 
his party. This event was occasioned by the mur- 
der of Lucius Albinus, the governor of that coon- 
tiy. The province which was called Cassariensis 
had been by Nero committed to Albinus; and the 
other, called Tingitana, was afterwards added by 
Galba. In consequence of his extensive command, 
tlie governor was master of a consideraUe force; 
not less than nineteen cohorts, five squadrons of 
horse, and a numerous body of Moors, accustomed 
to live by depredation, and by their hardy course of 
life prepared for the fatigues of war. Albinus, on 
the death of Gaiba, declared in favour of Otho, and, 
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not content with his power in Africa, began to form book 
an enterprise against Spain, which was separated by ^ ^j' ^ 
a narrow channel (b). Cluvius Rufus presided in ^^ 
Spain. Alarmed at the projects of the commander ^* 
in Africa, be ordered the tenth legion to march to 
the sea-coast, with a design» as he gave 6ut, to cross 
the sea. In the mean time he dispatched a few cho- 
sen centurions to tamper with the M6ors, and draw 
them over to the inteijest of Yitellius. This was not 
a difficult task. The fame of the German armies 
resounded through all the provinces. A report pre- 
vaUed, at the sametime, that Albinus, disdaining die 
title of procurator, had usurped the r^al diadem, 
and the name of Juba. 

LIX. The currents of popular opinion were by 
these circumstances entirely changed in Africa. 
Asinius Pollio, who commanded a squadron of 
horse in that country, had professed himself devoted 
to Albinus, was immediately murdered. Festus and 
Scipio, each the prasfect of a cohort, shared the 
same fate. Albinus himself, after a short voyage 
from the province of Yingitana to that of Caesarien- 
sis^ was put to death as soon as he landed. His 
wife, attempting to oppose the assassins, perished 
with her husband. These transactions passed with- 
out the notice of Yitellius. Nothing awakened his 
curiosity. Even in matters of the highest impor- 
tance, the attention of a moment was all that could 
be expected from a man who had neither talents nor 
appfa'cation to business. He ordered his army to 
pursue their march into Italy, while he himself 
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BOOK, sailed down tbe Arar (a) ; not with die pomp and 
" ^ y ^^ grandeur of a prince, bul still exposing to ptd)lic 
^^ Tievr the distress and poverty (6) of bis former eo»- 
^- ditton. At length Junius Msbsm, at that tnse 
governor of the Ljonese Oauly a man of a large and 
fiberal tnmAf by bis birth illmtnou, and of a sphrit 
equal to his vast possessions, siqiplied Titellius wiA 
a train suited to the imperial dignity, and attended 
in person to do honour to the neiv emperor. Yl* 
tellius saw this display of magnificence with as 
evil eye, but under specious and even servile ea*» 
resses took care to hide his jealousy. At Lyons 
the generdi officers of bodi parties, as well the van- 
quished as the victorious, attended to do homage to 
the prince. Yitellius in a public speech pronounced 
the panegyric of Yalens and Carina, whom he 
pbced on each side of his curule chair. He then 
ordered out the whole army to receive hi* son, then 
in in&nt of tender years. The soldiers obeyed. The 
fiitfaer took the child in his arms, and, having adonn 
ed him with a purple robe, and other marks of 
princely grandeur, saluted him by the title 6f Gss* 
MAKicus; in this manner bestowing extravagant boo- 
ours, even in the tide of prosperity ill judged and 
out of season ; but, perhaps^ in the reverse of for^ 
tune that hsf>pened afterwards, some fiource of 
oonsofetion. 

LX. The centurions who had signalized then^ 
selves in Otfao^s service, were by order of Yit^us 
pfit to death. By this act of cruelty, he lost Ifae 
IS of the forces from Illyricum The rest of 
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the legions caught the iofectioD, and, being ahready book 
on bad terms with the German soldiery, began to 
meditate a revolt Suetonius Paulinus and Licinius f^- 

A. D 

Pk'oculus were kept for some time in a wretched 
state of suspense. Being at length admitted to an 
audience, they made a defence, which nothing but 
the < necessity of the times could ^cuse. They 
charged themselves with treachery- to Otho, and to 
their own sinister defHgDS ascribed the march of the 
army on the day of battle, the fatigue of the troops, 
and the confusion in the ranks, occasioned by not 
removing the baggage, with many other incidents, 
from which, though accidental^ they derived to them- 
selves the merit of fraud and perfidy. Yitellius gave 
them credit for their guilt, and pardoned, thoi^h 
they had been in arms against himself^ their attach- 
ment to his enemy. Salvius Titianus was exempt 
from danger. Natural affection made hmi join his 
brother, and his despicable character sheltered him 
from resentment Marius Celsus, consul elect, was 
suffered to succeed to his honours, though Cascilius 
Simplex, as was generally believed, endeavoured l^ 
bribery to supplant him. His ambition aimed at the 
consulship, and would fain have risen on the ruins 
of an Othonian officer. The attempt was afterwards 
objected to him in open senate. The emperor, how^ 
ever, withstood his solicitations, but, in time, raised 
him (a) to that high office, without the guilt of bribe* 
ry or murder. Trachalus was attacked by bis ene- 
mies, but owed his safety to the protection of Gale* 
ria, the wife of Yitellius. 
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BOOK LXI. Amidst the dangers that involved the fint" 
^ ^j'p men of the age, it may be tliought beneath the dig* 
^\ nity of history to relate the wild adventure of one 
^^' Mariccus, a Boian by birth, and sprung from the 
dregs of the people. This man, however mean his 
condition, had the presumption to mix his name 
with men who fought for the empire of the world 
In a fit of enthusiasm, pretending to have praetemar 
tural lights, he called himself^e tutelar deity of 
Gaul, and, in the character of a god, dared to d^ 
the Roman arms. He played the impostor so well, 
that he was able to muster eight thousand men. At 
the head of that deluded multitude, he made an at- 
tempt on the adjacent villages of the JElduans. The 
people of that nation were not to be deluded. They 
armed the flower of their youth, and, with a rein- 
forcement from the Roman cohorts, attacked the fa- 
natics, and put the whole body to the rout Mariccus 
was taken prisoner, and soon after given to the wild 
beasts (a). The populace, astonished to see that he 
was not immediately torn to pieces, believed him to 
be sacred and inviolable. Yitellius ordered him to be 
executed under his own eye ; and that catastrophe 
cured the people of their bigotry. 

LXII. From this time the partisans of Otho were 
no longer persecuted. Their persons and their 
eflects remained inviolable. The last wills of such 
as fell in tliat unfortunate cause were aUowed to be 
valid, and, where no wiD was made, the law in cases 
of intestacy took its course. In fact, it was the 
luxury of Yitellius that oppressed mankind: from 
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his avarice there was nothing to fear. His gluttony Booie 
(a) knew no bounds. To administer to his appetite, ^ ^ ^ 
Rome and Italy were ransacked for rarities. The ^^ 
roads from both the seas rung with a din of car» ^^* 
riages, loaded with whatever was exquisite to the 
palate. To entertain him on his march, the princi* 
pal men of every city were obliged to lavish all 
their wealth, and the country was e^iLhausted. The 
soldiers, degenerating into a band of epicures, lost 
all regard for military duty. They despised their 
prince, yet followed his example. Yitellius^ by an 
edict sent forward to Rome, signified his pleasure 
to postpone for the present the title of Augustus; 
and for that of Caesar, he declined it altogether. 
The prerogative of the prince was sufficient for his 
aoibition. He ordered the mathematicians to be 
banished out of Italy, and, under heavy penalties, 
restrained the Roman knights from disgracing them- 
selves by fighting prizes hke common gladiators, 
and by exhibiting their persons on the public stage. 
That infamous practice was introduced by former 
princes, who did not scruple to allure men to the 
theatre by donations of money, and, when bribery 
failed, to drive them to it by force and violence. 
The contagion reached the municipal towns and 
coloDies, where it became the general pi^ctice to lie 
in wait for the young and profligate, in order, by the 
temptation of money, to invite them to disgrace and 
infamy. 

LfXni. The character of Yitellius, soon after the 
arrival of his brother (a) and other courtiers from 
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oooic BxHne^ came forth in the bbdcest colours. That 
pernicious crevr begao to teach their maxims <tf 
despotism, and the prince displayed his cnieitf and 
^^' his arrogance. He gaVe orders for the ezecation of 
Dolabella, who, as already stated, on the first breaks 
ing out of the war was banished by Otho to die 
colony of Aquine. Being there informed of that 
emperor^s death, he ▼eotiired to return to Rome. 
That step was objected to hun as a crime bgr his 
intimate friend, Flancius Yarus^ a man of prastoriaa 
rank. He preferred his accusation, in form, brfore 
Fiarius Sabinus, the prasfect of the city« The spe- 
cific chaises were, that Dolabella broke froai \m 
place of confinement, to offer himself as a leader to 
die vanquished psffty, and, with that view, had en- 
deavoured to seduce to his interest the cohort ^bkr 
tioned at Ostia. In the course of the trial, ]>olabena 
heard the whole of the evidence with undaonted 
finnness, never showing the smallest symptom of 
anxiety: but sentence of condemnation was pro- 
nounced, and he then found it too late to sue Cat 
mercy* The business, however, seemed to Flavii» 
Sabinus of such importance, that he b^ao to hesH 
tate, till Triaria^ the wife of Lucius YiteDius, a wo- 
man fierce and cruel beyond her sex^ advised fains 
not to seek the fame of demency by sacrificing the 
interest of the prince. Sabinus did not want bumana- 
ty ; but, when danger threatened himself, his resols* 
tion failed. With a sudden change of mind he begaoi 
to temporize, and, in order to secure his own per- 
sonal safety, lent his aid to precipitate the fall of a 
man, whom be did not dare to protect 
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LXIY. By this bosiness Yitellius was alarmed ^^ok 
for himself,- and he had motives of inveterate hatred, a. u. c. 



I^tronia, his former wife (a), was no sooner di- ^^, 
yorced, than Dolabella married her. Hence that un- ^^' 
happy man was an object of the emperor^s fixed 
resentment By letters dispatched to Rqpie, he in- 
vited him to his presence, advising him, at the same 
time, to shun the Flaniinian road, and come more 
privately by the way of Interamnium. At that place, 
he oi*dered him to be put to death. The assassin 
thought he should lose too much time. Impatient to 
do his work, he attacked Dolabella at an ipn on the 
road, and having stretched him on the ground, cut 
his throat Such was the beginning of the new reign, 
a prelude to scenes of blood that were still to follow. 
The furious spirit of Triaria, who took so active a 
part in this affair, was the more detested, as it stood 
in contrast to the mild character of Galeria, the em- 
peror^s wife, and also to that of Sextilia (6), his 
mother; a woman of virtue and benevolence, formed 
on the model of ancient manners. On receipt of the 
first letters from the emperor, wherein he assumed 
the title of Germanicus, she is said to have declared, 
that she had no son of that name, but was the mother 
of Vitellius (c). She persevered with the same equal 
teiQptr, never elated by the splendour of her family 
nor deceived by the voice of flattery. In the prospe- 
rity of her sons she took no part; in their distress, 
she grieved for their misfortunes. 

LXY. Vitellius set out from Lyons, but had not 
proceeded far, when he was met by Marcus Cluvius 
VOL. IV. 26 
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BOOK Rufus, who came from bis government in Spain to 
— Hl--. congratulate the emperor on his accession. That 
822. ' oflScer appeared with joj in his cowatenance, and 
69. ' anxiety in his heart He knew that an accusation 
had been prepared against him by Hilarius, one of 
the emperor's freedmen, importing that, during the 
war between Otbo and Yitellius, Rufus intended 
to set up for himself, and convert both the Spains 
into an independent state ; and that, with this view, 
he had issued various edicts, without inserting die 
name of any prince whatever, and also made public 
harangues, to blacken the character of Yitellius, 
and recommend himself to popular favour. The in- 
terest of Rufus was too powerful. He triumphed 
over his adversary, and the freedman was con- 
demned to punishment Rufus, from that time, 
ranked among the emperor's intimate friends. He 
continued in favour at court, and, at the same titne, 
retained his government of Spain ; during bis ab- 
sence carrying on the administration of the province 
by his deputies, according to the precedent left by 
Lucius Arruntius (a), whom Tiberius, from suspi- 
cion and the jealousy of his nature, never suffered 
to depart from Rome. Trebellius Maximus (6) had 
not die good fortune to meet with equal favour. He 
' had been the governor of Britain, but by a mutiny 
among the soldiers was obliged to escape out of the 
island. Vectius Bolanus (c), then a follower of the 
court, succeeded to the command. 

LXVL Yitellius heard, with deep anxiety, that 
the vanquished legions still retained a fierce and u&- 
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conquered spirit Diapensed through Italy, and in book 
every quarter intermixed with th© victorious troops, 
tbey talked in a style of disaffection, breathing ven- ^^^- 
geance and new commotions. The fourteenth legion ^^. 
took the lead, denying, with ferocity, that tbey were 
ever conquered. It was true, tliey said, that at Be- 
driacum a vexillary detachment from their body 
was defeated, but the legion had no share in the ac- 
tion. To remove such turbulent spirits, it was judged 
proper to order them back into Britain, where they 
had been stationed till recalled by Nero. The Bata- 
vian cohorts were ordered to march at the same 
time; and, as an old animosity subsisted between 
them and the soldiers of the fourteenth legion, or- 
ders were given that they should all be quietly 
quartered together. Between men inflamed with mu- 
tual hatred a quarrel soon broke«out. It happened, 
at the capital of the Turinians (a), that a Batavian 
soldier had words with a tradesman, whom he 
charged with fraud and imposition. A man belong- 
ing to the legion took the part of his landlord. A 
dispute ensued ; their comrades joined them ; from 
abusive language they proceeded to blows ; and, if 
two praetorian cohorts had not overawed the Bata- 
vians, a bloody conflict must have been the conse- 
quence. Yitellius, satisfied with the fidelity of the 
Batavians, incorporated them with his army. The 
legion had orders to proceed over the Graian Alps 
(b\ and by no means to approach the city of Yi- 
enne, where the inhabitants were suspected of dis- 
affection. The legion marched in the night, and left 
flieir fires burning. The consequence was a confla- 
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BOOK gration, by which a great part of the Turinian citjr 
^ ' ■- was destroyed. iUhe loss sastained by the inbabi- 
822. tants, like mtay other calamities of war, was soon 
<»• obliterated by the ruin of other cities. The soldiers 
had scarce descended from the Alps, when they or- 
dered the standard-bearers to march towards the 
colony of Y ienne. The attempt, however, was pre- 
vented by the good sense of such as were observers 
of discipline, and the whole legion passed over into 
Britain. 

LXVII. The praetorian cohorts gave no less dis- 
quietude to Yitellius. To break their force, he se- 
parated them first into small parties, and soon after 
discharged them from the service; professing, how- 
ever, in order to soften resentment, that they were, 
by their length of -service, entitled to an honoarablq 
dismission. They delivered up their arms \o the tri- 
bunes; but, being informed that Vespasian was in 
motion, they assembled again, and proved the best 
support of the Flavian cause. The first legion of ma- 
rine was ordered into Spain, that in repose and in- 
dolence their spirit might evaporate. The seventh 
and eleventh returned to their old winter quarters. 
For the thirteenth employment was found in die 
building of two amphitheatres ; one at Cremona, and 
the other at Bononia. In the former Ca&cina was 
preparing to exhibit a spectacle of gladiators, and 
Yalens in the latter; both wishing to gratify the taste 
of their master, whom, in the midst of arduous af- 
fairs, nothing could wean from his habitual plea- 
sures. 
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LXYIII. By these measures the vanquished party book 

was sufficiently weakened; but the spirit of the con ■ — 

querors could not long endure a state of tranquillity. 822. 
A quarrel broke out, in its origin slight and ridicu* 69. ' 
lous, but attended with consequences that kindled the 
flame of war with redoubled fury (a). The occasion 
Was as follows: Yitellius gave a banquet atTicinum, 
and Yerginius was of the party. The manners of the 
chiefs are ever sure to set the fashion for the tri« 
bunes and centurions. From the example of the 
officers, vice or virtue descends to the soldiers. In 
the army of Yitellius, all was discord and confusion ; 
a scene of drunken jollity, resembling a bacchana- 
lian rout, rather than a camp, or a disciplined army. 
It happened that two soldiers, one bebnging to the 
fifth legion, the other a native of Gaul, serving 
among the auxiliaries of that nation, challenged each 
other to a trial of skill in wrestling. The Roman 
was thrown; his antagonist exulted with an air of 
triumph ; and the spectators, who had gathered round 
them, were soon divided into parties. 

The legions, provoked by the insolence of the 
Graul, attacked the auxiliaries sword in hand. Two 
cohorts were cut to pieces. The sudden danger of 
another tumult put an end to the fray. A cloud of 
dust was seen at a distance, and at intervals, the 
glittering of arms. A report was instantly spread, 
that the fourteenth legion was returning to offer 
battle; but the mistake was soon discovered. It was 
found, that the men who brought up the rear of the 
army were approaching. That circumstance being 
known, the tumult subsided, till one of the slaves 
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BOOK of Yerginiiu was obsened by the soldiers. Thejr 
j^y ^ seized the man, and, in their fury, charged him 
f^' with a design to assassinate Yitellius. With this notioo 
^^- in their heads, they rushed directly to the banquet- 
ing-room, and with rage and clamour demanded 
the immediate execution of Verginius. The emperor, 
though by nature addicted to suspicion, entertained 
no doubt of Yei^nius. He interposed to save his 
life, and with difficulty restrained the men, who 
thirsted for the blood of a consular commander, at 
one time their own general. It had ever been the fate 
of y erginius, more than of any other officer, to en- 
counter the seditious spirit of the army. His cha- 
racter, notwithstanding, was held in great esteem; his 
brilliant talents extorted admiration even from his 
enemies ; but the moderation, with which he reject- 
ed the imperial dignity, was considered as an affit>nt 
The soldiers thought themselves despised, and from 
that moment resented the injury. 

LXIX. On the following day, the deputies from 
the senate, who according to order attended at Ti- 
cinum, were admitted to an audience. That busi- 
ness over, Yitellius visited the camp, and, in a pub- 
lic harangue, expressed a lively sense of the zeal 
which the soldiers had exerted in his service. This 
proceeding roused the jealousy of the auxiliaries. 
They saw the insolence of the legionary soldiers, and 
the impunity with which they committed the most 
outrageous actions. It was to prevent the conse- 
quences of this dangerous jealousy, that the Batavian 
cohorts had been ordered back to Germany, the 
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fates even then preparing the seeds of a foreign (a) book 
and a civil war. The allies from Gaul were also dis- 
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missed to their respective states; a vast unwieldj 
multitude, drawn together in the beginning of the ^* 
revolt, not for actual service, but chiefly for vain 
parade, and to swell the pomp of a numerous army. 
The imperial revenues b^ing well nigh exhausted, 
there was reason to apprehend a want of funds to 
answer the largesses of the prince. To prevent that 
distress, Yitellius ordered the complement of the 
legions and auxiliaries to be reduced, and no new 
levies to be made. Dismissions from the service were 
granted indiscriminately to all who applied. The 
policy was of the worst consequence to the com- 
monwealth, and, at the same time, a grievance to 
the soldiers, who felt themselves oppressed by re- 
turns of military duty, too frequent for the scanty 
numbers that remained. Their fatigue increased, 
while their manners were debauched, and their vi- 
gour w^ted by the vices of a luxurious life, so dif- 
ferent from the institutions of the old republic, when 
money was despbed, and virtue was the energy of 
the state. 

JlaXX. Yitellius proceeded to Cremona Having 
there attended a spectacle of gladiators exhibited 
by Ca&cina, he was led by curiosity to the field of 
Bedriacum, in order to see on the spot the vestiges 
of bis recent victory. The fields around presented a 
mournful spectacle. Forty days (a) bsid elapsed, and 
the plain was stiD covered with bodies, gashed and 
mangled; with broken limbs, and men and horses 
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BOOK in one promisCQoos carnage ; clotted gore, and fikh, 
^ ^' ^ and putrefaction; the trees cut down, and the froitB 

^^ of the earth trampled under foot: the whole a dreaiy 
^* waste, the desolation of nature. The view of the high 
road was no less shocking to humanity. The peo- 
of Cremona, amidst the horrors that covered the 
face of the country, had strewed the way with rostt 
and laurels, and had even raised altars, where victims 
were slain, as if a nation of slaves had been employ- 
ed to adorn the triumph of a despotic prince. Bot 
these servile acts, with which an abject people re- 
joiced over human misery, in a short time after 
brought on their own destruction. Yalens and Cae* 
cina attended the emperor to the fiel4 They pohited 
to the particular spots, where the stress of the bat- 
tle lay: ^ Here the legions rushed on to the attack; 
^^ there the cavalry bore down all before them ; from 
^^ that quarter the auxiliaries wheeled about, and 
^^ surrounded the enemy.'^ The tribunes and pre- 
fects of cohorts talked of their own exploits-, and 
the truth, if they mingled any, was warped and dis- 
figured by exaggeration. The common soldiers 
quitted the road, to mark the places where the/ 
had fought, and to survey the arms and dead^bodies 
of the vanquished piled up in heaps. They viewed 
the scene with brutal joy, and wondered at the de- 
struction they had made. Some, with generous sym- 
pathy, felt the lot of humanity, and tears gushed 
from every eye. Yitellius showed no symptom of 
compassion. He saw, without emotion, the bodies 
of Roman citizens unburied on the naked groand, 
and, with fell delight, offered a sacrifice to the dei- 
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ties of die place, little then suspecti&g the reverse of book 
fortaoe which was soon fo overtake himself'. ^ ^'y 

822. ' 
A. l>. 

LXXI. At Bononia Fabias Talons exhibited a ^^* 
show of gladiators, with a pompous display of de- 
corations, which he had ordered to be brought from 
Some. In proportion as the emperor advanced to- 
wards the capital,, riot and licentioiisness grew still 
more outrageous. Flayers of interludes and a band 
of eunuchs mixed with the soldiers, and revived all 
the vices of Nero^s court Yitellius admired the 
manners of that shameful period; and wherever 
Nero went to display his voice and minstrelsy, he 
was sure to be one of his followers, not by compul- 
sion, 83 w^ the case with men of integrity, but of 
«his own motion, a willing sycophant, allured by his 
palate, and bribed by gluttony. In order to open the 
way for Yalens and Caecina to the honours of the 
consulship, the time of those in office (a) was abridg- 
ed. Martins Macer (&}, who had been a general in 
Otho's partf, was passed over in silence; and Vale- 
rius Marinus, who bad been put in nomination by 
Galba, was also set aside, not for any charge alleged 
against him, but because, being a man of a passive 
temper, he was willing to acquiesce under every in- 
jury without a murmur. Pedanius Costa shared the 
same fate. * He had taken an active part againt Ne- 
ro, and even endeavoured to excite the ambition of 
I Yerginius. He was, in fact, rejected for that of- 
fence, though other reasons were pretended. For 
this proceeding, YiteUius received the public thanks: 

VOL. IT. 26 
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tempted, at first with rapid saccess, bat in a ahort 
time totally defeated. A man ^low condition diou^t 
he might emerge from obscuritj, by taking upon bim 
the name of Seribonianus Camerinus (a). His story 
was, that, during the reign of Nero, to elude the fury 
of the times, he had lain concealed in Istria, where 
the followers of the ancient Crassi still occupied the 
lands of their former masters, and retained their ye- 
neration for that illustrious house* To carry on this 
ridiculous farce, the impostor engaged the vile and 
profligate in his interest. The vulgar, with their usual 
credulity, and the soldiers, either led into an error 
or excited by their love of innovation, joined in the 
plot Their leader was seized, and brought ioio the 
presence of Yitellius. Being interrogated who and 
what he was, he was found to be a fugitive slave^ o[ 
the name of Geta, recognised, as soon as seen, by 
his master. He was condemned to suflfer the death 
of a slave (6), in the manner inflicted by the law. 

LXXni. Advice was at length received firom 
Syria and Judsea, that the East submitted to the 
new emperor. The pride with which Yitellius was 
bloated upon this occasion, is scarcely crediUt. 
Intelligence from that part of the world had been 
hitfierto vague and uncertain ; but Yespasian veas in 
tfie moudis of men, and the mmour of the day fifled 
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the world with reports, that sometimes roused Y itel- book 
lius from his letbarrr* He started at the name o[ — ^^ — 

A. U. C. 

Vespasian. At length the cloud was btown over, and S33. 
a rival was no longer dreaded/ The clknperor and his 69. 
army plunged into every excess of cruelty, lust, and 
rapine, as if a foreign ^anny and foreign manners 
bad overturned the empire. 

LXJEIV. MeanwhOe Yeqpasian took a view of 
his ovro situation, and weighed with care all possb 
ble events. He considered the importance of the 
war, and made an estimate of his strength, the re- 
sources in his power, and the forces at a distance, 
as well as those that lay near at hand. The legions 
were devoted to his interest, insomuch that, when 
be showed himself the first to swear fidelity to 
Yitellius, and ofier up vows for the prosperity of 
his reign, the soldiers marked their displeasure by ' 
a suUen silence. Mucianus was the fjciend of Titus, 
and by no means averse from the father. The prse- 
fect of Egypt, whose name was Alexander, was 
ready to promote the enterprise. The third legion, 
which had been removed from Syria to Maesia, 
Yespasian considered as bis own, and had, besides, 
good reason to hope, that the forces in fllyricum 
would enter into the confederacy. In fact, the 
armies, wherever stationed, were every day more 
and more incensed against the soldiers that came 
amongst them from the Yitellian party; a set of 
men, rough and horrid in their appearance, savage 
in their manners, and in their brutal discourse 
affecting to treat the legions of the East with con- 
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■ -. ,, importance, it was natural to doubt, and hesitate 

^^ Yespasian remained for some time in a state of sus- 

69* pense, now elate with hope, and soon depressed 

with fear. ^ What an awful day must that be, wh» 

^ he should unsheath the sword, and commit him- 

^ self, at the age of sixty, with his two sons (a) in 

^^ the prime season of life, to the danger of a civil 

^^ war. In undertakings of a private nature, men maj 

^^ advance or retreat, as they see occasion ; but when 

^ the contest is for sovereign power, there is no 

^ middle course. You must conquer, or perish in 

^' the attempt.'' 

LXXY. An officer of his experience was no 
stranger to the strength and valour of the German 
armies. ^^ The legions under his command had not 
^^ been tried in a war against their fellow citizens, 
^^ while, on the other hand, the Yitellians added to 
^ '^ their experience all the pride of victory. The 

. ^^ vanquished would, undoubtedly, be dissatisfied; 
^^ but to murmur discontent was all that fortune left 
^ in their power. In the rage of civil war the com- 
^ mon soldier renounces every honest principle; 
^^ treachery becomes habitual; and every man who 
. (^ sets no value on his own life, holds the chief in 
*^ his power. Cohorts of foot, and squadrons of 
^^ horse, make a vain parade, if one intrepid villain, 
^^ for the reward promised by the adverse party, 
^^ may strike a sudden blow, and by a murder ter- 
^ minate the war. Such was the fate of Scriboni- 
^ anus (a) in the reign of Claudius: he was mur- 
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'^ dered by Yolagiiiiud, a common soldier, and the book 
" highest posts in the service were the wages of that ^ ^' ^ - 
^ desperate assassin. An army may be drawn up in ^^ 
^ order of battle, and ito animate them to deeds of ^* 
^^ valour is not a difficult task: but the private ruffian 
^ is not easily avoided.'^ 

LXXVL Such were the reflections that presented 
themselves to the mind of Vespasian. His friends 
and the principal officers endeavoured to fix his 
resolution. Mucianus lent his aid, and, not content 
with private conferences, took a public opportunity 
to declare his sentiments, in eflfect as follows: ^ In 
'^ all great and arduous undertakings, the questions 
'^ of importance are, Is the enterprise for the good 
^^ of the commonwealth? Will it do honour to the 
^ man who conducted it? And are the difficulties 
^^ such as wisdom and valour may surmount? Nor 
^ is this all: the character of the man who advises 
^^ the measure should be duly weighed: Is he will- 
^^ ing to second the counsel, which he gives, at the 
^^ hazard of his life? What are his views? And who 
^ 18 to reap the reward of victory? It is Mucianus 
^^ who now calls upon Vespasian ; Mucianus invites 
^^ you to imperial dignity; for the good of the coro- 
^ mon wealth he invites you ; for your own glory he 
^ exhorts you to undertake the enterprise. The 
^ gods are with you, and under them the rest de- 
^ pends upon yourself. The advice which I give 
^^ is honest: there is no flattery in it For, let me 
^^ ask, can it be flattery to prefer you to Vitellius? 
*^ To be elected after such an emperor is rather a 
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^ ^' ^ ^ with the active mind of Augustus, nor with flie 

^^ (( eraft of the politic Tiberius. Nor is it against 

69. (c Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, that we propose to 

*^ rise in arms. The? had a kind of hereditarv 

^^ right: their families were in possession of the 80?e- 

" reignty. 

^ Even Galba could boast of an illustrious line of 

^ ancestors, and for that reason you were willing to 

^ acknowle^e his title. But in the present juncture, 

^^ to remain inactive, and leave the commonweald) 

^^ a prey to vice and infamy, were a desertion of the 

^ public, which nothing can excuse. Do you ima* 

^^ gine that in a state of servitude you can find your 

^ own personal safety? Even in that case, submis- 

^^ sion would be attended with disgrace and infamy. 

^^ But ambition is not now imputed to you for the 

^ first time: you have been long suspected, and 

^ nothing remains but vigorous enterprise. The 

^^ sovereign power is your only refuga Have we 

^ foigot the fate of Corbulo (a) ? It may be said that 

'^ the nobili^ of his birth (superior, it must be con- 

^' fessed, to you as well as myself) exposed him to 

(( danger. It may be so; but let it be remembered 

^ that Nero towered above Yitellius: and remember 

^^ besides, that, in the eyes of the perscm who lives 

^ in fear, the man who makes himself dreaded is 

^^ illustrious. Do we doubt whether the armies can 

^^ create an emperor? Yitellius furnishes the proof; 

^^ a man, without military fame, who never served 

^ a campaigpn ; but owes his elevation, not to his 

^^ own merit, but to Galba's want of popularity. 
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^ His victory was not obtained b? the ability of his book 

"* II 

" generals, or the valoar of his troops: Otho was ' 

^ conquered by bis own hand. That precipitate ac- ^^- * 

^^ tion made Yiteliius master of the Roman world, 69. 

^^ and, in retam, the infamy of Tlteliios gives a lus- 

'^ tre to the name of Otho, intomuch that men regret 

^^ that unfortunate prince. 

^ At present, what is the conduct of our new 

^ emperor? He disbands the legions; he disarms the 

^ cohorts, and every day furnishes arms against him- 

^ self. The ferocity of his soldiers, whatever it may 

^ have been, has long since evaporated in victual- 

^ ling-houses and drunken revelry. After the ex- 

'^ ample of their master, the soldiers are dissolved 

^ in sloth and luxury. On the other hand, you have 

^^ ia Syria, Judaea, and Egypt, no less than nine le- 

^ gions, all high in spirit, unimpaired by war, and 

^ not yet taught by seditimi to renounce all regard 

^ for discipline. Tou have an army enured to the 

^^ operations of war, and crowned with victory over 

*^ the enemies of their country. Tou have a body 

^ of cavalry, auxiliary cohorts, a naval armament, 

^ and powerful kings, all devoted to your cause. 

^ Above all, you have your own talents and your re- 

^ QDwn in arms. 

LXXYII. ^ To myself I arrogate nothing: yet 
^ let me not be thought inferior to Yalens or Caecina. 
^ If Macianos does not aspire to be your rival, you 
^^ wiH not tho^fore thidc meanly of him. WiUing 
^^ to yield to Yespasian, I claim precedence of Yi- 
^^ teUius. Tour house has been distinguished by 



208 THE HISTORY' 
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^ u ^. ^^ of them (b) is ah*eady equal to the weight of em- 

/^D. '^ P^^^* '^^ German armies saw him give aa 
^^' '' earnest of his fiiture character. Were I thb veiy 
^^ moment possessed of the sovereign power, I 
^' should call Titus my son by adoption; with pnn 
^^ priety, therefore, I yield to his father The enter* 
^^ prise, to which I exhort you, will not, in its eon- 
^ sequences, be the same to us both. If we succeed, 
^^ the honours which I may receive must flow from 
^ you: in toil and danger I am wiDing to be your ri- 
^^ val ; or, if you will (and it is the best expedient), 
^^ remain here to issue your orders, and leave me U> 
^ conduct the war. 

^^ The troops that lately conquered are by no 
^^ means formidable In the vanquished party diere 
^'' is more order and better discifdine. The latter, 
^^ stung with shame and indignation, are burning 
^^ for revenge. All motives conspire to inflame their 
^ ardour. The YiteUians, on the contrary, intoxi- 
^^ cated with success, and elate with pride, disdain 
^^ all rules of subordination. They are undone by 
^^ luxury. Their wounds, as yet scarcely closed, will 
^^ open in a new war and bleed afresh. My depend- 
'^ ance, it is true, must be upon your vigilance, your 
^^ economy^ your wisdom ; but I expect no less ad* 
^^ vantage from the ignorance, the stupidity, and cruel 
^ disposition of Yitdlius. In a word, war must l(e our 
^ choice; to us it is safer than peace, for we have al- 
^* ready deliberated ; and he who deliberates, has 
" rebelled.'^ 

LI^yilL By this animating speech all who as^ 
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sirted at the coudcS were inspired with new eottfi^ boor 
dence. They pressed roand Yeqpasiaii, exhorting XiTcr 
bim to undertake die enterprise; they recalled to ^^ 
bis memory the responses iX oracles (a), and ttie ^* 
predictions of men skiited in judicial astrology: 
Nor was Vespasian untinetured with tfiat supersti- 
tion. Even afterwards, when possessed of the su- 
preme authority, be retained a mathematician named 
Seieucos, to assist his councils with his insight into 
future events. A number of prognostics, that OC" 
curred to him in his yootti, came fresh into his mind. 
He recollected a cypress tree of prodigious size, on 
his own estate, that fell suddenly to the ground, 
and, on the following day, rose on the same spot, 
and flourished in new strength and verdure. This 
was considered by the interpreters of prodigies as 
an early prelude to future grandeur. At length, hav- 
ing obtained triumphal honours, together with thdv 
consular rank, when he had condocted the war 
against the Jews with such rapid success, the pre- 
diction seemed to be verified ; and thus encouraged, . 
he looked from that eminence to a higher elevation^ 
and even to the imperial dignity. Between Syria 
and Judaea stands a mountain, known by the name 
of Mount Caemsl (fr), on the top of which a god 
is wordiipped, under no other title than that of the 
place, aqd, according to ancient usage, without a 
temple, or even a statue. An altar is erected in the 
open air^ and there adoration is paid to the presiding 
deity. On this spot Vespasian <^ered a sacrifice. In 
the midst of the ceremony, while his mind expanded 
with vast ideas, Basilides, the officiating priest^ ex- 

TOL. IV. 27 
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-j;-—-^ phetic manner addressing himself to Vespasian, 

822. u Whatever," he said, ^ are your designs, whether 

^- ^ to build a mansion, to enlarge yoar estate, or in* 

^ crease the number of your slaves, the fates pre- 

^ pare for you a vast and magnificent seat, with 

^ an immense territory, and a prodigbus multitude 

^ of men." This prediction, though involved in 

mysterious language, was spread abroad at the time 

and now received a favourable interpretation. The 

story gathered strength amoi^ the populace, and in 

conversation with Vespasian was the favourite t(^ic 

of his friends, who thought they could not enlai^ 

too much on the subject, while the passions of the 

hearer stood ready to receive their advice. 

LXXIX Mucianus and Vespasian settled their 
plan and took leave of each other: the former went 
to Antioch, the cqutal of Syria, and the latter to 
Cassarea, the metropolis of Judasa. The first public 
step towards cheating Vespasian emperor of Rome, 
was taken at Alexandria in Egypt: Tiberius Alex- 
ander, the praefect of the province, eager to show 
his zeal, administered the oath to the legions under 
his command. The ceremony was performed on the 
calends of July, and that day was ever after celebnt- 
ted as the first of Vespasian's reign, though the 
army in Judaea swore fidelity on the fifUi before the 
nones of the same month, in the presence of Ves- 
pasian himself. Titus was then on his way from 
Syria with dispatches from Mucianus, but the im- 
patience of the men could not brook the dehy of 
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waiting for the emperor^s son. The whole transac- book 
tioQ originated with the soldiers, and was hurried ^ ^ ^ 
on with such violent impetuosity, that the business ^^ 
was finished without any public harangue, and even ^^* 
without a previous assembly of the legions. 

LXXX. For this great revolution no arrange* 
ment was made; no time, no place was fixed; nor 
was it known who was to be the author of the mea- 
sure. In this state of uncertainty, while every bosom 
panted with hope and fear, and the motives to the 
revolt, with all the dangers that might ensue, kept 
the army in agitation, a small number of soldiers, 
who mounted guard near the apartment of the gene- 
ral, no sooner saw him coming forth from his cham- 
ber, than with one voice they saluted him by the 
title of emperor. The whole body followed their 
example. They pressed forward in crowds, calling 
him by the name of Caesar, styling him Augustus, 
and conferring every other title of imperial gran- 
deur. Vespasian balanced no longer. His fears sub- 
sided, and he now resolved to pursue the road of 
ambition. Even in this tide of his affairs he stiH 
preserved the equal tenour of his mind, free from 
arrogance, and such in his manners as he had always 
been. The new man never appeared. The change, 
as was natural, dazzled his imagination ; but he took 
time to allay the hurry of his spirits, and then calmly 
addressed the men in the language of a soldier. He 
was heard with shouts of applause. Mucianus waited 
for this event. On the first intelligence, he declared 
for Vespasian, and the soldiers with alacrity took 
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j^ ^ ^ neM owri Mncianuft went to the theatre of Aiitio€h, 
^^^ where the iohabitaati were used to hold their public 
^- debates. He fouAd a crowded meeting, and was re- 
ceived with acclamatkNia. 

He baraogoed the multitude) and his speech, 
though in Greek, was dot)ueDt. Id that language 
he bad accquired suflBkuent facility, and he posseasedi 
besides, the happy art (a) of giving grace and dig- 
Bity to whatever he uttered. He inflamed die pas- 
sieos not only of the army, but also of the previuce, 
by asserting roundly, ^^that it was a fixed point 
'^ with Vttellius, to quarter the German troe|)s ia 
(^ the delightful r^^ of Syria, that, in a rich and 
^^ plentiful province, they might grow wanton m 
^ ease and luxury; whil^ in eichat^e, the l^sns 
^ of Syria were to be removed to cold eAcampments 
^^ in Germany, there to radure the iodemeDc^ of 
^ the weather, and the rigours of the serviee.^ The 
natives of the province had lived in habits of friend- 
ship with the legions, and by inlermanriagies, bad 
formed family connexioas. The soldiers, on their 
part, were naturalixed in die country, and the sta- 
tions, to which they were accustomed, were, kf 
long reddence, grown as dear to them as ftair 
native home. 

frfXXXf. Before the ides of July, the whole yro- 
▼mce of Syria acceded to Fespasiaa. Hispar^was 
further strengthened by Sobemus (o), who j^aed 
the ie9fsa» with the whole we%ht of his kingtom, 
and also by Antiochus, who iidierited immense 



treerarai from bis ancestors, and was, d* all tb# book 
kipgii who sobnitted to die autfaoritf of Rome, the j^ ^] ^ 
most rich aod powerful. Agrippa, who was then at ^ 
Rome, received private expresses from the East, ^^* 
requesting his presence in his own country. He 
departed, before Vitellius had any intelligence, and 
by a quick navigation |>assed over into Asia« Queen 
Berenice, at that time flourishing in the bloom of 
youth, and no less distinguished by the graces of 
her person, espoused the interest pf Ye^asian, to 
whom, notwithstanding his advanced age, she had 
made herself agreeable by magnificent presents. 
Tbe several maritime provinces, with Asia and 
Achaia, and the wMe inland country between Pon- 
tus and the two Armenias, entered into the general 
coitfederacy; but from Uie governors of those (Mto- 
vioces no forces could be eipected, as they were 
not, at that time, ste^engtbened 1^ tiie l^ons sta- 
tioDed in Cappadoda. To settle the plan of opera* 
tioo, a grand council was held at Berytus (b). Mu- 
ciaBiis attended* He was accompanied by a train i)i 
efficerst tribunes, and centurions, and a consider* 
aUe body of soldiers, sdected to swell the pomp 
and grandeur of the scene. From Judaea the mo^ 
dis^iguiahed officers went to the meeting, with the 
flower ^f dieir troops. An assembfy, consisting of 
sach a Dumeroas ttm of horse bxA foot, and <^ 
CMtem Idngi, who vied with each other in sj^ea* 
dour asd naagnificenoe, presmtod a spectacle wor- 
thy of tbe imperial dignity. 

hXXXSl. The first «ad most imporint object 
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— f-7> service. In all the strong and fortified cities, wwk- 
^22. Q)en were appointed for the forging of arms, and a 
69. mint for gold and silver coin was established at An- 
tioch. The whole was carried on with diligence, 
under the direction of proper inspectors. Yespasiaa 
visited every quarter, by his presence giving spirit 
and animation to the cause. He encouraged the in- 
dustrious by the warmth of his commendations; he 
roused the inactive by his example, and succeeded 
more by gentle methods than by the rigour of au- 
thority. To the failings of his friends he was ofies 
blind, but never to their virtues. He advanced some 
to the administration of provinces, and others to the 
rank of senators ; all men of distinguished character, 
who rose afterwards to eminence in the state. There 
were others who owed their success more to their 
good fortune, than to their merit Mucianus in h» 
first harangue made incidental mention of a donative^ 
but in guarded terms; nor did Vespasian, thou^ 
engaged in a civil war, grant at any time a larger 
bounty than had been used in times of profound 
peace. He chose, that his soldiers should act on prin* 
ciples of honour, not from motives of bribery and 
corruption. To that firmness he owed the good ordor 
and regular discipline of his army. Ambassadors 
were sent to the courts of Pbirthia and Armenia, in 
order to settle a mutual good understandmg, that, 
when the legions marched forward to open the cam- 
paign, the back settlements should not be exposed 
to sudden incursions of the enemy. Titus was to re- 
main in Judaea (a), to complete the omquest of that 
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eottntry, while Yespasian made himself master of the ^^^ 
passes into Egypt To make head against Y itellius, a. u. c, 
part of the army was deemed sufficient, under the a., d. 
conduct of such a general as Mucianus, with the 
additional terror of Yespasian's name, and the fates 
on his side superior to every difficulty. Letters were 
dispatched to the several armies, and the officers in 
command, with instructions to conciliate the prae- 
torian soldiers, who had been disbanded by.Yitellius, 
and by a promise, that all should be restored to their 
rank, to invite them once more into the service. 

LXXXIII. Mucianus, with the appearance rather 
of an associate in the sovereign power, than of a 
general officer, advanced at the head of a light-armed 
detachment, never lingering in the course of his 
progress, that delay might not be thought a symp- 
tom of irresolution; and on the other hand, not pro- 
ceediing by rapid marches, that fame might fly before 
hkn, and spread the terror of his approach. He knew 
the weakness of his numbers, and that danger at a 
distance is always magnified. He was followed by 
the sixth legion, and thirteen thousand veterans, 
forming together a considerable army. The fleet at 
Pontus had orders to assemble at Byzantium. That 
statioii was thought convenient, as Mucianus had 
not yet determined, whether he should not avoid the 
territory of IMtesia, and proceed in force to Dyrrha- 
chium ; while his naval armament commanded the 
8ea9 of Italy, and, by consequence, protected the 
coasts of Achaia and Asia against the attempts of 
TitelliuS) who^ in that case, would not only see 
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■ ^^ tj, Q^ whole coast of Calabria and Lucania kept in a coor 

K^ii. ^^^^^ alarm. 



69. 



LXXXIV. Throughout the provinces nofliing 
was heard but the din and bustte of warlike prepa* 
rations. Sddiers were assembling; ships were pre- 
paring for sea, and the ctink of armomrers rcsoand- 
ed in every quarter. How to raise supplies of money 
wa^ the chief difllculty. Pecuniary funds, Mucianos 
used to say, were the sinews of war. For this par* 
pose, ill all questions touching the sum demandedi 
he regarded neither the truth nor flie justice of the 
case. To be rich was to be liable to taiuttion, and 
money was to be raised in all events. InfiNrmalions 
followed without number, and confiscations withoat 
mercy. Oppressive as these proceedings were, the 
necessity of the times gave a colourable excuse; bat 
the misfortune was, the practice did not cease with 
the war, but continued, in Ae season of profound 
peace, to harass and oppresB mankind. Yespanan, in 
the beginning of his reign, showed no disposition to 
enrich his coffer» by ads of injustice; bat, being 
corrupted afterwards by tiie smiles of fortune, and 
listening to pernicious counsels, he learned the arte 
of rapacity, and dared to practise them (a). Mucia* 
nns, from his own funds, contributed to the exigen* 
cies of the war, generous from his private pane, 
that he might afterwards indemnify himself at the 
expense of the pnUic. The rest of the officers, M- 
lowing his example, advanced sums of money, bat 
were not, in like manner, repaid with uaory. 
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LXXXV. Vespasian, in ,the mean time, saw his book 
aflfaira assame a promising aspect. The army in II- 
Ijricam went over to his interest In Massia the third 
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legion revolted, and drew after them the eighth, and ^^* 
also the seventh, called the Claudian ; both devoted 
to Otho, though not engaged in the action at Bedri- 
acum. Before the battle, thej had advanced as far 
as Aquileia; and being at that place informed of a 
total overthrow, they assaulted the messengers who 
brought the news ; broke to shivers the standards 
that displayed the name of Yitellius; plundered the 
military chests; and, having divided the spoil, pro- 
ceeded to every act of outrage and sedition. Con- 
scious of that offence, and dreading the punishment 
that might follow, they consulted together, and clear- 
ly saw, that what they had done required a « pardon 
from Yitellius, but with Vespasian stood in the light 
of real merit. To strengthen their cause, they sent 
dispatches to the army in Pannonia, inviting them to 
join the league; detwmined, if they did not comply, 
to compel them by force of arms. In this juncture, 
Aponius Saturninus (a), governor of Maesia, conceiv- 
ed the design of perpetrating a barbarous murden 
Under colour of public zeaK but with malice fester- 
hig at his heart, he dispatched a centurion to murder 
Tertius JuUanus, who commanded the seventh le- 
gion. That ofiScer had timely notice. He provided 
lumsetf with guides, who knew the course of the 
country, and escaped through de\ious tracks as far 
as mount Hsemus. From that time, he took no part 
in the civil war. He affected often to be on the point 
of setting oat to job Vespasian ; but dekj^yed his jouiv 
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^ ^ ^ hesitating, waiting for intelligence, and, daring the 

.^^: whole war, resolving without decision. 
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LXXXYI. In Pannonia, the thirteenth l^ion, 
and the seventh, called the Galbian, embraced the 
interest df Vespasian. They still remembered, widi 
indignation, their defeat at Bedriacum, and the in- 
fluence of Antonius Primus proved a powerful in- 
stigation. That oflScer, convicted of forgery (a) in 
the reign of Nero,- remained obnoxious to the laws, 
till, among the evils that spring from civil dissension, 
he r^e from infamy to his senatorian rank. He was 
advanced by Galba to the command of the seventh 
legion, and, according to report, oflTered himself to 
Otho, desiring, by letters, the rank of general 
against his benefactor. Otho paid no attention to 
the proposal, and, by consequence, Antonius remain- 
ed inactive. In the present juncture, seeing a storm 
ready to burst upon Vitellius, he veered round to 
Vespasian, and became the grand support of the 
party. To his vices be united great and useful 
qualities: brave and valiant, he possessed uncom- 
mon eloquence; an artful and insidious enemy, he 
had the art of involving others in danger; in popular 
insurrections, a bold and turbulent leader; at once a 
plunderer sEnd a prodigal, what he gained by rapine 
he squandered in corruption ; during the calm seaaoii 
of peace, a pernicious citizen ; in war, an officer not 
to be neglected 

The armies of Massia and Pannonia formed a 
tanfitioD, and drew the forces of Dalmatia into the 
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rerolt The consular governors of those provinces book 
were neutral on the occasion ; they took no share in ^ ^ ^ 
the business^ nor did the soldiers wait for their di- ^^* 

A. U» 

rection. Titus Ampius Flavianus ruled in Pannonia, ^»* 
and Poppaeus Silvanus in Dalmatia; botli rich, and 
advanced in years. Cornelius Fuscus, descended 
from illustrious ancestors, and then in the*vigour of 
life, was, at the same time, imperial procurator. In 
his youth he had resigned his senatorian rank, to 
seek in soUtude a retreat from public business. 
Joining afterwards with Galba, he drew fprth, in 
support of that emperor, the strength of his own 
colony, and for his services obtained the ptat of 
procurator. In the present commotions^ he declared 
for Vespasian; and, by his ardent spirit, gave life 
and vigour to the cause. Self-interest did not mix 
with the motives that determined his conduct His 
pride was in the field of action. He gloried in facing 
danger, and despised the reward of merit. War was 
his passion; and, though possessed of an ample for^^ 
tune, he preferred a life of enterprise to indolence 
and his own personal safety. He acted in concert 
with Antonius Primus, and both exerted them- 
selves to kindle the flame of war in every quarter. 
Where they saw a discontented spirit, they were 
sure to increase it by infusions of their own venom. 
They sent dispatches to the fourteenth legion in 
Britain, and to the first in Spain, knowing that both 
had favoured the cause of Otho against Vitellius. 
Their letters were s^pread all over Gaul, and, by 
tfieir joint efforts, the Roman world was roused to 
arms. The forces in Illyricum declared for Vespa- 
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\ i^Q^ was struck, the troops stood ready to take the field. 

'822. ' 
A. U. 

^9- LXXXYIL While Vespasian and the leaders of 
his party were thus employed in concerting mea- 
sures throughout the provinces, VitelUus, sunk in 
sloth, and growing every day more contemptible, ad- 
vanced by slow marches towards the city of Rome. 
In all the villas and municipal towns through which 
he passed, carousing festivals were sujfficient to re- 
tard a man abandoned to his pleasures. He was 
followed by an unwieldy multitude, not less than 
sixty thousand men iu arms, all corrupted by a life 
of debauchery. The number of retainers and fol- 
lowers of thd army was still greater, aU disposed to 
riot and insolence, even beyond the natural bent of 
the vilest slaves. To these must be added a train 
of officers and servile courtiers, too haughty to be 
restrained within due bounds, even thon^ the 
chief had practised the strictest discipline. The 
crowd was still increased by a conflux of senators 
and Roman knights who came from Rome to greet 
die prince on his way; some impelled by fear,otberi 
to pay their court, and numbers, not to be thought 
sullen or disaffected. All went with the current. 
The populace rushed forth in crowds, accompanied 
by an infamous band of pimps, of players, buffixms, 
and charioteers, by their utility in vicious pleasures 
all well known and dear to Yitellius. Such were 
the disgraceful connexions of the emp^t>r, and he 
enjoyed them without a blush. To suf^ly «o vast 
a body with provisions, the colonies and municqial 
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cities were exhausted; the fruits of the earth, then book 

II. 
ripe and fit for use, were carried oflF; the husband* \ uc 

man was plundered ; and his land^ as if it were an f^i 

enemy's country, was laid waste and mined. ^^ 

LXXXVIII. The fierce animosity that broke 
out at Ticinum between the legions and the auxilia- 
ries, was not yet extinguished. Frequent quarrels 
occurred, and ended always in mutual slaughter. 
Against the peasants and farmers they were sure to 
be unanimous, but agreed in nothing else. The 
most dreadful carnage happened within seven miles 
of Rome. At that place Yitellius ordered victuals, 
ready dressed, to be distributed among the soldiers, 
as if he had prepared a feast to pamper a band of 
gladiators. The common people, who had come in 
crowds from Rome, were dispersed through the 
camp. To divert themselves with what they thought 
an arch and pleasant trick, they cut away the belts 
of the soldiers, and with an air of humour asked, 
Whether they were properly accoutred? The sol- 
diers bad no taste for raillery. They retaliated with 
their weapons, and fell with fury on the defenceless 
multitude. Among the slain was the father of one 
of the soldiers, killed as he stood engaged in con- 
versation with his son. The unhappy victim was 
soon known; and, by that incident, the further effu- 
sion of blood was prevented. Rome, in the mean 
time, was thrown into consternation. A number of 
soldiers entered the city in a tumultuous manner, 
and rasbed forward to Uie forum, impatient to see 
the spot where Gralba perished Covered with the 
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^ ^' spears, the spectacle which they exhibited to the 

^^- Roman citizens was fierce and hideous. Unused to 

A* I). I 

69. crowded streets, they had not the skiU to conduct 
themselves amidst a vast concourse of people, but 
with rude force pushed against the passengers; and 
sometimes slipping down, or, as might happen, 
thrown by the pressure of the throng, they rose 
hastily to resent what was no more than an accident, 
and from abusive language proceeded sword in hand 
to the most violent outrages. The tribunes and cen- 
turions, at the head of their troops of cavalry, pa- 
raded the streets in a warlike manner, and spread 
a general panic through the city. 

LXXXIX. Yitellius himself, in his military ap- 
parel, mounted oh a superb horse, advanced from 
the Milvian bridge, while the senate and the people 
pressed on before him to make way for (heir new 
master. His friends however remonstrated against his 
making a public entry in a military style, like a con- 
queror marching into a city taken by storm. He con* 
formed to their advice, and, having put on his senato- 
rian robe, made his entry in a pacific manner. His 
troops followed in regular order. The eagles of four 
legions led the way, with an equal number of stan- 
dards on each side. The colours of twelve squadrons 
of horse were displayed with great pomp. The in- 
fantry followed, and after them tiie cavalry. The pro- 
cession was closed by four-and-thirty cohorts, dis- 
tinguished by the arms and habits of their req)ective 
nations. The praefects of the camp, tlie tribunes, and 
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principal centurions, arrayed in white, preceded their book 
several eagles. The rest of the officers marched at ^ ^j g. 
the bead of their companies. The blaze of arms and ^^^ 
rich apparel added splendour to the scene. The bum*- ^^ 
ished collars of the common men*, and the trappings 
of the horses, glittered to the eye, while the whole 
presented a magnificent spectacle, worthy of a bet- 
ter emperor. In this manner Yitellius proceeded to 
the capitol, and there embracing his mother (a), sa- 
luted her by the name of Augusta. 

XG. On the following day, Yitellius delivered a 
public harangue, and spoke of himself in magnifi- 
cent terms, as if he had for his audience the senate 
and people of a foreign city. He assumed the virtues 
of industry and temperance ; never considering, that 
he was in the hearing of men who had seen his vices, 
and that every part of Italy, through which he had 
passed, had known and felt his abandoned profliga- 
cy. The populace, as usual, knowing neither truth 
nor falsehood, and indifferent about both, paid their 
tribute of flattery with noise and uproar. They 
pressed him to accept the title of Augustus: he de- 
dined it for some time, but the voice of the rabble 
prevailed. He yielded to their importunity; but his 
compliaDce was useless, and the honour was of short 
duration. 

XCI. In a city, where superstition interpreted 
ev^ thing, the first act of Yitellius, in the character 
of sovereign pontiff", was considered as an omen 
that portended mischief. He issued an edict con- 
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- , _'^, the fifteenth before the calends of August, a day, 
^^- rendered inauspicious by two victories formerly 
69. obtained over the armies of Rome ; one at Gremen 
(a), and the other at Allia. But Yitellius was iinac- 
quainted with the antiquities of his country. He 
knew nothing of laws, either human or divine. The 
same stupidity possessed his friends and his band 
of freedmen. The whole court seemed to be in a 
state of intoxication. In the assemblies held for the 
election of consuls (b), Yitellius assumed noifaiiig 
above the rights of a citizen. He behaved to the 
condidates on a footing of equality. He attended b 
the theatre giving his applause as a common specta- 
tor, and in the circus, mixing with the factions 
of the populace. By those arts he tried to gain the 
suffrages of the electors ; arts, it must be acknow- 
ledged, often practised, and, when subservient to 
honest purposes, not to be condemned. But in a 
roan like Yitellius, whose former life was too well 
known (c), the artifice served only to sink him into 
contempt 

He went frequently to the senate, even on frivo- 
lous occasions, when the subject of debate was al- 
together uninteresting. In that assembly Helvidias 
Priscus (d), praetor elect, happened to differ finom 
the opinion of the emperor. Yitellius took fire in 
the moment, but, checking himself in time, called 
upon the tribunes of the people to support his au- 
thority. His friends, apprehending the consequences 
of a deep and smothered resentment, interposed 
widi their good offices to soften prejudice. His as- 
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swer was, ^* Nothing new has happened: two sena- book 
"tors have differed in opinion: and is not that a ^ ^' ^ - 
" common occurrence? I have myself often opposed ^^^* 
"the sentiments of Thrasea" (a). The allusion to ^5- 
a character so truly eminent provoked a smile of 
contempt Some, however, were glad to find, that, 
instead of the men who glittered in the sunshine 
of a court, he chose Thrasea for the model of true 
greatness. 

XCII. Publius Sabinus, the praefect of a cohort, 
and Julius Prisons, a centurion, were advanced 
from those inferior stations to the command of the 
prastorian guards. The former owed bis elevation 
to the friendship of Valens, and the latter to that of 
Caecina. By those two ministers, though always at 
variance with each other, the whole power of the 
state was usurped and exercised. The authority 
of the emperor was merely nominal. Yalens and 
Gaecina transacted every thing. Their mutual ani- 
mosity, which had been suppressed during the war, 
but not extinguished, broke out at Rome with re- 
doubled violence. Their friends, with officious care, 
envenomed the minds of the rival statesmen, and the 
various factions that for ever distract the city of 
Rome, furnished every day new materials to in* 
flame their jealousy. They vied with each other for 
pre-eminence, and, by intrigue, by cabal, by their 
train of followers, and their crowded levees, endea- 
voured to manifest their superiority; while Vitellius 
wavered between both, and, as his inclination shift- 
ed, the balance changed alternately from one to 
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waS) therefore, like all ill-gotten power, uncertain 
and precarious. They saw the caprice that marie* 



II. 



A. u. c. 

822. 
A. D. 

^' ed the character of Yitellius, one moment inflamed 
with anger, and the next, lavish of bis favours. 
Neither of the ministers could be sure of fixing the 
affections of his master, and both despised and fear» 
ed him. 

Nothing, however, could satisfy their rapacity: 
they seized houses, gardens, and the whole wealth 
of the empire; while a number of illustrious men, 
whom Galba had recalled from banishment, were 
left to languish in distress and poverty. Their 
situation awakened no compassion in the breast of 
the emperor. He restored them, it is true, to their 
rights over their freedmen ; and, by that act of jus* 
tice, not only gratified the senators and other gran- 
dees of the city, but also gained the applause of the 
populace. But even this show of benignity was ren* 
dered useless by the low cunuing that marks the ge^ 
nius of slavery. To evade the claims of their patrons, 
the freedmen concealed their wealth in obscure 
places, or else deposited it in the custody of the 
great. Some of them contrived to insinuate them- 
selves into the imperial family, and, there growing 
into favour, looked down with pride and insolence 
on their disappointed masters. 

• 

XCIII. The multitude of soldiers was so enor- 
mous, that the camp overflowed, and poured the 
redundant numbers into the city; a wild disorderly 
band, who fixed their station in the public portkxM^ 
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and even in the temples. The men wandered about book 
the streets of Rome, so utterly careless, that they ^, ^.c. 
forgot where they were quartered. Having no re- ^^]\^ 
galar place of rendezvous, and performing no kind v ^^* 
of duty, they gave themselves up to the dissolute 
manners of the city, and the practice of vices too. 
foul to be named. In this course of life, their 
bodily strength decayed; the vigour of their minds 
was sunk in sloth, and their health entirely neglect- 
ed. They chose for their abode the most vile and 
infamous places in the neighbourhood of the Yati* 
can (a), where they contracted diseases, till an 
epidemic distemper began to rage amongst them. 
A dreadful mortality followed. The Gauls and 
Germans suffered most by their own impradence. 
Infected with disorders, inflamed with fevers, and 
being naturally impatient > of heat, tliey plunged 
into the Tiber, which unluckily was near at hand, 
and took delight in cooling their limbs; which 
proved a remedy as bad as the disease. The eonfu* 
sion, introduced by another circumstance, proved 
the bane of the army. It was thought advisable to 
raise sixteen cohorts (b) for the praetorian camp, 
and four for the city, each to consist of a thousand 
men. This measure, by cabds among the soldiers, 
and the jealousy subsisting between the two com- 
manding officers, was the ruin of all discipline. Ya- 
lens arrogated to himself the chief direction of the 
business. He had relieved Cascina and his army, 
and on that account claimed pre-eminence. The 
Yitellian party had certainly gained no advantage 
orer the enemy, till the arrival of Yalens gave life 
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— ^^f-r march was at first liable to censure, the victory that 
8i2 followed made ample atonement, and redeemed the 
69. character of the general. The soldiers from the 
Lower Germany were to a man devoted to his in- 
terest. It was upon this occasion, according to the 
general opinion, that Caecina first began to medi- 
tate the treachery, which he afterwards carried into 
execution. 

XCIV. The indulgence shown by Vitellius to 
his principal oflicers, was exceeded by nothing bat 
the licentiousness of the common soldiers. Each 
man enrolled himself in what company he thought 
proper, and chose his own station in the service. 
Some preferred the city cohorts; and without con- 
sidering merit or fitness for that employment, their 
wish was gratified. Others, who ought to have been 
selected, were suffered^ at their own will and plea- 
sure,'" to continue in the legions or the cavalry. 
This was the choice of numbers, who had impaired 
their constitutions, and were therefore witting to 
remove from the sultry heats of Italy to a more 
temperate climate. By these arrangem^ts, the 
main strength of the legions and the cavalry was 
drafted away. A motley body of twenty thousand 
men was formed out of the whole army, without 
choice or judgment. The consequence was, that the 
camp retained neither the strength nor the beauty of 
military system. 

Vitellius thought fit to harangue the soldiers. 
In the midst of his speech a clamour broke out, 
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demanding the execution of Asiaticus, and of Fla- book 
vius, and Rufinus, who had befita commanders in 



A. u. c. 



Gaul, and listed on the side of Vindex. Nor did /^; 
Vitellius endeavour to appease the tumult From ^^* 
his sluggish temper nothing like firmness or autho- 
rity could be ex{!^ected. He knew that the time for 
discharging the promised donative was drawing near, 
and having no funds to answer the expectation of 
the soldiers, he thought it his best policy to atone 
by mean compliances for that deficiency. In order, 
however, to raise supplies, a tax was imposed on all 
the freedmen of former emperors, to be collected in 
proportion to the number of their slaves. To squan- 
der with wild profusion, was the only use of money 
known to Vitellius. He built a set of stables for the 
charioteers, and kept in the circus a constant spec- 
tacle of gladiators and wild beasts ; in this manner 
dissipating with prodigality, as if his treasury over- 
flowed with 'riches. 

XCV. Gaecina and Valens resolved to celebrate ^ 
the birthday (a) of their master with all demonstra- 
tions of joy. They gave a show of gladiators in 
every quarter of the city, with a display of pomp 
and magnificence beyond all example. Vitellius re- 
solved to solemnize the obsequies of Nero. He 
erected altars to that emperor in the Field of Mars. 
The sight was highly pleasing to the vile and pro- 
fligate, but gave disgust to all who had any princi* 
pie, or a spark of remaining virtue. Victims were 
slain, fires were kindled, and the torch was carried 
bf the Augustan priests, an order dedicated by 
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u 
-— TTTT consecrated by Rdmulus to Tatius (6) the Sabine 

^^- king. From the victory at Bedriacum four months 
^* had not elapsed ; and yet, in that short time, Asiati» 
cus, the manumitted slave of the emperor, had al* 
ready accumulated riches nothing short of the Poly- 
cleti, the Patrobii, and others of the servile race, 
whose names have been given up to the execration 
of mankind. The court of Yitellius was not the 
scene of honest emulation. No man endeavoured to 
rise by his virtue or his talents. The road to prefer- 
ment was open to vice and luxury. He who enter- 
tained the prince in the gayest manner, and with 
sumptuous banquets glutted that cfavfaig appetite, 
was sure to be in favour. To enjoy die present 
hour, and seize with avidity the pleasures near at 
hand, was the whole occupation of Yitellius. Fu- 
ture events and distant consequences gave him no 
solicitude. He is said to have dissipated in a few 
months no less than nine millions of sesterces. Such 
was the sad condition of Rome ; a great yet miserable 
ci^, obliged, in the space of one year, to groan un- 
der the yoke of an Otho and a Yitellius ; and stifl 
worse, to suffer the depredations of Yinius, Yalens, 
Icelus, and Asiaticus, till the people were at length 
trrasferred, like a herd of slaves, to Mucianus and 
Marcellus (c). New men succeeded, but the met* 
sures were still the same. 

XCYL The first intelligence of a revolt, that 
reached the ear of Yitellius, was that of the third 
l^on in niyricum. The account was sent, by Apo- 
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niu8 Saturninus. before ttiat officer had formed his book 
resolution to join Vespasian. His dispatches, made ^. v.c. 
up in the first tumult of surprise, did not state the ^^, 
whole of the mischief. The creatunes of the court, ^* 
to sooth their master, endeavoured to palliate every 
circumstance. They called it the seditious spirit of 
one legion only, while every other army preserved 
unshaken fidelity, and there was, therefore, no dan- 
ger to be apprehended. Yitellius addressed the sol- 
diers to the same effect. He added that the prae- 
torians, lately disbanded, were the authors of false 
reports, fabricated with a seditious intent to disturb 
the public peace: but still there was no reason to 
fear a civil war. He made no mention of Vespasian; 
and to suppress all talk among the populace, a band 
of soldiers bad orders to parade the streets. The 
policy, however, did not answer the end. Silence 
was commanded, and the people talked with greater 
fireedom. 

• 

XCVH. Dispatches were, notwithstanding, sent 
to Germany, to Spain, and Britain, for a supply of 
men ; but, as Yitellius wished to conceal the urgency 
of his affiurs, his orders were not decisive, and, by 
consequence, the governors of the provinces were 
in no haste to obey. Hordeonius Flaccus (a), who 
commanded on the banks of the Rhine, having rea* 
son to fear the designs of the Batavians, expected 
to have a war upon his hands (6), and therefore 
thought it prudent not to diminish his force. In 
Britain, Vectius Bolanus was kept in a constant 
alarm by the restless genius of the natives^ At the 
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j^ ^' ^ tween Yitellius and Vespasian. Spain showed no 

^^'^^ alacrity. That country, left without a governor of 
^' proconsular authority, was under the direction of 
three commanders of legions, all equal in rank, and 
all willing, as long as Yitellius flourished in pros- 
perity^ to hold (heir employments under him, but in 
the day of distress ready to abandon his cause. Af- 
fairs in Africa wore a better aspect. The l^on and 
the cohorts, which had been raised in that country by 
Clodius Macer, and disbanded by Galba, were again 
embodied by order of Yitellius, and tlie young men 
of the nation went in crowds to be enrolled in the 
service. The fact was, Yitellius and Yespasian bad 
been proconsuls in Africa: the former governed 
with moderation, and was remembered with gra- 
titude; the latter incurred the hatred of the peo- 
ple (c). ' From passed transactions, the province 
and the allies in the neighbourhood formed their 
idea of what they had to expect under the reiga 
of either of them: but the event convinced them 
of their error. 

XCYIII. The exertions in Africa were at first 
carried on with vigour. Yalerius Festus, the go- 
vernor of the province, co-operated with the zeal of 
the people, but in a short time began to waver 
between the contending parties. In his letters and 
public edicts he stood firm for Yitellius; his secret 
correspondence favoured Yespasian; and, by this 
duplicity, he hoped, in the end, to make terms for 
himself with the conqueror. In Rhaetia and the ad* 
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jacent parts of Gaal, certain emissaries, employed book 
by Vespasian's friends, were seized with letters and ^ jj ^ 
proclamations in their possession. They were sent j^^^. 
to Titeilius, and by his order put to death. Others, ^^* 
by their own address, or the protection of their 
friends, escaped detection. The consequence was, * 
that the measures adopted by Yitellius were known 
to the opposite party, while those of Vespasian re- 
mained an impenetrable secret. The stupidity of 
Yitellius gave the enemy this advantage in the out- 
set Afterwards, when the passes over the Panno- 
nian Alps (a) were secured by a chain of posts, all 
intelligence by land was entirely cut off; and by sea, 
the Etesian winds, that favoured the navigation to 
the east, were adverse to the homeward voyage. 

XGIX. Yitellius, finding that the advanced par- 
ties of the enemy had made an irruption into Italy, 
and news big with danger arriving from every 
quarter, gave orders to his generals to take the field 
without delay. Cascina undertook the command, 
while Yalens, who was just risen from a sick bed, 
remained at Rome for the recovery of his health. 
The German forces, marching out of the city, ex- 
hibited an appearance very different from the ferocity 
of their first approach. Their strength wasted; their 
vigour of mind depressed ; their numbers thinned; 
their horses slow and lifeless; their arms an incum- 
brance; and the men, drooping under the heat of the 
season, overpowered by the dust, and unable to en- 
dure the weather, presented to all who beheld their 
march, a languid, spiritless, and dejected army; 
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— II: — revolt 

A IT f * 

832. ' The character of Caecina must be taken into tiie 
69. * account. Ambition was his ruling passion: sloth and 
indolence, the effect of success and luxury, were 
vices newly contracted ; or, perhaps meditating even 
then a stroke of perfidy, it was part of his plan tD 
countenance whatever tended to impair the vigour 
of the army. The revolt of tliis commander has been 
ascribed by various writers to Flavins Sabinus, who 
had the address, by the means of Rubrius Gallus, 
his intermediate agent, to seduce Caecina to the in- 
terest of his brother, under positive assurances that 
the terms stipulated between them would be ratified 
by Vespasian. The jealousy subsisting between 
Caecina and Yalens had its effect on the mind of an 
aspiring chief, who saw his rival in the highest credit 
with Yitellius, and was, therefore, easily persuaded 
to merit the protection of a new prince. 

C. Caecina took leave of Yitellius, and received at 
parting the highest marks of distinction. He sent 
forward a detachment of the cavalry to take posses- 
sion of Cremona. The veterans of the fourteenth (a) 
and sixteenth legions followed, and after them the 
fifth and twenty-second. The rear was closed by the 
twenty-first, distinguished by the name of Rafax, 
and the first legion called the Italic, with the vex- 
illaries of three British legions, and the flower of the 
auxiliary forces. Caecina was no sooner set out on 
his expedition, than Yalens sent directions to th» 
army, which he had conducted into Italy, to wait 
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for his arrival, according to the plan which, he said, book 
was settled between himself and Caecina. But the — — — 

A. u. c. 
latter, being on the spot, and, by consequence, hay-" ^22. 

log greater weight and influence, assured the men 69. ' 

that upon mature deliberation, that whole plan bad 

been altered, to the end that they might meet the 

first impression of the enemy with the united vigour 

of (he army. Having thus secured in his own hands 

• 

the whole command, he ordered the legions to pro- 
ceed by rapid marches to Cremona, while a large 
detachment went forward to Hostilia (b). He himself 
turned off towards Ravenna, under a pretence of 
conferring with the officers of the fleet, but, in fact, 
with a design to make tlie best of his way to the 
city of Pavia, ju<%ing that place the fittest for a 
treasonable convention. He there met Lucilius Bas- 
sus, (c) a man, who, from a squadron of horse, had 
been raised by Vitellius to the command of two fleets, 
one at Ravenna, and the other at Misenum. Not 
content with that sudden rise, he thought himself 
entitled to be made prasfect of the prsetorian guards. 
That disappointment he considered as an injury, « 

and therefore resolved to gratify his unjust resent* 
ment by a stroke of perfidy. For this purpose he 
jomed Caecina. Which seduced the other can not 
now be known. Two evil minds might form the same 
black design, and having formed it, they would find 
in congenial qualities a secret impulse to each other. 

CI. In the memoirs of various authors who com- 
posed their work during the reign of the Flavian 
family (a), we are told that Caecina acted on the 
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tranquillity, and the good of his country. But this 
seeais to be the language of flattery to the reigning 
^* prince. The conduct of Ccecina may be fairly traced 
to other motives. The natural inconstancy of the 
man, and, after his treachery lo |6alba, the confirm- 
ed habit of betraying without a blush, would be 
sufficient to remove all doubt, if we had not to add 
to the account his disappointed ambition, and the 
corrosions of envy, with which he saw himself 
eclipsed by the superior genius of his rival. Rattier 
than be sqpplanted by others in the esteem of Yi- 
tellius, the ruin of that emperor was his remedy. 

Having settled his plan of operations with Bas- 
sus, Cascina once more put himself at the head of 
the legions, and by various artifices began to un- 
dermine the interest of Yitellius, and wean the cen- 
turions and soldiers from all affection for his persoiip 
Bassus, on his part was equally active, and met 
with little difficulty. The officers and men belong- 
ing to the fleet remembered that they had lately dis- 
tinguished themselves in the cause of Otfao, and 
were therefore ready to declare against the enemj 
who had triumphed over him. 

END OF BOOK II. 
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of their operations. Antonius is for expedition. The army 
under his conduct arrives in Italy. Arrius Varus accom- 
panies Antonius as second in command. VI. They take 
possession of Aquileia and other cities. VIII. Antonius 
fixes the seat of war at Verona. Vespasian ignorant of the 
rapid progress in Italy. By his letters he had advised cau- 
tion and delay. Mucianus wrote to the same effect. IX« 
Letters pass between Caecina and Vespasian^s generals. 
X. A violent sedition among Vespasian's Iroops appeased 
by Antonius. XII«. Lucilin^ Bassus and Ca^cina conspire 
to betray Vitellius. The fleet at Ravenna revolts to Ves- 
pasian. L. Bassus is seized, and sent to Mennius Rufinus; 
be is loaded with fetters, but released by the authority of 
Hormus, one of Vespasian's freedmen. XIII. Cscina 
proposes a general revolt of the army. By his advice seve- 
ral swear fidelity to Vespasian. The soldiers discontent* 
cd with the proceeding. They put Caecina in irons. XV. 
Antonius arrives at Bedriacum. A battle with the Vitel- 
lians. Vespasian's army gains the victory; the soldiers 
eager to push forward to Cremona. XX. Antonius ha- 
rangues the men, and restrains their impetuosity. XXI. 
The Vitellians, reinforced by six legions, return to the 
chaise. Antonius gives them a warm reception. A battle 
is fought with great obstinacy. The Vitellians are put to 
the rout. XXV. A son kills his father in battle, and weeps 
over him as soon as he perceives what he has done. XXVI. 
CreflQona besieged. The Vitellian officers inclined to a 
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sairender: they release Cecina, wishing him to nake terms 
for them with the conqueror. Cecina rejects their proposal. 
Cremona submits to Antonius, His soldiers, notwithstaad- 
ing, rush into the town, and commit dreadful outrages. 
Cremona burnt to the ground. XXXVI. Yiteilius immersed 
in loiury. He convenes the senate. Cecina, in his absence, 
condemned by the fathers. Rosius Regulus enters on the 
consulship for one day. XXXVIII. The murder of Junius 
Blaesus, procured by Lucius Viteliius, tlie emperor's bto* 
ther. The character of Blaesus. XL, Fabius Valens, by 
his delay ai^d luxury, ruins the cause of Yiteilius. Being 
bformed of the defeat at Cremona, he flies with a few fol- 
lowers; puts to sea, and is taken prisoner. XLIV. Spain, 
Gaul, and the legions in Britain declare for Vespasian. 
Commotions among the natives of Britain excited by Ve« 
Bustts, the divorced husband of Cartismandua queen of the 
Brigantes. XLVL An insurrection among the German na- 
tions, and also in Dacia: the last quelled by Mucianiu. 
XLYII, A servile war stirred up in Pontus by a bold ad- 
venturer of the name of Anicetus: he is taken and put to 
death. XLVIIL Vespasian takes possession of Alexandria 
in Egypt, with a view to reduce Rome by famine. XUX. 
Antonius leaves part of his army at Verona, and marches 
forward in quest of the Vitellians. U. A soldier demands 
a reward for having killed his brother in battle: reflections 
on that unnatural conduct LII. Mucianus, in his letters Co 
Vespasian, charges Antonius with too much precipitation. 
LIII. Antonius complains against Mucianus in a stjrie of 
pride and resentment. The two generals become inveterate 
enemies. LIV. Vitellius endeavours to conceal the defeat 
at Cremona from the people at Rome. Remarkable firm- 
ness of Julius Agrestis, a centurion. LV. Vitellius orders 
the passes over the Apennine to be secured, and goes in 
person to the camp. LVI. Portents and prodigies. Vitellius 
himself the greatest prodigy. He returns to Rome. LVIL 
Revolt of the fleet atMisenum. The people of PnteoU de- 
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Glare for Tespatiaii* ^Ca)Nm firm for YiUflitH. Claodiii» 
Jnlianus goev over to Yttpasiao, and oiakaa bMHielf mat- 
ter of Terracina. LVIIL Lucius Titeliiiis, the emperor's 
brother, sent to eondactthe war in Campania. An army 
raised at Rome, but the senators and Roman knights relin- 
quish the undertaking. LIX. Yespasian's forces begin their 
mareh over the Apennine. Petilius Cerealis, disguised like 
a peasant, joins the army, and is reeeired as a general 
oficer. LX. The soldiers eager for action: Antonius makes 
an harangue, and restrains their yiolenee. LSI. A spirit of 
defection fwerails among the Viteliians. Priseus and Al- 
phenus leave the eamp, and return to Vitellius. LXII. Fa^ 
bins Yalens put to death at Urbinum: his character. LXIIL 
The Yitellian foroes at Namia lay down their arms. Ph)- 
posals fivm the enemy to Yitelh'us; he inclines to accept 
the-uflfer, and talks of a pleasant retreat LXIY. The lead- 
ing men at Rome endeavour to animate Flavius 8abinu% 
Yespasian's brother: he pleads his advanced age, and enlen 
into a treaty with Yiteliius. LXY. The treaty concluded 
in the temple of Apollo. LXYI. The friends of Yltdlius 
endeavour to inspire him with courage, but in vain. He 
comes forth from the palace, and makes a voluntary abdi- 
cation. He is forced by the soldiers and the populace to 
return to the palace. LXIX. Sabinus takes upon himself 
the government of Rome. The German soldiers declare 
against him. A skirmish ensues: The Yitellians have the 
advantage. Sabinus shuts himsdf up in the capitol. LXXI. 
The capitol besieged, and burnt to the ground. Reflections 
on that disaster. LXXIII. Sabinus and Quinctius Atticus the. 
consul, taken prisoners. LXXIY. Domitian concealed and 
saved by the address of a freedman. Sabinus dragged into 
the presence of Yiteliius, and by him well received, but 
murdered by the soldiers. His body thrown into the com- 
mou chame) of malefactors. LXXY. The character of Sa- 
binus. Quinctius Atticus, the consul, takes upon himself 
the guilt of setting fire to the capitol, and is saved I7 Yitel- 
▼01*. IV. SI 
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lius. LXXVI. TerraciM takeo by Lucios Fitelltas; Gan- 
diu8 Juliamis pot to death. LXXVIII. yeflpatiaD^a forces 
halt for several days amidst the ApeoDine . moantains; bat, 
roused at length by the destrocUon of the capitol, they 
pursue their march towards Rome. LXXIX. The Vitel- 
liaos gain the advantage over Petilius Cerealis in a battle 
at a ftmall distance from Rome. LXXX. Ambassadors sent 
to treat with Antonius. The soldiers attack the ambassa- 
dors; Arulenos Rusticus woonded. A prooession of the 
vestal vii^iDs. They are dismissed with respect, and Vi- 
teliius receives for answer, that the firing of the capitol has 
precluded all terms of accommodation. LXXXI. Vespa- 
sian's forces advance in three divisions to the city. Various 
engagements on the outside of the walls. The Vitellians 
routed. They rally in the city, and again face the enemy. 
LXXXIII. A dreadful slaughter ensues: Rome a scene of 
murder and debancheiy. The people behold the combat- 
ants, and applaud as at a public spectacle of gladiaCon. 
LXXXrV. The praetorian camp besieged and taken by Ves- 
pasian's soldiers. LXXXV. Vitellius detected in his loik- 
ing-place, and, after various insults from the populace, put 
to death. LXXXVl. The character of Vitellius. Domitian 
saluted by the name of Cesar. 

These transactions passed in a few months. 
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III. 



tjr, acting in concert, and with strict fidelity, laid . -.' 
the plan of their operations with better success, s^- 
They met at Pastovio (a), the winter quarters of (B9. ' 
ttie thirteenth legion, and there held a council of 
war The question on which they deliberated was, 
which was most advisable, to secure the passes 
over the Pannonian Alps, and there make halt till 
the forces behind came up to their support, or to 
push forward with vigour, and penetrate at once 
into Italy. Some proposed dilatory measures, in 
order to pursue the campaign with their united 
force. They founded their opinion on the following 
reason: ^ The fame and valour of the German 
^^ legions were greatly to be dreaded. Yitellius had 
^ been reinforced by the flower of the army in 
^^ Britain. The legions on the side of Yespasian 
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III " 

j^ P '^ " quered. They talked, indeed, with ferocity; bat 
11 ^ the minds of the vanquished are always depressed. 
^* ^ If the Alps were guarded by a chain of posts, 
^ Mucianus would have time to come op with the 
^ strength of the East, and Yeipasian, in the mean 
^ time, would remain master of the seas. He had 
(^ powerful fleets, and the provinces espoused his 
^^ cause. With these resources, he might, if neces- 
^^ sary, prepare his measures for a second war. The 
" advantages, therefore, which might arise from 
^ delay, were sufficiently evident; new succours 
^ would arrive, and their present force, in the mean 
^ time, would not be exposed to the chance of 
" war.'' 

It. Tfaii retooning was opposed by AiilMiiip 
Frimiis, the grand promoter of the confedetaey. 
^ Activity," he said, ^ wHl give every advaBtage to 
^ YespasiaD, and prove the rain of Tit^ius and hia 
^ party. The conqueror» have gained noAang by 
^ their victory; on the contrary^ their v^oiir is 
^^ melted down in sloth Md luxury. They are neither 
^ inured to a r^lar camp, nor trained to arms, 
^^ nor kept in exercise by militery duty. Dispersed 
^ through the municipai towns of Italy, they have 
^ lost their martial spirit, and now are soMiers to 
^^ their landlords only. Their taste of pleasure is a 
^* new acquirement, and they enjoy it with the same 
^^ spirit that formerly incited them to the most 
^^ ferocious deeds. The ch'cus, the theatre, and the 
^ depghts of Rome have sunk their vigcmr, aad 



^< disease has rendered diem imit for mUSturf doty, book 
^ Allow them tune, and they will recmit their XuTcT 
^( strength. The verjr idea ot war wiH animate their j^^ 
^^ drooping conrage. Thefk* resonrces are great: ^* 
'^ GremutDy is near at hand, and from diat hive new 
tt swums may issue forth; Britain is separated by a 
^ narrow channel; Spain and Gaul lie contiguous^ 
^ and from both they may draw supplies of men, 
^ and horses, and money. All Italy is thehrs, and 
^^ the wealth of Rome is at their mercy. Should 
^ they resolve to wage a distant war, they have two 
^^ fleets^ and the Ittyrian sea lies open to their opera- 
^^ tions^ In that case, what vrill be the use of posts 
^ and stations on the Fsnnonian Alps? and what the 
^^ advantage of drawing the war into lengdi? Wait 
^ for another campaign; and where, in the mean 
^^ time, are we to find supplies of mon^ and provi- 
«^ aions? To act with vigouvsis our best, our only 
^ expedient The legions of Pannonia were sur- 
^ prised, not conquered: they are now breadiing 
^ revenge; they wish for nothing so much as an 
^ opportunity to signaUze their valour in the field. 
^ The forces of Maesia (a) have neither wasted 
^ their strength, nor have they been humbled by a 
^ defeat If the itrengih on both sides ia to be 
^ estimated by the number of die men, and not of 
" the l^ons, the superiority is on the side of Yeih 
^ pasian. In his army no corruption, no licentious- 
^ iiesB. Even fwmer misfortunes are now i)£ use; 
^ the men have seen their error, and the sense of 
^ shame has eirtablished discipline and good order. 
^ In tbe last action the eavalry suffered no disgrace: 
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^ ^jp^ ^ adverse, they broke through the ranks of flie 
^^ ^ enemy. And if two squadrons of horse, one from 
^' ^ Pannonia, and the other from Massia could bear 
^ down all before them, what may not be expecteA 
^ from the joint force of sixteen squadrons, whose 
^ banners glitter in the service of Vespasian? Thdr 
^ impetuosity in the first onset, their uproar, the 
^ clangour of their arms, and the ctouds of dust 
^ raised by their horses^ hoc^s, will confound, dis- 
^ tract, and overwhelm a feeble enemy, who have 
^^ lost their warlike spirit. What I advise, I am will- 
^ ing to execute. Those who have not taken a deci- 
^ ded resolution, may, if they will, remain bdiind. 
^ Let them detain thqir legions. Give me the ligjht- 
^ armed cohorts: I ask no more. With those gallant 
^ soldiers my intention is to force a passage into Italy. 
'^ The Yitellians will shrink from the attack; and 
^ when you hear the tidings, you will then pursue 
^ the footsteps of Antonius, glad to follow where vie- 
" tory leads the way." 

ni. Such was the reasoning of this active parti- 
san. He delivered the whole with a spirit that con- 
vinced the prudent, and roused the timorous. His 
eyes flashed fire ; his voice expanded, that the c^i- 
turions and soldiers, who had pressed iiito the 
council-room, might hear the sentiments of a brave 
and experienced officer. All were carried away by 
a torrent of eloquence. The crowd extolled his 
courage, and despised the otfier officers for their 
want of spirit He, and he alone, was die man of 
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enterprise, the general worthy of the command. In book 
a former council of war, where Yespasian^s letters ^ ^\. 
were read to the whole meeting, Antonius had an- ^^^^ 
nounced his character, and made a deep impression ^^* 
on the minds of the soldiers. Upon that occasion, he 
entered with warmth into the debate, disdaining the 
little policy of using equivocal terms, which might 
afterwards receive the construction that suited the 
views of the speaker. Intrepid and decisive, he laid 
himself open at once. He spoke with that frank and 
generous ardour, which is always sure to captivate 
the affections of the army. The soldiers admired a 
general, whom they saw ready to share every dan- 
ger, and to be their partner in the rashness or the 
glory of the enterprise. 

lY . The person, who, in flie opinion of the com- 
mon men, filled the second place, was Cornelius 
Fuscus, the procurator of the provinca That offi* 
cer, by his freedom of speech, had already pledged 
himself to the cause: if it miscarried, his bold and 
forward censure of Yitellius left him no room to re- 
treat Titus Ampins Flavianus stood in a very dif- 
ferent light His natural slowness, rendered still 
more languid by the increase of years, drew upon 
him tfie suspicion of the soldiers, who knew that he 
was (a) allied to Yitellius. In the beginning of the 
present commotions, he fled from his post, to avoid 
the storm then gathering round him, and, shortly 
afterwards, returned to the province^ with intent, as 
was generally imagined, to execute some treacher- 
ooB design. He had made his eacape into Italy; but 
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III 
j^ ^'^ returned to Pannooia, and resumed bis anthwiti^, 

832. fQQ j Qf innoFation, and willing to hazard himself in 
^^' the troubles of a civil war. To tbk last step he was 
incited bjr the advice of Cornelius Fuscns, who 
wished to see him in Pbnnonia; not with a view <rf 
deriving advantage from hb talents, but because the 
name of a consular oflteer was of moment, and, in 
the first efforts of a partjr not yet estsUisbed, a per- 
son <^that rank might give credit and lustre to the 
cause 

Y. The march into Italy being ^e measure 
adopted, in' order to secure the passes over the 
mountains, letters were sent to Aponius Satnmhius 
(a), ordering^ him to advance, by rapid marches, 
with his army from Meesia. At the same time, that 
the provinces thus evacuated might not lie open to 
the incursions of barbarians on the borders, the 
chiefs of the lazyges (b), a people of Sarroatia, were 
engaged to co-operate with the Roman army. The 
new allies offered to bring into the field a body of 
the natives, and also their cavalry, in which consnls 
the strength of the country. Their service, however, 
was not accepted, lest a number of foreign merce- 
naries should take advantage of the distractions Oat 
convulsed the empire, or for better pay desert to 
the opposite party. The Suevian nation had, at all 
times^ given proof of their steady attachment to the 
interest of Rome; and no doubt being entertained 
of their fideKty, their two kings. Side and Italicus 
(c), were admitted into the league. On the confines 
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of Rhsetia^ where Pontius Septiinius, the procurator book 
of the province, remained firm to Yitellius, a range ^'t'c. 
of posts was stationed to bridle that part of the coun- ^^^ 
try. With this view Sextilius Felix was sent for- ^^* 
ward, at the head of a squadron of horse called 
AuRiANA (d), «ight cohorts and the militia of Nori- 
cum, with orders to line the banks of the river 
^nus (€), which divides Rhaetia from Noricum. 
Those two commanders were content to act on the 
defensive, and no engagement followed. The fate 
of empire was elsewhere decided. 

• 
YI. Antonius Primus began his march, at the 
head of a body of vexillaries drafted from the cohorts 
and a detachment of the cavalry. He pushed for- 
ward with eager speed to the invasion of Italy, ac- 
companied by Arrius Varus, an officer of distin- 

m 

guished valour, who had served under Corbulo (a) 
in Armenia, and from the talents and brilliant suc- 
cess of that applauded commander derived all his 
reputation. In secret cabals with Nero he is said to 
have whispered away the charactor of his general , 
converting into crimes the eminent virtues of that • 
great officer. He rose to the rank of principal cen- 
turion ; but his sudden advancement, obtained as it 
was by treacherous arts, proved his ruin in the end. 
Antonius, in conjunction with this commander, took 
possession of Aquileia. The adjacent towns submit- 
ted with alacrity. At Opitergium {b) and Altinum 
they were received with demonstrations of joy. At 
the last of those places a garri9on was left to check 
the operations of the fleet stationed at Ravenna, 
VOL. IV. 32 
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. ■■' ' cities of Patavium and Ateste {e) made a volnntary 
822. surrender. The two generals received intelligence 
69.' that three Vitellian cohorts, with the squadron of 
horse called Scriboniana, had tak^n post at Forum 
Allienum (d)^ and, after throwmg up a bridge, loi- 
tered away the time in careless security. The op- 
portunity seemed fair to attack them by surprise. 
At the dawn of. day the place was taken by storm^ 
before the enemy had time to get under arms. It 
had been previously issued out in orders, that after 
a moderate slaughter, the assailants should give 
quarter to the rest, and by the terror of iheir arms 
force them to join Yespasian^s party. Numbers sur- 
rendered at discretion ; but the greater part broke 
down the bridge, and saved themselves by flight 

y II. The fame of a victory, obtained in the be- 
ginning of the war, made an impression favourable 
. to Yespasian^s cause. In a short time after, two 
legions, namely, the seventh, called Galbiana, and 
the thirteenth., named Gemina {a) under the com- 
mand of Yedius Aquila, arrived at Padua. A few 
days were spent at that place to refresh the men. 
In that interval, Minucius Justus, praefect of the 
camp to the seventh legion, enforcing his order» 
with more severity than was consistent with the na- 
ture of a civil war, provoked the fuiy of the soldiers. 
He was ordered to join Yespasian, and by that ar- 
tifice he saved his life. Antonius, at that tinie^ had 
the judgment to do a public act, which had been 
long desired, and by consequence, gave univerBal 
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III. 
the rage of civil discord had levelled to the ground, ^ ^/^ 

to be again set up in all the municipal towna By ^' 

doing honour to the memory of Gaiba (6), and re*^ 69. 

viving the hopes pf a ruined party, Antonius had no 

doubt but he should greatly serve the cause in 

which he was embarked. 

YIII. Where to fix the seat of war was now a 
question of moment Yerona was thought the most 
eligible spot In that open champaign country (a), 
the cavalry, in which the strength of the army con* 
sisted, would have ample space; and the glory of 
wresting out of the hands of Vitellius a colony so 
strong and flourishing, would draw after it the 
.greatest advantages. The army pushed forward 
with rapidity, and, in their inarch, became masters 
of Yicetia (b) ; a city in itself of small importance, 
but being the birth-place of Cascina, the acquisition 
was deemed a triumph over the adverse general 
The reduction of Yerona brought an accession of 
wealth, and gave an example to other cities. More* 
over, as it lies between Rhaetia and the Julian Alps 
(c), it was a post of importance, where an army in 
force might command the pass into Italy, and ren- 
der it impervious to the German armies. Of these 
operations Vespasian had no knowledge; on the 
contrary his orders were, that the troops should 
halt at Aquileia, and push the war no further till 
Mucianus arrived with all his force. Yespasian ex- 
plained the motives that determined^ his councils. 
While he was master of iEgypt, the * granary of 
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^ ^'^ the most opulent provinces, the ViteUian army, for 
S2b. ^g^Qt of pay and provisions, might be forced to capi- 
69- tulate. Muclanus, in all his letters, recommended 
the same measure; adding that a victory obtained 
without blood, and without causing a tear to be shed, 
would be the truest glory. But those reasons were 
specious and ostensible only: avarice of fame was his 
motive; he wished to engross the whole honour of 
the war. But the fact was, Vespasian and his gene- 
ral planned their operations in a distant part of the 
world, and before their orders could arrive the blow 
was struck. 

IX. Antonius was not of a temper to remain in- 
active. He resolved to attempt the stations of the 
enemy. His attack was sudden ; and after trying in 
a slight engagement the strength and disposition of 
the Yitellians, he thought proper to desist Both 
parties retired with equal success. In a short time 
afterwards Caecina pitched his camp in the neigh- 
bourhood of Verona, between the village of Hostilia 
(a) and the morass on the banks of the river Tar- 
tarus (b). This post aflTorded him every advantage: 
he had the river in his rear, and the fens on each 
flank. He wanted nothing but fidelity. Beyond all 
question he had it in his power, with the whole 
strength of his army, to crush two legions under 
Antonius, who had not yet been joined by the 
Maesian army, or at least he might have forced 
them by a shameful flight to evacuate Italy. But he 
trifled away the time with specious delays, and 
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losing all his opportunities, treacherously sacriliced book 
the most precious moments of the war. He carried -^- ^ ^ 
on a correspondence with Antonius, content by bis j^^; 
letters to debate with a man whom he ought to have ^^* 
conquered. He continued to temporize, till by secret 
negotiations he settled the price of perfidy. 

During this suspense, Aponius Saturninus ar- 
rived at Verona with the seventh legion, called the 
Claudian, under the command of Yipstanius 
Messala, then in the rank of tribune ; a man of illus- 
trious birth, and of a character worthy of his an- 
cestors: of all who entered into tliat war, the only 
person who carried with him fair and honourable 
motives. With this reinforcement the army amount- 
ed to no more than three legioas; and yet to that 
inferior force (c) Cascina thought proper to dispatch 
a letter, condemning the rashness of men, who, after 
their late defeat, presumed again to try the fortune 
of the field. He extolled the bravery of the German 
soldiers, making the slightest mention of Yitellius, 
but with regard to Vespasian not hazarding one dis- 
respectful word. Nor was there in the whole tenour 
of his letter a single expression that tended either to 
impress the enemy with fear, or to induce them to 
revolt. Vespasian^s generals returned an answer in a 
style of niagnanimity. They entered into no defence 
of their former conduct; they bestowed the highest 
praise on Vespasian: relying on the goodness of their 
cause, they spoke with confidence of the event, and 
without reserve declaimed against Vitellius in the 
style of men who had nothing to fear. To the tri- 
bunes and centurions who had been rewarded by . 
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— !^^ favours, and in explicit terms invited Csdcina to join 

A. U. C. ' 

823. ' their party. The letters of that officer, and the several 
G9. ' answers, -were read, by order of Antonius, in the 
hearing of the army. The soldiers observe^ the cau- 
tion with which Carina spoke of Yes^ian, and 
the undisguised contempt of Vitellius expressed b^ 
the Flavian generals. From that circumstance they 
derived new alacrity, and thorough confidence in 
t[ieir cause. 

§ 

9 

X. Antonius, reinforced by the arrival of two le* 
gions, namely, the third, commanded by Dillias 
Aponianus, and the eighth, by Numisius Lupus, 
resolved to make a. display of his strength, and in- 
close Verona with lines of circumvallation. An ac- 
cident interrupted the progress of the works. It 
happened that the Galbian legion was employed in 
an advanced part of the trenches, fronting the enemy. 
They perceived at a distance a body of cavalry, and, 
though in fact they were friends, misto(A them for 
a party of the Yitellians. Thinking themselves be- 
trayed they seized their arms, and in the hurry of 
surpi^ise, charged Ampins Flavianus (a) as the au- 
thor of the plot They had no kind of proof; but 
^ they hated the man, and haired was sufficient evi- 
dence of his guilt They roared and clamoured for 
his blood ; and nothing less, they said, would satisfy 
their indignation. He was the kinsman of Yitellius, 
the b^rayer of Otho, and he had embezzled the 
donative intended for the soldiera These reproaches 
were loud and violent Flavianus endeavoured to 
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obtain a hearing; he stretched forth his hands f he boor 
prostrated himself before them, rent his garments, XuTcT 
beat his breast, and with tears and groans endea- ^^ 
Youred to mitigate resentment The men despised ^^* 
him in that abject condition, and from his distress 
infen*ed a confession of guilt. 

Aponius Satuminus attempted to speak, but was 
overpowered by a general' clamour. The rest of the 
officers were silenced in like manner. Antonius was 
&e only person who could make himself heard. To 
his authority and eloquence he united the art of ma- 
naging the temper of the soldiers. Their rage, how- 
ever, did not subside: from foul abuse they proceeded 
to violence, and even began to brandish their wea- 
pons. The general ordered Flavianus to be seized, 
and loaded with irons. This was understood to be no 
more than a subterfuge to elude the vengeance of 
the soldiers, who rushed to the tribunal, and, having 
dispersed the guards, threatened immediate execu- 
tion. Antonius opposed his bosom to their fury, and, 
drawing his sword, declared aloud that he would 
fall by their weapons or his own. He looked around, 
invoking the assistance of all, whom he either knew, 
or saw distinguished by any kind of militaiy deco- 
ration; he directed his eyes to the eagles and stan* 
dards, those gods of the camp, and in a pathetic ^ 
strain implored them to transfuse that frantic spirit 
into the breasts of the enemy (b). At length the se- 
dition began to abate, and day closing apace, the 
men withdrew to their tents. Iii the course of the 
night) Flavianus left the camp. He had not travelled 
far, when he received letters (c) from Vespasian, in 
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A.u c. of the prince- 

822. 
A. U. 

^^- XI. The frenzy of the soldiers did not stop 

here. It spread as it were by contagion, and fell 
with violence on Aponius Saturninus, who had 
brought with him the Maesian forcea A letter to 
Yitellius had been intercepted, and he was sup- 
posed to be the author. The stoiy was believed, 
and all were fired with resentment The tumult did 
not, as before, begin when the soldiers were fa* 
tigued with the labours of the day; it broke out at 
noon, when they were in full vigour, and for that 
reason more to be dreaded. How unlike the spirit 
of ancient times! Under the old republic, a gene- 
rous emulation in virtue and heroic valour was the 
only struggle in a Roman camp: but now to be the 
.foremost in sedition was the grand effort of a de- 
praved and licentious soldiery. The fury that show- 
ed itself against Flavianus was inflamed to madness 
against Saturninus. The Maesian legions made it a 
merit with the Pannonian army, that, in the late in- 
surrection, they had lent their assistance; and^ in 
returta, the Pannonians joined their friends, willing 
to encourage a munity, by which they hoped that 
their own guilt would be justified, or at least ex- 
cused. With this spirit all were ready to repeat 
their crime. They rushed to the gardens, where 
Saturninus was walking for recreation. Antonios 
opposeid the mutineers; Messala and AponianiK 
exerted iheir best endeavours, but without effect 
If Saturninus had not luckily found a lurking-place. 
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in the furnace of a bath not then in use, there is no book 
doubt but he must have fallen a sacrifice. As soon . ,. ^ 
as an opportunity offered, he dismissed his lictors, f ^ 

Jka Urn 

and made the best of his way to Padua. There be- ^* 
ing now no officer of consular rank left with the 
army, the whole command devolved upon Anto- 
nius. The soldiers were willing to submit to his 
authority. The other officers declined all competi- 
tion. But if the general did not, by secret practices, 
excite the two seditions, that he alone might gain 
the honour of the war without a rival, the suepi- 
cion, which numbers entertained, was injurious to 
his character. 

XIL During these transactions, the camp of ¥i- 
tellius was not free from disturbance. The discord 
there did not originate from suspicions entertained 
by the soldiers, but had its source in the perfidy of 
the general officers. Lucilius Bassus (a), who com- 
manded the fleet at Ravenna, had already dravm 
over to his party a number of (he 'marines, all natives 
of Daknatia and Pannonia, and, those provinces 
having all already declared for Fespasian, ready to 
foHow the example of their countrymen. The dead 
of night was chosen as the fit time for carrying their 
treasonable designs into execution. At that hour, 
when all was hushed in sleep, the conspirators 
agreed to meet in the quarter where the colours 
Were deposited. Bassus remained in his own house, 
conscious of his treachery, or, perhaps, alarmed for 
himself, and willing to wait the issue. The masters 
^f the galleys began the revolt. They seized the 
vol-. IV. 3S 
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^ ^'^ attempted to resist The common herd, with their 
82^ usual love of innovation, went over to Yespasian. 
^* Bassus, in that moment, ventured to appear, avow- 
ing himself the author of the treason. The fleet 
immediately chose another commander. Goroeliuf 
Fuscus was the person appointed. That officer soon 
appeared at Ravenna, and took upon him his new 
commission. By his order, Bassus, under a proper 
guard, but honourably treated, was obliged to em- 
bark for Atria (6). At that place he was thrown into 
fetters by Mennius Rufinus, who commanded die 
garrison ; but he was soon released at the desire of 
Hormus, one of Vespasian's freedmen, who, it seems, 
had the presumption to figure away among the gene^ 
ral officers. 

Xni. The defection of the fleet was no sooner 
known, than Carina, having removed out of tbe 
way the best part of his army under various pretexts 
of military duty, called a meeting of the princ^ 
centurions, and a select party of scMiers, in the 
place assigned for the eagles (a), the most pn^ate 
part of the camp. He there opened his mind witt- 
out reserve. He expatiated in praise of Yespasiafi, 
and painted forth in glaring colours flie strengdi of 
the combination formed in his favour. The fleet, he 
said, had revolted, and, by consequence, Italy would 
be distressed for provisions. Spain and both the 
Gauls were up in arms; at Rome the minds of m^i 
were wavering, and a storm was ready to burst upon 
Yitellius. The men whom Antonius had engaged 
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in the plot threw off the mask, and the rest, incited book 
by their example, took the oath of fidelity to Ves- XuTcT 
pasian. The images of Y itellius were torn from the ^^' 
ensigns, and dispatches were sent off with intelli- 
gence to the adverse army. This transaction was 
no sooner known in Csecina^s camp, than the rest 
of the soldiers rushed in a body to the quarter of 
die ea^es and standards. They saw the name of 
Vespasian displayed to view, and the images of 
YiteUios scattered about in fragments. A deep and 
suOen silence foDowed. A general uproar soon 
broke out, and with one voice the men exclaimed, 
^ Where is now the glory of the German armies? 
^^ Without hazarding a battle, and without a, wound, 
^ we must lay down our arms, and deliver our- 
^ selves to the en^ny botind in chains. And to 
^^ what enemy .^ To the legions lately vanquished by 
^ superior valour; nay, to a part of those legions; 
^ for the strength and bulwark of Others forces, the 
^ first and fourteenth, are not with th^ army. And 
^ is this the issue of our fame in arms, and of our 
^ late glorious victory.^ Did so many brave and 
^^ gallant soldiers distinguish themselves by their 
^ bravery in the field, that they might now, like a 
^ drove of slaves, be delivered up to Antonius, a 
^^ man formerly banished for his crimes (b) ? The 
^ fleet, we are told, has revolted: and shall eight 
^ legions be transferred as an appendage to their 
^ treachery? Bassus, it seems, will have it so; and 
^ such is the pleasure of Caecina. They have de- 
^ spoiled the prince of his houses, his gardens, and 
treasure, and ibey want now to rob him of his 
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"'' , ^ haods, wd in full possession of their strength and 

'sn. * (( vigour, are to yield without an engagement, and 

69. ' ^ bear the soorn and mockery of Vespasian and his 

^ party. To such as may hereafter desire an acr 

^ count of the battles we have fought, and the daa- 

^ gfin which we have encountered, what answer 

^^ shall we make?'^ 

XIV. Such were the complaints^ and such the 
language, not of individuals only, but of the whole 
body. Each man spoke bis feelings, and all concur- 
red in one general uproar. The fifth legion took the 
lead; they restored the images of Yiteilius; thef 
seized Ca^cina, and loaded him with fetters. Fabius 
Fabullus, commander of the fifth legion, and Cassius 
Longus, the prsefect of the camp, were declared 
commanders in chief. A party of marines belonging 
to three light galleys fell into the hands of the eiraged 
soldiery, and, though ignorant of all that passed, and 
innocent of the late defection, were to a man {mt to 
the sword. After this exploit, the discontei^ted troops 
broke up their camp, and, having demolished the 
bridge, marched back to Hostilia, and thence to 
Cremona, where the first legion, called Italica, and 
the one-and-twentieth, known by the name of Bapax, 
had been stationed by Ciecina. 

XY. Apprised of these transactions, Antonius 
resolved, while the enemy was still distracted, and 
dispersed at different stations, not to let the war 
laiiguish till the Vitellians began to act with.unani* 
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mi^, and the generals recovered their authority, book 
H^ knew that Valens had set out from Rome, and ^ ^ \. 
C^ina^s treachery, he bad reason to think, would ^^^ 
make him push forward with expedition to join the ^^* 
army. The zeal of Yalens for the cause in which 
he embarked, was sufficiently distinguished, and he 
was known to be an officer of experience. Besides 
this, a large body of Germans was expected to force 
their way through RluBtia into Italy, and Yitellius 
had sent fpr succours into Britan, Gaul, and Spain ; 
a formidable preparation, if Antonius had not deter- 
xxmed to strike a decisive blow. He moved with his 
whole army from Verona, and in two days arrive4 
at Bedriacum. On the following morning he set th^ 
legjons to work at the entrenchments, and, under 
ccdoiir of foraging, but in truth to give the men a 
relish for plunder, sent the auxiliary cohorts to ra* 
vQge the pl$iins near Cremona. To support them in 
tills expeditioD, he himself, at the head of foyr thou* 
sand horse, advanced eight miles beyond Bedriacum ; 
while his scouts took a wider range, to discover the 
motions of the enemy. 

XVI. About the fifth hour of the day, a soldier, 
at full qpieed, brought intelligence that the enemy 
was approaching. He had seen their advanced par- 
ties, jind distinctly heard the bustle of the whole 
army. Antonius began to prepare for action. While 
he was deUberating, Arrius Varus, eager to distin- 
guish himself, advanced at the head of a par^ of 
hoise, and put the front line of the Vitellians to the 
rout Tfbe slau^ter ^as inconsiderable. Apar^of 
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^'"'^ and changed the fortune of the field. Varus and hk 
^^- men were obliged to give ground, and they, who 
69. ' had pursued with eagerness, were now in the rear 
of the retreat In this rash action Antonius bad no 
share He foresaw the ^consequence, and now exert- 
ed himself to prevent further mischief. Having ex- 
horted his men, he ordered the cavahy to open their 
ranks, and draw off in two divisions towards the 
flanks of the army, in order to leave a void ^>ace for 
the reception of Varus and his routed party. The le- 
gions were called out, and, in the country round, 
the signal was given to the foraging cohorts to 
abandon their booty, and repair forthwith (o the 
field of battle. Varus, in the mean time, retnmed 
to the main body, covered with dismay, and by lus 
appearance diffusing terror through the ranks. He 
and his men had retreated with precipitation; the 
able and the wounded in one promiscuous panic fled 
before the enemy, all in wild confusion, and, on a 
Barrow causey, obstructing one another. 

XVn. Antonius in this pressing exigence, omit- 
ted nothing that could be expected from a com- 
mander of experience and undaunted valour. He 
rallied the broken ranks; where the men were gw- 
ing way, by his presence he revived their drooping 
courage; wherever there was either danger, or an 
advantage to be taken, he was ready on the spot, 
with his directions, witii his voice, with his sword, 
inspirmg courage, conspicuous in every part of die 
Mdj and manifest to ttie enemy. His courage rose ta 



W TACITUS. 263 

the bluest pitch, and transported him beyond him- book 
self. U a noWe fit of martial ardour he transfixed ' 
with his spear a standard-bearer in the act of flying, 822. 
and instantly seizing the colours, advanced against 69. 
the enemy. This bold exertion had its effect A 
party of the cavaby in number about an hundred, 
felt the disgrace of deserting their general, and re- 
turned to the charge. The nature of tiie ground 
favoured Antonius. The causey was narrowest m 
that part, and the bridge over the river (a) that flow- 
ed in the rear being broken down, the men could 
not pursue their flight where the banks were steep, 
and the fordable places were unknown. By this 
restraint, or by some turn of fortune, the battle was 
restored. The soldiers made a stand, and, having 
recovered their ranks, received the ViteUians, who 
rushed on with eagerness, but without order, and in 
a short time were put to the rout Antonius pressed 
on the rear of such as fled, and all who resisted died 
on the spot The rest of Vespasian's army acted 
as the impulse of individuals prompted; they secured 
their prisoners, they seized the arms and horses of 
the slain, and made the field resound with shouts 
of victory. The runaways, who had dispersed 
thmnselves in various quarters, heard the joyful 

acclamations of tiieir comrades, and to claim 

« 

part of the glory, hurried back to flie scene of 
action. 

XVin. At the distance of four miles from Cre- 
mona, the banners of the two I^ons called Rapax 
(a) and Italioa appeared in view. The advantage 
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^ ^j\. the day, was their motive for advancing so far; bat, 
j^^^^ seeing a reverse of fortune, they neitfier opened 
^^' their ranks to receive their flying friends, nor dar^ 
to attack an enemy at that time well nigh exhaust- 
ed by the labours of the day. In the hour of pros- 
perity they despised their general officers, and in 
their distress began to feel that they wanted an able 
commander. While they stood at gaze, irr^sohite, 
and covered with consternation, the cavalry of An- 
tonius attacked them with impetuous fury. Yipsta- 
nius Messala followed to support Ae ranks, at the 
head of the Massian auxiliaries, who, though th^ 
had made a long march, were so well inured to dis- 
cipline, that they were deemed nothing inferior to 
the legionary soldiers. The foot and cavalry, acting 
with united vigour, bore down all opposition. The 
Yitellians hoped to find within the walls of Cremona 
a safe shelter from the rage^ of a pursuing enemy, 
and for that reason, were less inclined to maintain 
the conffict 

XIX. Antonius did not think it prudent to pur- 
sue his advantage: he was content to remain master 
of the field. The victory, he knew, was dearly 
bought; and it behoved him to spare both men and 
horses, fatigued with toil, and fainting under Ibeir 
wounds. Towards the close of day, the whole force 
of Yespasian^s army arrived, and joined Antonius. 
Having seen on their march, the plains covered 
With dead bodies, and the ground still reeking with 
blood, they concluded, from so vast a scene of 
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slaughter, that the war was nearly over, and to book 
give the finishing blow, desired to be led on to /^uq/ 
Cremona, either to receive a voluntary surrender, ^^* 
or to carry the place by storm. This demand ^* 
sounded like courage and public spirit: but other 
motives were at the bottom. In their hearts the 
men argued for their own personal advantage. 
^^ Cremona,^ they said, ^^ was situated in an open 
^^ plain, and might be taken by assault The dark- 
^^ ness of the night would not abate their courage, 
^^ and for spoil and plunder that was the proper 
^^ season. If they waited for the return of day, 
^^ terms of peace might arrive; a capitulation would 
^^ be proposed; and in that case, what reward was* 
^^ the soldier to expect for all his labour, and his 
^^ blood spilt in the service? The cold, the useless 
^^ praise of moderation and humanity would be his 
^^only recompense, and the wealth of the place 
^^ virould fall to the principal officers. By the laws of 
^^ war^ when a town is carried by storm, the booty 
*^ belongs to the soldiers; but a surrender transfers 
^^ the whole to the generals.^ Inflamed by these 
eoneiderations, th^ disdained to listen to the tri- 
bunes and centurions; with the clangour of their 
arms they suppressed the voice of reason, determin- 
ed, if not led on to the attack, to shake of all au« 
thority. 

XX. Antottios made his way through the ranks, 
and, by his presence having commanded silence, 
Bpoke as follows: ^ It is neither in my temper nor 
^^ my intention to deprive a set of gallant soldiars of 

VOL. IV. 34 
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BOOK ^ the glory, or the recompeDae, due to their valoat: 
^ ^'^ ' ^ but the general, and the men under his command, 
5^; ^^ have their distinct pronnces. Courage and ardour 
^^' ^^ for the conflict are the soldier^s virtues: to foresee 
<< events, to provide against disasters, and to plan 
^' with dehl>eration, and even with delay, is the duty 
'< of the commander in chief.v By suspending the 
^^ operations of war, success b ofteu insured: by 
<< temerity all is put to the hazard. In the last 
<< battle I exposed my person, I fou^t in the ranks, 
'^ I strained every nerve to gain the victory: let 
^^ me now by my experience, by advice, and bj 
^^ prudent councik, the true arts of a general, 
'^ endeavour to terminate the war with glory. The 
^^ question at present does not admit of a doubt 
^^ We have the night before us; the town, its 
^^ entrance, and the condition of the works, are nn- 
^^ known to us; the enemy is within the walb, 
^^ and may try various stratagems And if the gates 
^^ were thrown open, even then, without the best 
^^ intelligence, without broad day-ligbt, and without 
^^ a view of the fortifications, it would be madness to 
^^ venture. And will you hazard an assault, with- 
^^ out knowing the approaches to the place, the 
^< height of the walls, and without being able to 
^^ judge whether we ought to batter a breach, or by 
^^ missive weapons drive the enemy from the woiks? 
*< Which of you has been provident enough to 
<< bring his hatchet, his pick-axe, and the various 
^' tools which a siege requires? With those instm* 
^^ ments you are unprovided: and what arm amoqg 
<^ you is strong enough with a sword and spear to sap 
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<< the wallB of Cremona? How are we to throw up dock 

111. 

^^ ramparts, and how prepare hurdles and penthouses ^ ^ ^ 
^^ to cover our approach? In the moment of need, ^^ 
^^ must we all stand at gaze, wondering at our folly, ^* 
^^and the strength of the fortifications? Pass but 
^^ one night, and with our battering engines, and our 
^^ warlike machines, we shall advance in force, and 
^* carry victory atong with us at the point of our 
^^ swords.'^ At the close of this harangue he ordered 
the followers of the camp, escorted by a select party 
of the cavalry, to set out for Bedriacum, in order to 
bring a supply of provisions, and all necessaries for 
the use of the army. 

XXL The soldiers were still dissatisfied, and a 
mutiny was ready to break out, when a party of 
horse that went out to scour the country, and 
advanced as far as the walls of Cremona, returned 
with intelligence, obtained from the stragglers who 
had fallen into their hands, that the whole Yitellian 
army encamped at Hostilia, having heard .of that 
day^s defeat, made a forced march of thirty miles, 
and with a reinforcement of six legions, were near 
at hand, breathing vengeance, and determined to 
offer battle In this alarming crisis the soldiers were 
willing to listen to their superior officer. Antonius 
prepared to receive the enemy. He ordered the 
thirteenth legion to take post on the Posthumian 
causey; on the open plain, towards their left, he 
stationed the seventh, called the Oalbian ; and at a 
small distance the seventh, named the Claudian, on 
a spot defended by a mere country ditch. On the 
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^ y^\.^ plain, and the tliii'd in a thick copse, that stood near 
^^ at hand. Such was the arrangement of the eagles 
^' and standards: the soldiers took their post as chance 
directed them in the dark. The pra&torian ban- 
ner stood near the third legion ; the anxiliaiy co- 
horts were in the wings: the cavaliy covered the 
flanks and the rear. The two Suevian kings, 
Sido and Italicus, with the best troops of Aeir 
nation, took their post in the front of the fines. 

XXII. The Yitellian army had every advantage, 
without the skill to profit by their situation. Had 
they halted that night at Cremona, as pradence 
dictated, to refresh their men by food and sleeps 
the engagement, on the next morning, woald have 
been with an enemy chilled by the damps of the night, 
and faint for want of provisions. A complete victory 
would, most probably, have been the consequence. 
But they had no commander. Without conduct or 
judgment, about the third hour of the night, they 
made a forward movement, and attacked an army 
drawn up in order of battle. Of the disposition 
made by the Titellians in the gloom of n^t, 
without any guide but their own impetuous fury, it 
will not be expected that I should give an ac- 
curate account: we are told, however, that it was 
as follows: The fourth legion, called Macbdo- 
NiCA, was stationed in the right wing; the fifth 
and fifteenth, supported by the vexiHaries of 
three British legions, tlie ninth, the second, and 
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the twentietfa) f<Mriiied tiie centre: in the left wing book 
stood the first, the sixteenth, and two^and-twen- ^ ^j ^ 
tieth. The soldiers of the two l^ions ealied ^^ 
Rapax and Itauca were mixed at random through- ^* 
out the lines. The cavafay and auxiliaries chose 
their station. The battle lasted through the night 
with great slaughter on both sides, and alternate 
success. In the dark, courage gave no supe- 
rioritj; the ardent eye and the vigorous arm were of 
no avail All distinction was lost The weapons on 
both sides were the same. The watch-word, fre- 
'quentlj asked and repeated, was known to both 
armies. The colours, taken and retaken by different 
parties, were mixed in wild confusion. The seventh 
legion, lately raised by Galba, suffered the most 
Six of their principal centurions were killed on the 
spot^ and some of tiieir colours taken. The eagle 
itself was in danger, had not Attilius Yerus, the 
principal centiuion (a), enacted wonders to prevent 
that disgrace. He made a dreadful carnage, and 
died, at last, fighting with undaunted bravery. 

XXIII. Vespasian^s army was giving vray, when 
Antonius brought the pnetorian cohorts into the 
heat of the action. They routed the enemy, and in 
their turn were forced to retreat The Yitellians, 
at this time, changed the position of their battering 
engines, which, in the beginning, were placed in 
different parts of the field, and could only play at 
random against the woods and hedges that sheltered 
the enemy. They were now removed to the Fosthu- 
mian way, and thence, having an open space he- 
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— -^ with good effect. The fifteenth legion bad an engine 
822. of enormous size (a), which was played off witfi 
69. dreadful execution, and discharged massjr stones^ 
of weight to crash whole ranks at once. Inevi- 
table ruin must have followed^ if two soldierB had 
not signalized themselves by a brave exploit Cover- 
ing themselves with the shields of the enemy which 
they found among the slain, they advanced undis- 
covered to the battering engine, and cut the ropes 
and springs. In this bold adventure they both pe- 
rished, and with them two names that deserved to^ 
be made immortal. The glory of the action is all 
that can be now recorded. 

The battle was hitherto fought with doubtful 
success, when, night being far advanced, the moon 
rose and discovered the face of things with great 
advantage to Yespasian^s army. The light shone on 
iheir backs, and the shadows of men and horses 
projected forward to such a length, that the Fitd- 
lians, deceived by appearances, aimed at the wrong 
mark. Their darts, by consequence, fell short of 
their aim. The moon-beams, in the mean time, 
played on the front of their lines, and gave their 
bodies in full view to the adverse army, who 
fought behind their shadows, as if concealed in ob- 
scuri^. 

XXIV. Antonius, at length, was happy that he 
could see and be seen. He did every thing to rouse 
the courage of his men; he upbraided some; he ap- 
plauded odiers; he made ample promises, and gave 
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hopes to all He asked the PannoniaD legions, what book 
was their motive for taking up arms? '' Here," he ^. l. c. 
said, ^^ here is the spot where you may efface the ^\ 
^^ memory of your former defeat; in this field you 
(( may redeem your honour." He called aloud to 
the Msesians, ^* Tou were the first movers of the 
^^ war; you talked in high-sounding words: but you 
^^ talked in vain, if you can neither oppose the swords 
^^ nor bear the eye of the enemy." He was busy in 
every quarter, and had apt words for all. To the third 
legion he spoke more at large: he called to mind 
their former and their recent exploits. They, ^^ he 
.said, ^' were the men, who under Marc Antony 
^^ (a) defeated the Parthians; and the Armenians, 
^ under Corbulo. In a late campaign the Sarmatians 
^^ fled before them." The prsBtorians called forth 
his indignation: ^^ Now," he said, ^^now is your 
^^ time to conquer, or renounce the name of sol* 
^^ diers. If you give way, you will be deemed no 
^^ better than a band of peasants. What general, or 
^^ what camp, will receive you? Your ensigns and 
^ your colours are in the hands of the enemy. You 
^^ may there regain them ; you now must conquer, 
^^ or be put to the sword ; after your late disgrace 
^^ there is no alternative." A general shout re» 
sounded through the field; and in that moment the 
third legion, according to the custom observed in 
Syria, paid their adoration to the rising sun (6). 

XXY. This eastern form of worship, either by 
chance, or by the contrivance of Antonius gave 
rise to a sudden report that Mucianus was arrived, 
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^ ^j J tual salutatioDB. Animated by this incident, Yesp^ 
^^ aian's soldiers, as if actually reinforced, charged 
^ with redoubled fury. The Yitellian ranks began to 
gi?e way. Left to their own impulse, without a chief 
to conduct the battle, they extended or condensed 
their lines as fear or courage prompted. Antonios 
saw their confusion. He ordered his men to advance 
tin a close compacted body. The loose and scattered 
numbers of the enemy gave way at once. The car- 
riages and engines, that lay at random in varioos 
parts of ttie field, made it impossible to restore the 
order of the battle. The victors, eager to pursue 
their advantage, pushed forward to the caosey, aod^ 
having gained a sure footing, made a dreadful car- 
nage. 

An incident^ that happened in the heat of flie ac- 
tion, gave a shock to homanitf . A father was killed 
by his own son. The fact and the names of the men 
are recorded by Yipstanius Messala: upon his au- 
thority I shall state the particulars. Jidiua Mansue- 
tus, a native of Spain, enrolled himself in die lepon 
already mentioned by the name of Rap ax. He left 
behind him a son then of tender years, lie youth^ 
grown up to manhood, enlisted in the seventh l^on 
raised by Galba. In the hurry and tumult of the 
fight, he met his father, and with a mortal wound 
stretched him on the ground He stooped to examine 
and rifle the body. The unhappy father raised his 
eyes and knew his son. The son, in return, acknow- 
ledged his dying parent; he burst into tears; be 
cbsped his father in hb arms; and, in the anguish 
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of his heart, with earnest supplications entreated i^ook 
him not to impute to his unhappy son the detestable XuTcT 
crime of parricide. " The deed," he said, *' is hor- ^\^ 
^ rible, but it is not mine; it is the guilt of civil war. ^^* 
^^ In the general madness of the state, the act of one 
^ poor wretched soldier is a small portion of the pub- 
^^ lie misery." He then opened a grave, embraced 
the body, and, with filial afiection raising it in his 
arais, discharged the last melancholy duty to his 
murdered father. 

This pathetic scene did not escape observation. 
A few drew near, others were attracted, and in a 
short time the fatal deed was known throughout the 
army. The soldiers heaved a sigh, and with curses 
execrated the frantic rage of civil discord. And yet, 
with those sentiments, they went tiie next moment 
Jto plunder their slai^tered friends, their relations, 
and brothers. They called it a crime, and yet re- 
peated what their hearts condemiied. 

XXYI. The conquerors pushed on to Cremona, 
and no sooner drew near the place, than they saw a 
nevi^ difficulty still to be surmounted. In the war 
with Otho, the Grerman legions had formed a camp 
round the walls of the town, and fortified it with 
lines of circumvallation. New works were added 
afterwards. The victors stood astonished at the sight, 
and even the generals were at a stand, undecided 
what plan to pursue. With troops harassed and worn 
out by continued exertions through the night and 
day, an attempt to carry the place by stotm was not 
adyisable, and, without succours at hand, might be 

VOL. IT. 35 
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BOOK dangeroiui; and yet the march to Bedriacam woqU 
^ " ^ be a laborious undertaking, and to retreat were to 
832. give up the fruit of a yictwy dearly earned. In their 
^- present situation, it would be necessary to throw op 
entrenchments; and that work, in the face of an ene- 
my on the watch to sally out, might put every thing 
to the hazard. A difficulty still greater than all arose 
from the temper of the men, who showed themselves, 
at all times, insensible <^ danger, and impatient of 
delay. A state of security was a state of listless indo- 
lence, and daring enterprise was the proper occifA- 
tion of a soMier. Wounds, and blood, and slaughter, 
were nothing to men who thou^t that plunder can 
never be too dearly bought 

XXVII. Antonius judged it best to yield to the 
deposition of his men. He invested the works, de- 
termined to risk a general assault The attack b^ao 
at a distance, with a volley of stones and darts. The 
advantage was on the side of the besieged. They 
possessed the he^hts, and with surer aim annoyed 
the enemy at the foot of the ra nparts. Antonius saw 
the necessity of dividing his operations: to some d 
the legions he assigned distinct parts of the woiks, 
and ordered others to advance against the gates. Bj 
this mode of attack in different quarters, he knew 
that valour as well as cowardice would be c<Miqpi- 
cuous, and a spirit of emulation would animate Ae 
whole army. The third and seventh legbns took 
iheir station opposite to the road that leads to Be- 
driacum; the seventh and ei^fli Claudian I^iona 
carried on the si^e on the ri^ hand of the towii; 
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and the thirteenth invested the gate tfiat looked to- book 

III 
wards Brixia (a). In this position the troops rested ^ ^'^ 

on their arms, till tbej 'were supplied from the ^^ 
neighbouring viUages with pick-axes, spades, and ^ 
hodksj and scaUng-ladders. Being, at length, pro- 
vided with proper weapons, they formed a militarj 
shell with their shields, and, under that cover, ad- 
vanced to tiie ramparts. The Roman art of war was 
seen on both sides. The ViteUians rolled down 
massy stones, and, wherever they saw an opening, 
inserting their long poles and speara, rent asunder 
the whxAe frame and texture of the shields, while 
the assailants, deprived of shelter, suffered a terrible 
slaughter. 

XXVin. The assault was no longer pushed on 
with vigour. The generals saw that their exhorta- 
tions had no effect, and that mere praise was a bar- 
ren recompense To inspire the men with courage, 
they pointed to Cremona as the reward of victory. 
Whether this expedient was, as Messala informs us, 
su^ested by Hormus, or, on the authority of Caius 
Plinius (a), must be laid to the account of Antonius, 
we have now no means of knowing. Whoever was 
the author of a deed so cruel and flagitious, nei Aer 
of those two oflb^ers can be said to have degenerated 
from his former principles. The place being thus 
devoted to plunder, nothing couM restrain the ar- 
dour of the soldiers. Braving wounds, and danger, 
knd death itself, th^ began to sap the foundation 
of file walls; th^ battered the gates; they braced 
their diields over their heads; and, mounting on 
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'"' the besieged^ and draped them headlong from the 
'sii raniparts. A dreadful havoc followed. The unhurt^ 
69. the wounded, the maimed, and the dying, fell in one 
promiscuous heap; and death, in all its forms, pre- 
sented a spectacle of horror. 

XXIX. The most vigorous assault was made bf 
the third and the seventh legions. To support them, 
Antooius in person led on A select body of amulia- 
ries. The Yitellians were no longer able to sustain 
the shock. They saw their darts fall on the military 
shell (a), and glide off without effect Enraged at 
their disappointment, in a fit of despair they rcUed 
down their battering engine on the heads of the be- 
siegers. Numbers were crushed by the fall of such 
a ponderous mass. It happened, however, that the 
machine drew after it the parapet and part of (he 
rampart. An adjoining tower, which had been in- 
cessantly battered, fell at the same time, and left a 
breach for the troops to enter. The sev^ith legioo, 
in the form of a wedge, endeavoured to force their 
way, while the third hewed down the gate. The 
first man that entered, according to all historians, 
was Caius Yolusius, a common soldier of the third 
legion. He gained the summit of the rampart, and, 
bearing down all resistance, with his voice, with his 
sword, made himself conspicuous to his comrades, 
crying aloud, ^^ The camp is taken.^ The rest cf 
the legion followed hiiii with resistless fury. The 
Yitellians, in despair, threw themselves headlong 
from the works. The conqueron pursued their ad- 
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vantage with dreadful slaughter. The whole space book 
between the camp and the walls of Cremona was 
one continued scene of blood (6). 



III. 



A. u.c. 

822. 
A. D. 

69. 



XXX The town itself presented new difficulties, 
high walls, and towers of stone, the gates secured 
hy iron bars, and the works well manned with 
troops, that showed themselves on the ramparts, in 
force, and brandishing their arms. The inhabitants, 
a large and numerous body, were all devoted to 
Vitellius; and the annual fair, which was then held, 
had drawn together a prodigious conflux from all 
parts of Italj. This appeared to* the garrison in the 
nature of a reinforcement; but it was, at the same 
time, an accession of wealth that inflamed the ar« 
dour of the besiegers. Antonius ordered his men to 
advance with missive combustibles, and set fire to 
the pleasant viUas that lay round the city, in hopes 
that the inhabitants, seeing their mansions destroy- 
ed, would more readily submit to a capitulation. In 
the bouses that stood near the walls, of a height to 
overlook the works, he placed the bravest of his 
troops ; and, from those stations, large rafts of tinn 
bar, stones, and firebrands were thrown in upon the 
garrison. The Yitellians were no longer able to 
maiiitain their post 

XXXL The legions under Antonius were now 
preparing for a general assault They formed their 
military shell, and advanced to the works, while the 
rest of the army poured in a volley of stones and 
darts. The besieged began to despair; their spirit 
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j^ ^ \. were wiUiDg to make terms for themselves. If Cre- 
822. moudL was taken by storm, they expected no qoar- 
^* ter. The conquerors, in that case, disdaining vulgar 
lives, would fall on the tribunes and centurions, 
from whom the largest booty was to be expected. 
The common men, as usual, careless about future 
events, and safe in indigence and obscurity^ were 
still for making head against the ^lemy. They 
roamed about the streets in sullen obstinacy, or loi- 
tered in privatie houses, neither making war nor 
thinking of peace. The principal officers took down 
the name and images of Y itellius. Csecina was stift 
in confinement They released him from his fetten^ 
and desired his good offices with the conqueror. He 
heard their petition with disdain, swelling with pride 
and insoleoce in proportion to the meanness with 
which they implored his aid. The last stage of hu- 
man misery! when so many brave and gallant men 
were obliged to sue to a traitor for protection. As a 
signal of submission, they hung out from the walls 
the sacerdotal scarfs (a) and sacred vestments. An* 
tonius ordered a cessation <^ hostilities* The garri- 
son marched out with the ea^es and standards. The 
procession was dow and melancholy ; the soldiere 
without their arms, dejection in dieir countenance^ 
and their eyes rivetted to the ground. The conquer- 
ors gadiered round them, vrith taunts and ribaldiy 
insulting their misfortunes, and eyea threatening 
violence to their persons. But the humility of the 
vanquidied, and the passive temper with which 
they bore every indignity, without a trace remain- 
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ing of their former ferocity, awakened eompassioQ book 
in every breast It was now remembered, that these ^ u. c. 
very men conquered at Bedriacum, and used their ^^ 
victory with moderation. At length Caecina came 
forth in his ornamental robes, with all the pomp of 
a consular ma^strate, the lictors preceding him, and 
opening a way for him through the crowd. The in* 
dignation due to a traitor broke forth at once. The 
soldiers treated him with every mark of contempt; 
(hey reproached him for his pride, his cruel^, and 
even for his treachery: so true it is, that villany is 
sure to be detested by the very people who hare 
profited by it Antonius snatched him from the fury 
of the men, and soon after sent him, properly es* 
sorted, to Vespasian. 

XXXIL The coomion people of Cremona, in the 
midst of so many soMiers flushed with the pride of 
victory, were in danger of being all put to the sword, 
if the general officers had not interfered to prevent 
the efDision of blood. Antonius called an assembly 
of the army* He spoke of the conquerors in magni- 
ficent terms, and of the vanquished with humanity. 
He mentioned Cremona with reserve and cold in* 
difference. But the men were bent on the ruin of 
the colony. To their love of plunder they added an 
implacable aversion to the people, and various mo- 
tives conspired to work the destruction of the place* 
In the war against O&o the inhabitants were deemed 
file secret abettors of Yitellins ; and afterwards, when 
the thirteenth legion was left among them to build 
an amphitheatre, the populace, in their usual strain 
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\u Q derisioD. In addition to this, the spectacle of g^dia- 

/^^: tors exhibited b? Caecina Was turned into a crime 

A. U. ^ 

^9. against the people. Their citj was now, for the 
second time, the seat of war; and, in the heat of the 
last engagement, the Yitellians were thence supplied 
with refresnments ; and some of their women, who 
had been led into the field of battle by their zeal for 
the cause, were slain among the ranks. But abore 
all, the well-known opulence of the colony, increas- 
ed, in that juncture, by the vast concourse attracted 
to the fair with their goods and merchandise, was a 
decisive ai^ument for the demolition of the place. 
Antonius by his fame and brilliant success eclipsed 
all the other commanders. The attention of the men 
was fixed on him alone. Determined, however, to 
vbsjigiitral on the occasion, he retired to a bath to 
refresh himself after the fatigue of the day. Findiog 
the water not sufficiently warm, he said in a careless 
manner, ^ It will be hot enough in a little time.''^ 
That trifling expression, dropt by accident amongst 
his slaves, was afterwards caught up, and propagated 
to his prejudice, as if it were the intended sijgnal 
for setting fire to Cremona. At that moment the 
city was in a blaze. 

XXXIII. Forty thousand men had entered sword 
in hand. The number of slaves and mean attendants 
of the camp was still greater, all bent on mischief^ 
and more inclined to acts of barbarity than even die 
soldiers. Neither sex, nor age, nor dignity of rank, 
was spared. A scene of blood was laid, and, amiifat 
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the horrors of a general massacre, lust and violation book 



HI. 



triumphed. Old men and ancient matrons, who had XuTcT 
no wealth to satisfy avarice, were dragged forth with ^^^ 
scorn, and butchered with derision. The young ^^* 
and coinely of either sex were sure to suffer the 
brutal passions of abandoned men, or to be torn 
piecemeal in the struggle for the possession of their 
persons. In those conflicts, the contending rivals, in 
the rage of disappointed lust, turned their swords 
against each other. The men, who were seen carry- 
ing off the wealth of houses, or massy gold from the 
temples, were attacked and butchered by others as 
rapacious as themselves. Not content with the trea- 
sures that lay open to their view, they put several 
to the rack, in order to extort a confession of con- 
cealed riches. The ground was dug up, to gratify 
the rage of avarice. Numbers carried flaming torches, 
and, as soon as they had brought forth their booty, 
made it tbeir sport to set the houses and temples on 
fire. In so vast a multitude, as dissonant in their lan- 
guage as their manners, composed of Roman citi- 
jzens, allies, and foreign auxiliaries, all the fell pas- 
sions of mankind were crowded together. Each sol- 
dier had his peculiar notions of right and wrong; 
and what one scrupled, another dared to execute. 
Nothing was unlawful, nothing sacred. Four days 
were spent in the destruction of this unfortunate city. 
Things profane and holy perished in the flamea The 
temple of Mephitis (a), which stood on the outside of 
the walls, was the only structure left eirtire. It was 
saved by its situation, or, perhaps, by the goddess to 
wliom it was dedicated. 
VOL. IV. 36 
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DooK XXXlV. Such was the fate of Cremona, two 

III. 
^ ^ ^^ hundred and eighty-eix years from its foundation. 

f ^: The first stone was laid during the consulship of 

^^' Tiberius Sempronius and Publius Cornelius, at the 

time when Hannibal threatened an irruption into 

Italy. The design was to have a frontier town, to 

bridle the Gauls inhabiting beyond the Po, or any 

power on the other side of the Alps. The colony^ 

from that lime, grew into celebrity; their numbers 

multiplied, and their wealth increased; die country 

round was intersected with rivers ; the soil was fer^ 

tile, and by intermarriages (a) the inhabitants formed 

alliances with the neighbouring towns of Italy. The 

city continued to flourish in the worst ci times, safe 

from foreign enemies, till ruined at last by the rage 

of civil war. Antonius felt that the wh<de di^;race of 

this horrible transaction pressed hard upon InmseK 

To soflen resentment, he issued an edict, forfoiddf»g 

all manner of persons to detain the citizens of C^e^ 

mona as prisoners of war. At the same time, all Italy 

entered into a resolution not to purchase the captives 

taken on that melancholy occasion. The soldiers^ 

finding Aat their prey was rendered useless, b^an 

to murder the wretches whom they could not Sell. 

This barbarity, however, was checked as soon as 

known. The prisoners were ransomed by dieir 

friends and relations. The survivors in a short time 

returned to Cremona. The temples and public places 

were rebuilt, at the recommendation of Yespamii, 

by the moniflcence of ttie colony. 

XXXY. A city buried in its own nuius ihe 
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couatry rouDd polluted with gore, and the air in- nooK 
fected by the exhalation of putrid bodies, afforded 
no place where the army could remain. They en- 
camped at the distance of three miles. The Yitel* ^^* 
lian soldiers, who in their panic had fled different 
ways, were bpought back, as fast as they were 
found, and once more enrolled in their proper 
cooipapies ; and, lest the lemons to which they be- 
longed should meditate hostile designs, they were 
sent into Dlyricum, and there stationed, at a dis- 
tance from the seat of wan To spread the fame of 
Vespasian^s arms, messengers were dispatched into 
Britain and both the Spains. Julius Calenus, one 
of the tribunes, was sent into Giaul, and Alpinus 
Montanus, the prasfect of a cohort, into Germany. 
The former was by birth an ^duan, and the latter 
a native of Treves.; both warmly attached to Yitel- 
lius, and for that reason chosen, with an air of tri- 
umph, to bear the Aews of his defeat Care was also 
takett to secure by a chain of posts the passes over 
the Alps, to prevent an irruption from Germany, 
supposed, at that time, to be in arms in favour of the 
vanquished party. 

XXXVL Yitellius, in a few days after CsBcina 
set out from Rome, prevailed on Fabius Yalens t^ 
take upon him the conduct of tiie war. From that 
momeiMt be g^ve himaetf up to his usual gratifiear 
tioBs, in wine and gluttony losing all sense of 
danger. He made ^o preparajtjon for the field, and 
abowed no attention t^ the soldiers; He neither 
reviewed, nor exejroised, nor harangued them; i^ever 
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BOOK once appeared before the people. Hid in the recew 
— ^^^^ of bis gardens, he indulged his appetite, foi^etting 
8'^^ the past, the present, and all solicitude about future 
69. events; like those nauseous animals that know no 
care, and, while they are supplied with food, remain 
in one spot, torpid and insensible. In this state of 
stupidi^ he passed his time in the grove of Arici- 
num (a), when the treachery of Lucilius Bassus, 
and the revolt of the fleet at Ravenna, roused him 
from his lethargy. In a short time ader arrived 
other dispatches, by which he learned, with mixed 
emotions of grief and joy, the perfidy of Csecioa, 
and his imprisonment by the soldiers. In a mind 
like his, incapable of reflection, joy prevaHed over 
every other passion, and absorbed all ideas t>f dan- 
ger. He returned to Rome in the highest exulta- 
tion; and having extolled, before an assembly of 
the people, the zeal and ardour of the army, he or- 
dered Publius Sabinus, the praefect of the prsetorian 
guai:ds, and the intimate friend of Caecina, to be 
taken into custody. ATphenus Varus succeeded to 
the command. 

XXXYII. Yitellius went next to the senate, and, 
in a speech of prepared eloquence^ talked highly of 
the posture of affairs. The fathers answered him in 
a strain of flattery. ' The case of Ca^cina was brought 
Into debate by Lucius TiteRius. He moved that im- 
me(Kate judgment shbuld be pronounced against 
him. The rest of the senate concurred ; and, with 
well acted indignation, launched out against the 

« 

' complicated perfidy of a man, who in the character 
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of comul abandoned the commonweal Ih, as a gene- book 
ml officer betrayed bis prince and, as a friend loaded 
with honours, gave an example of base ingratitude. 
In this specious manner they affected to lament the ^^* 
lot of yitellius, but, in fact, felt only for themselves 
and the commonwealth. Through the whole debate, 
not a word was uttered against the leaders of Yes- 
pasian^s party ; the revolt of the several armies was 
called, in qualifying terms, an error in judgment; 
and, with studied circuity, the name of Vespasian 
was wholly avoided. They alluded to him, they 
hesitated, and yet passed him by in silence. To 
complete the consulship of Cascina one day remain- 
ed. To (ill that little interval, a man was found will- 
ing to be invested with the short-lived pageantry ; 
and accordingly, on the day preceding the calends 
of November, Rosius Regulus entered on the office, 
and on the same day finished his career. The public 
saw with derision a farce of state altogether ridicu^ 
lous, as well on the part of the prince, who granted 
the mock dignity, as on that of the sycophant, who 
had the pitiful ambition to accept it. It was observed 
by men versed in the history of their country, that 
no instance had ever occurred of a new consul^ be- 
fore the office was declared vacant in due course of 
law. Caninins Rebilus (a), it is true, had been the 
consul of a day; but that was In the time of Julius 
Cassar, when that emperor, in haste to reward his 
friends for th^ir services in the civil wars, thought 
fit, by an act of power, to shorten the duration of 
the consulship. 
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BOOK XXXYni. The death of Juoius Btoesus beeame 

III. 

Xry^cT ^^ ^^^ ^^^ publicly knowD, aod eagroBsed the con- 
^^^ versatioD of all ranks of moo. The particQiars of thia 
69. tragic event, aa fu* aa they have come to my knoar* 
ledge, are aa follows: It happened that YiteUius, con» 
fined by illness in the gardens of SeiTilius, saie^ ia 
the night time, a tower in tlie neighbourhood gaii^. 
illuminated. He desbred to know the reason of that 
splendid appearance, and was told, that Caecina Tus- 
ous gave a grand entertainment to a party of hia 
friends, amongst whom Junius Btesua was the moat 
distinguished. The sumptuous preparationa, and 
the mirth of the company, were described with every 
circumstance of exaggeration. The creatures ofibe 
court did not fail to impute it as a crime to Tuscua 
and his guests, that they chose their time for revel- 
ling in an unseasonable juncture, when the prince 
was indisposed. Their malice chiefly glanced at 
Bte^s. The men who made it their business to 
pry into the secret thoughts of the emperor, soon 
perceived that they bad infused their venom with 
success, and that the ruin of Btesus might be easily 
accomplished. To mako sure of their blow, they ap- 
plied to Lucius Yitellius, who readily undertook 
to manage the accusation. Being himself stained 
with every vice, and for his iife and morals univer- 
sally decried, he saw with envy ithe fair reputation 
and the popular esteem that attended Blmsus. With 
this jealouay rankling in his heart, he clasped tiiie 
emperor^s infant son in his arms, and entering the 
princess chamber, went down on his knees* Yitelhua 
asked him, Why that sudden alarm ? ^ It is not for 
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^^ ifijrself,^^ replied the brother, ^^ that I am thus dis^ book 
" tressed: it is for you I shed these tears; for you ^ ^\^ 
** and your children I come to ofler up my prayers ^^ 
^^ and supplications. From TespaBian we have no- ^^* 
^^ thing to fear: the German legions are in arms to 
'^ binder his approach ; the provinces declare against 
^ faim^ and vast tracts of sea and land detain him at 
^ a distsmce from the seat of war. The enemy to be 
^ dreaded is near at hand ; be is in the city of Rome ; 
^ he 18 even now lurking in your bosom. Proud of 
^ his descent from Marc Antony and the Junian 
^ family, he affects to be connected with the impe- 
^^ rial line, and, by caresses and a style of magnifi- 
^^ cence, endeavours to conciliate to himself the 
^ affections of the soldiers. Upon this man all eyes 
^^ are fixed. Vitellius, in the mean time, passes away 
^^ his hours in unsuspecting security, neglecting at 
^^ once his enemies and his friends; he cherishes in 
^^ his bosom a treacherous rival, who from the ban- 
*^ quoting table, and his scene of midnight revelry, 
^ beheld with joy the languid condition of his sove- 
^^ reign. But for joy and riot let him be repaid with 
^ vengeance, and a night of mourning ; let him know 
'^ ttiat Yftellius lives; that he is master of the Roman 
^^ world, and, whenever the bt of humanity shall call 
^ him hence, tfiat he has a son to follow in the order 
■* of suecession.^^ 

XXXIX. Titeflius bdanced, for some titne, be- 
tween fte horfor of the deed proposed and his ap 
prefaensiom for hhnseli By deferring the fate<>f 
Bleelsiis he might accelurate his own ruin, a<^ to 
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BOOK give public orders for bis execution wc^ a danger* 
^ ^^ ous expedient A measure so bold and open would 
822 excite the indigaation of the people. To dispatch 
^- him by. poison seemed to be the safest method. That 
he was guiUy of that execrable villany, the visit 
which he paid to Bia^us leaves ne room to doubt 
He was seen transported with savage joy, and was 
beard (o say, ^^ I have feasted my eyes with the 
^^ pangs of an expiring enemy.^ Those w^re his 
words. The character of Blaesus was without a 
blemish. To the dignity of his birth, and the ele- 
gance of his manners, he united the strictest honour, 
and unshaken fidelity to the emperor. WhUe Vitel- 
lius was still flourishing in prosperity. Carina, and 
other chiefs of the party, endeavoured to draw hion 
into a league with themselves: but he was proof 
against all temptation; firm, upright, void of ambi- 
tion. He sought no sudden honours, and to a mind 
like his the imperial dignity had no alhirement And 
yet his modesty threw such a lustre round bis vir- 
tues, that he narrowly escaped being deemed worthy 
of the succession. 

XL. I>ui;ing these transactions, Fabius Valenff, 
with a number of concubines and eunuchs in his 
train, proceeded by slow and tedious marches, unfike 
a general going to a great and important war. On 
the road he received intelligence of tiie treachery of 
Lucilius Bassus, and the defection of the fleet at 
Ravenna. Had he then pushed on with vigour, be 
^Mght have joined Caecina, who was still wav&ring 
anLundecided; at the worst, he mi^t have pot 
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himself at \]^e head of the legions before they came book 
to a decisive action. His friends were of opinion, ^ ^. c. 
that, with a few faithful attendants, avoiding the j^^ 
road that led to Ravenna, he ought to proceed with ^^* 
expedition, through private ways, to Hostilia and 
Cremona. Others pressed him to bring into the field 
the praetorian bands from Rome, and force his way 
to the Yitellian army: But the time was lost in 
fruitless deliberation. Tt^e posture of a£fairs called 
for vigour, and Yalens remained irresolute and in* 
active. In the end, rejecting all advice, he chose a 
middle course, in pressing exigencies always the 
most pernicious. He neither acted with the courage 
nor the prudence of an able general 

XLI. He sent dispatches to Yitellius for a rein- 
forcement, and was soon after joined by three co- 
horts and a squadron of horse from Britain ; a num- 
ber too great to steal a march, and too weak to open 
a passage through an enemy's country. Even in thi/s 
arduous juncture, amidst the dangers that pressed 
on every side, Yalens was not to be weaned from 
his favourite vices. Riot, lust and adultery marked 
his way. He had power, and money; and, even in 
ruin, his libidinous passions did not desert him. He 
was no sooner joined by the foot and cavalry sent 
by Yitellius, than he saw too late, the folly of his 
measures. With his whole force, supposing the 
men true to Yitellius, he could not hope to penetrate 
through the adverse army; much less could he ex- 
pect it, when their fidelity was already suspected. 
Shame, and respect for their general; still left some 

VOL. IV. 37 
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^ feeble restraints, when the love of enterprise was 

8^2- the rilling passion, and all principle was extinguish- 
69. ' ed. Yalens felt the difficulty of his situatioa Hav- 
ing ordered the cohorts to march forward to 
Ariminum (a), and the cavalry to follow in the rear, 
he himself, with a few adherents whom adversity 
had not yet seduced, directed his course towards 
Umbria (6), and thence to Etruria, where be first 
heard of the defeat at Cremona. In that disastrous 
moment he conceived a bold design, in its extent 
vast and magnificent, and, had it been carried into 
execution, big with fatal consequences. He proposed 
to seize the ships on the coast, and bear awaj to 
Narbon Gaul, in order to land somewhere in that 
country, and rouse the (frovinces of Gaul, with the 
armies stationed there, and the various German na- 
tions. The project was worthy of a great officer, 
and, by its consequences, must have involved the 
world in a new war. 

XLII. The departure of Yalens threw the garri- 
son of Ariminum into consternation. Cornelius Fus- 
cus advanced, at the head of his army, to lay ^ge 
to the place, and having ordered the fleet to sa3 
round the coast, invested it by sea and land. His 
forces spread themselves over the plains of Umbria, 
and stretched into the territory of Picenum (a) as 
. far as the Adriatic gulf. Italy was now divided be- 
tween Vespasian and Yitellius by the Apennine 
mountains. Yalens embarked at the port of Pisa 
(6), but being becakned, or meetbg widi contraiy 
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winds, was forced to land at Monaco (c). Marias book 
Maturus, the governor of the maritime Alps, was 
then in the neighbourhood; a man attached to Yi- B22. 
teUiiis, and though the country round espoused the 69. 
opposite interest, still firm in his duty. This officer - 
received Yalens with open arms; but the design of 
making an attempt on the coast of Narbon Gaul 
appeared to him rash and impracticable. By his ad- 
vice the project was laid aside. The few followers 
who had hitherto adhered to Yalens; began to think 
of shifting for themselves. They saw the adjacent 
cities going over to Yalerius Paulinus, who com- 
manded in* the neighbourhood ; an officer of distin- 
guished merit, and, long before the war broke out, 
devoted to Yespasian. Under his influence the peo- 
ple declared for the new emperor. 

XLIII. Paulinus was master of Forojulium, a 
place of importance, that gave him the command of 
those seas. He had there stationed a garrison, con- 
sisting of men disbanded by Yitellius, and therefore 
willing to take up arms against him. Paulinus was 
a native of the colony, and had, by consequence, 
great weight with his countrymen. He had also 
been a tribune of the praetorian guards, and was 
held in high esteem by the soldiers of that descrip- 
tion. The people were willing to second the views 
of their fellow citizen, and the hope of future ad- 
vantages from his elevation was a spur to their zeal. 
In this posture of affairs, while every tiling was 
swelled by the voice of fame to greater magnitude) 
Yalens saw the spirit of the Yitellian party depress- 
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"'• only refuge. He took with him four praetoriansy 
822 ' three faithful friends, and as many centurions* 
«9/ With tbose attendants he once nu)re embarked, 
leaving Maturus, and such as were willing to submit 
to Vespasian, to pursue their own inclination. As 
to himself, the open sea was his safest place: oa 
shore he saw security, and in the adjacent cities no 
prospect of relief. Without a resource left, and 
rather seeing what was to be avoided than what he 
ought to pursue, he put to sea, and was thrown by ad- 
verse winds on the islands called the Sta&cbades (a), 
near Marseilles. Pautinus^ without loss of time, 
sent out his light-armed galleys, and Falens was 
taken prisoner. 

XLIY. The Vitellian general being now in the 
hands of the enemy, the whole force of the empire 
was transferred to Vespasian. In Spain, the first 
legion, called AdjuI'rix, still respecting the me- 
mory of Otho, and by consequence hostile to 
Vitellius, gave an example of revolt to the rest of 
the army. The tenth and sixth legions followed. 
The provinces of Gaul acceded without hesitation. 
In Britain the same spirit prevailed. Durmg di6 
reign of Claudius, Vespasian headed ,Uie second 
legion ; and the men, still remembering the heroic 
ardour with which he led diem on to victory, were 
soon decided in his favour. They met, however, 
some opposition from the other legions, in which a 
considerable number of centurions and soldiers^ 
who had been promoted by Vitellius, were unwill- 
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ibg to desert a prince to whom they felt themselves book 
bound by ties of gratitude. It was wit^ reluctance ^ u. e. 
that they were brought to acknowledge a new mas- j^ 
ter. 



69. 



XLY. Encouraged by the dissension among the 
legions, and also by the civil wars that distracted 
the empire^ the Britons renewed their ancient ani- 
mosity. Yenusius headed the malecontents. To 
his own natuaal ferocity that chieftain added a 
rooted antipathy to the Roman name. He was 
besides, the avowed enemy of Cartismandua (a), 
queen of the Brigantes; a woman of high descent, 
and flourishing in all the splendour of wealth and 
power. In the reign of Claudius, she had treache- 
rously delivered up Caractacus, to swell the pomp 
of that emperor^s triumph. From that time riches 
flowed in upon her; but riches drew after them 
their usual appendages, luxury and dissipation. 
She banished from her presence Yenusius her 
husband, and raised Yellocatus, his armour-bearer, 
to her throne and bed. By That criminal act she 
lost all authority. Convulsions shook her kingdom. 
The discai*ded husband had the people on his side, 
while the adulterer had nothing to protect him but 
the libidinous passions of the queen, and the cruelty 
of her reign. Yennsius was ma short time at the 
head of a powerful army. The subjects of the 
queen flocked to his standard, and a body of auxi- 
liaries joined him. Cartismandua was reduced to 
die last extremity. She invoked the protection of 
flie Romans, who sent some cohorts and squadrons 
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III 
j^ u Q various success. Tbe queeo, bowever, was resell 

/^; from impending danger, though she lost her king- 

^' dom. Yenusius wrested the sceptre out of her bands, 

and tbe Romans were involved in a war. 

» 

XLYI. About tbe same time, Germany was op 
in arms. The seditious spirit of the legions, and 
the sluggish inactivity of the commanders, encoa- 
raged the barbarians to invade the Roman frontions* 
Ry the treachery of the states in allliance, and the 
strength of the enemy, the interest of the empire 
was brought to the brink of ruin. Of this war, and 
the causes that produced it, with the various events 
that followed, I shall hereafter (a), give a regular 
account; it would lead at present to a long digres- 
sion. Commotions, about the same time, broke out 
in Dacia. Fidelity never was the character of (bat 
nation ; and, since the legions were withdrawn froai 
Maesia, there remained no force to bold tbe people 
in subjection. They had the policy, however, to 
watch in silence tbe first movements of civil discord 
among the Romans. Seeing, at length, that Italy 
was in a blaze, they seized their opportunity, and 
stormed the winter quarters of the cohorts and the 
cavalry. Having made themselves masters of both 
banks of the Danube, they were preparing to raze 
to the ground tbe camp of the legions, when 
Mucianus, apprised of the victory at Cremona, sent 
the sixth legion to check the incursions of the 
enemy. The good fortune that had often fiivoured 
the Roman arms, brought Mucianus, m the moment 
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of distress, with the forces of the east, to quell the book 
insurrection, before the people of that country, X^u7cr 
backed by the German nations, could make an l^^ 
irruption into Italy. In that juncture, Fonteius ^* 
Agrippa (6) arrived from .Asia, where he had 
governed for a year with proconsular authority, and 
was now appointed to command in Maesia. He 
undertook the charge, at the head of an army com- 
posed of Vitellian soldiers, whom it was then the 
policy to disperse through the provinces, and em- 
ploy their arms against the foreign enemies of the 
empire. 

XLVn. The rest of the provinces were by no 
means free from commotion. A man who bad been 
originally a slave, and afterwards commanded a royal 
fleet, kindled tbe flame of war in Pontus, and drew 
together a body of men in arms. His name was 
Anicetus (a), the freedman and favourite minister 
of Polemon, high in power while that monarchy 
lasted, but now enraged to see the kingdom turned 
into a Roman province. In the name of Yitellius he 
roused the nations bordering on the Pontic sea. 
The hope of plunder attracted to his standard all 
the freebooters of the country. Finding himself in 
a short time at the head of a force not to be despis* 
ed, be attacked and carried by assault the city of 
Trapezund (6), founded in ancient times by a colony 
froai Greece, at the extremity of the Pontic sea. 
An entire cohort, formerly a royal garrison, was put 
to the sword. The men had received the privilege 
of Roman citizens (c), and from that time, used 
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—f — native indolence, and the dissolute manners of the 
s^- Greeks. This adventurer, after his first exploit, set 
69. * fire to Yespasiaik^s fleet, and put out to sea safe from 
pursuits as the best of the light galleys, by order of 
Mucianus, were stationed at Byzantium. Encou- 
raged by his example, the barbarians on the coast 
began a piratical war. They roamed about in boats 
of a particular structure, the sides broad at the hot* 
tom, and growing narrow by degrees, m the form 
of a curve, and neither bound with hoops of iron 
nor of brass. In a tempestuous sea they raise the 
sides with additional planks in porportion to the 
swell of the waves, till the vessel is covered oyer 
with an arched roof, and thence is called the float- 
ing Camera {d). At either end they have a sharp- 
pointed prow; their oars are readily shifted to work 
backward or forward, moving with facility in either 
direction, and thus their mariners advance or retreat 
with ease and security. 

XLYIII Vespasian thought it of moment to 
chase this band of pirates from the seas, and, for 
this purpose, sent a detachment of the l^ons under 
the command of Yirdius Geminus, an ofBcer of 
known experience. He came up with the barbarians 
as they were roaming on the shore in quest oC prey^, 
and forced them to fly with precipitation to their 
boats. Having, in a short time after, constructed a 
number of galleys fit for the service, he gave chase 
to Anicetus, and drove him up the mouth of the 
river Cohibus (a) : a station where the freebooter 
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thought himself safe under the protection of the king book 
of die Sedochezan nation (6)* By money and vari- -rTTTr^ 
ous presents he had purchased the friendship of that ^^- 
prince, and for a short time enjoyed the advantage of 69. 
his alliance. The king threatened to take up arms 
in his defence; but finding that he was to choose be- 
tween bribery or an impending war, he preferred his 
interests, and, with the usual treachery of barbarians, 
having struck a bargain for the life of his friend, sur- 
rendered the whole party to the Romans. In this 
manner ended the servile war. 

The issue of this piratical war gave the highest 
satisfaction to Vespasian ; and to fill the measure of 
his joy, an account of the victory at Cremona 
reached him in Mgypt Without loss of time, he 
set out for Alexandria, with intent, since Yitellius 
could no longer keep the field, to reduce the people 
of JRome by famine ; a project easily accomplished, 
as that city, for its subsistence, always depends on 
foreign supplies. It was also a part of his [dan to 
secure the coast of Africa both by land and sea, 
little doubting, when all resources were cut oflf, but 
he should involve the Yitellian party in all the mise- 
iries of want, and, by consequence, in dissensions 
among themselves. 

XLIX. While things in every quarter of the 
^orld tended with rapidity to a revolution, and the 
imperial dignity was passing into the hands of a 
new sovereign, Antonius, flushed with his success 
at Cremona, no longer preserved the moderation 
that marked his conduct before that important 

VOL. IV» 38 
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in 
^ ^j ^ every thing would be speedily settled; or, perhaps, 

f^: the sunshine of prosperity called forth the seeds of 

^- pride, of avarice, and the other vices of his nature. 

He considered Italy as a conquered country; be 

caressed the soldiers, as if he intended to secure 

them to himself; by his words and actions he seemed 

resolved to establish his own power ; he encouraged 

the licentious spirit of the army, and left to the 

legions the nomination of centurions to fill the 

vacant posts of such as were slain in battle. The 

consequence was, that the most bold and turbulent 

were chosen, and discipline went to ruin. The offi* 

cers lost all authorify, and the soldiers commanded 

The array being wholly corrupted by tljese popular 

but seditious arts, Antonius thought be mi^t safely 

give the reins to his avarice, apd began by public 

rapine to enrich himself The approach of Mucianus 

was no restraint, though to incur the displeasure of 

that commander was more dangerous than to offend 

Vespasian himself 

L. The winter being now at hand, and the coun- 
try laid under water by the overflowing of the Po, 
the army was obliged to march lightly equipped. 
The eagles and banners of the victorious legions, 
with the old, the wounded, and even numbers in 
full vigour, were left at Verona. The cohorts and 
cavalry, with a select detachment from the legions, 
were thought sufficient against an enemy ahready 
vanquished. The eleventh legion, at first unwilling 
to enter into the war, but since the turn of 
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regretting that they bad no share in the victory, had book 
lately joined the army, accompanied by six thousand ^^ ^^ 
Dalmatians, newly levied. The whole body was, in f^^ 
appearance, led by Poppaeus Silvanus, a man of ^^' 
consular rank; but, in fact, Annius Bassus govern- 
ed their motions by his skill and advice. Silvanus 
had no military talents: in the moment that called 
for enterprise, he was more inclined to waste the 
time in words than to act with vigour. Bassus as- 
sisted him with his best counsels, appearing to 
obey, but in truth commanding. To this body of 
forces was added the flower of the marines from the 
fleet at Ravenna, who had desired to be considered 
as legionary soldiers. The fleet, in the mean time, 
was manned by the Dalmatians. The army pro- 
ceeded as far as the temple of Fortune (a), and 
there made halt by order of the chiefs, who had not 
yet settled, their plan of operations. They had re- 
ceived intelligence that the praetorian cohorts were 
on their march from Rome, and the passes over the 
Apennine were supposed to be in the possession of 
the enemy. In a country laid waste by war, they 
dreaded the danger of wanting provisions ; and the 
clanu>urs of the soldiers demanding the donative, 
by the army called Clavarium (6), were loud, and 
tending to sedition. The generals bad no money in 
their miUtary chest; and their provisions were ex- 
hausted by the rapacity of the soldiers, who seized 
the stores, which ought to have been distributed with 
frugal management 

LI. A fact extraordinary in its nature, and yet 
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III. 



show how little of moral rectitude and natural sen- 
822. timent remained in the minds of the victorious 
69. ' army. A common soldier belonging to the cavalry 
averred that, in the late engagement, he killed his 
brother, and for that deed of horroi^ he had the hardi- 
ness to demand a recompense. The laws of nature 
would not allow the superior oiBcers to reward an 
action that shocked humanity; and to punish it was 
inconsistent with the policy of war. Under a plausi- 
ble pretence of not being able, in that juncture, to 
proportion their bounty to the extent of the merit, 
they adjourned Uie business, and thought of it no 
more. In former civil wars we have upon record a 
similar tragic incident, but with a different issue. 
In the battle with Cinna at Janiculum (a), a man of 
Pompey^s party (as Sisenna relates the story) slew 
his brother, and soon after, finding his mistake, dis- 
patched himself: so true it is, that in ancient times 
men not only had a quick sense of glorjr, but also felt 
a just abhorrence of evil deeds. For the insertion of 
this anecdote no apology will be deemed necessary: 
on the contrary, it may be proper to revive the me- 
mory of past transactions, in order, whenever the 
occasion requires it, to exhibit a bright example of 
eminent virtue, or to s^oth the mind under the pres- 
sure of recent calamity. 

LII. Antonius, in concert with the principal 
officers, judged it prudent to send forward the ca- 
valry, witli orders to explore, in some part of Urn- 
bria, a place of moderate acclivity over the Apennine 
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mountains. In the mean time, the troops left behind book 
at Yerona were ordered to advance with the eagles 
and standards. Measures were also taken to procure 
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a supply of provisions by sea, and also by the na- ^^* 
vigation of the Po. But delay was what some of the 
chiefs had much at heart. They knew the pride and 
growing ambition of Antonius, and thought it more 
for their interest to curry favour with Mucianus, 
who saw with a jealous eye the rapid success with 
which Antonius pushed on his conquest. If the ge- 
neral of the East did not arrive in time to enter 
Rome with the victorious army, it was evident that 
the whole glory of the war would fall to the lot of 
others. His letters to Yarns and Antonius were dark, 
ambiguous, and contradictory; sometimes recom- 
mending dispatch, and afterwards stating the advan- 
tages of caution and dilatory measures. By this du- 
plicity he hoped to assume the merit of whatever suc- 
ceeded, and, if any misfortune happened, to throw 
the blame on others. With his intimate friends, and^ 
in particular, with Plotius Griphus (a), lately raised 
by Yespasian to the rank of senator, and the com- 
mand of a legion, his correspondence was more 
open and direct. The' answers which he received 
were in a style agreeable to his wishes, full of com- 
pliments to himself, and malignant reflections on 
the rashness of Yarns and Antonius. These letters 
Mucianus took care to forward to Yespasian. The 
impression which they made was unfavourable to 
Antonius; who knew the value of his services, and 
yet found himself supplanted in the opinion of the 
future emperor. 
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complained of the insidious arts with which Mucia- 
nus undermined bis character. Above disguising 
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^9- his passions, and scorniiig to temporize, he spoke 
his mind with freedom. His letters to Vespasian 
were in a tone more lofty than is usually addressed 
to princes. He talked of himself with an air of con- 
fidence, and with asperity of Mucianus, the assassin 
d* his reputation. ^ It was by Autonius that the le- 
^^ gions in Pannonia were excited to a revolt; by him 
"^ the leaders in Maesia were inspired with courage, 
^ by him the Alps wei'e forced, Italy subdued, and 
^ by him all succours from Germany and Rha^tia 
^^ were entirely cut off. By him the cavalry was 
^' led on to attack the legions of Y itellius, in the mo- 
^^ ment of disunion among themselves; and the com- 
^^ plete victory obtained by the infantry, after an 
^' obstinate engagement that lasted night and day, 
'^ was an exploit of which envy itself could not deny 
^^ him the merit The destruction of Cremona was 
^ a calamity incident to the rage of civil war; and 
^^ yet that calamity, dreadful as it was, could not be 
- ^^ compared to the disasters of former times, when 
^^ the republic saw her cities rased to the groond, 
^^ and the land deluged with blood. In the war which 
^^ he had conducted, his swoi*d, and not his pen, was 
^^ the weapcm which he employed Instead of writing 
^^ secret dispatches, he sought the enemy in the 
^* field. Nor did he mean to detract from those who 
^^ commanded in Asia: they had the m^hty ^ry 
^^ of preserving tranquQlity in the distant territory 
^^ of Massia, while he routed the YiteUian armies. 
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^^ and made himself master of Italy. Spain and Gaul, book 
" the two bulwarks of the empire, were by his in- ^uq^, 
*^ fluence drawn over to Vespasian. But his best ^^^ 
" efforts had been in vain exerted, if his laurels, so ^^* 
^ dearly earned, were to be transferred to men, who 
^ neither shared in the victory nor the danger.'' 
These remonstrances did not remain a secret to 
M Qcianus. The consequence was, a deadly feud be- 
tween the two commanders; on the part of Antonius, 
carried on with open and avowed hostility; on that 
of Mucianus, with close disguise, and, for that rea- 
son, the more implacable. 

LIV. Vitellius, after the overthrow of his army 
at Cremona, thought it good policy to suppress the 
news'. By that shallow artifice, he made every thing 
worse. Dissimulation could only postpone the reme- 
dy, but not ward off the consequences of that 
dreadful defeat. Had the event been fairly told, a 
council might have been* called, and there were re- 
sources still in reserve. In the midst of ruin, he 
pretended to be in a flourishing condition, and by 
that fallacy was undone. The war was not so much 
as mentioned in his presence. The citizens of Rome 
were forbid to talk of the news of the day, and for 
that reason they talked the more. Since liberty of 
speech was no longer allowed, instead of the plaiQ 
troth they gave out fictitious accounts, and, because 
they were restrained, took their revenge by making 
every thing worse. The chiefs of the adverse party 
omitted nothing that could extend the fame of their 
victory. The spies that fell into their hands were in- 
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A y ^ the strength and spirit of the conquerors, dismissed 
A^ to make their report at Rome. Yitellius examined 
^' them in private, and, that nothing might transpire, 
ordered them to be put to death. A singular proof 
of fidelity and generous courajge was, at this time, 
given by a centurion; his name Julius Agrestis. This 
man, in several interviews with Yitellius, tried in 
vain to rouse his master to a spirit of enterprise. 
All he could obtain was leave to go in person to 
view the strength of the enemy, and see the real 
condition of Cremona. Scorning to approach Anto- 
nius in the characterof a a spy, he vowed the empe- 
ror^s orders, and his own resolution. A guard was 
appointed to conduct him. He was led to the field 
of battle ; he surveyed the ruins of Cremona*, and 
saw the legions that had laid down their arms. With 
that intelligence he returned to Yitellius. The em- 
peror, deaf to the voice of truth, and unwilling to 
be convinced, chained the <^enturion with treachery 
and corruption. ^^ I perceive,'^ said Agrestis, ^ that 
^^ some great and signal proof is necessary; and, 
^^ since neither my life nor death can now be of any 
^^ use, I will give you that evidence which can not 
^^ deceive. '^ He retired, and fell on his sword. Ac- 
cording to some historians, he was slain by order of 
Yitellius. Be that as it may, the fidelity of the gene- 
rous centurion deserves to be transmitted to pos- 
terity. 

LY. At length Yitellius was roused from his 
state of stupefaction. He ordered JuKusPlriscas and 
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AiphenuB Varus, at the bead of fourteen praetorian boor 
cohorts, and the whole of the cavalry, to take pos- a.u.c. 
session of the Apennine mountain& A legion of /^\ 
marines was sent after them. A force so considera- ^' 
ble, consisting of several thousand horse and foot, 
under any other general, would hava* been sufficient 
not only to withstand the enetfiy, but even to wage 
an offensive mr. The cohorts, that remained for the 
defence of the city, were put under the comtiiand of 
Lucius Titettiu», the eroperor^s brother. The empe- 
ror, in the mean time, abated nothing from his habi- 
tual luxury. He began, however, with a precipitation 
Hbsit sprung from fear, to grant away whatever the 
slate bad to bestows He hurried on the election of 
public magf^iral^s, and ^pointed a succession of* 
consuls for several years; he concluded treaties* Widi 
the allies of Romie; he invested foreign cities with 
the privileges oi Latium ; he granted to some nations 
an exemption from all kinds of tribute, and to others 
immttnities unheard of before ; regardless oi posteri- 
ty, and, in all events,det0rmitied to exhaust the com- 
monweakk The populace applauded the liberality 
of the emperor. Some were weak enough to pur- 
diase favours, which, it was evident, could not last; 
while men of reflection saw, that lavish grants, which 
could neither be made nor accepted without dis- 
tressing the public, must be declared null and void. 
At length YiteHius, ui^ed by the importunity of the 
army, which lay encamped at Mevania (a), marched 
out of the city, attended by a numerous ti*ain of 
senators, all following with different motives; some 
to pay dietr court, and the greater part, afraid of 
VOL. ir. 39 
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BOOK giving jealousy to a prince wbo joined his army 
^ '"' - without any settled plan, in btmself no resource, no 
8J2. decision, the ready dupe of every treacberous ad- 
«»• viser. 

LY L Having reached the camp, Y itellius called an 
assembly of the soldiers. During bis speech a won- 
derful phaenomenoh engaged the^ attention of all. 
A flight of ill-omened birds hovered over his bead, 
forming a cloud that obscured the day. This was 
followed by another prognostic of an alarming 
nature. A bull broke loose from the altar, and, 
trampling under foot all the preparations for the 
sacrifice, fled to a distant place, and there, on a q)0( 
where victims were never slain, was felled to the 
ground. But Yitellius, in his own person, presented 
a sight that exceeded every prodigy ; a chief void 
of military knowledge, without judgment to plan, 
or courage to execute. He had not skill enough to 
explore the motions of the enemy, and to the art of 
avoiding or bringing on a general engagement he 
was an utter stranger. Every incident betrayed his 
Ignorance or his pusillanimity. When messengers 
arrived, he turned pale, faltered in his gait, adied 
qiiestiofls, trembled, and returned to his bottle. 
Weary at length of the camp, and terrified by the 
revolt of the fleet at Misenum, he went back to 
Rome, alarmed at every new event, yet never look- 
ing forward to the issue of the war. All opportu- 
nities were utterly lost by his ibity. The true and 
obvious measure would have been, to pass over the 
Apennine with his whole force, and seek an enensy 
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distressed by the rigour of the winter season and a book 
dearth of provisions. Instead of this, Yitellius suf- 
fered his army to be dispersed in different places, 
and, by that conduct, gave to the slaughtering 
sword a set of brave and gallant soldiers, whose 
valour and fidelity nothing could shake. The cen- 
turions saw the blander, and the best amongst 
them, had tbep^been consulted, were ready with 
honest advice. Bat the creatures of the court 
banished every faithful counsellor. The ear of 
Yitellius was open to flattery only: useful advice 
was harsh and grating; and nothing was welcome 
but what soothed his passions, while it led to sure 
destruction. 

LVIl The revolt of the fleet at Misenum was 
occasioned altogether by the fraud of Claudius 
Faventinus; so much in civil commotions depends 
on the boldness of a single traitor. This man had 
been a centurion under Galba, and was by that 
emperor cashiered with ignominy. To seduce the 
men to his purposes, he forged letters from Vespa- 
sian^ promising ample rewards to such as went over 
to his party. Claudius Apollinaris was, at that timej 
commander of the fleet; a man inclined to tr^chery, 
but wanting resolution to be forward in guilt. It 
happened that Apinius Tiro, who had discharged 
the office of praetor, was then at Minturnse (a). He 
placed himself at the head of the revolters, and 
drew the neighbouring colonies and municipal 
towns into the confederacy. The inhabitants of 
Puteoli (6) declared with alacrity for Vespasian, 
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BOOK while Capua, with eqad Tebamence, adhered to 
j^ UQ^ ViteUins. Those two cities had been long at va- 
^^^ riance, and now mingled with the rsige of civil war 
^' all the rancour of their. private animoaitieB. In order 
to bring the revolters back to their du^, Yitelliia 
fixed on Claudins Julianus, who had been p^ef^ct 
of the fleet at Misenum, and had the character of 
being mild in the exercise of his a{|^ viiy* He set 
out from Rome at the head of a city cohort, and a 
band of gladiators, over whom he had been, befitfe 
that time, appointed commanding officer. He was 
no sooner in sight of the rebel camp, than he went 
over to Vespasian. The two parties, with th^ 
combined force, took possession of Terracioa, a 
city strong both by nature and art. In that place 
the revolters were more indebted for their security 
to the sta*ength of the works; than to their own 
niUitarv talents. 

LVIII. Yitellius, having received intelligence of 
these transactions, ordered part of his army to take 
post at Narnia (a), under the command of the 
praetorian praefects, while his brother Lucius Fitel- 
lius, at the head of six cohorts and five hundred 
horse, inarched into Campania, to check the pro- 
gress of the revolt. He himself, in the mean time, 
sunk into a st^ of languor, overwhelmed with 
despair and melancholy, till the generous ardour of 
the soldiers, and the clamours of the populace 
demanding to be armed, revived his drooping 
spirits. He flattered himself, that a turbulent mul* 
bold in words, but without spirit ia action, 
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woidd be equal to the regular legions. To a mere dock 
mob be gave the name of an army. His freedmen XufcT 
were his only advisers. In such as professed to be /^ 
bis friends, he reposed no confidence. The truth is, ^* 
all of that class, the higher they stood in rank, were 
the more ready to betray. By the advice of his ser- 
vile counselors, he ordered the people to be assem- 
bled in their tobes (b). As they came forward to 
enrol their names^ he^feceived the oath of fidelity; 
but the crowd pressing too thick upon him, he grew 
weary of the task, and left the business of com- 
pleting the new levy to the two consuls. The sena- 
tors were required to bring in a quantity of silver, 
and a certain number of slaves. The Roman knights 
made a voluntary ofier to serve with their lives and 
fortunes. The freedmen, in a body, desired to be 
admitted to the same honour. This humour con- 
tinued, till what at first proceeded from servility and 
fear grew serious in the end, and became real ar- 
dour. The greater part, notwithstanding, felt no 
affection for the prince ; indifferent about the man, 
they grieved to see the humiliating condition to 
which the empire was reduced. Vitellius, on his 
part, omitted nothing that could conciliate the pub- 
lic favour. He appeared with a dejected |if ; he 
spoke in a pathetic tone; he tried the force of tears; 
he made ample promises, lavish of words, and, as is 
usually the case with men in distress, generous be- 
yond all bounds. He now desired to assume the 
title of Giesar. His superstitious veneration for a 
naoie, in which be Aought there was somettiing sa- 
cred, made him willing to accept what he bad often 
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rejected. The pablic clamour was an additional 
motive. The populace thought it proper, and, in 
cases of extreme danger, the voice of the rabble is 
equal to the wisest counsels. But the sphit which 
at the flood was violent, soon began to ebb away. 
The senators and knights fell off by degrees, at 
first, in the absence of the prince, watching their 
opportunity with care Bjkd cautioMaf but, in the end, 
not even managing appearances, with open and 
avowed indifference. Vitellius gave up his -cause 
for lost. He saw that the prince demands in 
vain, when the people are no longer willing to 
comply. 



LIX. By taking possession of Mevania (a), Vitel- 
lius had struck all Italy with terror. The war seem- 
ed to revive with redoubled vigour, but, by his 
dastardly flight from the camp, he lost every advan- 
tage. Yespasian's interest gained additional strength. 
The people throughout the country, went over to 
his party with uncommon ardour. The S^mnites, 
the Pelignians, and the M arsians (b), saw, with regret^ 
the prompt alacrity with which the inhabitants of 
Campania had taken the lead in the revolt; and, to 
atone, for their own remissness, declared for Ves- 
pasian with all the vehemence which a new passion 
inspires. Meanwhile, the army, in passing over the 
Apennine, suffered every extremity from the rigour 
of the winter. The difliculty with which, though 
unmolested by the enemy, tfiey laboured through a 
waste of snow, plainly shows the dangers that sur* 
rounded them, if fortune, no less propitious to Ves- 
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pasian than ihe wisdom of his counsels, had not book 
drawn Vitellius from his post During the march ^.u.c. 
over the mountains, Petilius Cerealis, in the disguise ^^ 
of a common peasant, presented himself to the gene- ^^- 
ral. Being well acquainted with the course of the 
country, he had been able to elude the pursuit of 
the Yitellians. As he had the honour of being allied 
to Fespasian, apd was besides an oflScer of distin- 
guished merit, he waifc not only well received, but 
ranked with the commanders in chief. The wri- 
ters of that day inform us, that Flavins Sabmus, and 
Domitian, had it in their power to escape out of 
Rome. Antonius, it is said, by his emissaries, in- 
vited them to a place of safety ; but Sabinus declined 
the offer, alleging his ill state of health, and his want 
of vigour for so bold an enterprise. Domitian was 
not deficient either in spirit or inclination. Even 
the guards appointed by Vitellius to watch his mo<* 
tions, offered to join his flight; but he suspected an 
underhand design to draw him into a snare, aoid, for 
fliat reason, made no attempt His fear, however, 
was ill founded. Vitellius felt a tender regard for 
his own family, and on their account meditated no- 
thing against the life of Domitian. 

LX. The army pursued their march as far as 
Carsulae (a). At that place the generals thought fit 
to bait for some days, as well to rest the troops, as 
to wait the arrival of the eagles and standards of the 
legions. The situation afforded a pleasant spot for 
their camp, with an open champaign country on 
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BOOK every side, aboundiiig with plenty, and behind tben 
A.u.c.^ ^ number of opulent and flounshing cities. Being 
/ ^ tiien not more than ten miles distant from the Yi- 
^* tellian forces, they hoped, by intrigue and secret 
negotiation, to induce the whole party to lay dovn 
their arms. But the soliers were impatient of delay. 
They wished to end the war by victory, not by 
compromise. They desired to be led against the 
enemy before the arrival of their own legions, who 
would be sure to claim a share of the booty^ tfioi^ 
their assistance was not wanted. Antonius called the 
men together, and, in a public harangue, informed 
them, ^ that Vitellius had still numerous forces in 
^ reserve, all willing, if left to their own reflection, 
^ to hearken to terms of accomroodatien; but des- 
*^ pair might rouse their courage. In the first move- 
^ ments of a civil war, much must be left to chance. 
^^ To complete the conquest, is the province of 
^^ wisdom and deliberate counsels. The fleet at Mi* 
^^ senum, with the whole r^ion of Campania, the 
^ fairest part of Italy, had already declared for Y es- 
^^ pasiao. Of the whole Roman world, the tract that 
^^ lies between Namia and Terracina was aH that 
^^ remained in the hands of Yitellius. By the victory 
'' at Cremona enough of glory had been gained, and, 
^ by the demolition of that city, too much dngrace. 
^^ Rome still flourishes in all its grandeur. To save 
^^ that city, the seat of anpire, from the like calamity, 
^ would be more for ttieir honour than the wild 
^^ ambition of taking it by assault Their fame woidd 
^'* stand on a more solid basis, and their reward 
<^ would be greater, if, with the spirit of citizens, 
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^^ and without further effusion of blood, they pro- book 

^ tected the rights of the senate, and the Roman ^ ^\. 

«people» «^;' 
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LXI. By these remonstrances the fury of the sol- 
diers was appeased. The legions arrived soon after, 
and, by the fame of their united force, struck the 
Yitellians with^disraay. To hold out to the last ex- 
tremity, was no longer the advice or exhortation of 
the officers. To surrender was thought the best mea- 
sure. Numbers saw the advantage of going over to 
the enemy with their companies of foot, or their 
troops of horse, and by that service hoped to merit 
better terms for themselves. Advice was received, 
that four hundred of the enemy ^s cavalry were sta- 
tioned in the neighbourhood, in garrison at /n<e- 
ramifia (a). Varus, at the head of a detached party, 
marched against them. All who resisted were put 
to the sword ; the greater part laid down their arjfis, 
and b^^d quarter. Some fled in a panic to the 
camp at Narnia, and there, by magnifying the num* 
hers and courage of the enemy, endeavoured to 
palliate their own disgrace. In the Vitellian army 
defection and treachery went unpunished: guilt had 
noihbg to fear from the officers, and from the victors 
it met with a sure reward. Who should be the most 
expeditious traitor was now the only struggle. The 
tribunes and centurions deserted in open day, while 
the common soldiers adhered to Yitellius with un- 
daunted resolution; but, at length. Prisons and AI- 
phenus (b) gave the finishing blow to all their 
hopes. Those two officers abandoned the camp, in 

VOL. IV. 40 



SI 4 THB mnon 

BOOR order to retara to Yitellius, and by that atep made 
A. u.c. ^^ apology of all, who, being left without a leader, 
^^ went over to the side of the strongest 

LXII. Daring these transactions, Fabtoa Valens 
was pot to death in prison at Urbinam (a). A report 
had been spread abroad, that he made his escape 
into Germany, and was there employed in raising 
an army of veterans to renew the war. To dear up 
that mistake, and crush at once tiie hopes <tf die Yi- 
tellians, his head was exposed to public view. At 
the sight of that unexpected object, the enemy sunk 
down in deep despair, while the Flavian par^ con- 
ndered that event as the end irf* all their labour. 

Fabius Yalens was a native of Anagoia, descended 
firom a family of equestrian rank. His manners were 
corrupt and profligate, but to his vices he united no 
small degree of genius. A libertine in the pursuit 
of pleasure, ht aquked an air of gaiety, and passed 
tor a man of polite accomplishments. In Ae inter* 
ludes, called Juvenalia (6), which were exhibited in 
tfie reign of Nero, he appeared am<n^ the panto- 
mime performers, at first witti seeming reluctance^ 
but afterwards, of his own choice, displaying talats, 
that gained aj^lause, while they disgraced die maa. 
Rising afterwards to the command of a l^;ion under 
Yerginius, he paid his court to that commander, 
ted betrayed him. He seduced Fonteius Capito (c), 
t>r, perhaps, found him incorruptible, and, for one 
of those reasons, murdered him. False to Galba (d), 
yet faithful to Yitellius, he exhibited, in the hsft 
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stage of life, a contrast to the general depravi^ of book 
the times. The perfidy of others rained his reputation, j^ jj q 

'822. ' 

LXIII. The Yitellians, seeuig all hopes cut off, ^^ 
determined to submit to the conqueror, and^ accord- 
ingly, to Ae utter disgrace of the party, descended 
into the plains of Namia, with their colours display- 
ed, there to mfl^Le a voluntary surrender, Yespa- 
flian^s army wbb drawn up in order of battle.' They 
formed their lines on each side of the public road, 
and in the intermediate space received the vanquish- 
ed troops. Antonius addressed them in a qpeech, 
that breathed moderation and humanity. They were 
quartered at different places; one division at Namia, 
and the other at Interamna. A party of the victori- 
ous legions were stationed near them, not with a 
design to insult or irritate men in distress, but, in 
c^ase of need, to preserve peace and good order. 
Antonius and Yarns, in the mean titne, did not 
Be^ect the opportunity of negotiating with Yitel- 
lius. By frequent messengers they offered fi>r him- 
sdf a supply of money, and a safe retreat in Cam- 
pania, upon condition that he should lay down his 
arms, and surrender himself and his children to the 
discretion of Yespasian. Letters to the same efifect 
wiere also sent to hkn by Mucianus. YitelUus listen- 
ed te these proposals. He even went so far, as to 
amuse himself with settling the number of his train, 
and to talk of the spot on the sea-shore where he 
intended to fix his retreat. Such was the stupidity 
that benumbed his faculties: if others would not 
remember that he had been emperor of Eome, he 
himself was willing to forget it. 
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BOOK LXIY. At Rome, in the mean time, the leading 
j^ ^\. men endeavoured, by secret exhortations, to incite 
/^; Flavins Sabinus, the pnefect of the city, to take an 
^* active part in the aj^roaching revelation, and claim 
a share in the fame and splendour of so great an 
event ^ The city cohorts,'^ they said, " were aH 
^ devoted to him ; the soldiers of the night-watch 
^ (a) would join them ; and thcSr own slaves ro^gbt 
^ be called forth. Every thing favoured the enter- 
^^ prise, and nothing could withstand the victorioas 
'^ arms of a party< in whose favonr fortune had 
'* already decided. Why leave to Varus and Anto- 
^^ nius the whole glory of the war? Yitellius had 
^^ but a few cohorts left, a mere handful of men, 
^ alarmed at the news from every quarter, and over- 
^^ whelmed with fear. The minds of the populace 
<^ were always wavering, fond of change^ and ready 
^ to shift to the side of the strongest Let Sabinos 
^^ show himself, and the acclamations, now given to 
^ Yitellius, would be as loud for Yespasian. As to 
^^ Yitellius, the tide of prosperity overpowered him: 
^^ what must now be his case, when he sees destruc- 
^^ tion on every side? To end the war, be master of 
^ Rome; that will consummate all, and the merit as 
^^ well as the glory will be yours. Who so fit as 
^^ Sabinus to secure the sovereign power for his 
^^ brother? And whom can Yespasian, with so much 
(^ propriety, wish to see the second man in the enn- 
«pire?" 

LXY. These temptations, bright as they were, 
made no impression on Sabinua Enfeebled by old 
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age, he was no longer alive to motives of ambition, book 
His inactivity was by some imputed to a jealoos ^/^j'^ 
spirit, that wished to retard the elevation of his ^^^^ 
brother. Sabinus was the elder, and, while both ^' 
remained in a private station, always took the lead, 
superior not only in point of fortune, but also in the 
opinion of the public. When Vespasian stood in 
need of pecuniaiy aissistance, Sabinus supported his 
credit, but, according to report, secured himself by 
a mortgage (a) on his brother^s house and lands. 
From that time they lived on good terms, preserv- 
ing the exteriors of friendship, while mutual animo- 
sity was supposed to be suppressed in silence. Such 
were the suspicions that prevailed at the time. The 
fair and probable construction is, that Sabinus, a 
man of a meek disposition, wished to spare the 
effusion of blood, and, with that intent, held frequent 
conferences and Vitellius, in order to compromise 
the dispute, and settle the terms of a general pacifi- 
cation. We are told, that, having agreed, in private, 
on the preliminary articles, they ratified a final treaty 
in the temple of Apollo (b), in the presence of CIu- 
vius Rufus (c) and SiUus Italicus (cf), who attended 
as witnesses. The scene was not without a number 
of spectators, who stood at a distance, watching the 
looks and behaviour of the contracting parties. 
ViteUius showed in his countenance an air of sor- 
row and abject humility. Sabinus scorned to insult 
a man in distress; he seemed to feel for the unfor- 
tunate. 

LXVI. Vitellius had k>ng since divested himself 



318 THB mSTOET 

BOOR of every warlike passion, and, if to persuade otben 
had been as easy as to degrade himself, Yespasiaa^s 
army mi^t have taken possession of the citj of 
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69. Rome unstained with blood. But his friends weve 
still firm in his interest; their zeal was not to be 
Bubdued ; they rejected all terms of aecmnniodiUiOD, 
and with warmtti protested against a peace, which 
brought with it no security, but depended altogietfaer 
on the will and pleasure of the conqueror. ^ Was 
^^ it probable that Yespasian would have the msg- 
<^ nanimity to let his rival live secure in a private 
<< station? Would the vanquished bear it? The friends 
^^ of a fallen emperor would commiserate his case, 
^' and that commiseration would be his certato ruin 
^^ (a); the ruin, it was true, of a man advanced in 
'^ years, who had seen the vicissitudes of good and 
<< evil fortune. But what would be die situation of 
^^ his son? What name, what rank^ what character 
'^ could be bestowed on him, who had been abieady 
^^ honoured with the title of Geftnanicus? The pre- 
^^ sQQt offer promises a supply of money, sl hoose^ 
^^ bold tram, and a safe retreat in the del^tfni re- 
^^ gions of Campania: but when Vespasian seises 
^^ the hnperial dignity, neither he, nor his friends, 
^^ nor even his armies, will think diemselves secure, 
^^ till by the death of a rival, they crush tbe seeds 
^ of future contention. Even Fabius Yalens, thoi^ 
^^ a prisoner, and, while they feared a reverse of for- 
^ tune, reserved as a pled^ in Ihe hands of tbe 
^^ enemy, was thought at last too formidable, and for 
^^ that reason he fell a sacrifice. And is it to be ima- 
^^ gined, that Antonius, and Fuscus, or M «cianus, 
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^^ that pillar of the party, will not make the same use boor 
^^ of their power over ViteUius? Pompey was pursued 
^^ to death by Julius Caesar, and Marc Antony by 
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^^ Augustus. But, perhaps, superior sentiment and ^^* 
^^ true greatness of soul are to be expected from 
^^ Vespasian. Let us not deceive ourselves. He is 
^< now a new man, formerly the client (6), the creature 
^^ of Vitellitts, who, at that time, was joined in the 
'^ consulship with the emperor Claudius. All motives 
<' conspire to rouse and animate the emperor: the 
^^ dignity of an illustrious line, the oflSce of censor, 
^ three consulships held by his father, with the va- 
^^ rious honoui*s heaped on his family. These are 
^^ powerful incentives. They call aloud for some 
^^ bold effort of courage, or, at the worst, of brave 
^^ despair. The soldiers are still determined to meet 
^^ every danger, and the fidelity of the people nothing 
^ can alter. In aH events, no calami^ can be so bad 
^ as that, into which Vitellius seems willing to 
^^ plunge himself. If vanquished, we must perish by 
^^ the sword; if we surrender, what will be the case? 
^^ An ignominious death. To choose between infamy 
^ and glory, is all that now remaina The only ques- 
^^ tion is. Shall we tamdy resign our lives, amidst 
^^ the scorn and insolence of the enemy? or shall we 
^ act like men, and die sword in hand widi honour 
*^ and applause?'^ 

hXVlL Vitellius was deaf to every manly senti^ 
ment An obstinate resistance might render the con- 
queror inexorable to his wife and children, and that 
consideration overpowered him with grief and ten* 
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BOOK derness* His mother was now no more. Worn out 
^ ;j'^ witli age, she died a few days before, hai^v not 
^^ to behold the downfal of her family. From <he 
69. elevation of her son she derived nothing, except 
the anxiety that preyed upon her spirits, and the 
fame of a blameless character. On the fifteenth 
before the calends of January (a), the defection of 
the legions and cohorts that surrendered at Namia, 
reached the ears of Vitellius. On receipt of that 
dismal intelligence, he went forth from his palace 
in mourning apparel (b), surrounded by his family 
in deep affliction. His infant son was carried in a 
small litter, with all the appearance of a funeral 
ceremony. The populace followed in crowds, with 
unavailing shouts, and flattery out of season. Th e 
soldiers marched in sullen silence. 

LXYHI. In that vast multitude, no man was so 
insensible of the events and sudden revolutions of 
human life, as not to be touched by the misery of 
the scene before him. They saw an emperor, but a 
little before master of the Roman world, abandonii^ 
his palace, and, in the midst of a vast crowd of citi- 
zens assembled round him, proceeding throng the 
streets of Rome to abdicate the imperial dignity. 
No eye had seen a spectacle so truly aflfecting; no 
ear had heard of so dismal a catastrophe. Caesar, the 
dictator, fell by sudden violence; Caligula perish- 
ed by a dark conspiracy; Nero fled through devious 
paths, while the shades of night concealed his dis- 
grace ; Piso and Galba may be said to have died 
in battle. Vitellius, before an assembly of the people 
called by himself, in the midst of his own soldiers, 
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and in tho pretence of a concourse of women, who book 
beheld the sad reverse of fortune, by his own act ^ ^ q 
deposed himself. In a short but pathetic speech, he 
declared his voluntary abdication. *'I retire,** he ^^* 
fiaid, ^* for the sake of peace and the good of the 
^ commonwealth, retain me still in your memory, 
^^ and view with an eye of ^ity the misfortunes of 
^ my brother, my wife, and infant children. I ask 
^^ no more.** He raised his son in his arms, and 
showed him to the people; he turned to indivi- 
duals; he implored the compassicm of all A gush 
of tears suppressed his voice: in that distress, taking . 
his sword from his side, and addressing himself 
to Cnciiius Simplex (a), the consul, who stood 
near him, he offered to deliver jt into his hand^, as 
tbe symbol of authority over the lives of the Ro- 
man citizens. The consul refused to accept it, and 
the people, with violent uproar, opposed his resig- 
nation. YitelUus left the place. His intention was 
to lay down all the ensigns of sovereignty in the 
temple of Concord (&), and seek a humble retreat in 
his brother*s bouse. This again met with a strong 
opposition from the populace. The general cry was, 
that the house of a private citizen was not a proper - 
mansion: all insisted on his returning to the palace. 
The crowd obstructed the streets, and no pass was 
left open, except that called the Sacred Way. In 
confusion, distraeted, and left without advice, Yitel- 
lias returned to tbe palace. 

liXlK. The abdication of tfie prince was soon 
known throughout the city. Upon the first intdli- 
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BOOK gence, Flavius Sabious seat orders id writing to the 
—7777- tribunes of the cohorts, commandiDg them to re- 
^'^- Strain the violent spirit of the soldiers. The leading 
(39- members of the senate, as if the whole power of the 
state was falling at once into the hands of Vespa- 
sian, went in a bodj to the house of Sabinos. A 
numerous band of the equestrian order, with the 
city soldiers, and the night watch, followed the ex- 
ample of the fathers. They were there informed of 
the zeal of the people for Vitellius, and the menaces 
thrown out by the German cohorts. Sabinus was 
too far advanced to think of a retreat Indtviduab 
trembled for themselves: if they dispersed, the Yi- 
tellians might seize the opportunity to lay a scene 
of blood. To prevent that terrible disaster, they 
ui^ed Sabinus to take up arms, and show himself 
in force to the people. But, as often happens in 
pressing exigencies, all were ready to advise^ and 
few to share the danger. Sabinus went forth at the 
head of a band of soldiers. Near the Fandane lake 
(a), a bold and resolute party of the YiteDians ad^ 
vanced against him. A skirmish ensued. The Fi- 
tellians had the advantage. Sabinus retreated to the 
fort of the capitol, and in that strong hold shut 
himself up with his soldiers, and a small party of 
senators and Roman knights. A list of their names 
can not be given with any precision, as numbers 
afterwards, in the reign of Yespasian, assumed a 
share of merit in that transaction. There were even 
wom.en who dared to defy the danger of a siege. 
Among these the most distinguished w^s 'Yerulana 
Gracilia, a woman of high spirit, whcr bad neither 
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ohildren nor relations to attract her. bat acted en* book 

III. 
tirely on the impulse of her own intrepid genius. ^ ^\. 

The TitelUans invested the citadel, but guarded |^ 
the passes with so much negligence, that Sabinus, ^^* 
in the dead of night, was able to receive into the 
place his own children (b), and Domitian, his bro- 
ther's son. At the same time, he sent dispatches to 
the victorious army,' to inform the chiefs of his situ- 
ation, and the necessity of immediate relief. The 
besiegers attempted nothing during the night. Had 
Sabinus taken advantage of their inactivity, he 
might have made his escape through the passes 
neglected by a ferocious enemy, bold and resolute, 
but scorning all regular discipline, and impatient of 
fatigue. It happened, besides, that a storm of rain 
fell with all the violence of the. winter season. Dur- 
ing the tempest, the men could neither see nor hear 

one another. 

* 

LXX. At the dawn of day, before hostilities 
commenced, Sabinus dispatched Cornelius Mar- 
tialis, a principal centurion, with instructions to re- 
present to Yitellius the treachery of his conduct, in 
open violation of a solemn treaty. ^^ The late abdi- 
^^ cation was no better than a state farce, played in 
^ the face of mankind, to deceive the most illustrious 
^^ citizens. For what other purpose did he wish 
^ to withdraw to his brother's house, so situated as 
^ to overlook the forum, and attract the eyes of the 
^ public? Why not rather choose the mansion 
^ of his wife, a sequestered station near mount 
^^ Aventine? For him, who renounced the sovereign 
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— r^ " Vitellius sought the very reverse: he retcinied to 
823. M hig palace, the citadel, as it were, of the empire, 
^- ^^ and thence sent forth a military force to deluge 
^ the best part of the city^with innocent blood. Even 
^ the capitol was no longer a sanctuary. During die 
«• rage of civil war, while the fate of empire hung 
^ suspended between Vespasian and Vitellius; while 
^ the l^ions drenched their swords in the blood of 
^ their fellow citizens^ while cities were taken by 
^^ storm, and whole cohorts laid down their arms ; the 
^^ part which Sabinus acted, was that of a senator 
^^ and a civil magistrate. Both the Spains, the Uppor 
^ and Lower Germany, and all Britain had revolted; 
^ and yet the brother of Vespasian preserved his 
^ fidelity to the reigning prince. If at length he en* 
^^ tered into a negotiation, Vitellius invited him to 
^^ the meeting. The stipulated terms were advan- 
^^ tageous to the vanquished ; and to the conqueror 
' ^ brought nothing but fame and honour. If Vitellius 
^ repented of that transaction, why point his arms 
^^ against Sabinus, who had been the dupe of insidioas 
^^ policy? Why besiege the son of Vespasian, a youth 
^^ not yet grown up to the age of manhood (a) ? By the 
^ murder of an old man, and the death of a stripling, 
^^ what advantage could be gained? It would be more 
^^ for the honour of Vitellius to make head against 
^^ the legions, and decide the contest in the field of 
^ battle. A single victory wo^M end the virar, and 
^ every thing would fall to the fot of the conqueror.^ 
' Vitellius listened to (his remonstrance with visible 
marks of fear. He endeavoured in few words to clear 
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his own condact) imputing tiie whole mischief to the book 
soldiers, whose intemperate zeal was no longer sub- ^ ^'^ 
ject to his authority. He advised Martialis to de- ^^^* 
part through a private part of the house, lest the 69. 
soldiers in their fury 'should destroy the negotiator 
d a peace which they abhorred. He himself re* 
mained in his palace, unable to command or to pro- 
hibit any measure whatever; a mere phantom of 
power, no longer emperor, but still the cause of civil 

dissension. 

LXXL Martialis had no sooner entered the Capi- 
tol, than the Y itellian soldiers appeared before it ; no 
chief to lead them on ; all rushing forward with im- 
petuous fury, and every man his own commanding 
ofiBcer. Having passed the forum, and the temples 
(a) that surround it, they marched up the hill that 
fronts the capitol, and, afler baiting there to form 
their ranks, advanced in regular order to the gates 
of the citadel. On the right side of the ascent, a range 
of porticos had been built in ancient times. From 
the top of those edifices the besieged annoyed the 
enemy with stones and tiles. The assailants had no 
weapons but their swords. To wait for warlike en* 
innes seemed a tedious delay , to men impatient for 
the assault. They threw flaming torches into the por- 
tico nearest at hand; and seeing the destruction 
niado by the devouring flames, were ready to force 
their way through the gate (6), if Sabinus had not 
thrown into a heap all the statues that adorned the 
place, and with those venerable monuments of anti^ 
qmty blocked up the passage. The Titellians push- 
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Y"~- the grove of the asylum (c), and the other near the 
823. hundred steps of the Tarpeian rock (d). Both attacks 
^^ were unforeseea Near the asylum-grove the affair 
grew serious. On that side of the hill, the housesi 
which had been built dui ing a long peace, were 
raised as high as the foundation of the capitol. The 
besiegers climbed to the top. of those buildings, in 
spite of every effort to stop their progress. The roofs 
were . immediately set on fire, but whether by the 
besieged, or the besiegers (e), is uncertain. The 
current opinion ascribed it to the former. The flame 
soon reached the contiguous porticos, and in a short 
lime, spread to the eagles (a set of piUars so called^ 
that supported the buildings. The wood, being old 
and dry, was so much fuel to increase the fire. In 
the conflagration that followed, the capitol, with all 
its gates shut, and neither stormed by the enemy, nor 
defended by Sabinus, was burnt to the ground 

LXXII. From the foundation of the city to that 
hour, the Roman people had felt no calamity so de- 
plorable, no disgrace so humiliating. Wittiout the 
shock of a foreign enemy, and, if we except the 
yices of the age, without any particular cause to 
draw down the wrath of heaven, the temple of Jupi- 
ter, supreme of gods; a temple, bwlt in ancient 
times (a) with solemn rites and religious auspices, 
the pledge of future grandeur; which peither Por- 
sena (6), when Rome surrendered to his arms, nor 
the Gauls (c), when they took the city by storm, 
had dared to violate; that sacred edifice was now 
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demolished by the rage of men contending for a book 
fifiaster to reign over them. The capitol, it is true, "XTufcT 
was once before destroyed by fire during the vio- ^^^ 
lence of a civil war (d); but the guilt was then con- ^^* 
fined to tlie treachery of a few incendiaries, the 
madness of evil-niinded men. In the present junc- 
ture it was besieged with open hostility, and in the 
face of day involved ia flames. And what adequate 
motive? what object in view to atone for so wild a 
frenzy? Was the sword drawn in the cause of public 
liberty? 

Tarqumius Priscus, during the war which he 
waged against the Sabines, bound himself by a vow 
to build that sacred structure. He afterwards laid 
the foundation^ on a plan suggested by his own vast 
idea of the rising grandeur of the empire, but incon- 
sistent with the circumstances of an infant state. 
Servius Tullius, assisted by the zeal of the allies of 
Rome, went on with the work, and after him Tar- 
quin the proud, with the spoils of Suessa Pometia 
(e), added to the magnificence of the building. But 
the glory of completing the design was reserved for 
tfie aBra of liberty, when kings were deposed and 
banished for ever. It was under the republic that 
Horatius Pulvillus (/), in his second consulship, 
performed the ceremony of dedicating the temple^, 
at that time finished with so much grandeur, that 
the wealth of after ages could do no more than grace 
it with new embellishments: to its magnificence 
nothing could be added. Four hundred and fifteen 
years afterwards, in the consulship of Lucius Scipio 
and Caius Norbanus (g), it was burnt to the ground, 
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-]^-^^ in that juncture had triumphed over all opposttmi 
822. (Q iiig ^foig^ underto<4£ the care of the building: tte 
^* glory of dedicating it would have crowned his feli- 
city {h); but that honour was reserved for Lotatias 
Catulus (t), whose name, amidst so many nobk 
monuments of the Caesars, remained in legible cha* 
racters till the days of Vitellina. Such was the sacred 
building, which the madneas of the times reduced to 
ashes. 

LXXin. The fire, when it first beg^ to rage, 
threw the combatants into the utmost confnnon, but 
on the part of the besieged the distress was greatest 
The Yitellian soldiers, in the moment ef difficulty, 
wanted neither skill nor courage. In the opposite 
party the men were seized with a panic, and the 
commander had neither spirit nor presence of mind» 
Benumbed and torpid, he lost his powers of speech, 
and even the faculties of eyes and ears. No resources 
in himself, he was deaf to the advice of others* 
Alarmed by every sudden noise, he went forward, 
he returned; he ordered what he had forbidden, and 
countermanded what he had ordered. In this dis- 
traction all directed, and none obeyed. Thqr Arev 
down their arms, and each man began to shift for 
himself. They fled, they hid themselves in Inrkii^ 
places; the Vitdlians burst in witib fire and sword; 
a scene of carnage followed. A few gaSant spirits 
made a brave resistance, and perished in the attempt 
The most distinguished were Cornelius Martiaiifl^ 
jEmilius Facensis, Casperivs Mi^n*, and Didras 
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Scaeva: all these met their fate with undaunted book 
courage. Flavius Sabinus, without his sword, and — ^^^ 
not so much as attempting to save himself by flight, 822. 
was surrounded by a band of the Yitellians. Quinc* 69. ' 
tins Atticus (a), the consul, was also taken prisoner. 
The ensigns of his magistracy discovered him to the 
soldiers ; and the haughty style in which he had issued 
several edicts, in their tenour favourable to Yespa- 
sian, and injurious to Vitellius, made him an object 
of resentment. The rest by various stratagems made 
their escape; some' in the disguise of slaves; others 
assisted by the fidelity of their friends, and by their 
care concealed under the baggage. A few, who had 
caught the military word by which the Yitellians 
knew each other, used it with confidence in their 
questions and answers to all that came in their way. 
The boldness of the experiment saved their lives. 

LXXIY. Domitian^ on the first irruption of the 
besiegers, was conveyed to the apartments of the 
warden of the temple, and there protected till one 
of his freedmen had the address to conduct him, 
clad in a linen vestment, amidst the band of sacri- 
ficers, to the place called VeUxbrum^ where he lodged 
him safe under the care of Cornelius Primus, a 
man firmly attached to Yespasian. Domitian, during 
the reign of his father, threw down the warden^s 
lodge, and on the same spot built a chapel to Jupi- 
ter THE Conservator, with a marble altar, on 
-which the story of his escape was engraved at length. 
Being afterwards invested with the imperial dignity, 
he dedicated a magnificent temple to Jupiter the 
VOL. IV. 42 
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^ u (. tbe young prince in his arms. Sabinus and Quinc- 
^^ tius Atticus were conducted in fetters to the pre- 
^- sence of Vitellius. He received them without a 
word of reproach, or so much as an angry look, 
though the soldiers, with rage and yociferation, in- 
sisted on their right to murder both, demanding, at 
the same time, the reward due to them for (beir 
late exploits. The inferior populace, with violent 
uproar, called for immediate vengeauce on Sabinus, 
not forgetting to mingle with their fury the language 
of adulation to Vitellius, who endeavoured to address 
them from the stairs of the palace: but the storm 
was too outrageous. The mob fell upon Sabinus. 
He died under repeated blows. The assassins cut 
off his head, and dragged the mangled body to the 
common chameL 

LXXY. Such was the end of a man who merited 
a better fate. He had carried arms five-and-lhirty ' 
years in the service of his country, distinguished 
by his civil and military conduct His integrity and 
love of justice were never questioned. His fault was 
that of talking too much. In the course of seven 
years, during which he administered the province 
of Massia, and twelve more, while he was governor 
of Rome, malice itself could find no other blemish 
in his character, in the last act of his life he was 
condemned for inactivity and want of spirit; others 
saw in his conduct a man of moderation, who wished 
to prevent the effusion of Roman blood. Before the 
elevation of Vespasian, aD agree that he was the 
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head and ornament of his family. That his fall was book 

• III 

matter of joy to Mucianus, seems well attested. In 
general, his death was considered as an event of ^^^* 
public utility, since all emulation between two men 69. 
likely to prove dangerous rivals, one as the empe* 
ror^s brother, and the other as a colleague in power, 
was now extinguished. The consul, Qjuinctius At- 
ticus, was the next victim demanded by the popu- 
lace. Yitellius opposed their fury. He thought him- 
self bound in gratitude to protect a man, who, being 
interrogated concerning the destruction of the capi- 
tol, avowed himself the author of the misfortune, and 
by that truth, or weU timed lie, took upon himself 
the whole load of guilt, exonerating the Yitellian 
party. 

LXXYI. During these transactions, Lucius Yi- 
tellhis, having pitched his camp in the neighbour- 
hood of Ferouia (a), formed a design to storm the 
city of Tarracina. The garrison, consisting of ma- 
rines and gladiators, remained pent up within the 
walls, not daring to sally out and face the enemy in 
die open field. The gladiators, as has been men- 
tioned, were under the command of Julianus, and 
the marines under that of ApoUinaris; two men, 
immereed in doth and luxury, by their vices more 
like common gladiators than superior officers. No 
sentinels stationed, no night-watch to prevent a sud- 
den alarm, and no care taken to guard the works, 
they passed both day and ni^t in drunken jollity. 
The windings of that delightful coast resounded 
With notes <^ joy, and die soldiers were spread about 
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•j^-jj-^ commanders, who never thought of war except 
^^ when it became the subject over their bottla A[n- 
^9' nius Tiro had left the place a few days before, in 
order to procure supplies for the commanding 
officera By exacting presents and contributions 
. from the municipal towns, he inflamed the preju- 
dices of the people, gaining ill will in every quarter, 
and for his party no accession of strength. 

LXXYII. Things remained in this posture, when 
a slave belonging to Yerginius Capito deserted to' 
Lucius y itellius, with an offer to head a detachment 
and, by surprise, make himself master of the citadel, 
unprovided, as it then was, with a sufficient force to 
guard the works. His proposal was accepted In the 
dead of night he set out with a party of light-armed 
cohorts, and, having gained the summit of the bill, 
took his station over the heads of the enemy. From 
that eminence the soldiers poured down with impe- 
tuous fury, not to a battle, but to a scene of carnage 
and destruction. They fell upon a defenceless mul- 
titude, the greatest part unarmed, some running to 
snatch up their weapons, others scarce awake, and 
all thrown into consternation by the general uproar, 
by the darkness, the clangour of trumpets, and the 
shouts of the enemy. A few of the gladiators made 
a brave resistance, and sold their lives at the dearest 
rate. The rest fled to the ships. Terror and confu- 
sion followed them. The peasants of the neighbour- 
hood were intermixed with the troops, and altogether 
fell in one promiscuous slaughter. In the beginning 
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of the tnmult, six light galleys broke loose from book 
their moorings. On board of one of them, Apolli- " ^j „ 
naris, the comDiander of the fleet, made his escape. ^^ 
The rest were either taken, or by the weight of the <^' 
crowd that rushed on board, sunk to the bottom. 
Julianus was conducted to Lucius Titelhus, and, in 
his presence, first ignominiousty scoui^ed, aod then 
put to death. Triaria, the wife of Lucius the com- 
niandiDg officer, was accused of exulting with pride 
aod cruelty amidst the carnage that laid waste the city 
of Tarracina. Slie is said to have appeared with a 
sword girt by her side, adding mockery and insult 
to the horrors of that tragic scene. The general, to 
mark so brilliant a victory, sect a letter wreathed with 
laurel (a) to bis brotlier, desinng et the same time, 
to know whether he should directly march forward 
to Rome, or stay to finish the entire reduction of 
Campania. The delay was of the greatest moment, 
not only to Fespasian^s party, but to the common- 
wealth. A fierce and savage soldiery, flashed with 
success, and to their natural ferocity adding the in- 
lolence of victory, had they been immediately led 
to Rome, would, beyond alt doubt, have renewed 
the war with dreadful havoc, and, perhaps, the de- 
struction of the city. On such an occasion, Lucius 
THellius was an oQicer to be dreaded. Though his 
character was decried and infamous, he wanted 
neither talents nor vigoor of mind. Like all who 
succeed by prosperous wickedness, be had raised 
himself to eminence, and what good men obtain by 
their virtues, he accomplished by his vices. 



334 THE H18T0RT 

BOOK LXXTIII. Meanwhile, Yespasian^s army, inac- 

'■ — tive ever since their departure from Narnia, loitered 

822. away the time at Ocriculum (a), amusing themsebes 
69. ' with the celebration of the Saturnalian festival (6). 
To wait for the arrival of Mucianus, was the 
ostensible reason for this ill-timed delay. Motives of a 
different nature were imputed to Antonius. Y iteUius, 
it was said, bad tampered with him by letters, and, 
to entice him from his party, promised the coiisiil- 
ship, and his daughter in marriage with a splendid 
fortune. With a considerable number this accosatioii 
had no kind of weight They treated it as a mere 
calumny, the invention of artful men, who wished 
to pay their court to Mucianua Many were of opi- 
nion, that the whole was a deliberate plan, settled 
by all the general officers, who rather chose to alarm 
the city of Rome with distant terrors, than to carry 
desolation within the walls; especially since the 
strongest cohorts had abandoned Yitellius, and that 
prince, left as he was, without hopes of succour, 
would probably end the contest by a voluntary ab- 
dication. This design, however wise and prudent, 
was defeated, at first by the rashness, and in the 
end, by the irresolutbn, of Sabinus. That officer 
had ta^en up arms with a show of courage, and yet 
was not able, against so small a force as three co- 
horts, to defend the cq>itol; a fortress strong enough 
to stand the shock of powerful armies, and always 
deemed impregnable But the truth is, where all 
. were guilty of misconduct, the Uame can not well 
be fixed on any one in particular. Mucianus, by the 
studied ambiguity of his letters^ checked the pro- 
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gress of the victorious army ; and Antonius, by ob* book 
sequious compliances, or, perhaps, with a design to ^xjq 
blacken the character of Muciauus, was willing to ^^^ 
incar the imputation of inactivity. The rest of the ^^* 
officers concluded hastily that the war was ended, 
and, by that mistake, occasioned all the disasters 
that closed the scene. Even Petilius Cerealis, who 
had been sent forward at the head of a thousand 
horse, with orders to proceed by rapid marches 
through the country of the Sabines, and to enter 
Rome by the Salarian road (c), did not push on 
with vigour. The chiefs heard, at last, that the 
capitol was besieged; and that intelligence roused 
them from their lethargy. 

LXXIX. Antonius, in the night-time, made a 
forward movement towards the city of Rome. He 
pursued the Flaminian road, and, by a forced 
march, arrived at the red rocks (a) ; but the mis- 
chief had already happened. At that place he re- 
ceived intelligence, that Sabinus was murdered; 
that the capitol lay smoking on the ground ; that the 
populace, joined by the slaves, had taken up arms 
for Vitellius, and that all Rome was wild with con- 
sternation. At the same time, Petilius Cerealis met 
with a defeat. That general, despising an enemy 
whom he considered as already conquered, advanced 
incautiously to attack a party of horse and infantry. 
The battle was fought at a small distance from 
Borne, at a place where the land was divided into 
gardens, intersected by narrow roads, and covered 
with buildings; a spot well known to the Yitellians, 
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^ ^\, way disadvantageous. Nor did the cavalry under 
/^^- Cerealis act with unanimity or equal ardour. They 
69. had among them a party of the men who laid down 
their arms at Namia, and all of that description 
waited to see the issue of the battle. Tullius Flavi- 
anus, who commanded a squadron of Yespasian's 
horse, was taken prisoner. The rest fled with preci- 
pitation. The conquering troops pursued the run- 
aways as far as Fidenae (6). 

LXXX. The success of the YiteUians in this 
engagement inspired the partisans at Rome with 
new courage. The populace had recourse to arms. 
A few were provided with shields ; the rest snatched 
up whatever weapons fell in their way. With one 
voice they demanded the signal for the attack. 
Yitellius commended their zeal, and ordered them 
to exert themselves in the defence of the city. In 
the mean time he convened the senate. The fathers 
sent ambassadors to the several chiefs, with in- 
structions to propose, in the name of the common- 
wealth, a plan of pacification. The deputies chosen 
for this purpose were variously received. In the 
camp of Petilius Cerealis they were in danger of 
their lives. The soldiers disdained all terms of 
accommodation, and^ in their fury attacked the am- 
bassadors. The praetor Arulenus Rusticus (a) was 
wounded. By this outrage the rights of ambassa- 
dors were violated, and, in the personal dignity of 
the man, virtue itself was insulted. The attendants 
in his train were obliged to fly. The lictor who 
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attempted to open a passage through the crowd, book 
was murdered on the spot ; and, if the guard ap- ^ ^j ^. 
pointed by Cerealis had not interposed in time, the ^^^ 
law of nations, ever respected by the most hostile ^^* 
states, had been trampled under foot, and the am* 
bassadors, in the face of their country, under the 
very walls of Rome, must have fallen victims to the 
brutal rage of frantic men. The deputies who went 
to the camp of Antonius met with a more gentle 
reception; but were indebted for it, not to the 
pacific temper of the soldiers, but to the authority of 
the commander in chief 

LXXXI. It happened that Musonius Rufus (a), 
a Roman knight, followed in the train of the 
ambassadors. He professed himself devoted to the 
study of philosophy, and in particular to the doc* 
trines of the stoic «ect Full of his boasted system, 
he mixed among the soldiers, and, reasoning much 
concerning good and evil, began a dissertation on 
the blessings of peace, and the calamities of war. 
Men under arms, and fierce with victory, were not 
likely to relish a moral lecture. His pedantiy tired 
the patience of the soldiers, and became a subject 
of ridicule. The philosopher was in danger of being 
roughly treated, if the advice of the more con- 
siderate, and the oienaces of others, had not taught 
him to suppress his ill-timed maxims of wisdom. 

The vestal virgins (6) went in procession to the 
camp, with letters from Yiteltius addressed to 
Antonius, in substance requesting a cessation of 
arms for a single day. In the interval a compromise 
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-— -^ — action. The vestal train received every mark of 

A. U.C. ' . . 

822. respect. An answer in writing was sent to Yitellias, 
69. * informing him, that the murder of Sabinus, and the 

destruction t>f the capitol, made all terms of accom- 

modatioa««inadmissible. 

LXXXII. Antonius, in the mean time, called an 
assembly of the soldiers, and, in a soothing speech, 
endeavoured to infuse into their minds a spirit of 
moderation. He advised them to encamp at the 
Milvian bridge (a), and not to think d* entering 
Rome till the next day. An enraged soldiery, 
forcing their way sword in hand, he had reason to 
fear, would rush on with impetuous fury, and give 
no quarter to the people or the senate. Even the 
temples and altars of the gods might fall in one 
promiscuous ruin. But the impatience of the army 
was not to be restrained. Eager for victory, they 
thought themselves ruined by delay. A display of 
colours and ensigns was seen glittering on the hills, 
followed, indeed, by an undisciplined rabble; but 
the appearance announced the preparations of an 
enemy. The conquerors advanced in three divi- 
sions ; the first, from their station on the Flaminian 
road ; the second marched along the banks of the 
Tiber; and the third, towards the gate Cdlina, bj 
the Salarian way. On the first onset the mob was 
put to flight by the cavalry. The Vitellian soldiers 
ranged themselves in three columns. The entrance 
of the city was obstinately disputed. Several sharp 
engagements followed before the walls, with various 
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success, but, for the most part, favourable to Ves- book 
pasidD^s men, supported as they were by able XTTcT 
officers. A party wheeled round to the left side of ^^\^ 
the city, towards the Sallustian gardens, and, being ^^* 
engaged in slippery and narrow passes, were 
roughly handled. The Yitellians had taken posses- 
sion of the gardens, and, from the top of the wails, 
were able, with stones and spears, to annoy the 
troops beneath them. The advantage was on their 
side, till, towards the close of day, a party of Yes- " 
pasian^s cavalry forced their way througli the Col- 
liniau gate, and fell upon the endmy in the rear. 
A battle was also fought in the field of Mars. The 
good fortune that hitherto attended Yespasian^s 
cause, gave him a decided victory. The Yitellians 
fought with obstinacy to the last Despair lent them 
courage. Though dispersed and routed, they rallied 
within the walls of the city, and once more returned 
to the charge. 

LXXXin. The people flocked in crowds to be* 
hold the conflict, as if a scene of carnage were no 
more than a public spectacle exhibited for their 
amusement. Whenever they saw the advantage in* 
dining to either side, they favoured the combatants 
with shouts, and theatrical applause. If the men fled 
from their ranks, to take shelter in shops or houses, 
they roared to have them dragged forth, and put to 
death like gladiators for their diversion. While the 
soldiers were intent on slaughter, these miscreants 
were employed in plundering. The greatest part of 
file boo^ fell to then* share. Rome presented a 
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BOOK scene truly shocking, a medley of savage slaughter 
■ --' and monstrous vice ; in one place war and desolation ; 
^' in another, bathiog, riot, and debauchery. Heaps of 
^^' slain lay weltering in the streets, and blood flowed 
in torrents, while harlots and abandoned women 
wandered about with lascivious impudence. What- 
ever the libidinous passions can inspire in the hour 
of peace, was intermixed with all the horrors of 
war, of slaughter, and destruction. The whole city 
seemed to be inflamed with frantic rage, and, at 
the same time, intoxicated with bacchanalian plea- 
sures. Before this period Rome had seen enraged 
armies within her walls; twice under Sylla (a), and 
once after the victory obtained by Cinna. Upon 
those occasions the same barbarity was committed; 
but the unnatural security and inhuman indifference 
that now prevailed, were beyond all example. In 
the midst of rage and massacre, pleasure knew no 
intermission. A dreadful carnage seemed to be a 
spectacle added to the public games. The populace 
enjoyed the havoc; they exulted in the midst of 
devastation ; and, without any regard for the con-' 
tending parties, triumphed over the miseries of flieir 
country. 

LXXXIV. Vespasian^s party had now conquered 
every thmg but the camp (a). That difficult and 
arduous task still remained. The bravest of the 
ViteDians were still in possession. They considered 
it as their last resort, and were therefore determined 
to make a vigorous stand. The conquering troops 
advanced with determmed fuiy to the attack, and 
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the old prsetorian cohorts with inflamed reseDtmeot book 
Whatever the military art had invented against ^. u.c. 
places of the greatest strength, was employed by the 
assailants. They advanced under the shell; they 
threw up mounds ; they discharged missive weapons 
and flaming torches ; all declaring aloud, ^^ that one 
'^ glorious effort would put an end to their toil 
^^ and danger. To the senate and people of Rome 
^ they had restored their city, and to the gods their 
^^ altars and their temples. It now remained to gain 
^ possession of the camp, the soldier^s post of 
^^ honour, his country, and the seat of his household 
** gods. They must either carry the entrenchments 
" by assault, or pass the night under arms.'' The 
spirit of the Yitellians was broken, but not subdued. 
To sell the victory at the dearest rate, and delay the 
return of peace, was the last effort of expiring rage ; 
and to stain the houses and altars with an effusion 
of blood, was the last consolation of despair. The 
towers and ramparts were covered with heaps of 
slain. The gates of the camp were forced. The few 
that still survived had the courage to maintain their 
post. They fell under honourable wounds, prodigal 
of life, and to the last tenacious of their glory. 

LXXXV. Yitellius, seeing the city conquered, 
went in a litter, by a private way at the back of the 
palace, to his wife's house on mount Aventine, with 
intent, if he could lie concealed during the rest of 
flie day, to fly for refuge to his brother and the 
cohorts under his command at Terracina. His 
natural irresolution returned upon him. He dreaded 
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BOOR every thing, and, with the usual distraction of fear, 
III 

-J— ^ what was present alarmed him most He returned 
^^3. to his palace, and found it a melancholy desert His 
69. slaves had made their escape, or shunned the pre- 
sence of their master. Silence added to the terrcHr 
of the scene. He opened the doors of his apart- 
ments, and stood aghast at the dreary solitude. All 
was desolation round him. He wandered from room 
to room, till his heart sunk within him. Weary, at 
length, of his wretched condition, he chose a dis- 
graceful lurking-^lace (a), and there lay hid with 
abject fear, till Julius Placidus, the tribune of a co- 
hort, dragged him forth. With his hands bound 
behind him, and his garment torn, he was conduct- 
^ed, a wretched spectacle, through croirds insulting 
his distress, and not a friend to pi^ lus misfortunes. 
A catastrophe so mean and despicable moved no 
passion but contempt A German soldier (b), either 
in wrath, or to end his misery, struck at him with 
his sabre, and, missing his aim, cut off the ear d a 
tribune. Whether his design was against that officer, 
can not now be known. For his attempt he perished 
on the spot Yitellius was dragged along amidst 
the scoffs and insults of the rabble. With swords 
pointed at his throat, they forced him to raise his 
head, and expose his countenance to scorn and de» 
rision ; they made him look at his statues tumbling 
to the ground ; they pointed to the place of public 
harangues, and showed him the spot where Galba 
perished. In this manner they hurried him to the 
chamel (c), where the body of Flavins Sabmus had 
beea thrown amongst the vilest oaale&ctors. An 
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expression fell from him, in the last extremity, that book 
bespoke a mind not utterly destitute of sentiment. ^ ^ '^ 
A tribune insulted him in his misery.; " and yet," ^22. 
said Titellius, " I have been your sovereign." He 69. 
died soon after under repeated wounds. The popu- 
lace, who had worshipped him in the zenith of his 
power, continued, after his death, with the same de- 
pravity, to treat his remains with every mark of scorn 
and insolence. 

LXXXVI. He was the son, as already mention- 
ed, of Lucius Yitellius, and had completed the fifty- 
seventh year of his age. Fie rose to the consulship, 
to pontifical dignities, and a name and rank among 
the most eminent citizens, without industry or per- 
sonal merit The splendid reputation of the father (a) 
laid open the road to honours for the son. The men 
who raised him to the imperial dignity, did not so 
much as know him. By his vices, and luxurious 
ease, he gained an ascendant over the afiections of 
the army, to a degree rarely attained by the virtue 
of the ablest generals. Simplicity, frankness, and 
generosity must not be denied to him; but those 
qualities, when not under the curb of discretion, are 
always equivocal, and often ruinous. He endeavour- 
ed to conciliate friendships, not by his virtues, but 
by boundless liberality, and no wonder if he missed 
his aim: he deserved friends, but never had them. 
That his power should be overturned, was, no doubt, 
the interest of the commonwealth ; but the men who 
figured in that important scene, could claim no merit 
with Vespasian, since, with equal versatili^, they 
had been traitors to Galba. 
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BOOK The day being far spent, and the Others and chief 
"aTu.^ magistrates having either iSed J^om &e city in a pa- 
jP^ nic, or concealed themselves in the houses of th^r 
^^' friends, the senate could not |)e assembled. The rag» 
of slaughter befng appeased, and all hostilities ceas- 
ing, Domitian presented himself before the leaders 
of the par^. He was saluted by the title of Cassar^ 
and a band of soldiers under arms conducted him to 
his faiher^s house. 



END OF BOOK III. 
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Section I. 

(a) Tacitus computes 820 years rrom the foundation of Rome 
to the end of Nero, when the following history begins. The battle 
of Actium was in the year of Rome 723; from that time the reiga 
of Augustus and the succeeding emperors form a period of 98 
years to end of Nero, who died A. U. C. 831. 

(6) The history of Rome to the end of the republic ^ is em- 
phatically called by Tacitus the history of the Roman people. 
From the battle of Actium, it is properly the history of the em- 
perors. 

(e ' Tacitus was, probably, raised to the office of quaestor by 
Vespasian, and perhaps to the senatorian rank. Under Titus he 
advanced, in the regular gradation of the magistracy, to the func- 
tions either of tribune or aedile; and in the time of Domitian he 
was one of the quindecimviral college, as well as praetor. See 
Annals, xi. s. 11. 

(d) It is evident from this passage that Tacitus published his 
history in the reign of Trajan, since Nerva is called the Deified 
Nerva, and the apotheosis of the emperors was always after their 
death. Nerva began his reign A. U. C. 849, and died in the 
year 851, when Trajan succeeded by adoption. 
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Section II. 

(a) The history included the whole time rrom the first of Oalba 
to the assassiDation ofDomitiaD; and, for that reason, some of the 
commentators are of opinion that the four princes put to the 
sword are Galba, Otbo, Yitellius, and Domitian. Others, ob- 
senring that the whole of Domitian^s reign is lost, adapt their 
notions to the present state of our author's work, and reckon 
Piso, who was adopted by Galba, one of the four murdered 
princes. 

(6) The insurrection against Oalba was an act of sudden tio- 
lence; soon begun and ended. The three civil wars were as fdl* 
lows: 1. Otho and Viteliius: S. Vitellius and Ye^Muuan: S. Lucius 
Aotonius and Domitian, A. U. C. 845. The account of this last 
war is lost. All that can be collected at present is, that Antonius, 
who commanded the legions on the Upper Rhine, formed a league 
with some of the German nations, and declared war against Do- 
mitian. He hazarded a battle with Lucius Maximus, and met 
with a total overthrow. He was slain in the engagement Suet. 
in Domitian, s. vi. The foreign wars that distracted the empire, 
during the rage of civil commotions, were, one in Juds&a, and the 
other with Civilis, the Batavian chief 

(c) Britain was finally subdued in the reign of Domitian. See 
the Life of Agricola. It was afterwards neglected and almost 
lost. 

(d) For the Sarmatians and the Suevians, see the Geographical 
Table. 

(e) For more of the pretended Nero, see Hist ii. s. 8. The 
Parthians were on the point of declaring war in favour of another 
inqKMtor, who took the name of Nero in the reign of Titus, A. 
U. C. 834, and afterwards in the reign of Domitian, A. U. C. 
841. 

(/) The cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii were destroyed 
bx an eruption of the lava of Mount Vesuvius, in the beginning 
of Titus's reign, A. U. C. 832. 

(g) See the conflagration of the Capitol, Hist. iii. s. 67 
and 71. 
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(h) Collectors of the imperial revenue were iostituted by the 
emperors in order to entrench on the power of the proconsuls, who 
were the proper officers in all the provinces that remained under 
the authority of the senate. Informers were raised to the office 
of imperial procurators, and obtained weight and influence in the 
cabinet. Mepti procuratumes et interiorem potenHam. 

(t) The treachery of friends was the scourge and pest of so- 
ciety for several years. Trajan repressed the mischief. See his 
praise for that public benefit in Pliny's Panegyric, s. 42. Seddiia 
eH ameisfideSj Hberis pietas^ obsequium eervb. 

Section III. 

(a) Some of the commentators have objected to the sentiment 
expressed by Tacitus in this place. Brotier calls it atrax mitentia. 
But what is the fair construction? It is this: The crimes of the 
Roman people were such, that they could no longer expect the 
protection of the gods. They had drawn down the vengeance of 
heaven. Lucan has a similar sentiment: 

Felix Roma quidem, civesque habitura beatos, 
Si Libertatis superis tarn cura fuisset, 
Quam vindicta placet. 

Pharsal. lib. iv. ver. 107. 

See Cicero to the same effect, De Nat. Deorum. lib. iii. s. 32. 

•» 
Section IV. 

(a) Galba, who was not arrived from Spain. 

Section V. 

(a) The prntorian guards had shown themselves, at all times, 
firmly attached to the Caesarean family. 

(6) For an account of Nymphidius and his rash ambition, see 
the Appendix to the Sixteenth Book of the Annals. 

(c) The rigour with which Oalba supported and enforced 
milttaiy discipline, is stated by Suetonius, in Galba, s. vi. 



360 nors on the 

Section VL 

(a) For Titus Vinius and Cornelius Laco, see Ae Appendix 
to the Sixteenth Book of the Annals. 

(6) For Oaiba's journey from Spain, the fate of Gingonius 
Yarro, and Petronius Terpilianus, see Appendix to Annals, xfi; 
and this book, s. xxxrii. 

(c) See piso in the same Appendix, an account of the slaugh- 
ter committed near the gates of Rome by Galba^s order; and this 
book, s. xxxrii. 

(d) Nero had formed a nevr legion composed of men draught- 
ed from the marines. See this book, s. xxxi. 

(e) The forces from Britain and Germany, which Nero bad 
sent forward on a wild expedition to the straits of the Caspian 
Sea, were all recalled to quell the insurrection of Yindex in Gaul. 

(J) See the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 
(g) For the rebellion in Gaul, excited by the enterprisin|r spirit 
and undaunted courage of Yindex, see Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section YII. 

(a) The murder of Fonteius Capito on the Lower Rhine, and 
of Clodius Macer in Africa, has been related in the Appendix to 
Annals, xvi. 

(A) Galba, at his elevation to the imperial dignity, was seven- 
ty-three years old. See the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section YIII. 

(a) Cluvius Rufus was a writer of history. Pliny the younger 
says, he told his friend Yerginius, If %ou meet with any thing in 
my History that gives you offence, you will be so good as to re» 
member, that History must not betray the cause of Truth. You 
know, replied Yerginius, that whatever I have done, it has been 
ever my wish to have all my actions faithfully related by such a 
writer as yourseH. Pliny, lib. ix. epist. 19. 

(b) The people of Gaul, who stood for Yindex, were the 
Sequani, the ^dui, and the Arverni; for whom see the Geo- 
graphical Table at the end of the Sixth Yolame. Tlie states thai 
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lay near the legions on the Upper and Lower Rhine, were the 
Lingones and the Remi. See the Geographical Table at the end 
of the Sixth Volume. 

(e) The German armies obtained a complete yictorj over Yin- 
dex at Yesontium. See the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

(d) Yerginius commanded the legions on the Upper Rhine. 
For an account of him and his conduct, set the Appendix to the 
Annals, xvi. s. 12. When he was recalled by Gaiba, Hordeonius 
Fiaccus succeeded to the command. 

Section IX. 

(a) This was Yitellius, whom in the sequel we shall see em- 
peror of Rome. Galba sent him to command on the Lower 
Rhine, while Hordeonius Fiaccus, a man in years, and greatly 
afflicted with the gout, was likely to remain inactive in the pro* 
yince of Upper Germany. See Suet, in Yitellio, s. 7. 

(6) The short reflection of Tacitus on the appointment of Yi- 
tellius, is understood two diflerent ways by the commentators. 
According to some, the true reading is, Id satis videbatuvj That 
by Oalba was thought sufficient; according to others. Id fatis 
tidebatw^ The fates ordained it. The last is in the manner of 
Tacitus, and therefore adopted in the translation. 

Section X. 
(a) See the History, book ii. s. 1. 

Section XI. 

(a) It has been mentioned in former notes, that it was the 
policy of Augustus to keep the management of Egypt, the great 
corn-market of Rome, in his own bands. The expression of 
Tacitus is remarkable; domi rttinere^ to reserve the administra* 
tioD for bis own cabinet council. See Annals, ii. s. 59. 

(6) Tiberius Alexander is said to be a native of Egypt; but, to 
^alify him for the office of governor, he was made a Roman 
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knight. He wm probably the same person who is mentioned, 
Annals, xv. s. 28. 

(c) For Mauritania, Rhietia, Noricum, and Thraeia, see the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

Section XII. 

(a) Belgic Gaul began from the Scheld {VE^caiU) and ex- 
tended to the river Sequana (the Seine,) The revolt of the 
legions on the Upper Rhine is related bj Suetonius, in Galba, 
s. 16. 

Section XIII. 

(a) Icelus, the favourite freedman, has been mentioned in the 
Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 13. See Plinj the elder, lib. xxxiii. 

8.2. 

(6) For Otho's connexion with Poppsa, see Annals, xiii. s. 45 
and 46. 

Section Xlt, 

(a) Suetonius says, Pisonem Licinianum, nobiUm ^prtgivuikque 
juvenem^ ac sibi clim probalissbnumy testamento^ semper in bona 
et Mfmen abscitum^ repenU e media enihUantimn turba apprehendUj 
JUiumque appeUans^ perdusU in eastroj ac pro condone adoptaoik 
Suet, in Galba, s. 17. According to this account, Galba was 
determined in his choice, and did not want the advice of Laco. 
He adopted Piso fiom inclination, pmpria efecftone. Plutarch, in 
the Life of Galba, gives the same account For an account of 
Piso^s pedigree, see Brotier, 4to edition, vol. iii. page 865. 

Section XV. 

(a) Romulus classed the citizens of Rome in thirty cttrios, smd 
from that circumstance the Lex Curiaia took its name. The law 
was enacted by the people assembled in their several curias. See 
Annals, xi. s. 22. 

(6) Piso's father, mother, and brother were pnt to death by 
Claudius. Another brother (the conspiracy against Nero being 
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detected) opened his reins and bled to death. See Annals^ xv. 
8. 69. ' 

Section XVIII. 

(a) Thunder and lightning were always considered by the Ro- 
mans as a warning not to transact public business. Jaoe tonanUj 
Jtdgurante^ comUia populi habere nefas. Cicero De Divinatione, 
lib. ii. s. 18. 

(6) According to a military custom, established in an early 
period of the commonwealth, every Roman soldier chose his 
favourite comrade, and by that tie of friendship all were mutually 
bound to share every danger with their fellows. The consequence 
was, that a warlike spirit pervaded the whole army. See Livy, 
lib. ix. s. 39. 

Section XX. 
(a) See Suetonius, in Galba, s. 16. 

Section XXI. 

(a) See in Suetonius an account of Otho's circumstances, and 
his expensive luxury. Otho did not scruple to say, that nothing 
short of the imperial power could save him from utter ruin; and 
whether be died in battle, or fell a victim to his creditors, was 
immaterial. JV1M prineipem n stare non posse; nihUque referre^ oh 
hosle tn acta, am in faro tub creditoribus caderet. Suet, in Otho, s. 
6. See also Plutarch, in the Life of Oalba. 

(6) Piso bad been by Nero ordered into exile, and might pro- 
bably return with a mind exasperated, and deep-smothered re* 
sentment, according to the verses made against Tiberius, during 
his retreat in the isle of Rhodes. 



Regnabit sanguine multo 



Ad regnum quisquis venit ab exilio. 

Suet, in Tib. s. 69. 

Section XXII. 

(a) The character of Otho, as here delineated by the unerring 
VOL. IV. 46 



i^ 



\ 



\ 



S54 N0TB8 ON THE 

pencil of Tacitus, is finely copied by Corneille in bis tragedy, 
entitled Otho. A review of the various passages, which are 
transplanted into the French play, would be an agreeable amuse- 
ment to every reader of taste, but can not be comprised within 
the limits of a note. It will be sufficient to state what Corneille 
bimself has said in the preface to his tragedy. He makes it bis 
boast that he translated as much as he possibly could; and it does 
not appear that the malignant critics of that day charged him 
with petty larceny, or railed at him with virulence for the use 
which he thought proper to make of a great historian. Corneille's 
words are as follows: Lt tujet de cetU trageiie est tirS de Tadte, 
qui commence se$ histoires par cette-ci. Les caracteret de ceux que 
fy fois parler, y sant ks memes que chez cet ineomparabU auUiUTj 
que fax traduU tant qu^U m'*a StepossMe. 

Section XXVII. 

(a) The place called Velabrvm lay between the Forum and 
Mount Palatine. The MiUarium aurewn was at tlie upper part of 
the Forum. The Temple of Saturn was at the foot of the Capi- 
toline Hill. 

(fr) See Suetonius, Life of Otho, s. 6. 

Section XXX. 

(a) See JuvenaPs description of Otho's effeminacy, and hil 
looking-glass, sat. ii. ver. 99. 

Section XXXI. 

(a) A portico built by V ipsanius Agrippa in the field of Mars. 
Horace says. 



Cum bene notum 



Porticus Agripp», et Via te conspexerit Appi. 

Hon. lib. i. epist 6. 

Section XXXV. 
(a) Suetonius says, Galba put on his breast-plate, observing, 
at the same time, that it would be a poor defence against so 
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many swords.- Life of Galba, s. 19. Plutarch relates that the 
soldier, being asked by Galba, Who gave him orders, had the 
spirit to answer, ^' My oath and my duty." 

Section XXXVI. 

(a) In every Roman camp the statue of the emperor was placed 
in the tribunal, at the head quarters of the general. See Annals, 
XV. s. 29. 

(b) The form of the military oath was as follows: Jura/mt 
MHiUSj omnia $e strenue facturoSy qua praceperit imperator; nuti- 
qwim deaerturos mili/tam, nee mortem reauaturos pro Ramand 
r^Mied. Vegetius, lib. ii. cap. 6. 

Section XXXYII. 

(a) See the Appendix to Annals, xvi* 

(b) Polycletus, Vatinius, Helius, and Halotus were favourite 
freedmen, who rose to wealth and honours in the reign of Nero. 
For more of Halotus, see Suet, in Cralba, s. 1 6. 

(c) Vinius alone had amassed riches enough to discharge the 
donative, which had been promised to the soldiers by Nymphi- 
dius, in the name of Galba, but which was still withheld. See 
Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section XLI. 

(a) This was in the Forum, near the Rostra. It has been ob- 
served in a former note, that the Pulpit of Harangues was adorned 
with the beaks of ships, and thence called Rostra^ For Galba^s 
death and funeral, see Suetonius in Galba, s. 20. 

Section XLII. 

(a) Ghilba laboured under the weight of crimes committed by 
his minister, Titus Vinius, who is said to have been an accom- 
plice in the plot, which was occasioned by his own iniquity. 

Section XUV. 
(a) On seeing the head of Galba, Otho cried out. This is 
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DOtbiDg, my fellow soldiers: bring me the head of Pieo. See 
Plutarch, Life of Galba. 

Section XLVI. 

(a) Flayius Sabinus had been appointed prsefect of the city by 
Nero. The soldiers loved the vices of the former reign, and for 
that reason continued Sabinus in the same office. For more of 
Sabinus, see History, ii. s. 74 and 76; and Suet, in Yespasiao, 
s. 1. 

Section XLVII. 

(a) The two consuls, Galba and Yinius, being cut off, the 
power of convening the senate devolved to the city praetor. See 
Cicero^s Rpistfes, lib. x. epist. 12. 

(h) For Yerania, the wife of Piso, see Pliny the consul, lib. ii. 
epist. 20. 

(c) Crispina, the daughter of Yinius, bought her father's head 
at a great price from the bands of assassins. Plutarch, Life of 
Oalba. 

Section XLYIU. 

(a) Calvisius Sabinus, mentioned in this place, was probably 
the person who, in Caligula's reign, commanded in Pannonia, 
and on his return to Rome, was compelled to end his days, A« 
U. C. 792. His wife Cornelia, whom we find abandoned to her 
libidinous passions, almost redeemed her character in the last act 
of her life. She perished with her husband. Seneca talks of a 
person of the name of Calvisius Sabinus, who, he says, did not 
know how to enjoy his success in the world with moderation; but 
whether that was the Sabinus of Tacitus is uncertain. Mmquam 
vidi hondnem beatum indecerUiiu. Seneca, epist. xxvii. 

Section L. 

(a) The battle of Pbarsalia was A. U. C. 706; that of Mutina, 
between Marc Antony and the consuls Hirtius and Pansa, 711; 



FIRST BOOK OP THE HISTORY. 967 

of Philippi, in the year of Rome 712; and the siege of Perusia, 
A. U. C. 714. 

(6) Vespasian, in the reign of Caligula, was a time-serving 
flatterer; and, being afterwards overwhelmed with debts, was a 
man of an equivocal character. See Suet, in Vespas. s. 2, 3, and 4. 

Section LI. 

(a). For the revolt of Vindex, and the overthrow of his army, 
see the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section LII. 
(a) See Suetonius, in Viteilio, s. 7. 

Section LVI. 

« 

(a) For Colonia Agrippinen8is,'see the Geographical Table at 
the end of the Sixth Volume. 

Section LVII. 

{a) Ths first legion was probably stationed at Bonna. See the 
Geographical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume.^ 

Section LIX. 

(a) For the legion called the Italic, see History, ii. s. 6, 
DOte (c). 

(b) The Taurinian squadron was so called from the Taurini, 
or people of Turin. See the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. 

Section LX. 
(a) For Trebellius Maximus, see Life of Agricola, s^ 16, 

SECTfON LXI. 

(a) The vast range of mountains called the Alps, separating 
Italy from Gaul and Germany, were divided into several, parts, 
which have their distinct names, such as Cottian Alps, Penine Alps, 
&c. See the Geographical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 
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V Section LXII. 

(a) For the sloth, druakennessy and other vices of YiUllias, 
see Suetonius, in Yitel. s. 17. 
(fr) Suetonius, in Yitel. s. 8, 

Section LXIII. 

(a) For Divodurum, and the Mediooiatrici, see the Geo* 
graphical Table at the end of the Sixth Yolume. 

Section LXIY. 

(a) The original sajs, m civikUe Ltucorum; but it should be 
remembered that doUoM^ as used by Tacitus and other Roman 
writers, generally implies a state, and not a city in the modern 
acceptation of the word. For the Leuci, see tlie Geographical 
Table at the end of the Sixth Yolume. 

(6) See this book, s. 59. 

(c) This cohort was usually quartered at Lyons. See Annals, 
iii. s. 41. 

Section LXY. 

(a) For the animosity that subsisted between the people of 
Lugdunum {Lyons) and the city of Yienne, see the Appendix to 
Annals, xvi; and for Yienne, see the Geographical Table at the 
end of the Sixth Yolume. 

(6) The people of Lyons waged war against Yindex, and od 
that account Galba made them feel his resentment. 

(c) The cities of Lyons and Yienne were separated by the 
river Rhodanus, now the Rhone. 

{d) The people of Yienne favoured the revolt of Yindex. See 
the Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

Section LXYL 

(a) Olive branches and sacred vestments were usually display- 
ed in cases of distress, when the conquered sued fi>r mercy. So 
we read in Livy: Ramos dtm ac vtlamtnta snppKcum porrigeniss^ 
orart^ ut rmperent sessj neq^tosque UOannlur. hkfjf lib. xxiv. 
a. SO. 
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Section LXYII. 

(a) The territory of the Helvetii was a part of Celtic Gaul, 
more extensive than what is now called Switzerland. The people 
are celebrated by Julius Cssar for their military virtue, and con- 
stant warfare with the Germans. Hdvetii rdiqiios GaUos mrtute 
pracedunt^ quod fere quotidianis prcdiU cum Germanis contendant^ 
cum aui suisfinibus eos probiberU^ aut ipsi in ecrum finibus beUum 
gemnt Ca&safBell. Gall. lib. i. s. 1. 

(6) Brotier says, this place was called in ancient inscriptions, 
lUspublica aquensis^ on account of the salubrity of the waters. 
He supposes it to be what is now called Baden^ in the territory 
of Switzerland. 

Section LXVIII. 

(a) For Mons Vocetius, see the Geographical Table at the 
end of the Sixth Volume. 

(b) For Aventicum, see the Geographical Table. 

Section LXX. 

(a) The ^la Syllana was a body of cavalry, originally raised 
by Sylla. For the Padus (now the Po,) see the Geographical 
Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

(6) Vitellius had been proconsul in Africa, where he adminis- 
tered the affairs of the province with an unblemished reputation. 
Suetonius, in Vitell. s. 5. 

(c) For the municipal cities here enumerated, see the Geo- 
graphical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

(d) The squadron of horse, called ^la Petrina, bad been sta» 
tioned in Cumberland, as appears by a lapidary inscription set 
forth in Camden's Britannia. 

(e) See the Geographical Table at the end of the Sixth 
Volume. 

(/) Penine Alps; see the Geographieal Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. The Subsignanus MUes^ mentioned in this pas- 
sage, means the soldier who fought under the colours, Fexittoj 
and not under the Eagles. The auxiliaries, the veterans detained 
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in the service, and the men jnHigbted from the legions, ^were of 
this description. 

Section LXXI. *-. . \ 

(a) Otho, to appease the fury of the soldiers^ had thrownV 
Marius Celsus into prison. At that time, he could instigate the 
soldiers to perpetrate any atrocious deed, but to command them 
to fofbear was not in his power. OAmii wnAvm awXonXa^^vMtiA 
adprohibendwn scelusijvbenjampotenU, See this hook, s. xiv; 

Section LXXII 

(a) Tigellinus has been often mentioned. See Annals, xiv. s. 
51; XV. s. 37; and Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

(b) For Sinuessa, see Annals, xii. s. 66; and see the Geo- 
graphical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

Section LXXIIL 

(a) For Calvia Crispinilla, see Appendix to Annals, xvi; and 
see Plutirch| in Galba. 

Section LXXY. 
(a) Suetonius, in Vitell. s. 6. 

Section LXXVII. 

(a) The number of consuls in the course of this eventful year, 
was so great, ihat it will not be useless to place the list in one 
view before the eye of the reader. 

A. U. C. 622. Consuls. 

On the Calends of January, 
Hist. i. s. 1. 



( Galba, 
i Vinius. 



Calends of March, i Salvius Otho, 

Hist. i. s. 77. ( Titianus Otho. 

Calends of May, ( Verginius Rufus, 

Hist. i. s. 77. I Pompeius Vopiscus. 

^^ Calends of July, c Ce^Iius Sabinus, 

Hist. !• s. 77. / Flavius Sabinus. 




'«1 
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« A. BT. C. * \ ^' Constils. 



«^; Calends of September, c Arrivs Antoninns, 

/^l j ' HiBt. K 8. 77. J Marius Cclsus. 

^* kl '* ' Caknd» of November, c Fabius Valens, 

L ' Hist H. 8. 1 • ( AlieiMis Cscina. 
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Camoft being pronounced, a traitor bj the aenate, on the daj be- 
fore the calenda of January, A* U. C. 8:33, the consul for a 
single day, being the last of the year, waa Boaiua Regulus. Hist, 
iii. 8. 37« 

(6) Arrius Antoninus, who appears in the foregoing list of the 
eonauk, was grandfather to Antoninus Pius, Uie upright and vir- 
tuous tmperor. See letters to him by the» younger Pliny, lib. ir. 
epist. S and IS; lib, v. epist. 10. 

(c) For Cadius Rufus, see Annala, xii. s. JBS. For Pedina 
Blaesus, see Annals, ziv. 8« 18. 

Section LXXVIIL 

(a) For the cities of Hispalis and Emerita, see the Qeographi- 
cal Table at the end of the Si<th Volume, 
(i) See Suetonius, Life of Otho, s. 7. 

Section LXXXIV. 

(a) This rule of military subordination stands confirmed by 
experience in eveiy age and country. We read in Livy a speech 
of Paulua ^milius to the same effect Vwum imperaUfrem m 
exercUu pnMen et comulere, ^prid agendum rit, debere^ nunc per 
it, fiune cifin us quosy advoeaverU in emmHmn, in quo exercUUj 
militef « consul, «I tmperator^ rumoribm wlgi ekvumaguntur^ ibi 
mhU sabUare esse. Livy, lib. xliv. s. 34. 

Section LXXXVI. 

(a) The isle in the Tiber, now called hda di St. Bartolemeo. 

(b) The Sublician Bridge, so called, because built with wood. 
A foundation of solid marble was laid afterwards, but nothing 
remains at present bat the ruins* 

toIn it. 46 
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Section LXXXVIL 
(a) See Annals, ziii. s. 24. 

Section LXXXVIII. 

(a) See the Geographical Table at the« end of the Sixth 
Volume. 

Section LXXXiX. 

(a) Furins CamiHus Scribonianus commanded in Dalmatia, 
A. U. C. 795. Being a man of enterprise and bold ambition^ 
he induced the soldiers to swear fidelity to himself, and went into 
open rebellion. His letters to the emperor Claudius were written 
in a tone of menace, requiring him to abdicate, and live a private 
citizen. In the mean time, the rebel legions, with the rersatility 
common to the military mind, returned to their duty; Scribonia- 
nus fled to a small island of the Adriatic, on the coast of Illyri- 
cum, and there was seized and put to death by Yolagioiiis, a 
common soldier, on the fifth day of his revolt Suetonius, in 
Claudio, s. 35. See Tacitus, Hist ii. s. 75. 

(6) Numa, the founder of religious ceremonies, made the Bo- 
mans believe, that as long as they preserved the celestial arms, 
called jlfictJta, which, he said, were sent down by the gods, 
Rome would prove invincible, and triumph over all her enemies. 
Accordingly we -read in Livy the procession of the Salian priests, 
on stated days, attending the Ancilia with song and dance through 
the streets of Rome. Saliot caktUa arma^ qutt AiciBa appd- 
lotitor, fem^ ae per urbem ire cas^mtes carmina cum tripn£is 
ickmmqut saUatu jutserat JVtimo. Livy, lib. i. s. 20. This insti* 
tution was neglected by Otho. Suetonius, Life of Otho, s. 8. 

Section XC. 

(a) M. Valerius Trachalus was joint consul with Silius Italicus, 
A. U. C. 821. See Appendix to Annals, xvi. 

(fr) Otho left the city of Rome on the 24th day of March, as 
appears from Suetonius, who mentions his neglect of the institu- 
tions relating to the Ancilia, as an inauspicious beginnbg of the 
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war. Suetonius adds, that he set out on the day when all who 
paid their worship to the mother of the gods began the usual 
ceremonies. Now that day was the 9th of the calends of April, 
which answers to the 24th of March. See Suetonius, Life of 
Otho, s. 8. 
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Sficnoif I. 

(o) Tacitus laji that fortune was then laying the foondation 
of a new imperial bouse, which proved to be beneficial and dis- 
astrous to the people, and also to the very family that was raised 
to that pre-eminence. This is perfectly clear, when we consider» 
that Rome was happy under Vespasian and Titos, but groaned 
under Domitian, till the tyrant was destroyed, and the Flavisa 
line was extinguished. 

(6) Titus, at this time, wu in his twenty-eighth year. By Ihe 
favour of Narcissus, to whom Vespuian paid his court, Titns 
was educated in the palace with Britannicns, the son of Claodiui. 
The prince, then destined by his father to succeed to the empire, 
was cut off by the villany of Nero; and Titus, whose elention 
was not then foreseen, lived to be the delight of the Roman people. 

(c) Suetonius tells us that Narcissus, the favourite freedmio, 
consulted a fortune-teller about the destiny of Britannicns: tbe 
answer was unfavourable to the young prince, but assured Titm 
that he was bom to the imperial dignity. Suetonius, in Tito, s. 1 

SfiCTIOlf II. 

(a) Bereniea was sister to Agrippa II. and wife to Herod, ki^ 
of Chalcis, in Syria. For more of her, and her connexion 
Titns, see Appendix to Hist. v. s. 21. 
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(i) When Titus no longer saib along the coast, but puts off to 
lea, Tacitus calls it a bolder voyage, wukiUioribw spatiis; an 
eq)res8ioo, which, in the present state of navigation, may pro- 
Toke the smile of a mariner. The compass was not invented, 
and men did not like to lose sight of the shore. 

(e) At the town of Paphos, which stood on the western side of 
the isle of Cyprus, a tem^ple was dedicated to Venus, thence 
called the Paphian Venus. The account of the rites and cere* 
mooies, which Tacitus gives us, has been condemned by some 
critiGS as an idle digression: but when it is considered that the 
history of superstition was not uninteresting to the Romans, this 
passage will not be thought improper. The great historian has 
been charged with irreiigion; but the attention shown on this 
occasion, and many others, to the various modes of worship, may 
serve to vindicate his character. 

Section III. 

(a) Aerias has been mentioned in another place, as the founder 
of the Paphian temple: Annals, iii. s. 63. Tacitus adds, that the 
name of Jterias was applied by many to the goddess herself; and 
accordingly, Pausanias, lib. i. cap. 14, calls her Ov^tfr/of. 

(6) Cinyras is said, by Apollodorus, to have been one of the 
kiags of Assyria. 

(c) Thamiras introduced the science of augury, which was 
founded altogether in deceit and fraud. Accordingly, we find 
that care was taken to keep it in the hands of two families, that 
the secret of the art might not transpire. 

(d) This circumstance is mentioned by Pliny in his Natural 
History. Cekbre fanum habet Veneris Paphos^ in eujua quandam 
Qtam nm mpbrii. Pliny, lib. ii% s. 96. 

(e) The worship paid to Venus, as the parent of the whole 
animal creation, was of ancient date, and known for ages to the 
Assyrians. The rude state of sculpture may, perhaps, account 
for the representation of the goddess, as described by Tacitus. 
Clemens of Alexandria makes that observation. The statuary, he 
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says, had not the skill to give the elegance of sjrmmetry and pro- 
portion: he therefore left the form and delicacy of Venus to the 
imaginatioD. As Ovid says, W qua lateni^ meHora pulai. 

Section IV. 

(a) The rapid success of Vespasian had well nigh ended the 
Jewish war. Jerusalem was the only place that held out See 
the Appendix to Annals, xvi. a. 10; and the Appendix to Hist 
V. s. 3. 

Section VI. 

(a) The Parthians were originally a people from Scythia: in 
process of time, when their empire grew in strength, they became 
the grand rivals of the Romans. The overthrow of Crassus is 
well known. Both nations experienced alternate disasters in the 
course of their various wars. See Annals, xv. s. 24 and 87. 

(6) The last civil war was that between Vindex and Nero. 
See Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. IS. 

(c) It will be proper, in this place, to state the names of the 
Roman legions, and the places where they were stationed. A 
short, but clear account of this matter will help to remove the 
difficulties which might otherwise occur in the sequel of the his- 
tory. Brotier has performed this useful task with his usual accu- 
racy. See quarto edition, vol. iii. p. 408. A compendious view of 
what he has said on the subject, will, perhaps, be acceptable; as 
it will show the whole strength of the empire in the important 
crisis now before us. 

The names of the several legions were as follows: 

1. Legio Prima, the first legion. 

2. Legio Prima Italica, the first Italic legion» raised by 
Nero, as appears in Dio, lib. Iv. 

3. Legio Prima Adjutrix, an additional legion, according to 
Dio raised by Nero from the marines, and, for that reason, called 
Legio Prima Mjutrix Clomconmi. 

4. Legio Secunda, the second legion. 
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5. Lfictio Sbcunda ADJXJTRiXy raised by Vespasian during the 
war with Vitellius. 

6. Legio Tertia, the third legion; stationed in Syria. 

7. Legio Tbrtia; another, tailed also the third, in Egypt 

8. Legio Tertia; another, stationed in Arrica. 

9. Legio Quarta, the fourth legion, called, to distinguish it 
from another fourth legion, Legio Q^aTta Macedonica. 

10. Legio Quarta, another fourth legion, called, for the sake 
of distinction, Legio Quarta Softhica. 

11. Legio Quinta, the fifth legion. 

13. Legio Quinta Macedonica, the fifth legion, called the 
Macedonian. 

13. Legio Sexta, die sixth legion, sometimes called Legio 
Sexta Vietrix. 

14. Legio Sexta Ferrata; another sixth legion, with the 
addition of Ferrata^ to distinguish it from the former. 

15. Legio Septima Claudiana, the seventh, called also the 
. Gaudian. 

16. Legio Septima Galbiana, the seventh, called the Gal" ' 
bian. 

17. Legio Octava, the eighth legion, sometimes called Tnoida. 

18. Legio Nona, the ninth legion; sometimes called Gemina^ 
because it was one legion formed out of two. 

19. Legio Decima, the tenth legion, quartered in Spain. 

20. Legio Decisia, another tenth legion, quartered ip Judaea» 

21. Legio Undecima, the eleventh legion, sometimes with 
the additional title of Claudiana. 

22. Legio DooDECisfA, the twelfth legion, sometimes called 
Legio Dwdecma FvUminea. 

23. Legio Tertia Decima, the thirteenth legion, called also 
Gemina, because composed of two united into one. Legio 
Quarta Decima, the fourteenth legion. 

24. Legio Quinta Decima, the fifteenth legion, stationed in 
the Lower Germany. 

25. Legio Quinta Decima, another fifteenth legion, quar* 
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S6. Leoio Sbzta DftcufA, the siiteeBth legion. 
97. Lceio Scpnif A Dbciiu, the fereBteeDth legioOy thougjit 
to be ooe of tboic that tuffered in the daughter of Yarv. 

28. Lceio DuoDBTicBuiifA, the eighteeath l^km, aaoihcr of \i 
the legioDt onder Yarot. 

29. LcGio Undbticbssiiia, the nineteeiith l^oe, aaodier 
under Yarns. 

50. Legio Yicbssima, the twentieth i^on, calltd bj Dio, 
Vahfia Vidrix. 

51. Leoio UnA-BT-ncEssiif a, the twenty-firrt legiott, 8oae« 
times with the addition of Rapax. 

32. Lbgio Duo-bt-tice88Uia« the twenty^aeeood Iqpon, tU- 
tioned in GSermany. 

SS. Legio Duo-et*tice88ima, another twentf-aeeond legion, 
quartered in Egypt 

34. Legio e CLAsaicia, a legion formed o«t of the marine 
aoldiera by Yitellioa in hia laat diatreaa, but aoon received into 
Yeapaaian'a party, and never more diatingniahed. 

Such were the namea of the legiona that occur in TacHna. IT, 
from the whole number, we deduct the aerenteentby eighteenth, 
and nineteenth, which were all cut off under Yarua, and ako die 
laat, formed out of the marbea by Yitelliaa, and heard of no mare, 
it will appear that, in the beginning of the enauing wais, the 
military eatabliahment, dcluaive of the ibrcea in Italy, conaialiMl 
of Thirty Legions. Their atationa were aa foUowa: 

ill jBruntfi. 
The aecond, ninth, twentieth. 

In Spam. 
The first Adjutrix, the aixth, the tenth. 

In Gmd. 
The first Italic. 



^"^^ 
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^ In Lw^Ottmany. -.^ 

The arst, fifth, fi^eenth, fiixteenth. . 

/ft Ci)>par Qermany. 
The fourth, twcnty-^first, twenty-second. 

/n Pannonia. 
\f The seventh Galbian, the thirteenth. 

In Dabnaiia, 
The eleventh, the fourteenth. 

In MoBsia. 
The seventh Claudiao, the eighth. , 

In Syria. . 
Tbethird, fourth, sixth,, twelfth. ' 

In Jiideu. 
The fifth, tenth, fifteenth. 

In JElgypt. 
The third, fhe twenty-second. 

In Africa, 
Thethird^ 



I • < 



.'( 



That so small a numher of legions should be able not only to 
conquer, but to keep in subjection the wide extent ot the'Bdman 
world, might be matter of wonder, if we did not know the Ivis- 
dom with which the legions were established, and the military 
discipline that was, for a number of ages, strictly tinaintained 
throughout the Roman armies. Brotier obselrves, that Marshd 
Saxe, whose extraordinary genius and great experience are uni- 
versally known, was of opinion that France would do well to 
adopt the system of the Roman legions, and new model het armies 
on that admirable plan of discipline. See *MS*Mire$ 9Ut Plnfan^ 
terie^cu TraUS de$ L^Ums^ suivatd PExempk de» aneiens'RmnainBy 
par «Af. le MarSchal de Saxe. 

Section YIIL 

(a) A number of impostors, at different times, assumed the 
same of Nero, See Suetonius, in Ncio, s. 67« 
VOL. IV. 47 
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Section IX. 

(a) The same feroeity appeared in Nero's couDteoance after 
he was dead. See Appendix to Anoak, xri. s. 13. 

Section X. 

(a) His brother was Vibius Secundus; a man convicted of 

extortioi), Annals, xiv. s. 28. 

•Section XI. 

(a) See Annals, xiv. s. 29; Suetonius, in Nero, s. 39, 40. 

(6) For the excellent character of Vestricius Spurinna, see 
Pliny, lib. ii. epist. 7; and lib. iii. epist. 1 and 10. 

(c) Juvenal has given a difierent description of Otho on bis 
march, sat ii. ver. 99. But poetic Kcense can not weigh against 
the truth of history. 

Section XIL 

(a) For the maritime Alps, see tl^e Geographical Table at the 
end of the Sixth Volume; apd see Annab, xv. s. 32, note (a). 

Section XVII. 

(a) For SjHa's cavalry, see Hist. i. s. 70. 
. .(^) The .country between the Po and the Alps, comprising 
PiedmmU^ Mma-ftmAy the Milanese: the principal cities were, 
^MMaiHim,' JVbearia^ £jrm^dia, FerceSiB. See Hist. i. s. 70; 
fuid see tbje Geographical Table. 

, I Section XX. 

• (d) H^w^h wove the «^um, which was the German dress, 
(see TJie Manners of the Germans, s. 17,) andthe^oeeiB, or 
breechO) which distinguished the Gatib. The southem part of 
Gaul was called GoUta Ahrftonenm, and also Braceaia. 

Section XXIII. 

(a) This village, ^ich, according to Cluverius, stood at the 
distance of twenty miles from Cremona, and is now called (kmitlo^ 
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has been rendered famous by the defeat of Otho, and afterwards, 
as will be seen in the third book of this History, by that of Vitei» 
lius. 

Section XXIV. 

(a) It appears in Suetonius, that the place which is called Cos- 
ionaa by Tacitus, was a spot where the Temple of Castor was 
built: Oliio trihus qaidem^ verum mediocribus pftzliU^ apud MpeSj 
cireaque Placentiamj et ad Castoris (stipple Templum) quod loco 
ncmenest^ vicU. Sueton. in Othone,,s. 9. It was about twelve 
miles from Cremona, between the Fb and the Addti$ (now ddda.) 

Section XXV. 

(a) Epiphanes was the son of Antiochus IV. king of Com- 
magene, a district of Syria. 

Section XXVII. 

(a) Ticinum, a city built by the Transalpine Gauls on the 
mer Ticinos, which is beautifully described by Silius Italicus in 
the following lines: 

Casruleas Ticinus aquas et stagna vadosp 
Perspicuus senrat lurbari nescia fundo, 
Et nitidum viridi lente trahit amne liquorem; 
Vix credas labi, ripis tam mitis opacis 
Argutos inter, volucrum certamina, cantua 
Somniferam ducit lucenti gurgite lympham« 

De Bello Punico, lib. iv. ver. 82« 

It may be doubted, however, whether this description is strictly 
true. Mr. Addison says, he does not know why the poet has re« 
jpcesented it as so very gentle and still a river, as the bishop of 
Salisbury ran down with the stream thirty miles in an hour, by 
the help of but one rower. 

Section XXIX. 

(a) Tbe people of Vienne were obliged to purchase the pro«^ 
tection of Valens. Hist. i. s. 66. 
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(6) io an army, where all alike rrom the higbeit to the loweoC 
eommitted the most rioient outrages, the soldiers koew no subor- 
dination. Guilt, when widely spread,. Jevels all distinction. 
Lucan truly observes, 

Faeinus, quos inquinat, «quaf. 

PH^II^AL. lib. ▼. ver. S90. 






• '• - Section XXX. i 

(a) Caecino was admired by his soldiers for those agreeable 
secondary qualities^ which oilen gain the affections of Ae multi- 
tude. Corbulo, the great commander, who is so much extolled by 
Tacitus, united to his superior talents the specious trifles that con- 
ciliate favour. Sviipw txpmffidiom twfiisfS&amfpft^ tXvaa specie 
i$ianium vdidus. Annals, ziii. s. 8. 

SEcnoN XXXI. 

(a) ViteHius was of so sluggisii a disposition, that he seemed 
to act under the direction of others, not from the impulse of his 
own mind. 

Section XXXIV. 

(a) It has been already mentioned, that Otho had in his army 
two thousand gladiators; a disgraceful expedient, says Tacitus, 
but in civil wars adopted by the ablest generals. Defrnme auxi^ 
Utim, 9td per chnlia arma efiam sevens dudbus usurpatunL See 
this book, s. xi. 

Section XXXVII. 

(a) For the conduct of Suetonius Paulinus, and the brilliant 
success of his arais in Britain, see Annals, xiv» from section S9 
to 40. 

Section XXXVIII. 

(a) Sallust has a similar observation: JVhttira morialium aoida 
«npertt, et prmeeps ad expkndam anim cupUHMm. De Bell. Ju- 
gurth. s. 6. The sequel of this section, in which the progress 
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of the human passions and the causes of civil commotion are un- 
. jblded, has some resemblance to a passage in Lucan, which has 
been quoted in a former note. 

Namque ut opes nimias 'munda&rtuna snlj^acto 

Intulit,&c. ,;^^;.. 

Et cum consuHb^^. tuihantcs jura tribuni. ^ 

* Phars A^ lit|(f4' ver, 1 60. 



■' ■ -..- 



- • ■ > . 



SfiCTioiv XXXIX. 

(a) Brotier observes^ that the place to which the Otbonians 
advanced is now called Tor «iSfizoItm, between the rivers OUio 
and Dermona. • 

Section XL. 

(a) The Addua (now Jidda) falls into the Po, about six miles 
to the west of Cremona. 

(6) The taste for show and splendonr was so great, that none, 
who, in that age, were what we now call people of fashion, chose 
to appear on the Appian or Flaminian road, or to make an ex- 
cursion to their villas, without a train of Numidians mounted on 
the swift horses of their country, to ride before their carriages, 
and give notice, by a cloud of dust, that a great man was on the 
road. For this fact we are indebted to Seneca, who says, Omnes 
jmi ric pen^tnanftir, ttf tHos ^vmidamm prc^currat equiiahUy 
atgtie ui agmen eunorum antecedat: turpe est^ nvUos esse^ qui occur' 
renUs via dejieiant; qui kanestum honmem venire magno pulvere 

^eruIeAf. Seneca, epist. 1S3. 

• ■ I. ', ■, 

Section XLIF. 

(a) Suetonius expressly says, that Otho, in the last engagement 
at Bedriacum, was defeated by a stratagem. His .soldiers were 
called out to be present at a general pacification, and, in the very 
act of saluting the Vitellian army, were suddenly attacked. 
Sueton. Life of Otho, s. 9. 
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. SccnoH XLIII. 

(a) For the twentj-fnt l^n, called Rapax, lee tbif book, 

t. 6, note (6). 

• . « « 

89CT1011 XLIY, . 

I» • • > 

(a) Id the ei? il wan no prisoners weit mde^ to be afterwards 
sold to slavery; aod^ bj consequeDce, Hf quarter was giveo. Pla- 
tarcb, in his atamnit of this baiUei ^lescribes a* moat dreadfol 
carnage. See the Life of Otho. 



i^ ' 



Section XLVI. 

(a) We have here a noble sentiment, in direct opposition to 
the stoic doctrine of snicide. 

Sectioh XLYII. 

(a) Tadtos has laid us, that Others mHld ^^^^ not, like his 
body, dissolved in luxury. Mbn erai Otimnii «loStf, et eorpari 
nmtKs onimiis. Hist i. &• 22. His ^ech upon thia occasion 
shows that he could think with dignilf, . See Suetonius, Life of 
Otho, 8. 10. 

Sectioit XLVIII. 

(a) Augustus, Tiberius, and Caligula, were of the Julian line; 
Claudius, and Nero (by adoption) were of the Claudian; Galba 
wu of the house of Senrius; Otho, of the Salvian family. 

Section XLIX. 

(a) Hiis was Veipnius Bufus, who conquered Vindex in Gaol, 
and had the moderation to decline the imperial dignitjr when 
offered to him by the legions. See Appendix to Annals, xvi. 
•• 12. 

{b) Nero, in his last distress, fearing tiiat his head would be 
exhibited as a public spectacle, ga?e directions for his funeral. 
Otbo did the same: though tainted with Nero^s Tices, he closed 
the scene with dignity. 
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(c) Plutarch tells us, that he himself yisited Otho's tomb at 
«Brixellum. Those perishable material» Iiave- long since moul- 
dered away; but the epitaph, written by Martial, will never die. 
The poet admits that Otho led a dissolute life; but adds, that, in 
his end, he was no way ibferior to Cat^* 

» * ' . 

Dum dubitaretrlldlfie'belli civilis Enyo, 
*ForsTtan et poiiret vincere moHb (Hittf. 
. Damnavit multo staturam sanguine Martem, 
- - ^fit fodit «crta pector^ nuda manu. * 
Sit Catodum vivit,'sane vel Caesare major; 
Dum moritur, numquid major Othone fult? 

Lib. vi. epig. 31. 

: • , , , Section L. 

(a) See Annafc» till. s. 46; Hist. i. s. 13; and Stwtonius and 
Plutarch. 

(6) Regium was about fifieen miles from Brizellum, where 
Otho breathed hi» last;. ^ ^\ 

(e) See Suetonius, in Vesp. s. 6« 

« 

Section LIII. 

(a) Eprius Marcellus was the inveterate enemy of Partus 
Thrasea. Annals, xvi. s. 22 and 28. 

Section LIV. 

(a) The passports, called Diplomata Othanis^ were granted for 

the protection of travellers and messengers. See Pliny, lib. z. 

epist 14 and 64. 

« 

Section LV, 

(a) The festival of Ceres began on the 19th of April. See An- 
nals, zv. s. 53. 

Section LVII. 
(a) For more of Asiaticus, see Suetonius, in Yitel. s. IS. 



1 
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Section LVIII. 

(a) For Mauritania, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 
(6) The Straito of Gibraltar. 

Section LIXJ^ 

(a) The Arar, now the Soane. See Aimals; xUi. s. 63. 

(6) For the extreme poverty of ViteUius, Bee Snet. fa ViteL 

Section LX. 

(a) CaBcilins Sinpiex* was consul when ViteUiqs, finding his 
affairs utterly ruined, was willing to abdicate. Hist iii. s. 68. 
For an account of the consuls in the course of this year, see Hist, 
i. s. 77, note (a). 

Section LXL 

(a) Hie seditions were generally given to be devoured by wild 
beasts. That vras deemed the punishment due to pemicioiii 
citizens. 

Section LXII. 

(a) Whoever desires to know aaore of Vilenius's «gliitloiiy, may 
find a number of particular instances collected by Brotier, in bk 
4to edition of Tacitus, vol. iii. page 433. 

Section LXIII. 

(a) This was Ijneios Yitellius, whom we have seen with the 
senators at Bonoaia. This book, s. liv. 

Section LXIV. 

(a) Fetronia was the first wife of Ytttllius. Suet, in ViteL s. 6. 
(6) For Sextilia, the mother of Vitellius, see Snet; m Titd. 
s. 3. 
(c) See Suetonius in the place last quoted. 
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Section LXY. 

(a) Lucius Amintius was appointed governor of Spain by 
Tiberius, and for ten years after detained at Rome. Annals, vi. 
s. «7. 

(6) Trebellius Matimus commanded in Britain, and was 
obliged to save himself By^flight from the fury of the soldiers. 
Hist. i. s. 60. 

(e) For Vettius Bdanus, see the Life of Agricola, s. 8 and 16. 

Section LXVJ. 

(a) See the Geographical Table at the end of the Sixth 
Volume. 

(h) For the Graian Alps, see the Geographical Table at the 
end of the Sixth Yoluine. 

Section LXIX. 

(a) The foreign war was with the Batavians^ under CiviKs^ 
the domestic, with Vespasian. 

SEcnoN LXX. 
(a) This was the 24th of May. 

Section LXXI. 

(a) Valens and Csscina entered on their joint consulship on 
the calends of November. See Hist. i. s. 77, and pote (a). 

(b) Martins Macer commanded Others gladiators on the banks 
of the Fo. This book, s. 23. 

Section LXXII 

(a) Sulpicius Camerinus and his son were put to death by 
order of Helius, Nero's freedman, A. U. C. 820. See the Ap- 
pendix to Annals, xvi. s. 9. 

(b) The slaves were condemned to suffer death on a cross. 

Section LXXIV. 

(a) Vespasian's two sons, Titus and Domitian. 
VOL. IV. 48 
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Section LXXY. 

(a) Fariiis Camillos Scriboniaiiut raised a rebellioo is Dal- 

matia, io the reiga qt Claodiui, and was soon after dab, A. U. 

C. 795. 

•• 
SscnoirLXXyr 

(a) Corbulo was put to death bj Utt^ See Appendix to As- 
Mls,x?i. s« 11. *- / .: i 

Sechon LXXVII. ' C ^: 

(a) Id the reign of Claadias, Vespasian had obtained triampbal 
ornaments for his conduct in Britain. Sudt. in Yesp. s« 4. 

(6) Titos had served in the rank of militaiy tribune in Britain 
as well as Germany, and gave early proofs of the modest merit 
that distingaished his character. Suet, in Tito, s. 4. 

. . '7 Sbctioh LXXyill. 

(a) For a number of oracles and prodigies, see Snet. in Yesp. 
s. 5 and 7. 

(b) For Mount Carmel, see the Ge(^phical Table at the end 
of the Sixth Yolume. 

Section LXXX' '^ , 

(a) In this passage Tacitus, perhaps, had his eye upon tlie 
character of Scipio, as drawn by Livy. Fvit enim Scipioj non 
serts tonttim virUUUnu mirabSi$i ^^ <i*^ quiiam ab j wm H j* 
oifeitfatisiism earum atmpcriiii»* Livy, lib» jtxvi. s. 19. 



* 



Section LXXXI'- * 

(a) SohemuS) king of the countiy called Sephent* Annals, 
nii. s. 7. Antiochus, king of Comiiiagenc. Amials,'xii. s. 55. 
Agrippa II. king of part of Judsa. Annals, xiii. s. X Berenice, 
sister to Agrippa, famous for her love of Titns. ' See Appendix 
to Hist. V. 

(6) For BerytoSi see the Geographical Table at the end of ^ 
Sixth Yolume. 
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Section LXXXII. 

(a) For the conduct of Titus, and the progress of his arms 
against the Jews, see Appendix to Hist, y^i^ 21. 

4 ' 

Section LXXXIV. 

(a) Vespasian, in the height of his power, did ^'ot scruple to 
raise large suia3 of money by severe exactions, but the apology 
lor his. avarice was ffie liberal spirit with wUch he adorned 
Rome and Italy with grand and useful works. See Suet in Vesp. 
a. 16. -' 

Section LXXXV. 

(a) For Apiottius Saturninus and Tertius Julianas, see Hist. 
i. t. 79. 

Section LXXXVI. 

(a) Primus Antonius, now the leader of Teapiisian's armies, 
"Was formerly convicted of extortion. See Annals, xiv. s. 18. 

Section LXXXIX. 
(a) VitelUus^s mother, Sextilia. See this book, s. 64 

. • Section JCI. 

(a) The defeat at Cremera, a river la Tiifcany (now Ijjl 
Farca,) was A. U. C. 277. . At Allia (now TarrenU dt Caiino) 
the Roman army was put to Ae sword by the Sauls, under Bren- 
nns, A. U. C. 364. ^The slaughter vras so^ great, that the day on 
which it happened {Dies MHensU) was marked as unlncky in the 
calendar, and according tn €icero, thought more fatal than that 
on which the ehy of Rome was taken. 

(6) The asseaiblies, in %hich the consuls were created, are 
mentioned %j Suetonius, i$ Vitel.s. 11« For the manner in 
which that business Yvas coadiicted by the emperor Trajan, see 
Pliny^s Panegyric, s. 63. »»;' 

(c) Vitellius, in the time of Nero, passed his time among 
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pantomime actors, charioteers, and wrestlers. Suet, in Vttel. s. 
4 and 12. 

(d) Heividius Priscus often nieDti<>ned| Annals, xii. xiii. X¥i; 
and Life of Agricola, s. 2, note (a). ^'' 

(e) Pstus Thrasea, Annals, xiv. s. IS; xvi. s. 21; Appendix 
to Annals, x?t. a. 1. 



•••■ . ; •» 



Section XCIII. ^ . 

(a) The lands round the Vatican were covered with stagnated' 
water, and the air, of course, was unwholesome. St. Peter^t 
church stands there at present; but Brotier says, the car£ttals 
never reside in that quarter. 

{b) Before the augmentation, the pr«torian cohorts (that is, 
those that were encamped near Rome,) were only nine; the city- 
guard consisted of three, called Cohortes Urbana. Annals, 
iv. 8. 5. 

Section XCV. 

(a) The birth-day of Yitellius is left uncertain. Suetonius, in 
Vitel. 8. 3, says it was the eighth of the calends of October, or, 
according to others, the seyenth of the ides of September, in the 
consulship of Drusus Ca^ar and Norbanus Flaccus, A. U. C. 768. 

(b) An order of priests was established by Romulus in faonoor 
of Tatius the Sabine king« A. U. C. 7. Annals, L s. 54. 

(c) Mucianus was the active partisan of Vespasian (this book, 
s. 76.) Eprius Marcellos, a man who raised himself by his flagi* 
tious deeds, (Annals, xvi. s. 28,) was the favourite minister under 
Vespasian. See the Dialogue concerning Oratory, s. 8. 

Section XCVII. 

(a) Hordeonius Flaccus was appointed by Galba to ttie eom- 
mand on the Upper Rhine, in ^e room of Verginius Rufus. See 
Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 1 2. 

(b) For the war in which Flaccus was engaged with Civffi^ 
the Batavian chief, see Hist. iv. s. 18. 
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(c) Suetonius, gives a diflTereiit account of Vespasian's adminis- 
tration in Africa. In Yesp. s. 4. 

SKdftoif XCVIII. 

(a) For the Pannoniaa Alps, see the Geographical Table at 
the end of the Sixth Yolame. 

Section C. 

« • r 

(a) Brotier thinks that t^ere is a mistake in the text. The 
fourteenth legion, he observes, stood firm for Otho, and, for that 
fcason, was sent into Britain. But perhaps the veterans, who had 
served their time, and were still retained in the service, were left 
in Italy. 

(6) For Hostilia, see the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sii^ Volume. 

Section CI. 

(a) That is, during the reigns of Vespasian, Titus, and Domi- 
tian, the last of the Flavian line. 



NOTES 






THE THIRD BOOK 

OF 

THE HISTORY. 



Section I. - 

■ 

(a) For Paetovlo, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

Section II. 

(a) The forces from Mssia were not in the aetioB at Bedria- 
cum. See Hist ii. s« 44« ' . . ^ 

Section IV. 
(a) Ampius Flavianus was related to Vitellids: tiarboof , s. 10. 

Section V, 

fa) Aponius Saturoinns was governor af Mrnia. flist. ii. s. 
96,96. 

(6) For the JaiBjges, see the Geographical Table at die end 
of the Sixth Volume. 

(c) Sido has been mentioned, Annals, xii. a. t9, SO. Of Itali-» 
cus nothing is now known with precision; he was probably the 
son of Sido. 

(d) A squadron of horse, most probably from the city of«Airui 
in Spain, and thence called the Jiuriamm Cwabry. 
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(e) For tbe river MnnSj Bee the Geographieal Table at the end 
of the Sixth Volume. 

•• 
Section VI, . -^i 

(a) For Corbulo^s condact in Armenia, see Annals, xiti; and 
for bis death by order of Nerei^ see Appendix to Annals, x?i. 

8. 11. . ' c- 

(6) For Opifili^ium, and Altinum, see the Qeographical Table 
at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

(c) Patavium and Atete; see tbe Greographical Table. 

(d) Forum Allieni, now Ferrara, on the Fo. 

Section VII. 

(a) See the second book of the Histoiy, s. 6, note (e). 
(6) After the calamities occasioned by Otho and Vitellius, the 
memory of Galba was held in high respect by the people. 

Section VIII. 

(a) The plaliis of Verona are now called Campagna di Fe* 
rofia. 

(6) Vicetia, n«w Vicenza; see die Geographical Table at the 

end of the Sixth Volume. 

(e) Tbe Julian Alps, the same as the Pannonian* See the 
Geographical Table* 

(d) %y|lt was the Kpmaii granary of corn; and Pliny the 
younger aays^ that the people «f that country were proud to find 
that the conquerors of the world depended on them for their daily 
maintenands. S^perbiA^i «en(osa et insfleM natioy quad victorem 
papuluni paseeret; quai^ m nu> fiuminej in suis manibusyvd 
dbwdanHa noMUfftHslfavf^ «Ml. Pliny ^« Panegyric, s. 31. 



» ^ ^ 



- , Section IX.- 

(a) For Hostilia^ see lh$. Geographical Table at tbe end of 
the Sixth Volume. 
(6) The river Tartarus, now Lt Tartare. 
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(c) The ibrcei under VitelUiis are enumerated. Hist ii. s. 
100. AntoDius had as yet under his command three Iqiiottsonly. 

Sbction X. 

(a) Ampins Flavianus has been already mentioned; this book, 
s. 4; and Hist. ii. s. 86. 

(b) This prayer of Antonius resembles the foQowing line in 
Virgil: 

Dii meliora piis, erroremque hostibns ilium. 

Geobgic. iti. ver 513, " 

(e) This passage seems to have been misunderstood by some 
of the commentators. They observe that there was not sufficient 
time for Vespasian to receive intelligence, and retam an answer, 
favourable to Flavianus; but they might have recollected, that he 
who had a long journey to make, most probably received the let- 
ters iu question at some place on the road. 

Sectioh XII. 

(a) For Lucilius Bassus, see Hist. ii. s« 100. 
(fr) For Atria, see the Gec^raphical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. 

Section XIII. 

(a) The part of the camp called Prmdpia was the place 
where the Eagles were deposited. Statius has a similar passi^: 

Concilii penetrate, domumque verendam 



Signorum. Theb. lib. x. ver. 120. 

(i) Antonius had been convicted of extortion, and for that 
offence sent into banishment. Annals, xiv. s. 40, 

Section XVil. 

(a) The river now called Dermona. See the Geographical 
Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 
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Section XVIU. 

(a) The twenty-first legion called Rapax^ and the first called 
JUiKc, fought on the side of Yitellius. See Hist. iL s. 100. 

Section XXII. . 

(a) It appears from this, that the first centurion, PrimipUi Cm- 
iuriOi was the Eagte-bearer. 

Section XXni. 

(a) The wariike engine, called Balistay is described hy Vege- 
tiu8,lib. iv. s. 22. 

Section XXIV. 

(a) Mare Antony gained a Tiotory over the Parthians, A. U« 
C. 718. Dio, lib. xliz. For Corbulo's success in Armenia, see 
Annals, xv. 

(b) The Eastern nations worshipped the rising sun. The Par- 
thians are described in that act of deyotion by Herodian, lib. iv. 
cap. 16. 

Section XXVII. 

(a) For Brizia, see the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Vdume. 

Section XXVm. 

(a) Pliny the elder was a considerable historian, as appears 
horn Pliny the consul, lib. iii. epist. 5. 

Section XXIX. 

(a) The anlhaiy shell was so condensed, that the darts of the 
enemy could make no impression. Whoever is curious about 
the form of the Testndo, and other warlike engines employed in 
•iegfes, may consult Lucan, lib. iii. v. 474. 

(ft) Josephus says, that above thirty thousand of the Yitellians 
were put to the sword, and of Vespasian's army about four thou- 
sand five hundred. De Bello Jud. lib, iv. cap. 1 1 . 

VOL. IV, 49 
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Section XXXL 

(a) The display orclotheiand sacerdotal vestmeots in the act 
of suing for peace has been mentioned, Hist i. s. 66. 

Section XXXIII. 

(a) Mephitis was the goddess worshipped in all places that 
sent forth noxious exhalations. Hence we read in Vii^l, 

« 
■ 

■ SsBvamque exhalat opaca Mephitim. 

JEsKiDj lib. vii. ver. 84. 

Section XXXIY. 

(a) Whoerer is curious about the distinctions between what 
the Romans called Conmifrtiiiii and Matrimomuni, with the dUkr- 
ent ceremonies observed in each, may consult Brotier's Tacitus, 
quarto edition, vol. ii. p. 456. 

Section XXXYI. 

(a) For Aricia, and the neighbouring grove, see the Geogra- 
phical Table at the end of the Sixth Volume. 

Section XXXVII. 

(a) The consulship, in the time of the republic, was an an- 
nual office; but Julius Ciesar, in haste to reward his friends, 
shortened the duration of the office, and advanced several to that 
dignity within the year. He was himself sole consul, A. U. C. 
709; he resigned in favour of Fabius Maximus and Caius Tre- 
bonius Nepos. The former dying on the very last day of the year, 
he appointed Caninius Rebulus to fill the remaining space. 
Cicero laughs at the short-lived dignity. In that consulship, he 
says, no man had time to dine, and no kind of mischief happened. 
The consul was a man of so much vigilance, that he did not allow 
himself a wink of sleep. Camnio con^tile, scdo nefttm€m pran'^ 
di$8e; nihU tamen, to connife, mdUfadwn est. FuU mim mvnficA 
v^gtbfUia, qui 9uo consuUUu «omntmi nan tidarit. Cicero ad Fa- 
miliares, lib. vii. epist. 30. 
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Section XLI. 

(a) For Ariminum, Bee the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

(6) See the Geographical Table. 

Section XLII. 

(a) For Ficenum, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volame. 

(b) Sinus PisanuB, now the Gulf of Pisa. 

(c) Portus Herculis Monaeci, now called Monaco. 

Section XLIII. 

(a) For the Stechades, see the Geographical Table at the end 
of the Sixth Volume. 

Section XLV. 

(a) For Caractacus, and Cartismandua, queen of the Brigantes, 
see Annals, xii. s. 32 to 36. 

Section XLVL 

(a) The war with CiTilis, the Batavian; for which see Hist, 
iv. s. 12. 

(6) According to Josephus, Fonteius Agrippa was afterwards 
murdered by the Sarmatians. Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap. 4. « 

Section XLVII. 

(a) Polemon was made king of Pontus by Caligula; and, after 
his death, the kingdom was changed by Nero into a Roman pro- 
vince. Suetonius, in Nero, s. iS. 

(6) Now Trebizonde. 

(c) By granting the freedom of the city, the Romans drew dis- 
tant oolonies into a close alliance. 

(d) These canoes were so light, that the barbarians could carry 
them on their shoulders, and traverse woods and forests without 
being fatigued with their load. Hie savages of America, and 
the Greenianders, have boats bound together with twigs and 
osiers, without the use of brass or iron. 
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Section XLVIU. 

(•) The rirer CoU&tii, BioCier tajs, oogbt to be cdled Ca6iim, 
being the same meotiooed by the elder Pliny, lib. ▼!• e. 4« Fhh 
men Ccbum c Caueoioptir SumiOBjbmn$* It diicbargee itaelf into 
the Euxine. 

(b) The commentaton'agree that there is here an error io the 
text: instead of Stdadkezorum rtgis^ the true reading is, Sub Se- 
doehi Lazorum r^^ auxUio. The Lazi were a people of Sanottia^ 
on the east side of the Euxine^ 

Section L. 

(a) Fanum ForUuM^ now Fano, a port town of CTrbtna, on the 
Adriatic. 

(6) Clavarwm was a donative granted to the soldiers to enable 
them to purchase nails for their shoes. In like manner the dona- 
tive for shoes was called Cdeearium. Suetonius, in Vespas. s. 8. 

Section U. 

(a) Jbnicti/ttm, a high bill at Rome, but not one of the seven; 
now called Mimie Gumtcole, and more commonly Jllontorio. 
The story of a soldier killing bis brother in battle, and on the dis- 
covery dispatohing himsdf, is told by Valerias Maximus, lib. v. 
cap. 5. 8. 4, but attributed to a soldier under Sertoriua. See 
Livy's Epitome, lib. Ixxix. 

Section LIL 
(o) Plotius Griphus was one of the friends of Statins the poet» 
as appears from a poem in the l^lvss, lib. iv. inscribed to bin. 

Section LV. 

(a) For Mevania, see the Oeographical Table at the end t[ 
the Sixth Volume. 

Section LVII. 

(a) For^ Mintumse, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 
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(b) Puteolanum, now PozzwAo. 

Section LVIII. 

(a) For Naniia, see the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. 

(6) The people of Rome were divided into five-and-thirty 
tribes. 

Section LIX. 

(a) For Mevania, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

(6) For Samnis, the Marsi, and Peligni, see the Geographical 
Table. 

Section LX. 

(a) Carsuls. See the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. 

Section LXI. 

(a) For Interamna, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

(i) Julius Priscus and Alphenus Varus, sent by Vitellius to 
take possession of the Apennine mountains. See this book, s. 55. 

Section LXII. 

(a) For Urbinum, see the Geographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

(6) See Annals, xiv. s. 16; xvi. s. 21. 
(c) See History, i. s. 7. 
{d) See Histoiy, i. s. 52. 

Section LXV. 

(a) He lent his money to Vespasian on a mortgage of his 
house and lands. See Suetonius, in Vesp. s. 4. 

(b) The Temple of Apollo was on Mount Palatine, where 
Augustus formed a library. Horace says, 

Scripta Palatinus quaecumque recepit Apollo. 
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(e) That an agreement was made between YiteUim and Fla- 
viu8 Sabinui, the brother of Vespasian, appears in Suetonius, in 
Yitel. s. 15. CluTius RuAis had been governor of a province in 
Spain; a man of eloquence and great accomplishments, but void 
of military talents. See Hist. i. s. 8. 

(d) Silius Itaiicus, the celebrated poet, was consul A. U. C. 

821. See Appendix to Annals, xvi. s. 12. 

Section LXVI. 

(a) If Vespasian suffered Vitellius to survive his grandeur, and 
live a private citizen, men would ascribe it to pride and arro- 
gance, and the vanquished would not submit to see their emperor 
a living* reproach to their whole party; and, consequently, ViteU 
lius would be in danger from the commiseration of his friends. 

(6) Vitellius had greM weight and influence in the reign of 
Claudius. Vespasian, at that time, paid his court to the favourite, 
and also to Narcissus, the emperor's freedman. See Suet, in 
Vespas. s. 4. 

Section LXVII. 

(a) Vitellius abdicated on the 18th of December, A. U. C. 

822, after a few months of anarchy, plunder, and musacre. 

(6) See Suetonius, in Vitellio, s. 15. Juvenal describes the 
same scene; but, according to him, Sextilia, the mother of Vitel- 
lius, was one of the melancholy train. Tacitus says she did not 
live to see the sad catastrophe. 

Horrida mater, 

Pullati proceres. Sat. iii. ver. 2 IS. 

Section LXVIII. 

(a) We have seen that Ciecilius Simplex was impatient to 
arrive at the consular dignity, insomuch that he was accused in 
the senate of a design to purchase it, in the room of Marius 
Celsus. He did not succeed, but Vitellius afterwards gratified 
his ambition without a bribe. Hist. ii« s. 60. See die list of con- 
suls for this year. Hist. i. s. 77. 
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(6) The Temple of CoDcord was burnt to the ground in the 
fire of the capitol, related hereafter in this book, s. Ixxi. Brotier 
sajrs, it was afterwards rebuilt, as appears by an inscription still 
to be seen among the ruins. 

Senatus Populitsque Romanus 
Incendio consumptum restituit. 

Section LXIX. 

(a) A^Fundane lake, now called Lago di Fundi^ is mentioned 
bj Pliny, lib. iii. s. 5. But the lake now in question was in the 
city of Rome, near the Mens QiuirinaUs. Brotier says there were 
at least a thousand of those lakes at Rome, which ought more 
properly to be called fountains. 

(b) The curious may consult a Genealogical Table of Vespa* 
sian's family in Brotier^s Tacitus, 4to edit vol. iii. p. 38S. 

Section LXX. 

(a) Domitian, who was born on the 9th of the calends of 
November, or the 24th of October, A. U. C. 814. Suet, in 
Oomit. 8. 1. , 

Action LXXI. 

(a) The Forum was surrounded by a number of Temples; 
such as, the Temple of Fortune, of Jupiter Tonans, of Sa- 
turn, the Temple of Concord, and several others. 

(b) The citadel of the capitol, in which was the Temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinis, stood near the Tarpeian rock. 

(c) The Ltietis ^Ssyli was so called, because it was made a 
sanctuary by Romulus to invite a conflux of foreigners to his new 
state. It stood between the two rocks of the Gapitoline Hill, on 
one of which was built the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus; 
on the other, the Temple of Feretrian Jove. Brotier says, that 
in the place of the grove there is now erected the Piazza del 
Can^fidogfio, 
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(d) The Tarpeian rock, with its hundred stepf , was on the 
west side of the Capitoline Hill; and from that eminence malc<' 
factors were thrown headlong into the 11ber« 

(e) Pliny the elder says, the capitol wis set on fire by the 
Vitellians, lib. xxxiv. s. 7. Josephus gives the same account^ 
Bell. Jud. lib. iv. cap. 11; and Dio agrees with them both, 
lib. 1x7. 

Section LXXII. 

(a) When Tarquin the proud was laying the foundaftion of a 
temple, the men employed in digging the ground found a human 
skull; and this was interpreted to be the pledge of empire, an 
auspicious omen that Rome would be the mistress of (he world. 
Me dubUaven cuncti monstrum pukherrimmi imperii sedem ccpul- 
que terrarum promittere. Florus, lib. i. cap. 7. 

(6) It is not strictly true that Porsena bec&me master of the 
city. He was at the gates, but, instead of advancing, received 
hostages, and raised the siege. Florus, lib. i. cap. 10. 

(c) The city was taken by the Gauls, A. U. C. 364. See An* 
nals, xi. s. S4. 

(d) In the civil war between Sylla and Marina, the ca[Mtol 
was destroyed by fire, A. U. C. 671. The Sibylline books 
perished in the flames. See Appian. Bell. Civ. lib. i. 

(e) Suessa Pometia, a city of ancient Latium, about fifty miles 
from Rome, on the Appian road. The very ruins have perished. 

(J) Horatius Pulvillus was consul with Valerius Publicola, 
A. U. C. 247, about three years after the expulsion of Tarquin. 

{g) Lucius Scipio and Caius Norbanus wefe consuls. A* U. 
C. 671. The capitol was then consumed by fiie; not, however, 
occasioned by an open act of violence, but rather by the hands of 
clandestine incendiaries* Sylla undertook to rebuild the capitol, 
but did not dedicate it. Hoe ftUeUaU sua d^wse consent» est, 
qwd capUoUum non dedioavisfsr. Hiny, lib. vii. s. H, 

(h) Lutatius Catulns was consul with iBmilius Lepidus, A. 
U. C. 676; before the Christian sra 18. 
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Section LXXIII. 

(a) Quinctius Atticus and Alienus and CaeciDa were consuls 
from the first of November to the end of the year. See the first 
book of this History, s. 77. 

Section LXXYI. 

(a) For Feronia, see the Geographical Table at the end of the 
Sixth Volume. 

Section LXXVII; 

(a) The custom of sending the news of victory, in a letter 
bound with laurel, has been mentioned in a former note. 

Section LXXYIII. 

(a) For Oericuiumi see the Greographical Table at the end of 
the Sixth Volume. 

(b) The Satumalian festival began on the 17th of December, 
(e) For the Via Sahriaj see the Geographical Table. 

Section LXXIX. 

(a) For Saxa Rubrc^ see the Geographical Table at the end 
of the Sixth Volume. 

(6) For FidensB, see the Geographical Table. 

Section LXXX. 

(a) For Arulenus Busticus, see Annals, xvi. s. 26; and Life 
0f Agricola, s. i. 

Section LXXXI. 

(a) Musonius Rufus has occurred, Annals, xiv. s. 59; and 
Annals, xv. s. 71. 

(6) The procession of the Vestal virgins is mentioned by Sue- 
tonius, in Vitel. s. 16. They received for answer, that by the 
murder of Sabinus, and the fire of the capitol, all negotiation 
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was inadmiwible. Dirempta bdU cpw i g m a. Virgil has used the 



•ame expression. 



Belli commercia Tomut 



Sostulit ista prior, jam turn pallante perenpto. 

JEnEiD. lib. X. Ter. 5S2. 

■ 

Sbctiok LXXXII. 

(a) For Pons Milvius, See the Geographical Table at the end 
of the Sixth Tolume. 

Sbctioh LXXXIU. 

(a) Speaking of the wars of Cinna and Sylla, Ffoms says: 
The last grievous calamity that befel the Romans, was a war 
waged by parricides within the walb of Rome, in which citizens 
were engaged against cittxens, with the rage of gladiators exhi- 
biting a spectacle in the forum. Hoe deerai unumpd/mli RmMmi 
wuHgy jam fU ipm imtrm h pmrriddah Mkim dmm ttriaigiBtfXy et m 
urbe vMdia^ aefor^ fuosi orenj, €m$ cum cattkv stiis, ifiadiaUfrio 
ffiore, conciirreren^. Florus, lib. iii. cap. 21. 

Sectioh LXXXIV. 

(a) The camp of the praetorian guards, a little way evt of tho 
city of Rome, first devised by Sejanoa in the tins of Tiberius. 
Annals, iv. s. 2. 

Section LXXXV. 

(a) The porter's lodge. See Suetonius, in YiteL a. 16 and 
17. 

(6) Dio relates this incident with a small variance. According 
Id hinLr the German soldier said, I will give you the best assist- 
ance in my power; and thereupon he stabbed Vitellius^ and dis* 
patched himself. Dio, lib. Ixv. 

(c) Gemoniss, the eharnal of malefacionk Sec Suet, in Yitel. 
s. 7. 
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Section LXXXVI. 

(a) VitelKus owed much to the illustrious name of his father; 
but it appears that he advanced himself in the road to honours by 
the obsequious arts which be practised under Caligula, Claudius, 
and Nero. See Suetonius, in Vitel. s. 4. 
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